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THE 49ERS 


OVERWHELMED THEIR 
OPPONENTS BY DEALING WITH 


THE SALARY CAP 
by TIM COWLISHAW 


DALLAS MORNING NEWS 


Thirty minutes after San Francisco had 

won its fifth Super Bowl, there was so 
much to choose from in the tunnels beneath 
Joe Robbie Stadium. In one corner was the 
world's hottest quarterback. The NFL's all- 
time greatest receiver stood in another. And 
the most heavily marketed defensive back 
was holding court at yet another podium. So 
why were there so many reporters clustered 
in one corner around the small attorney in 
the suit when there were so many superstars 
to be heard from? 

Because 1994 began the era of the 
salary cap in the National Football League. 
And 49ers president Carmen Policy manipu- 
lated, exploited, or just simply understood 
the cap better than his 27 competitors. The 
free-spending 49ers were supposed to be 
the team most likely to shipwreck once the 
NFL put in place the hard cap that had been 
agreed upon in the collective bargaining 


Frank Anderson 


settlement in 1992. This was the rival own- 
ers’ way of competing with Eddie DeBartolo 
Jr., who led the league in lavishing gifts and 
salaries on his players. 

So when the scoreboard read San Fran- 
cisco 49, San Diego 26 late in the evening of 
January 29, 1995, the 49ers were once more 
having the last laugh on the league, and no 
one was enjoying it more than Policy. He 
pointed across the room to linebacker Ken 
Norton Jr. “I'd like to think our getting him 
put a small dent in Dallas's armor,” said Pol- 
icy, who never misses an opportunity to 
tweak the Cowboys. “And it sent a message 
to the league of how we were going to go 
after free agents.” 

Indeed, the 49ers would not have won 
Super Bowl XXIX without the presence of 
Norton, Deion Sanders, and Rickey Jack- 
son, who lifted what was truly a mediocre 
defense at the end of the 1993 season. That 
the 49ers were even able to pursue free 
agents was a tribute to their quick adapta- 
tion to the cap back in 1993. 

“The critical period for the 49ers in deal- 
ing with the salary cap in 1994 was Novem- 
ber and December of 1993. But for that 


opportunity, we could not have kept our 
nucleus intact,” Policy said. “That enabled 
us to get into the 1994 season without hav- 
ing to engage in major surgery and it 
enabled us to pursue some players who 
could help us win.” 

Players whose contracts were extended 
or restructured in 1993 to make them a bet- 
ter fit under the coming salary cap: Rice, 
tight end Brent Jones, offensive linemen 
Harris Barton, Steve Wallace, Jesse 
Sapolu, and Ralph Tamm, safety Merton 
Hanks, cornerback Eric Davis, and wide 
receiver John Taylor. 

“Our approach to the cap was a little dif- 
ferent from most. The cap was designed to 
decapitate the 49ers,” said Policy. “You 
knew you were going to be violated in some 
way. Do you just sit there and scream about 
it? We decided to make it our ally. When we 
gave all that bonus money at the end of the 
1993 season, it was no reckless spending 
by Eddie DeBartolo. It was an intelligent 
capital investment. 

But it was perceived otherwise by the 
49ers’ top rivals. Critics from the Cowboys 
and other organizations said the 49ers were 
mortgaging their future in order to win one 
more title. And there were questions raised 
about the validity of some contracts, particu- 
larly when it was reported that Nike had a 
stake in Sanders playing for the 49ers. 


The 49ers were 

accused of moving dollars 

into 1999 and beyond when there is 

no salary cap in place. Policy pointed out 
that only Norton's contract goes into 1999. 
“And it’s not guaranteed,” he said. 


COWBOYS BACK IN THE SADDLE 
The 49ers weren't the only member of the 
NFL elite to hold up well under the con- 
straints of the cap. Win back-to-back Super 
Bowls with one of the league’s youngest 
teams and you're certain to be destroyed in 
free agency. Or so the Cowboys were told. 
Their losses in 1994 appeared to be signifi- 
cant: Norton, defensive tackles Jimmie 
Jones and Tony Casillas, guards Kevin 
Gogan and John Gesek, kicker Eddie Mur- 
ray, quarterback Bernie Kosar. Dallas 
responded with a 12-4 season despite the 
equally significant loss of coach Jimmy 
Johnson. Only the 49ers were better. 
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, despite the 
wealth of talent on his club, remains a sup- 
porter of the cap restrictions, even after los- 
ing center Mark Stepnoski, wide receiver 
Alvin Harper, safety James Washington, and 


Marty Morrow 


three key special-teamers in Matt Vander- 
beek, Darrick Brownlow, and Kenny Gant 
this time around. 

“Some people might give debate to this 
point, but | think we've been able to keep the 
core of our team intact,” said Jones, who 
has Troy Aikman signed through 1999, 
Michael Irvin through 1998, and the “fran- 
chise” designation available to keep Emmitt 
Smith running in Texas Stadium for the rest 
of his career. “The players we have lost, 
while they are good players and we would 
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love to have them, have been replaced. Had 
we not lost Gogan and Gesek, we would not 
have Larry Allen [last year’s second-round 
pick, who excelled in place of Erik Williams]. 

“Troy, Emmitt, Michael, Erik Williams, 
Daryl! Johnston, Jay Novacek—those are 
the players we felt we had to keep in order to 
stay at this level. From our perspective, the 
system will allow us to continue to compete 
the way we always have. Our opponents 
may believe that the system is bringing 
down a talented team. | wouldn't trade the 
talent we have under contract for anybody 
else's in the league.” 


THE GIANTS REGROUP 

While the 49ers and Cowboys do not yet 
seem to be suffering under the salary cap 
restrictions, the league’s wannabes have 
not profited the way they might have imag- 
ined. Who would have guessed that the New 
York Giants would fare so badly under the 
cap? At the end of 1993, they were an over- 
time period away from dethroning the Cow- 
boys as NFC East champions. Since then, 
they have lost three-fourths of their sec- 
ondary in Greg Jackson, Myron Guyton, and 
Mark Collins; guard Bob Kratch, and key 
backups in Bart Oates, Eric Moore, and 
Lewis Tillman. They cut Phil Simms for salary 
cap reasons and this spring lost their all- 
purpose star, Dave Meggett. 

Now the Giants are hoping that Herschel 
Walker has something left after 12 profes- 
sional seasons. They signed him to a three- 
year, $4.8 million contract. Said coach Dan 
Reeves, “I'm excited about having Herschel 
with us because I've thought about what he 
could do for a football team ever since Dal- 


las got him. He does 
whatever a team asks 
him to do. That's the kind 
of player you want—a 
guy who's unselfish and 
wants to be a great team 
player.” But with so many 
key departures the last 
two years, it may be too 
late in Walker's career for 
him to make the Giants a 
great team. 


NEW APPROACH 
NFL owners are just now 
learning what their base- 
ball brethren have strug- 
gled with for two dec- 
ades—that throwing mil- 
lions of dollars at free 
agents does not guaran- 
tee a title. The Detroit 
Lions, winners of the NFC 
Central in 1993, were 
lauded for “upgrading” 
their quarterback posi- 
tion by ridding them- 
selves of Rodney Peete, 
Erik Kramer, and Andre 
Ware and signing Miami's 
Scott Mitchell to a three- 
year, $11.1 million con- 
tract. Result: The Lions 
made the playoffs as a 
wild-card team, but only 
after Dave Krieg (now in 
Arizona) came off the 
bench to rescue the season. The injured 
Mitchell was something of an immobile bust, 
25th a-mong 29 ranked passers. His 48.4 
percent completions were nearly a full 10 
percent below the league average (58.0). 
Coach Wayne Fontes has brought in quar- 
terbacks coach Greg Landry to try to save 
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Mitchell. “I want 

somebody who can say, ‘This is 

how you were throwing yesterday, this is how 
you're throwing today, this is why you're 
throwing it in the dirt.’” 

The Lions tried a new approach this 
year, quickly signing defensive tackle Henry 
Thomas to a three-year $7.35 million deal. 
This appeared to be a more sound move 
because (1) Thomas is proven, a two-time 
Pro Bowler who should have been voted 
there more often, and (2) it gives the Lions a 
quality player while taking one away from 
rival Minnesota. 

“For us to get to the level of the Cowboys 
and 49ers, we've got to get more consistent 
and more productive in third-down offense 
and third-down defense. Henry Thomas will 
help us do that,” said Fontes. “Opponents 
will be forced to double-team him. That 
always helps the guy next to him and 
maybe that helps our secondary, too, where 
we lack speed.” 


RISKY BUSINESS 
Other teams took major risks this spring by 
signing wide receivers to huge contracts. 
Tampa Bay pried Alvin Harper away from 
Dallas at a price of $10.6 million over four 
years. Cleveland signed Andre Rison for $17 
million over five years. Wide receivers are a 
risky investment, especially when going to a 
new team. So much depends on the quarter- 
back, and even the presence of a great 
passer doesn't always produce the results 
teams anticipate. Last year, Denver was 
desperate to upgrade its receiver corps, to 
give John Elway an outside threat to comple- 
ment Shannon Sharpe. The Broncos signed 
Tim Brown, but the Raiders matched the 
offer. They signed Anthony Miller forfour 
years at $11 million and the Chargers didn't 


Bruce L. Schwartzman 


match. What happened? Miller 
caught 60 passes for 1,107 
yards and five touchdowns, 
slightly below his previous aver- 
ages, and the Broncos went 
nowhere. San Diego, with wide 
receivers Mark Seay, Tony Mar- 
tin, and Shawn Jefferson com- 
bined earning less than Miller, 
went to its first Super Bowl. 

Other teams continue to 
make surprising decisions. 
Miami, which ranked first in 
offense last year and 19th in 
defense, could not stop San 
Diego in the second half of its 
playoff game. The Dolphins 
traded for defensive end Trace 
Armstrong of Chicago, but their 
major offseason move was to 
sign tight end Eric Green away 
from Pittsburgh. 

“Different teams have differ- 
ent philosophies,” coach Don 
Shula said. “We went after Eric 
Green because he's a big, 
physical player who can help 
our offense. Keith Jackson 
[traded to Green Bay] was talk- 
ing about retiring in another 
year. We were the No. 1 offen- 
sive team last year, but we felt 
he could make us better, more 
of a ball-control team.” 


COMINGS AND GOING 
The Eagles want to do the same, which 
led them to sign Ricky Watters away from 
San Francisco. New coach Ray Rhodes 
hopes to build an offense that will rely less 
upon quarterback Ran- 
dall Cunningham to make 
all the right moves. 

“We felt we had to have 
a running back, an every- 
down guy who could com- 
pete,” said Eagles director 
of personnel John Wooten. 
"If you're going to have a 
chance to win against Dal- 
las and San Francisco, 
then those are the caliber 
of players you're going to 
have to bring in.” 

But with the salary 
cap, there is almost 
always a tradeoff, and in 
the Eagles’ case it was the 
loss of Pro Bowl corner- 
back Eric Allen to New 
Orleans. Watters better be 
able to run the ball and 
control the clock some 
because the Eagles’ de- 
fense, which has nearly 
been destroyed by free 
agency, just got weaker. 

What the salary cap 
has created is a totally dif- 
ferent pay structure. Veter- 


Mike Powell / Allsport 


ans who play important backup roles could 
count on making in the $400-500,000 range 
a few years ago. Not so now. Backups mak- 
ing more than the minimum ($179,000 this 
year) are the exception, not the rule. 

Buffalo is one of the few teams which 
spent big dollars on a player it projects as a 
reserve, signing the Cowboys’ Jim Jeffcoat 
at a salary cap cost for 1995 of $850,000. 
The Bills, who also signed pass-rushing line- 
backer Bryce Paup from Green Bay, were 
26th in sacks last season. 

“Over a period of four years, we had 
been to four Super Bowls,” coach Marv Levy 
said. “We had committed a lot of money to 
Bruce Smith, Jim Kelly, Thurman Thomas— 
those players. We didn't have a lot to spend 
on others. But through free agency, we've 
lost Howard Ballard and Shane Conlan and 
Will Wolford and Nate Odomes. We knew 
we had to attack more this offseason from a 
personnel standpoint and we knew we 
needed to upgrade our pass rush.” 

For 30 teams, there seem to be 30 
philosophies in the strange new era of the 
salary cap. Said Policy, “The whole scenario 
has changed. What's apparent now is that 
the best organizations are going to win.” 
And for now, that leaves the 49ers on top 
with the Cowboys close behind. 

“They're still the teams to beat,” said 
Wooten. “But by having a cap, they can’t 
have all the stars. They have to be some- 
what limited. But they haven't lost enough 
yet not to be considered the top two.” a 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 
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AWHOLE NEW BABEGAME 


Ne 
PLAYERS 


WANT ACCESS TO PRAGTIGALLY EVERY PLAYER IN THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE? 
NoOw, THROUGH THE PLAYERS INC PLAYER MARKETING PROGRAM, YOU ARE ONLY A 
PHONE CALL AWAY FROM PLAYERS LIKE TIM BROWN, REGGIE WHITE, STAN HUMPHRIES, 
OR ANY OF THE OTHER 1,700 AcTIVE NFL PLAYERS. WHAT BETTER WAY TO IMPRESS 
YOUR AUDIENCE THAN TO HAVE AN NFL PLAYER APPEAR AT AN EVENT TO PROMOTE 
YOUR COMPANY, ASSOCIATION OR city. CALL 800-372-5535. JOIN THE PLAYERS ING 


TEAM AND START PLAYING A WHOLE NEW BALLGAME! 


The Game You’d Expect 
From America’s Sport 
Authority 


$25,000 


CASH 
GRAND 
PRIZE 


LE NGE Enter Early 


195 And Save! 


SCORING 


Pick a team of 20 starters 
using a $30,000,000 salary cap 


ROSTER 


* Starting team consists of 20 players: 


¢ League (1 in 5 earn cash) 
* Division (1 in 10 earn more cash) 
* Overall (Top 25 earn lots of cash) 


1 in 25 will earn 
at least $600 Cash 


Overall 
Prizes 
(all entries) 


3 kickers 
3 quarterbacks 


6 running backs 6 wide receivers 


2 tight ends 


* Starting team's salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 
Salary cap. 

* Taxi squad consists of any 10 players. 

* Salary cap and position distribution rules do not apply 
for the taxi squad. 

* Unlisted players may be placed on your taxi squad. Their 
salary will be $750,000. They will be assigned a position 
by CDM after Week 1 and may be placed on your 


Division 
Prizes 
(250 teams) 


League 
Prizes 
(25 teams) 


Starting team for Week 2. $25,000 
We'll place your entry in a a eons 


league and a division 4th 
aed FORMATION 


¢ Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

* 25 teams form a league. 10 leagues form a division. 

* All teams compete for the overall grand prize. 

* Teams may have many of the same players, but no two 
teams with the same roster will be in the same league. 


No Sweat, All Fun! 


Our computers calculate your 
team, league, division and 
overall position each week 


REPORTS 


$2,500 


Sth $1,000 
6th to 10th $500 
11th to 15th $250 
16th to 25th $100 


Plus $100 will be awarded to 
the overall leader each week. 


More Cash Prize Winners 
Than Any Other 


National Challenge 


COST TO PLAY 


* $79.00 for an entry postmarked by July 22, 1995. 

* $89.00 for an entry postmarked by August 12, 1995. 

* Receive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You * $99.00 for an entry postmarked after August 12, 1995. 
automatically receive bi-weekly reports with your entry fee. * $79.00 for each additional entry. 

* Updated league rosters and top 5 in your division & top 5 * $10.00 for reports to be mailed to a second address. 
overall sent every 6 weeks. * $10.00 per address per team for reports to be mailed 

* Fax service available. weekly rather than bi-weekly. 


TRANSACTION FEES 


* To make player transactions, a toll-free 800 number 
and an account number will be provided. 


ENTRY DEADLINES 


* Entries must be phoned or faxed by Sat., Sept. 2, 1995. 
* Mailed entries must be postmarked no later than Sept. 2, 
1995 and received no later than Sat., Sept. 9, 1995. 


$372,741 


The transaction fees are as follows: 
Taxi Squad Switch (unlimited) ............ 
Bye Player Moved In or Out (unlimited 
New Player Purchase (limit 8) ........... 
TSN Free Agent Acquisition (limit 3) 
Fax Service (per page per week) ..... 

* Player transactions must be made by Saturday 9 PM 

Central Time in order to be effective for the upcoming 

Sunday and Monday games, or by 9 PM CST the day 

preceding any other game. 


-$10 each 
.-No Charge 


in Cash Prizes Last Year! 
Refer a Friend and Get $10 Credit 


3 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES 


Ho Ww 7 oO 4 la y * Each team will be ranked within its league, division and 


overall by eight statistical categories: 


Total Scoring Total Receiving Yards 


Kicker Scoring Receiving Yards Average 
Total Rushing Yards Total Passing Yards 
Rushing Yards Average Passing Yards Average 


The following formula is used to calculate total scoring: 
(Rushing TDs x 6)+(Passing TDs x 3)+(Receiving TDs x 
3)+(Field Goals x 3)+Extra Points+(Other TDs x 6). 

The average categories are calculated using your team total 
completions, carries and receptions. 

Rankings will be determined by using the Rotisserie®-style 
ranking system. Each team is ranked in league, division and 
overall. 

Stats are accumulated weekly for all 20 starting players. 
The stat week begins with games played on Thursday and 
ends with games played on Monday. 

All pro football statistics accumulated by the players on the 
starting team, regardless of what position they play during 
the season, contribute to a team's statistics totals. Special 
team yardage does not count. 

Taxi squad players’ stats don’t contribute to team’s stat totals. 
Previous stats by a player before he was on your roster do 
not count. 

A player's statistics are added to your team’s statistics totals 
only during the weeks that he is in your starting team. 
Pre-season and play-off statistics do not contribute to your 
team’s statistics totals. 

Division points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics 
totals versus every other team’s stats in your division's 10 
leagues. 

Overall points are calculated by ranking your team’s statistics 
totals versus all other entries’ in The Sporting News™ 
Fantasy Football Challenge. 


Sports commissioners are 
waiting to answer your 


questions and enter your team. 
Call 1-800-568-6288 


The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge welcomes 
entries from around the world. All fees, however, must be 
paid with U.S. funds. For overseas entries, please add $10 
to cover additional mailing costs. If needed, our toll number 
is 1-314-991-1511. 

Player transactions can be made with live commissioners 

9 AM - 9 PM Tuesday through Saturday. 

You must be 18 years or older to participate. 

No employees of CDM, Inc., The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, or their families are eligible to play. 

CDM, Inc. is a licensee of The Sporting News Publishing 
Company, and is solely responsible for enacting, 
administering, enforcing the rules, and maintaining the 
integrity of The Challenge. 

CDM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve 
The Sporting News™ Fantasy Football Challenge. 

Void where prohibited by law. 

Further explanation of all rules will be contained in your 
Welcome Package. 


FANTASY FOOTBALL CHALLENGE 


Player Salaries 


Kickers Quarterbacks (cont) Running Bac! Tight Ends Wide Receivers Wide Receivers 
ID Player IM Salary | 10 Player TM Salary| 1D Player ™ {1D Player IM Salary | 1D Player IM Salary|10 Player IM Salary 
1 CARNEY, JOHN SD 2190 (136 STEWART, KORDELL PIT 800256 LOGAN, MARC WAS 460 |401 SHARPE, SHANNON DEN 1800 501 RICE, JERRY SF 2100 | 558 JEFFIRES, HAYWOOD N/A 720 
2 ELAM, JASON DEN 2100 |137 COLLINS, TODD BUF 800/257 MCNAIR, TODD ~——N/A 460 |402 JONES, BRENT SF 1560/502 IRVIN, MICHAEL DAL 2050 | 559 MARTIN, KELVIN JAC 710 
3 ANDERSEN, MORTON NO 2080 | 138 FRIESZ, JOHN SEA ra 258 MUSTER, BRAD NO 460 |403 GREEN, ERIC MIA 1560|503 MOORE, HERMAN DET 1680 | 560 CALLOWAY, CHRIS NYG 700 
4 BONIOL, CHRIS DAL 2010 |139 KRAMER, ERIK CHI 750/259 GARNER, CHARLIE PHI 460 |404 JACKSON, KEITH GB 1550/504 MILLER, ANTHONY DEN 1660 | 561 JACKSON, MARK JAC 680 
5 STOYANOVICH, PETE MIA 2000 140 CARLSON, CODY HOU 2 260 BUNCH, JARROD N/A 460 |405 MITCHELL, JOHNNY NYJ 1430/505 ELLARD, HENRY WAS 1620 | 562 GREEN, WILLIE CAR 670 
6 ANDERSON, G. WA 2000 |141 SALISBURY, SEAN N/A 700261 MITCHELL, BRIAN WAS. 460 |406 COATES, BEN NE 1410/506 FRYAR, IRVING MIA 1580 | 563 DAWSEY, LAWRENCE TB 660 
7 REVEIZ, FUAD MIN 2000 |142FREROTTE,GUS | WAS 650/262 MOORE,DERRICK SF 430 407 HARRIS, JACKIE © 1B 1140/507 SHARPE, STERLING N/A 1570 | 564 CARTER, ANTHONY N/A 640 
8 CHRISTIE, STEVE BUF 1940 |143 RICHARDSON, BUCKY HOU 560/263 VARDELL, TOMMY CLE 410/408 BRUENER,MARK PIT 1000 508 BROWN, TIM RAl 1520 | 565 STONE, DWIGHT PIT 620 
9 JACKE, CHRIS GB 1920 |144 EVANS, VINCE WA 560/264 RUSSELL, LEONARD N/A 390 409 BRADY, KYLE NYJ 1000 | 509 REED, ANDRE BUF 1500 | 586 LANGHORNE, REGGIE N/A 620 
1O HANSON, JASON DET 1900 145GANNON, RICH = KC 550/265 SMITH, ROBERT © MIN 390 410 MCGEE, TONY CIN 970/510 RISON, ANDRE CLE 1490 | S67 ISMAIL,QADRY = MIN 620 
11 BRIEN, DOUG SF 1850 146NAGLE, BROWNING IND  530|266 NEAL,LORENZO NO 380/411 CROSS,HOWARD NYG 800/511 DAVIS, WILLIE KC 1450 | 568 JEFFERSON, SHAWN SD 620 
12 LOWERY, NICK NYJ 1800 /147 TRUDEAU, JACK CAR = 500267 THOMAS, BLAIR N/A 370/412 WATKINS, KENDELL DAL 800/512 HARPER, ALVIN TB 1390 | 569 ISMAIL,RAGHIB RAI 620 
13 JAEGER, JEFF RAl 1780 | 268 WILLIAMS, JOHNL PIT 370 413 DILGER, KEN IND 800/513 ALEXANDER, DERRIC CLE 1370 | 570 WINANS, TYDUS WAS 610 
14 JOHNSON, NORM © ATL 1770 | Running Backs 269 HEBRON, VAUGH © PHI 370 |414 FAURIA. CHRISTIAN SEA 800/514 ANDERSON, WILLIE IND 1240 | 571 REED, JAKE MIN 610 
15 DEL GRECO, AL NA re }ID Player TM Salary |270 ROBINSON, GREG RAI 360 |415 BAVARO, MARK WA 740 515 CLARK, GARY MIA 1100 | 572 SEAY, MARK SD 590 
16 PELFREY, DOUG CIN 201 SANDERS, BARRY DET 3710 |271 WORKMAN, VINCE TB 360/416 WALLS, WESLEY NO 700/516 BARNETT, FRED © PHI 1090 | 573 MILLS, ERNIE PIT 580 
17 STOVER, MATT CLE 1680 202 SMITH, EMMITT DAL 3530 |272 VAUGHN, JON KC 360 |417 HORTON, ETHAN = N/A 620 517 BRISBY, VINCENT NE 1070 574 MONK, ART WA 580 
18 LOHMILLER, CHIP = WAS 1660 203 FAULK, MARSHALL IND 2590 |273 MURRELL, ADRIAN NYJ 350 |418 CASH, KERRY RAl 610 518 MARTIN, ERIC KC 1060 | 575 RUSSELL, DEREK N/A 560 
19 BUTLER, KEVIN CHI 1650 | 204 ALLEN, TERRY MIN 2460 |274 GREEN, HAROLD CIN 350 419 NOVACEK, JAY DAL 580 519 MOORE, ROB ARZ 1060 576 WADDLE, TOM CIN 550 
20 BAHR, MATT NE 1540 205 WARREN, CHRIS © SEA 2460 |275 FLOYD, WILLIAM SF 350 420 PIERCE, AARON NYG §50|520 HAYNES, MICHAEL NO 1060 577 BAILEY, VICTOR KC 540 


21 BIASUCCI, DEAN NWA 1470 206 WATTERS, RICKY PHI 2350 |276 THOMPSON, D. CHI 350/421 WALKER, DERRICK KC 520/521 GRAHAM, JEFF CHI 1030 578 HOWARD, DESMOND JAC 540 
22 MURRAY, EDDIE PHI 1450 207 THOMAS, THURMAN BUF 2290 |277 BIENIEMY,ERIC CIN 320 422 JORDAN, STEVE MIN 510/522 JACKSON, MICHAEL CLE 1010 | 579 MARSHALL, ARTHUR NYG 540 
23 HUSTED, MICHAEL TB 1450 298 FOSTER, BARRY PIT 2000 |278 THOMPSON, LEROY N/A 310 423 DRAYTON, TROY = STL 500/523 MARTIN, TONY SD 1000 580 SANDERS, RICKY N/A 530 
24 TREADWELL, DAVID N/A 1450 299 BETTIS, JEROME © STL 1990 |279 WORD, BARRY WA 310 424 KINCHEN, BRIAN = CLE 470| 524 GALLOWAY, JOEY SEA 1000 | 581 CONWAY, CURTIS CHI 530 


25 DAVIS, GREG ARZ 1440 210 MORRIS, BAM PIT. 1710 |260 BENNETT, EDGAR GB 310 |425 COOPER, ADRIAN MIN. 450 525 SANDERS, DEION N/A 1000 | 582 WRIGHT, ALEXANDERSTL 520 
26 KASAY, JOHN CAR 1410 211 WHITE, LORENZO CLE 1590 |281 HILLIARD, DALTON N/A 300 |426 METZELAARS, PETE CAR 400 526 STOKES, J.J. SF 1000 |583 BROOKS, BILL N/A 510 
27 ZENDEJAS, TONY STL. 1390 | 212 WALKER, HERSCHEL NYG 1560 |282 WILLIAMS, HARVEY RAl 290/427 GLOVER, ANDREW RAI 390527 WESTBROOK, WICHAEL WAS 1000 | 584 PRITCHARD, MIKE DEN 510 
28 ELLIOTT, LIN KC 1370213 MEANS, NATRONE SD 1510 |283 CENTERS, LARRY ARZ 290/428 ARMSTRONG, TYJI 7B 380/528 CARTER, CHIS MIN 980 | 585 LEWIS, NATE ATL 490 
29 COFER, MIKE IND 1260 | 214 HAMPTON, RODNEY NYG 1450 |284 JOHNSON, LESHON GB 290 /429 WEST, ED IND 380|529 HESTER, JESSIE STL 970 S86 CRITTENDEN, RAY NE 490 


30 DALUISO, BRAD NYG 1170 | 215 BROWN, GARY HOU 1420 |285 DUNBAR, VAUGHN NO 280 |430 JOHNSON, REGGIE N/A 330/530 PICKENS, CARL CIN 970 | 587 SMALL, TORRANCE NO 490 
31 WILKINS, JEFF PHI 1000 |216 JOHNSON, JOHNNY NYJ 1370 |286 LEWIS, DARREN N/A 270 |431 HAYES, JONATHAN PIT 320/531 TAYLOR, JOHN SF 970 | 588 MORGAN, ANTHONY N/A 430 
|217 BROOKS, REGGIE WAS 1170 |287 CHAFFEY, PAT WA 270 432 HALL, RON DET 310/532 JETT, JAMES RAl 960 589 DUNCAN, CURTIS N/A 410 
218 METCALF, ERIC © ATL 1130 |288 BENNETT, DONNELL KC 270 433 BRENNER, HOBY N/A 290/533 SHERRARD, MIKE NYG 960 590 TILLMAN, CEDRIC JAC 410 
1219 HOARD, LEROY CLE 1080 |289 GRAHAM, SCOTTIE MIN 260 434 HOLMAN, RODNEY DET 270/534 CARRIER, MARKJ CAR 940 591 MCCAFFREY,ED DEN 400 


1 Piayer TM Salat | 999 WHEATLEY, TYRONE NYG 1000 |290 WORLEY, TIM N/A 260 435 CASH, KEITH KC 270/535 WILLIAMS, CALVIN PHI 920 592 MCDUFFIE, 0.J. MIA 400 
101 YOUNG, STEVE SF 400/221 KAUFMAN, NAP. RAI 1000 (291 TURNER, KEVIN PHI 260 436 PUPUNU, ALFRED SD 250/536 EARLY, QUINN NO 920 593 MCGEE, TIM CIN 390 
402 HOSTETLER, JEFF RAI 3000/ 222 STEWART, JAMES JAC 1000 |292 HARRIS,RAYMONT CHI 260 437 CARTER, PAT HOU 250 537 PROEHL, RICKY SEA 920 594 QUERY, JEFF CIN 370 
103 MARINO, DAN MIA 2660 223 WILLIAMS, S. DAL 1000 293 HEARST, GARRISON ARZ 240 |438 GEDNEY, CHRIS CHI 240 538 BIRDEN, JJ ATL 910 595 CLAYTON, MARK N/A 360 
104 TESTAVERDE, VINNY CLE 2470 224 CARTER, KI-JANA CIN 1000 |294 BELL, NICK WA 240 439 JENNINGS, KEITH WA 230 539 GIVINS, ERNEST HOU 900 596 JOHNSON, VANCE DEN 350 
105 ELWAY, JOHN DEN 2460. 225 SALAAM, RASHAAN CHI 1000 |295 ANDERS, KIMBLE KC 240 |440 POPSON, TED SF 200/540 SCOTT, DARNAY CIN 900 597 BRUCE, ISAAC STL 350 
106 KELLY, JIM BUF 2440/ 226 ALLEN, MARCUS KC 960 |296 CARTER, DEXTER NYJ 230 541 COPELAND, HORACE TB 880 598 COPELAND, RUSSELL BUF 340 


107 HUMPHRIES, STAN SD 2410 227 MOORE, RON NYJ 940 |297 WARREN, LAMONT IND 220 Positions and salaries, 542 HILL, RANDAL MIA 880 599 DAVIS, WENDELL CHI 340 
108 CUNNINGHAM, R PHI 2280, 228 HARMON, RONNIE SD 860 |298 JOHNSON, ANTHONY CHI 220 as listed here, remain the 543 EMANUEL, BERT ATL 870 | 600 TILLMAN, LAWYER CAR 330 


109 SHULER, HEATH WAS 2230/2290 BATES, MARIO. NO 860 |299 RATHMAN, TOM NIA 210 Same alt season! «S44 BLADES, BRIAN SEA 870601 BARNETT, TIM N/A 320 
{10 ERICKSON, CRAIG IND 2120 230 POTTS, ROOSEVELT IND 830 545 DAWKINS, SEAN IND 850 | 602 WELLMAN, GARY HOU 310 
111 MOON, WARREN MIN 2120|231 HEYWARD, CRAIG ATL 800 545 JOHNSON, CHARLES PIT 830 | 603 SINGLETON, NATE SF 290 
112 BLEDSOE, DREW NE 2060 /232 ZELLARS, RAY NO 800 1 FOOTBAL 547 MATHIS, TERANCE ATL 830 | 604 JONES, ERNIE N/A 290 
113 KRIEG, DAVE —ARZ = 2040| 233 FLETCHER, TERRELL SD 800 gna Lip 548 WILSON, CHARLES TB 800 | 605 BROOKS, ROBERT GB 270 
{14 O'DONNELL, NEIL PIT 2040/234 BERNSTINE,ROD DEN 770 pi AG 549 SANDERS, FRANK  ARZ 800 | 606 TURNER, FLOYD IND 260 
{15 HEBERT, BOBBY ATL 1960| 235 RHETT, ERRICT 770 x 560 OLIVER, JIMMY SD 800 | 607 EDWARDS, ANTHONY N/A 260 


551 PERRIMAN, BRETT DET 790 608 MCMURTRY,GREG CHI 250 
552 HAWKINS, COURTNEY TB 790 609 THOMAS, LAMAR 1B 250 
553 SLAUGHTER, W HOU 780 610 MCCARDELL, KEENANCLE 250 
554 BEEBE, DON CAR 770 611 WILLIAMS, KEVIN DAL 230 
555 TIMPSON, MICHAEL CHI 770 612 OBEE, TERRY WA 230 
556 DAWSON, LAKE KC 750 613 HARRIS, LEONARD N/A 220 
557 INGRAM, MARK GB 740 G14 HASTINGS, ANDRE PIT 220 


TB 

116 EVERETT, JIM NO 1930 236 HILL, GREG KC 

117 AIKMAN, TROY DAL 1880 237 PEGRAM, ERRIC = PIT 
118 GEORGE, JEFF ATL 1510) 238 SHERMAN, HEATH N/A = 740 

MIA 

RAI 

JAC 


+ + 


119 HARBAUGH, JIM = IND = 1420) 239 KIRBY, TERRY 
120 FAVRE, BRETT GB 1400 240 FENNER, DERRICK 
121 BLAKE, JEFF CIN 1320) 241 COBB, REGGIE 
122 BEUERLEIN, STEVE JAC 1300) 242 DAVIS, KENNETH N/A 660 
123 TOMCZAK, MIKE PIT 1270) 243 BROUSSARD, STEVE CIN 630 


Only players listed on this F 
124 ESIASON, BOOMER NYJ 1210/ 244 SPIKES, IRVING MIA 630 Officially Licensed Product of the 
125 MITCHELL, SCOTT DET © 1180/245 TILLMAN, LEWIS CHI 620 Ny ational Football League Players Association page ra Ke — Lest om Shaped or 


126 PEETE, RODNEY PHI 1150 246 BAXTER, BRAD NYJ 590 


127 MILLER, CHRIS STL 1080) 247 BUTTS, MARION N/A 880 “ E = 

428 MIRER, RICK SEA 1050/ 248 GARY, CLEVELAND N/A 570 Complete the entry form and enter your team using a Visa or fa xed by 9 PM 
129 CHANDLER, CHRIS HOU 1020) 249 HIGGS, MARK WA 550 Master Card by calling 1-800-568-6288 from 9 AM to 9 PM 

Y30 COLLINS, KERRY CAR 1000) 250 BYARS, KEITH MIA 540 Monday thru Sunday or by fax (314) 991-1564 anytime. Satu rday, 

131 MCNAIR, STEVE HOU 1000 251 BYNER, EARNEST CLE 500 é yea 

132 WILSON, WADE WA 910 252 PARMALEE, BERNIE MIA 500 To pay with check or money order mail to: Septem ber PA 
133 SCHROEDER, JAY N/A 850 253 BAILEY, JOHNNY STL 490 CDM, Inc., 11756 Borman Drive, Suite 220, 
134 BROWN, DAVID. NYG 830 254 MEGGETT, DAVID. NE 480 St. Louis, MO 63146-4133 1995 


135 RYPIEN, MARK NWA 810) 255 LANG, DAVID DAL 


All salaries are in 00's. Players nol listed on this page must be placed on taxi squad-Salary 750. The player's team is based on team as of May 7, 1995 


ll. Starting Team ill. Taxi Squad 
Feel free to enlarge or use a separate piece of paper 
Pos Id Name Salary Pos Id Name Salary 


|. Team Owner Information 


S&S 
Name 


Id Name Salary 


K RB 1 
Team Name | 
K ' RB 2 
Address K = ‘TE 3 
City QB _ 4 
Phone QB WR 5 
MCIVISA QB | ; 
$99 Challenge Entry ($79 or $89 if early) — —— RB H WR 
Additional Entries — Quantity x $79.00 = RB ; WR___ 8 
Weekly Reports Quantity__ x $10.00= _- RB i wR 9 
Additional Address Quantity__ x $10.00 = = = { = 10 
TOTAL PAYMENT RB WR 


H: \d a TSN Challenge before? 
yok acount uber <a Total Team Salary (cannot exceed $30,000,000) $ 


ot m2 NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To receive a copy of the rules and a one-time team selection entry form void of 
—— aes SS VISA all services, send a letter size,sell-addressed, stamped envelope to: CDM, Inc./Football, P.O. Box 28336, St. 


= Louis, MO 63146. One request per household. All requests must be received by August 28, 1995. 
Fantasy Sports 


by RICK GOSSELIN pas vorninc news 


arry Sanders runs a race that has no 
finish line. He sprints with footballs 
fm for sport, not for distance or glory. 
So when Sanders tells you 2,000 

B yards is no big deal to him, believe it. 
That's what the Detroit running back told 
everyone last December when he was on the 
verge of history. Heading into his final game 
of the 1994 season, Sanders already had his 
second NFL rushing title in hand and his Lions 
had clinched a playoff spot. So the regular- 
season finale figured to be a command per- 
formance by Barry the Great, who needed 
169 yards against the Miami Dolphins to 
become just the third player in NFL history to 
rush for 2,000 yards in a season. 

Now 169 yards might have sounded a bit 
unrealistic for one night of work, except that 
Sanders had already posted three 170-yard 
games that 
season. And 
Lions coach 
Wayne Fontes 
was threaten- 
ing to increase 
Barry's workload to ensure him that magical 
2,000. Thanks, but no thanks, said Sanders. 
The object is to win games, not gain yards. 

“What drives me week-to-week is com- 
peting, making big plays, making things hap- 
pen,” Sanders said. “That's why we play. | 
love to get as many yards as | can...but that’s 
secondary.” 

Sanders proved that in his rookie year 
when he found himself in position to win an 
NFL rushing title on the final day of the 1989 
season. Kansas City's Christian Okoye had 
1,382 yards and the lead. Sanders was 70 
yards back. Both runners were playing early 
games that day: Okoye at Miami and 
Sanders at Atlanta. 

Okoye pounded the Dolphins for 98 yards 
in a Kansas City victory and finished his sea- 
son with 1,480. But the Detroit game was still 
in progress and Sanders was closing fast, rat- 
tling the Falcons for 158 yards. Heading into 
the final minute, Sanders trailed Okoye by 10 
yards. Then the Lions regained possession 
with a 31-24 lead. Fontes was informed by 
club officials in the press box that Sanders 
needed 11 yards to win a rushing crown. 
Detroit had 51 seconds left and two time- 
outs—plenty of ammunition for Sanders to 
overtake Okoye. After all, he had ripped the 
Falcons for an average of 7.9 yards per carry 
that day. So Fontes told Sanders to get in 
there and win himself a title. 

Sanders declined. He told Fontes that 
Tony Paige, his backup in Detroit's one- 
back set, had worked hard in practice and 
deserved this chance to play. “Let's just 
win and go home,” Sanders told Fontes. 
Paige took the field and the Lions fin- 
ished the game with quarterback 
Bob Gagliano taking a knee on 
three consecutive snaps. The 
Lions didn’t use their timeouts. 
Sanders didn’t win his rushing 
title. Z 

“That's the unselfish per- 
son he is,” Fontes said. 
“He’s not the type of 
player to draw atten- 
tion to himself. Individual 
accomplishments aren't that 
important to him.” 
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So there was no gnashing of teeth when 
Sanders failed in his quest for 2,000 in the 
1994 season finale. He rushed for only 52 
yards, but he was more disappointed in 
Detroit's 27-20 loss to Miami than his own 
failure to join Eric Dickerson and O.J. Simp- 
son in the exclusive 2,000-yard club. 

“It's hard for me to go in and compete 
against numbers,” Sanders said. “We com- 
pete against people. That's the thrill of the 
game—competing against the man on the 
other side of the ball. When you've con- 
quered them, that’s when you get your satis- 
faction. The yards become secondary.” 

Sanders may be modest but his 
achievements aren't. He has already 
bagged one 2,000-yard season in his foot- 
ball career, rushing for an NCAA-record 
2,628 yards at Oklahoma State in 1988. He 
won the Heisman 
Trophy that season, 
then became one of 
the first underclass- 
men ever to enter 
an NFL draft. The 
Lions claimed Sanders with the third overall 
pick in 1989 and he went on to win Rookie of 
the Year honors for his runner-up finish in 
the rushing race. 

Sanders became the first Lion to win a 
rushing title in 50 years when 
he rolled up 1,304 
yards in 1990. A 
knee injury cost 
him a chance 
to win his 
second 
crown in 
1993 when 
he missed 
the final 


five games of the season. He had 1,115 
yards at the time of his injury and a 153-yard 
lead on his former college teammate Thur- 
man Thomas. His second rushing title came 
in 1994 and it was Barry at his finest. His 
1,883 yards constituted the fourth-best sea- 
son in league history. Along the way he 
torched Dallas, the NFL's top-rated defense, 
for 194 yards rushing. He also slapped 110 
yards on Minnesota, the NFL's No. 1 run 
defense, and 188 more on Green Bay, the 
No. 3 run defense. Sanders averaged 5.7 
yards per carry, a yard better than any other 
running back, and didn’t lose a fumble all 
season. Sanders joined Dickerson as the 
only backs in league history to rush for 1,000 
yards in each of their first six seasons. He 
also has been selected to six consecutive 
Pro Bowls. 

“In his first few seasons in the league,” 
Fontes said, “people would ask me, ‘Who's 
the best back—Barry? Emmitt [Smith]? Thur- 
man?’ | kind of danced around the question 
because | wanted to be diplomatic. Now | 
don't even hesitate. Barry Sanders is the best 
runner that's ever touched the football—peri- 
od. The second-best isn't even close.” 

Talk like that makes Sanders uncomfort- 
able. He deflects praise in the direction of 
his blockers, his teammates, his coaches— 
everyone but himself. It's not easy for Barry 
Sanders being Barry Sanders. 

“He's just a guy that wants to blend 
in,” Lions vice president Chuck 
Schmidt said. 
Except that his legs won't let 
him. And the Lions are thankful 
for that. 


eion Sanders could always do 
whatever he wanted, whenever he 
wanted. Just give him the ball, give 
him a challenge, and get out of 
his way. 

Basketball? No problem. He was a 
shooter, naturally, on his high school team 
and earned second-team all-state honors in 
Florida by averaging 24 points. In fact, 
Sanders picked up his nickname “Prime 
Time” from a high school teammate for his 
dunking prowess. 

Baseball? He was a vacuum in the out- 
field and a sixth-round draft pick by the 
Kansas City Roy- 
als coming out of 
high school in 
1985—selected 
before Bo Jack- 
son, Mark Grace, 
and John Smoltz. He went on to play ina 
College World Series at Florida State in 
1987 and, five years later, in a real World 
Series, where he hit .533 for the Atlanta 
Braves. 

Football? Sanders was a quarterback in 
high school, but Florida State tried to take 
the ball out of his hands by playing him on 
defense. Deion turned his cornerback post 
into an offensive launching pad by scoring 
six touchdowns on interceptions and punts 
in his career. He won the Thorpe Award as 
college football’s best defensive back in 
1988, then put in his bid as pro football’s 
best corner in 1991 with the first of his four 
consecutive Pro Bowl berths. 

But there was a void in Deion’s athletic 
career. A championship void. The Semi- 
noles didn’t win in his College World Series 
appearance, and although they won all four 
football bow! games in the Sanders era, not 
a one was for the national title. His Braves 
lost his lone World Series appearance and 
his Falcons were pathetic pretenders in the 
NFL. Atlanta managed only one winning 
season in Deion’s five years and appeared 
in just one playoff game (a blowout loss). 

Jewelry-freak that he is, Sanders could 
not wear the one ring he wanted most: a 
championship ring. His individual skills 
had always set him apart from the rest. But 
in a team-sport realm, Sanders would need 
some help. Enter San Francisco. Deion 
was a free agent in 1994, his baseball 
career was on hold because of the strike, 
and the 49ers felt they were one player 
away from winning another Super Bowl. 
They had lost to Dallas in back-to-back 
NFC championship games because the 
Cowboys had one wide receiver too many. 
The 49ers could rotate their defense to 
slow down Pro Bowler Michael Irvin, but 
Alvin Harper would trample them on the 
other side. In three Dallas victories over 
San Francisco in 1992-93, including those 
two NFC title games, Harper had eight 
catches for 231 yards. 

So who better to solve the 49ers’ cover- 
age problem than the best coverage player 
in the NFL? But Deion didn’t fit in the button- 
down, conservative world of the San Fran- 
cisco organization. The 49ers play with a 
quiet dignity, an air of confidence. Sanders 
was one of the high priests of trash talk. He 
played with sass. When he prevailed, he 
prevailed loudly. His touchdowns on inter- 
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ception and kick returns (and there had 
been eight of them with the Falcons) rivaled 
Broadway productions with their struts, 
strolls, and dance steps. The 49ers desper- 
ately wanted his coverage skills, but they 
weren't sure they wanted the rest of his 
package. 

“Everybody had a certain image of 
Deion—an idea of what he was like, what he 
could do, and how he did it,” 49ers presi- 
dent Carmen Policy said. “We checked him 
out thoroughly and the one thing we found 
out is that he’s a man of his word. They told 
us he may not always do what you want him 

to do, but he will 
always do what 
he tells you he'll 
do. That's all you 
can ask a guy like 
that. When he 
gave us his word on certain things, that was 
enough for us. Believe me, he lived up to it.” 

Sanders accepted a one-year contract 
at a bargain rate of $1.1 million. He would 
receive a $500,000 bonus if 
the 49ers won the NFC 
title game and anoth- 
er $250,000 if they 
won the Super Bowl. 
Sanders bet on him- 
self...and won. ’ i 2 
Policy was < 
only too 
happy to pay 
the extra 
money his 
49ers also 
gambled 


on Sanders... 
and won. 

“It wouldn't 
have worked unless 
we were positioned 
as we were, as 
close as we were,” 
Policy said. “Put 
Deion on any one 
of the other 26 
teams, | don’t think 
it's the same. It 
may not have even 
been the same if 
he was on Dallas. 
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He was the single-most needed ingredient 
for our team, based upon where our team 
was.” 

Sanders was the defensive difference- 
maker on a San Francisco team that had 
always gushed with offensive might. He 
arrived when the 49ers were struggling at 1- 
1. They went 15-2 the rest of the way. 
Sanders intercepted eight passes and 
returned three of them for touchdowns on 
his way to NFL Defensive Player of the Year 
honors. His mere presence forced offenses 
to look the other way. That was apparent in 
the NFC title game when the 49ers 
assigned Sanders man coverage on Harp- 
er, their long-time nemesis. Troy Aikman 
didn’t even throw him a pass until the fourth 
quarter. Harper was finally neutralized and 
the 49ers were on the way to the Super Bowl 
with a 38-28 victory. 

“Deion is able to take away a team's 
great receiver,” 49ers coach George Seifert 
said. “Most clubs, if they have any, have 
one. Seldom do they have two. Then the 
rest of your coverage can overplay the 
other people. You minimize the potential of 
the offensive club. It was like everybody 
else on the defense took a big, deep breath 
[when the 49ers signed Sanders]. There 

was a sense of confidence.” 

Now Sanders has his ring—and a 
new identity. 

“A winner,” Sanders said. “With the Fal- 
cons | was known as a pretty good athlete, 
a great competitor, but not a winner. 
With the 49ers, you're known as a winner. “ 

Now Sanders can 
concentrate 
ona World 

Series 

ring. 


AL 


Pes 


> 


Fee ees 
- 


wets 


ie 


ry 


<r %s 


é 
or 


ea 


Foo: 


= 


x, 


: 


Pa 


by TOM FRIEND NEW YORK TIMES 


teve Young walked home from the 
Super Bowl. He had had a limou- 
sine, charted for the evening, but it 
was too claustrophobic in there. He 
needed fresh air, humid or not, and 
when the limo was immersed in Fort Laud- 
erdale gridlock, he hit the sidewalk. He was 
in denim and plaid, but the fanatics outside 
the San Francisco 49ers hotel must have 
been expecting their quarterback in black 
tie. In the dead of 
night, they loped right 
past him. He had mat- 
ted hair, a limp, and 
a loosened belt when 
he arrived to the 
security gate. 
“Can | help you?” asked the guard. 
“It's him,” said Young's companion. 
“Do you have any passes?” asked the 
guard. 
“Yeah,” Young said. “Just threw six of 


‘ ” 


em. 
It is hard to believe this happened in 
Steve Young's season of recognition. Once 
and for all, he had turned Joe Montana into 
an old yearbook photo. This was Young's 
prom and he had taken the vote, unanimous- 
ly, for king. He had thrown the Super Bowl's 
ceremonial first touchdown, a lob to Ricky 
Watters, and the rout was on. The San Diego 
Chargers blitzed, they played prevent, they 
could've deployed 15 men, but they were not 
going to disturb Young. You needed a calcu- 
lator to count his yards, two hands to count 
his touchdowns passes. 

"Six?" he said, amazed at him- 
self. “Not since Pee Wee , 
League have | done that. ‘ 
That's insane. You 
just don't 
do that, 
and 


then to do it in the 
Super Bowl...It's almost 
too much, too good.” 
It was the year of his life. 
Deion Sanders taught him to 
dance and he taught himself to 
scream. At times, he did not have 
blockers, fans, or the use of muscles 
in his neck. But he has just been fitted 
for a ring. The year began with him on 
his back, or almost. The 49ers lost 
Harris Barton and then Steve Wallace 
and then Jesse Sapolu and then Ralph 
Tamm. Nearly every offensive lineman 
had been cursed, or so it seemed, and 
49er opponents were no longer counting 
to 5-Mississippi before harrying Young. 
Chased at will for the first half of the sea- 
son, Young was yanked apart like a wish- 
bone and still kept the 49ers winning. It 
was a defining moment, of sorts, because 
his teammates now had more admiration for 
him than ever. He never once whined about 
his body sprain, he never once asked out. 
Montana, on the other hand, would have 
been broken in two. 
A game against Philadelphia won over 
his teammates for good. It was a 40-8 loss, at 
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Candlestick Park, your once-every-five-year 
off day at home. Coach George Seifert 
yanked Young early, to save his spine from a 
pounding, but Young took exception. The 
Mormon who drank milk began to spew 
obscenities toward his coach. It was plain for 
every 49er to see: This quarterback cares. 

“| plead insanity,” Young said later of his 

tirade. 

“Well,” said his father, LeGrande (other- 
wise known as “Grit”), 
| had never seen him 
that...verbal.” 

lf he was no 
leader before, he was 
now. Fight authority, 
and sometimes it’s you—not authority—who 
wins. His teammates also admired his seren- 
ity over the specter of Montana. The 49ers 
met the Chiefs early in the 1994 season, a 
matchup that had the fans choosing sides. 
Montana was the legend, Young was the 
heir, and some in San Francisco were root- 
ing for past to defeat present. The fans 
betrayed Young before that Kansas City 
game, and when Montana's Chiefs won the 
contest, Young 
somehow 
remained 
composed. 


“The game was billed as Joe vs. Steve when, 
clearly, it was Derrick Thomas vs. Steve,” 
said Young's attorney, Leigh Steinberg. 

Still, Young made no ill mention after- 
ward about a player, Montana, who had 
backstabbed him for years. “Maybe the stu- 
dent still has something to learn from the 
master,” he told reporters. But later at a pay 
phone, he called his mother and father's 
answering machine in Greenwich, Connecti- 
cut, and his half-serious message was: 
“Joe's a hero...and I’m a schmuck.” 

And, literally, that was some people's 
opinion in San Francisco. Until Young won 
an important game, until he had an airline 
ticket to a Super Bowl, he was Mr. Irrelevant 
to them. Winning the first Dallas game, late 
in the season, was a step in the right direc- 
tion. The NFC championship game, though, 
would either make or stomp all over Young's 
reputation. But he nearly watched the game 
on television. Twenty-four hours before kick- 
off, teammate Richard Dent had inadver- 
tently kneed him in the spine. Young could 
not roll his neck, much less roll out. Due the 
wonders of adrenaline, he played and cele- 
brated later with a hip-hop dance move with 
teammate Sanders. 

In his private moments, Young sensed 
vindication. Before the Super Bowl, his team- 
mates talked about winning the game for 
their quarterback, to boot the Montana mon- 
key from his back, and he knew then it was 
his, and only his, team. “They were talking 
about winning it for me,” Young said, “and 
that, to me, was an amazing camaraderie.” 
As the Super Bowl clock slid 

toward :00, Young tried 

to take a mental 

Polaroid. “Harris Bar- 

s ton wanted me to 
remember the 
moment,” he 
said. “| looked 
at the score- 
board 
and 


a 


watched 
the people. | 
took myself out 
of the emotion, 
and | was 
the observer.” 
He and the championship 
trophy were a hot couple. He 
kissed it, looked into its eyes. 
“There was just so much 
emotion poured into 
that one little object,” 
he said. Then he was 
handed his Most Valuable 
Player award: keys to a Riv- 
iera. Itis a luxury car, a car Mon- 
tana would have driven. Montana 
was a Mercedes guy, a Lamborgh- 
ini guy, a limousine guy. But 
Young, a month after the Super 
Bowl, traded the Riviera in. 
For a pickup truck. 
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AUTHENTIC TEAM WEAR 


A. NFL PRO LINE WORKOUT T-SHIRT 


itis by Champion 
pITTSB Heavyweight cotton with ribbed crew neck full athletic 


4 cut and team name screened across front. Machine 
ER if ; ; wash, tumble dry. Made in the USA and imported. 
ST Most NFL teams available. 
: Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXb cc... cesessesessee $17.99 
. ltem# EWT 
= . B. PAINTBRUSH CAP 
by io Athletic 
NFL Pro Line wool blend cap with team logo directly 


embroidered on front. Adjustable. Imported. 
Many NFL teams available. 
ol a Cele i ele Aa eran $18.99 


; LS aS = C. AUTHENTIC NFL TURF SHIRT 


b 

Warn by pro’s under their jerseys. Made of 100% cotton 
with team name embroidered at neck. Full athletic cut, 
5% lycra in cuffs and collar for a better fit. Machine 
wash, tumble dry. Made in the USA. 

Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL, 3XL ........ $29.99 
NFS cad ftem# EMN 

NCAA .......... Item# DMN 


D. SCRIPT Il SWEATSHIRT by Starter 


Heavyweight hooded sweatshirt with felt team lettering 
es sewn on front and logo on sleeve. Machine wash, tumble 

dry. Imported. 

Most NFL teams available. 

Adult sizes: M, Ly Xbi. ccc cccceeseeeesessseseeseees $54.99 

XXL....... seven 9.99 

ltem# F2H 

E. NFL THROWBACK JERSEY 

rid Champion 

100% heavyweight cotton with padded elbows, drop tail, 


underarm gussets, sewn-on numbers and patches. 
Machine wash, line dry. Made in the USA. 

Many NFL teams/players available. 

Adult sizes: L(44), XL(48) ......-seccsssessssensee $89.99 
ltem# TTJ 

F NFL REPLICA JERSEY by Champion 
100% nylon mesh jersey complete with popular player's 
name on back, number on front and back, team accents 
on sleeves. Machine wash, tumble dry. Made in the USA. 


Most NFL teams available. 

Child sizes: S, M, Ly Xb wesc ceeescseeeceenee $34.99 
Adult sizes: M, L, XL, XXL oo. escseeeeeeceseee $39.99 
ltem# FNJ 


Send $2.00 for a 72-page color catalog 
or FREE with every order. 


CALL TODAY, TOLL FREE 


1-800-PRO-TEAM 


1-800-776-8326 
AND USE YOUR CREDIT CARD! 
[opm] 
Or send your check or money order to: 
1-800-PRO-TEAM 
3000 S.W. 42nd Ave. ¢ Palm City, FL 34990 
Dept. SFF! 


pt. SFF95 
Add $5.99 for shipping within the continental U.S. 
Call for shipping charges elsewhere. 


" 


vi, ie 
Ss 


Sp ai 


rie, 


rot 
ae » 
“Ee 


Sis 
oe = 

oe 

% 

EY 


~- 
-4y 


hag 
ant we 


T 


ti 


hor. 


OTBALLS 


q a , 

— 

3 
¢ 


by TOM FRIEND \2w york ties 


is neck burned like a forest fire and 

his left arm slept on the job. Junior 

Seau could tackle you with his 

pinched nerve, but he needed a 

month off, ultrasound around the 
clock, and more days at the beach with 
Dennis Hopper. Still, he was not going to 
miss Super Bowl XXIX for the world, or for his 
mom. She had asked him to quit this contact 
sport since grade school, but he told her this 
contact sport paid for her new house, her 
new car, and the beds her children never 
had growing up. That quieted her down. He 
told her there was no harm in a little numb- 
ness; he couldn't feel it anyway. 

Junior Seau of the San Diego Chargers 
was motivated by the thought of a Super 
Bowl, the thought of his guilt, and the 
thought of his father still doing custodian 
work. Before the Super Bowl against the San 
Francisco 49ers, he draped a towel over his 
head and seemed inconsolable. But under- 
neath that veil, where no one else could trav- 
el, he was pumping himself up in a personal 
ceremony that allowed him to play over the 
speed limit. At times that evening, it seemed 
to be a game of 11-on-1 (11 49ers vs. 1 
Seau). The final score of 49-26 got on his 
nerves more than his pinched nerve. 

But he has been playing hurt for 
decades. The home Junior knew as a child, 
the one that 
lacked bed- 
rooms, stirred 
his original 
hunger and 
was an impor- 
tant frame of 
reference. His roommates then were a 
brother, a car, and a dishwasher. “We didn't 
know any different,” Seau said. “We thought 
everybody slept in the garage." 

They resided in a poor, Somoan section 
of Oceanside, California, and jobs were to 
be hunted, cherished. Every Seau son—all 
three of them—were to contribute to the 
family pot, although Junior sparred with his 
father over the work edict. It was Junior's 
preference to play high school sports— 
where no one else could run as fast or 
leap as high—but it took much explain- 
ing at home. Tiana Seau was a 
stern taskmaster. Junior was 
afraid. He knew if he 
was not going to 
share in the 
breadwinning, 
he had { 
better do 
some winning 
elsewhere. , 
Either out of 
guilt, or natural- ‘ 
born ability—or ' 
both—Seau f 
became the area's 
premier football 
and basketball play- 
er. Nothing could 
deter him. Literally 48 
hours after undergoing 
abdominal surgery, he bled 
through his basketball uni- 
form and still led his team 
to the high school champi- 
onship. 


i < 


Seau's parents, sensing their son's com- 
mitment, began attending games with the 
entire family. Junior had enough relatives to 
fill the bleachers, and they chipped in to 
make him perhaps the first high school ath- 
lete with incentive clauses. “For an intercep- 
tion or a sack, they gave him $10,” said one 
of his high school coaches, Bill Christopher. 
“One day, they paid up, and he had a wad of 
bills that could choke a horse.” 

After sitting out his freshman season at 
Southern Cal due to Prop 48 (“If you know 
Junior, that's worse than taking a hammer to 
his head,” Christopher said), Seau was 
obsessed with paying his family back, ten- 
fold. And once he signed a first-round con- 
tract with his hometown Chargers, he retired 
the childhood shack he grew up in. “Bought 
them a house and car with the first check,” 
he said. But his father still would not quit his 
custodial job at the local high school, and 
Seau decided then he would never turn 
complacent, either. On the second snap of 
his first preseason game, he was ejected for 
fighting the Raiders’ Steve Wisniewski, and 
he was feared from that moment on. 

The Pro Bow! became his annual vaca- 
tion stop, he sponsored a clothing line 
called “Say Ow,” and he became the Charg- 
ers’ only media darling. He bench-pressed 
Jay Leno on The Tonight Show and filmed a 
sneaker commerical on the 
Santa Monica Pier with Den- 
nis Hopper, which he called 
“the highlight of my career." 

The lowlight, though, 
had to be the day his 
brother, Tony, was 
arrested for attempted murder. 
Tony, younger and less focused, 
had struggled in Junior's shad- 
ow and joined a gang because 
he could not join the NFL. He 
now serves 10 years. Tony's 
bondage alternately scares 
Junior and validates him, 


because, if he had not talked his way into 
sports, it could have been him in the cage. 
And he cannot be caged—ask offensive 
linemen. 

“We're allowed to visit him once a week, 
and | try to get there as much as possible,” 
Seau said of his brother. “But Sundays are 
his visiting hours, and you know what I’m 
doing Sundays.” 

On one particular Sunday, 11 weeks into 
the 1994 season, Seau pinched a nerve in 
his neck while making one of his team-high 
155 tackles. His left arm deadened sporadi- 
cally the rest of the season, and he essen- 
tially became a one-armed linebacker. His 
critics claimed he should have sat out, 
should have hopped into a whirpool turned 
up to top speed. But if he could have moved 
his neck freely, he would have shaken it a 
thousand times no. Because of the guilt, 
because of a workaholic father. 

“| play out of fear," he said. “Fear of fail- 
ure. 

The stark reality, though, was that he 
became a target—for the first time in his 
career. “The Steelers had to decide whether 
they were going to attack me with my one 
arm or run away from me,” Seau said of the 
AFC championship game at Three Rivers 
Stadium. Pittsburgh chose to aim right at 
Seau, and Barry Foster and Bam Morris later 
had the bruises to prove it. Playing with half 
of a body, Seau wrapped up Steeler ballcar- 
riers 16 times, spiked them down like foot- 
balls, proved one arm is 

sometimes better than 

two, and finally had an 

airline ticket to the 
Super Bowl. 

What would it 

have taken for him 
to sit out? 

“Break my 

legs,” he said. 
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A. ROCKET JACKET 
Starter 
Quilt-lined pullover jacket with quilted 
hood. Team name and logo directly 
embroidered on front and back. 
Machine wash, tumble dry. Imported. 
Most NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and NCAA teams available. 
Child sizes: S, My L, XL on... ccssessccsssssssseserseenen $84.99 


Item# EOK 


B. LINE-UP JACKET by Starter 
Nylon 1/2 zip pullover with winter weight polyester lining, team name 
and logo embroidered on front with team logo sewn on back. 
Machine wash, tumble dry. Imported 

Most NFL, NBA, NHL and NCAA teams available. 


D. ATHLETE 
JACKET by Starter 
Full zip oxford nylon shell with 
winter weight polyester lining, 
removable hood, team logo sewn on 
Sleeves with team accents modeled 


C. POLARIS WIND TOP 


by Starter after team jerseys, embroidered 
Full zip dry touch nylon team name on back. Machine wash, 
windbreaker with 


tumble dry. Imported 
Most NCAA, NFL, NBA, NHL and 
MLB teams available. 


embroidered team name 
on back. Machine wash, 
tumble dry. Imported. 
Most NFL, NBA, NHL,MLB =‘\yo Sy =P a ee ee 
and NCAA teams available. (iy =©=—|-Wy TT yyy PP nes 


Adult sizes: $, M, L, XL ..$59.99 
XXL $65.99 
ltem# EAW 


ltem# EEK 


WE WILL MATCH ANY ADVERTISED PRICE. 
oper HERE AND MAIL or CALL TO ORDER! = = = = = = = 


1-800-PRO-TEAM’ 
1-800-776-8326 or 1-407-221-7200) 
Send $2.00 for 72-page color ( ‘ F 


[_ Mem # i “Description — ~ | Team | Size | dty t Price | ‘Total ‘| 
iF - BUSSCNDHON L SSPE NY A 
po 
| | 
| | 


| 
kis | 


Pay by: (i Check (Money Order (VISA (IMC (Discover (1 AMEX Sub Total 


(Florida Residents \~ = 
Credit Card #: _ add 6% sales tax) | _ yen 
Expiration Dale: Postage | 5.99% | 
Signature: Total — 
o Please allow 3 weeks or longer 

Ship to: for delivery if paying by check. 
Name: Daytime Phone: 

E, FUTURE JACKET by Starter 

Quilt-lined nylon jacket with full zip front and cover snaps, C/o: 

detachable hood, large team logo sewn on both sleeves. ‘ 

Machine wash, tumble dry. Imported. Address: 

Most NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and NCAA teams available. City: aS State: Zip: 


Child sizes: S$), My Ly Xb sc icvcesssssccscenses 
Adult sizes: S, M, L, XL .. $ 
XXL 


* Postage $5.99 shipping within the U.S. $9.99 postage APO/FPO, Canada, A.K., P.R., H.I. Expect 1 to 2 weeks delivery on most orders. 
Mail your order to: ¢ 3000 S.W. 42nd Ave. ¢ Palm City ¢ FL ¢ 34990 Dept. SSF95 
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Despite a 


preoccupation with 


bandanas, caps, 


helmets, and crowns, 
pro football is atop 


the sports world. 
by DON PIERSON 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE 


Pro football needs no comeback story to 

regenerate itself in 1995. Unlike base- 
ball, football went nowhere but up, and now 
the 76th season only expects to build on the 
75th, which survived quite nicely without 
Jimmy Johnson or the Buffalo Bills. 

On the same day Michael Jordan gave 
basketball a much-needed shot in the arm, 
Phil Simms decided football didn't need him 
as a backup to Vinny Testaverde. While box- 
ing needs the punch of Mike Tyson, football 
knocks out all competition at the gate and 
on the tube. 


YES, WE 

HAVE NO BANDANAS 
So satisfied were rulesmakers with more 
scoring that they refused to tinker with adjust- 
ments to the 1995 rules, spending time 
instead discussing the social and practical 
implications of wearing a bandana under the 
helmet. Maybe padded bandanas would 
reduce the risk of concussion. “The question 
is whether it's part of the uniform,” explained 
Minnesota Vikings coach Dennis Green, a 
member of the Competition Committee. “I 
would just say | would be surprised to see a 
baseball player wearing a bandana.” 

Most people are surprised to see a base- 
ball player at all, which is cause for rejoicing 
in the hallowed halls of football. Without 
apology, pro football named a baseball 
player, Deion Sanders, its most valuable 
defensive player while he was helping the 
San Francisco 49ers win the Super Bowl. 
Sanders reported that the Super Bowl sur- 
passed the World Series in his not-so-hum- 
ble estimation, a significant opinion by the 
only man ever to play in both. 

The dreaded salary cap, designed as 
yet another tool for parity, is treated as no 
more than an annoying speed bump by the 
smartest and best teams. The 49ers led the 
way because club president Carmen Policy 
grabbed the new system by the throat and 
squeezed it for all it was worth, much to the 
dismay of jealous rivals. 

Owners who remain convinced that the 
cap makes all teams equal place more 
weight than ever on the coaches’ shoulders. 
There are eight new head coaches this year, 
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thanks to expansion teams Carolina and 
Jacksonville and shorter grace periods than 
ever. Pete Carroll got one year in New York, 
just as Richie Petitbon got the year before in 
Washington. Wade Phillips got two in Den- 
ver. More alarming is the turnover rate of 
defensive coordinators, who had no input in 
rules changes yet paid for increased scor- 
ing with their heads. No fewer than 19 
defensive coordinators will take the field 
with new teams in 1995, and many of them 
will be forced to teach new ways to tackle. 


NEW LOOK 

It was a clarification, not a rules change, but 
defensive players will no longer be able to 
“dip and rip" with the crown or hairline of the 
helmet, or face mask. That means a tackler 
who “loads up” for a kill shot on “a virtually 
defenseless player” will get flagged for 
unnecessary roughness. The technique was 
being used against quarterbacks inside and 
out of the pocket and against receivers 
stretching for passes. 

The key is “virtually defenseless.” Tack- 
lers were raking their helmets into the chins 
and heads of players while officials stood by 
contemplating the letter of the previous rule, 
which restricted such foul play to the crown 
of the helmet. Everybody recognized it was 
unnecessary roughness, but officials need- 
ed it spelled out more clearly. Quarterbacks 
were getting dangerously drilled after leav- 
ing the pocket (see Wilber Marshall knock 
out Troy Aikman). Now a quarterback mov- 
ing out of the pocket gets a chance to reset 
without being labeled as a runner and fair 
game for a cheap shot. 

“When they purposely bring [the helmet] 
up and knock the heck out of the guy’s 
head, that’s what we want to get out of the 
game,” said New York Giants general man- 
ager George Young, co-chairman of the 
Competition Committee. 

The restrictions don't apply in a one-on- 
one confrontation when a ball carrier is able 
to protect himself and often deliver the blow 
to the tackler. 


LUCKIEST NEW COACHES 
1. Mike Shanahan, Broncos. He got a seven- 


year contract. 


2. Rich Brooks, Rams. How can he be 
blamed for anything? 
3. Ray Rhodes, Eagles. New owner 
Jeff Lurie’s first pet. 
4. Tom Coughlin, Jaguars. On job a 
year already and still undefeated. 


UNLUCKIEST 
NEW COACHES 
1. Rich Kotite, Jets. Owner Leon Hess fired 
Pete Carroll after one year because Hess 
was getting too old to wait. He’s not getting 
any younger. 

2. Mike White, Raiders. Playoffs or else; 
9-7 is unacceptable. 

3. Dom Capers, Panthers. On a team 
with many bosses, the top one predicted a 
Super Bowl in 10 years. 

4. Dennis Erickson, Seahawks. Will the 
Seahawks be as good as his old Washing- 
ton State teams? Seattle area native will find 
out if he can go home again. 


COACHES ON THE SPOT 
1. Sam Wyche, Buccaneers. Sam always 


J.0° Ridley 
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seems to be on the spot. The Glazer 
family spent $192 million for the team, 
which buys them the right to second- 
guess the coach. 

2. Wayne Fontes, Lions. Barry 
Sanders, the Michael Jordan of football, 
waits patiently. 

3. Ted Marchibroda, Colts. Quar- 
terback or no quarterback, Ted enters 
make-or-break season. 

4. David Shula, Bengals. Even the 
patient, conservative Mike Brown has 
his limits. 

5. Norv Turner, Redskins. So does 
the impatient, impetuous Jack Kent 
Cooke. 

6. Dennis Green, Vikings. Bad 
publicity doesn't sit well in politically 
correct Minnesota. 


PLAYERS IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT 

1. Steve Young. Finally, out from the 
shadow, this good guy gets to bask in 
the sun. Suddenly, he is a Hall of 
Famer enjoying his prime. 

2. Drew Bledsoe. Who says there 
are no quarterbacks? Here’s one on 
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his way to the Super Bowl, ready or not. 

3. Junior Seau. He carried his team to the 
Super Bowl. Just think what he might do 
when he's healthy. 

4. Greg Lloyd. Pittsburgh's Seau. Does 
more than statistics show. 

5. William Floyd. Without Ricky Watters, 
Floyd’s talent blossoms in San Francisco. 


STORY OF THE YEAR 
AFC Wins Super Bowl. 


WHICH TEAM? 
Question of year. 


FREE AGENT 
CONTRACTS OF THE YEAR 

1, Mark Stepnoski, Oilers. Four years, $9.2 
million. $5.5 million guaranteed. Can a cen- 
ter turn around a 2-14 team? 

2. Lamar Lathon, Panthers. Five years, 
$13.5 million. Not bad for 14 career sacks. 

3. Henry Thomas, Lions. Three years, 
$7.35 million. $4 million to sign. How much 
does he loan coach John Teerlinck, who 
pushed for him? 

4. Chris Gardocki, Colts. Four years, 
$2.25 million for the 28th-ranked punter. 


SMART MOVES 

1. Patriots signing Dave Meggett for $2 
million a year, too high a price for the 
Giants, who turned to Herschel Walker. If 
the Patriots make it to the Super Bowl, 
Meggett will write the ticket. Games are 
won on one or two plays, and Meggett is a 
playmaker. 

2. Dolphins getting Eric Green. A 285- 
pound target can’t hurt Dan Marino and 
Green’s loss can’t help AFC rival Pitts- 
burgh. 

3. Falcons trading for Eric Metcalf to 
replace Andre Rison. If playing slot receiv- 
er in the run-and-shoot doesn’t allow Met- 
calf to reach his potential, nothing will. 

4. Saints landing cornerback Eric Allen. 
Turned down last year by Deion Sanders, 
they came up with the next best thing. 

5. Bills adding pass rushers Bryce Paup 
and Jim Jeffcoat to help Bruce Smith. 


DANGEROUS MOVES 
1. Browns getting Andre Rison. If he doesn't 
terrorize nice guy quarterback Vinny Tes- 
taverde in the huddle with demands for the 
ball, he might be worth the steep price and 
the off-field risk. 


2. Vikings paying Broderick Thomas 
$5.85 million for three years. “We'd trade 
Broderick Thomas for Henry Thomas any 
day of the week,” said Lions vice-president 
Chuck Schmidt. 

3. 49ers losing Ricky Watters. They went 
to their first Super Bowl with Ricky Patton as 
their running back, but the mercurial Watters 
did provide a nice complement for Steve 
Young and Jerry Rice. 

4, Eagles getting Ricky Watters. If they 
think he will become as reliable and produc- 
tive as Emmitt Smith, they know more than 
most skeptics. 

5. Browns trading away Eric Metcalf, 
who was as dangerous as he was frustrat- 
ing. The Browns may not know what they've 
missed until they lose him. 


HAPPIEST DIVISION 

“You don't know how happy | am that Mel 
Gray is gone,” said Packers coach Mike 
Holmgren after kick returner Gray left 
Detroit for Houston. “I was talking to Dave 
Wannstedt and he said the same thing. But 
we still have to play Houston.” Only once, 
though, not twice. 


THAT’S BUDDY 
“In the last half of the season, there was no 
quarterback, including the guy in San Fran- 
cisco, who played better football than Dave 
Krieg,” said Arizona coach Buddy Ryan. 


NUMBER OF COACHES 
WHO WOULD RATHER HAVE 


Twenty-nine. 
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OVERRATED 
1. Stanley Richard. Scored two touch- 
downs on returns for Chargers, who didn't 
think he was worth nearly as much as the 
Redskins paid him ($8.5 million for four 
years). 

2. Louis Oliver. “Embarrassed” to be a 
Bengal. Should have looked in mirror. 

3. Alvin Harper. If Harper wanted to be 
the man to carry his own team, he couldn't 
have picked a heavier load than the Bucs, 
where he is liable to find out how fortunate 
he was to play with Troy Aikman, Emmitt 
Smith, and Michael Irvin. 

4. Keith Jackson. The Packers could 
soon find out why Dolphins signed Eric 
Green. 


UNDERRATED 
1. Chris Warren, Seahawks. Who is this 
guy? His 1,545 yards led the AFC and so 
did his 4.6 yards per carry. 

2. Terance Mathis, Falcons. Too small to 
play full-time for the Jets, Mathis tore up the 
league in Atlanta's run-and-shoot. He start- 
ed 16 games and finished third in the 
league in receptions. Most impressive were 
his 503 yards after the 
catch, showing he was 
more dangerous running 
than Andre Rison, who had 
188 yards after the catch, 
the latest hot NFL statistic. 

3. Andy Heck, Bears. 
The only $2 million-plus 
free agent from last year to 
help get his team into the 
playoffs. Of the 14 others 
who signed for more than 
$2 million a year, the 
Vikings’ Chris Hinton and 
the Packers’ Sean Jones 
are the only ones who also 
went to the playoffs, but 
their teams had already 
been there the previous 
year without them and 
didn’t get any further with 
them. 

4. Bryant Young, 49ers. 
“No doubt in my mind 
Bryant Young should have 
been defensive player of 
the year,” said 49er line- 
backer Gary Plummer. 

5, John Randle, Vikings. 
Ask the Vikings if they 
would trade Henry Thomas 
for John Randle. 
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6. Ray Buchanan, Colts. Moved to cor- 
ner, he returned three of eight interceptions 
for touchdowns. 


THE WHAT IN THE 
WORLD IS GOING ON AWARDS 
1. Mike Fox, Panthers. He made only 40 
tackles and one sack with the Giants in 16 
games, yet the Panthers paid him $9 mil- 
lion for five years, including a $2 million 
bonus. 

2. Robert Harris, Giants. Three years, 
$4.675 million. $1.3 million to sign. The 
guy had 12 tackles with the Vikings, who 
thought so much of him they tendered him 
at $328,000. Even Fox did more. 

3. Joel Smeenge, Jaguars. He signed 
for three years, $2.8 million. “He drew to 
an inside straight,” said Saints adminis- 
trator Jim Miller, who watched Smeenge 
start four games in five years in New 
Orleans. 


INDISPENSABLE 
1. Dan Marino. One of these years bound to 
be his year. 

2. Jerry Rice. Still the best. 

3. Emmitt Smith. Tough to keep a good 
man down. How good? Needs only 12 
touchdowns to break Tony Dorsett's club 
record. Still ahead of Walter Payton’s rush- 
ing pace after first five years. 

4, Barry Sanders. What moves remain in 
the repertoire? 

5. Deion Sanders. Wherever. Whatever. 
Whenever. 


TIME RUNNING OUT 
1. Reggie White, 34 by end of season. Pack- 
ers were 9-7 without him and 9-7 both years 
with him. 
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Plyometric training has been proven the most effective way to increase 
vertical jump 5-10 inches, sprinting speed .2 sec faster at 40 yds. Builds 
fast twitch muscle fibers for explosive leaping and quickness. Jumpsoles 
are super durable high density platforms that hook & loop strap onto your 
own shoes converting them into state of the art plyometric trainers. Used 
by top athletes with astounding results! Gain slam dunk vertical. Includes 
complete epi program. Only $59.95. Guaranteed to boost your ver- 
tical jump 5-10 inches and cut down your 
40 yd dash time .2 sec or your money 
back! Add $5 shipping. In Canada add 
$7. Please indicate shoe size. CA 
residents add 7.75% sales tax. 


"Please rush me a pair of JumpSoles. My friend 
recently got a pair and has already gained 6 inches in 
his vertical jump. I’m blown away." 

- S. McKenzie, Cleveland, OH 


"In only 4 weeks I gained 7 inches!" 
-M. King, Miami, FL 


"With your product my friend is now dunking over me. 
Help!" 
- G. Blackwell, San Antonio, TX 


"My team gained an average of 61 inches... 
y & bi 
I am truly amazed! 

- G. Agnitsch, Benicia, CA 


ee &£§ Ont At 7_A 
NOW! 1=OUU"90 /[ =4 


VISA MC AMEX 
DISCV or C.O.D. 
Foreign-arders and distributors 
call 415-967-4784 
Yes! Rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. | want to jump higher than I’ve ever jumped before, 
... or my money back! 
3 Enclosed is my check or money order: Metapro Dept. 245 
NS 140 S. Whisman Rd. Mountain View, CA 94041 
& Send to: __ gblr. Size: Mens ___ Womens __ 
ms 22% Se Visa__ MC__ Amex__ Discv__ 
————— ee Card # = 
a [aS a {Expiration Date; 
= 2. SS ——_— Authorized Signature: 
fe Phone: ( ) a on 


while #5 plays #12, #6 plays #11, and so on, 
of conference. 


Sear regard 

po ity Why are the AFC and NFC so sacro- 
the Super Bowl is an ides at SOF sanct? What about the first 50 years of NFL 
scar he NFL to death, probably bec history, when championship games be- 


\ tournament. It's tween the Bears and Redskins or the Giants 
se the see and Packers were the Super Bowls of their 
in foott day? Now they are no longer possible. And 
rences why not create the possibility for a never- 
ignificance of | before-possible Packers-Bears Super Bowl? 
5 A new system would open up every pos- 
sible combination of matchups, without pre- 
cluding any. 
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the regular s 
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was that A DUMB IDEA 
[ ember Kansas City owner Lamar Hunt, still a pio- 
Chargers by XXIII poin ame marginas neer, wants 16 playoff teams instead of 12 


the Super Bowl. To giv elf the chance of | because he thinks the top four shouldn't 
a Dallas-San Francisco Super Bowl, all the receive a bye the first week. He also thinks 
NFL has to do is allow its current tie-breaker playoff games should be played at neutral 
system (or a minor adjustment to it) to brack sites, such as Birmingham 

et { The top four get a bye If he wants to kill fan interest, that's a 
good way to start. First, make the regular 
season as meaningless as it is in hockey, 
with 8-8 and maybe 7-9 teams routinely 
making the playoffs. Then take teams away 
from their home fans, where some playoff 
Michael Yelmar : games already are tough to sell 

i Would Hunt really want to take his Chiefs 
out of Arrowhead? 


layoff tea 


2. Warren Moon, age 39. Almost no 
quarterback ever has been any good 
after 38. 

3. Thurman Thomas, age 29, with 
high mileage. 

4. Herschel Walker, age 33, mak- 
ing NFC East rounds. 


MARINO’S YEAR? 
Dan Marino has waited since his second 
season (1984) to return to a Super Bowl. By 
the numbers, Super Bowl XXX could 
belong to him. He needs only 1,831 yards 


passing to break Fran Tarkenton’s NFL 
INSTANT REPLAY record of 47,003. He needs only 15 touch- 
REPLAY down passes to break Tarkenton's NFL 


Will it ever go away? Voted out before 
the 1992 season, replay rears its con- 
troversial head every year just as 
sure as some poor official makes a 
mistake. Jerry Seeman, the league's 
supervisor of officials, said that 49 
plays during the last regular season 
should have been reversed. That's 
one in every 700 plays. But during 
the postseason, eight plays should 
have been reversed. That's one in 200 

plays. “We had highly visible misses. | r 
don’t know if we had more misses," : 


record of 342. He needs only 419 pass 
attempts to break Tarkenton's NFL record 
of 6,467. He needs only 83 completions to 
break Tarkenton’s NFL record of 3,686 
Those are all below-average numbers for a 
Marino season [ 
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man said. j 

In the 1993 postseason, there were four : 
plays that should have been reversed. In 
1992, it was seven. Those numbers don't | 
count missed plays such as the interfer- r 
ence by Deion Sanders against Michael 
Irvin that wasn't called in the NFC champi- 
onship game last year. Instant replay 
couldn't have helped in that case 

Two proposals to bring it back on a lim- 
ited basis met with lukewarm response. A 
suggestion to bring it back only for the 
playoffs was defeated. A suggestion to 
allow coaches three challenges per half 
was withdrawn before it got to a vote. Don 
Shula, co-chairman of the Competition 
Committee, is a strong proponent of replay, 
but he wants it all the time, every game. Co 
chair George Young remains adamantly 
opposed to replay in any form, citing 
delays and another layer of mistakes 
because humans run the replay system 
Every year, there were plays that were 
incorrectly “corrected” by replay 
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Published weekly from August through 
the Super Bowl and monthly during the 
offseason, Pro Football Weekly truly de- 
livers the most thorough and respected 
coverage of the NFL available anywhere. 
In its pages you'll find: 


The Way We Hear It,” providing trade 
rumors and the stories behind the news. 


Comprehensive previews ofall games, 
including a depth chart for each team. 


The most complete statistics you'll 


find anywhere, including PFW’s unique 
team-rankings chart. 

W insightful fantasy-football advice dur- 
ing the season and fantasy draft tips 
during the preseason, plus periodic pull- 
out sections devoted exclusively to fan- 
tasy football. 

& Award-winning staff writers/editors, 
columnists andteam reporters who tackle 
controversy head-on. 

WMHandicapping tips from the experts. 
WGame coverage ... and much more. 


» Pro Football Weekly Almanac 
« and Pro Prospects Preview books 


The Pro Football Weekly 1995 Almanac, 
written by Richard Whittingham and the 
editors of Pro Football Weekly and sold at 
bookstores for $14.95, has 464 pages 
packed with information, including: 


@ Comprehensive preview of each NFL 
team, with roster, schedule, individual 
records, historical highlights. 

@ Recap of free-agent movement. 

@ Week-by-week review of the 1994 
season, including top performances. 

@ Analysis of 1995 draft choices. 

@ Statistical recap of 1994. 

@ League records. 


and the editors of Pro Football Weekly 


Joel Buchsbaum, the leading independent 
analyst of football players, will give you an 
early look at the top prospects for the 1996 
NFL draft. Inside the $14.95 1995-96 
Pro Prospects Preview, you'll find: 


@ Scouting reports on 500 prospects. 

@ Heights, weights, 40-yard-dash times, 
strengths, weaknesses. 

@ Ratings of the top 600 seniors, 
by position. 

@ All-America forecast. 

@ Previews of the top college teams. 

@ Conference predictions. 

@ Preseason award candidates. 


Order your subscription today! 


To celebrate the expansion of the NFL to 30 teams beginning this year, we are offering an INFORMATION EXPLOSION. In addition to one year (30 issues) of Pro Football Weekly, 
providing the best coverage in the NFL, we are offering the fact-filled Pro Football Weekly 1995 Almanac and the insightful 1995-96 Pro Prospects Preview. Altogether, this 
package retails for $148.40, but it can be yours today for only $67.95 —a savings of more than $80. Or, if you prefer a half-year subscription, you can get 15 issues of Pro Football 
Weekly and the Pro Prospects Preview for only $37.95. (Foreign subscribers can write or call us for our foreign rates.) To subscribe, fill out the order form below, clip it and mail 
it with your credit-card information, or a check or money order payable to Pro Football Weekly, to: Pro Football Weekly, 666 Dundee Road, Suite 1101, Northbrook, IL 60062. 


For faster service on credit-card orders only, call us TOLL-FREE, 24 hours a day, at: 


1:8 = ot tne 31°P LAY (1-300-331-7529) 


ee 


: LJ Yes! Please enter my one-year, 30-issue subscription to Pro Football 
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Weekly for $67.95 (U.S. funds only) and send me the Pro Football Weekly 
; 1995 Almanac and the 1995-96 Pro Prospects Preview. 


Please enter my half-year, 15-issue subscription to Pro Football Weekly for 


$37.95 (U.S. funds only) and send me the 1995-96 Pro Prospects Preview. 


(J enclosed i is my check/money order for $ , payable to 


Pro Football Weekly. 


RRese chaise, roy: Clvisa (MasterCard [1] Discover [1] American Express 
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and charge your order to your Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover Card. The Almanac and Pro Prospects Preview books will be mailed to you in August. This offer expires Oct. 1, 1995. 
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Street Address or P.O. Box 


City 
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Grading the Teams 
by FRANK LITSKY 


NEW YORK TIMES 
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Instant gratification came to the NFL 
draft this year. In this relatively new 
era of free agency, in which players often 
cannot wait to move, most teams seem 
reluctant to spend high picks on players 
who would take two or three years to con- 
tribute. Why develop them for someone 
else, the thinking goes. 

This was a year with many good quar- 
terbacks, and two were taken among the 
first five picks: Steve McNair of Alcorn State 
by the Houston Oilers and Kerry Collins of 
Penn State by the 


Al Kooistra 


Ki-Jana Carter 


Carolina Panthers. But partly because 
quarterbacks take time to develop, several 
others dropped lower than expected, 
notably John Walsh of Brigham Young. A 
few months earlier, some football people 
thought he might be the No. 1 pick overall. 
Instead, the Cincinnati Bengals rescued 
him on the seventh and final round, the 
213th of the 249 players drafted. 

“The draft is more important now than it 
ever was,” said GM George Young of the 
New York Giants. “You have to find out 
about a player sooner. You can't sit a guy 
out for four years and watch him grow.” 

In all, this year's crop of draftees was 
better than usual. There were not that many 
good linebackers and defensive backs, but 
there were healthy groups of running backs 
and even offensive tackles. As Bill Tobin, 
the draft director for the Indianapolis Colts, 
said, “It's rare when there is this much 
strength on the offensive line.” 
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DEAFT 


With that preponderance of offensive 
talent, the first five players drafted were on 
offense, the first time that had happened in 
31 years. As expected, the first player 
taken was Ki-Jana Carter, the Penn State 
running back. Cincinnati traded up with 
Carolina to get him. 

Carolina and the other expansion 
team, the Jacksonville Jaguars, received 
extra picks on every round. Both teams 
were active participants in the frenzied 
trading early in the draft. The first round 
alone produced a record eight deals. 
Carolina traded itself into three picks in 
the first round. 

One player who dropped quickly was 
Warren Sapp, the Miami defensive tackle 
who had seemed certain to be a top-three 
choice. Instead, reports of drug use made 
many teams wary, and he lasted until 
Tampa Bay tapped him with the 12th pick 
of the first round. Colorado's Kordell Stew- 
art dropped for an odd reason. His pre- 
draft workouts were so good that teams 
started to think of him not as a quarterback 
but as a running back or receiver or defen- 
sive end. The Steelers finally took him late 
in the second round—as a quarterback. 

The fastest-rising player in the draft was 
Mike Mamula, the undersized defensive end 
from Boston College with gifted athletic abil- 
ities. Philadelphia traded up to the seventh 
pick of the first round to get him. “I think he'll 
be a fantastic player in the NFL,” said Dan 
Henning, Mamula's coach at B. C. and a for- 
mer NFL head coach. “Maybe not right 
away, because he needs to add some size, 
but he has the skills and the work ethic and 
the desire to do well.” 

Here is a report card on the draft, with 
the grades reflecting draft-related trades for 
such veterans as Craig Erickson, Mark 
Brunell, Rob Moore, and Vencie Glenn. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 

Before the draft, the Cardinals traded their 
first-round spot to the New York Jets for 
WR Rob Moore. Consider that part of their 
draft, and they did not do badly. On the 
second round, they took WR Frank 
Sanders (6-2, 200) of Auburn, who is fluid 
and instinctive without great speed. They 
needed receivers, and Moore and 
Sanders will fill that need, but is aging 
Dave Krieg a good enough quarterback to 
take advantage? QB Stoney Case (6-2 
,205) of New Mexico (third round) is 
mobile and bright and throws long 
floaters. Seven picks in the last three 
rounds included three defensive backs 
and no linebackers. “An excellent draft,” 
said coach Buddy Ryan. “Of course, if | 
didn’t think so, who would?" ~— (GRADE: B-) 


ATLANTA FALCONS 

The Falcons picked up RB/KR Eric Metcalf 
by trading down with Cleveland. They want- 
ed defensive players, especially DE Hugh 
Douglas, but when he was gone their first- 
round pick became SS Devin Bush (5-11, 
207) of Florida State, a big hitter who has 


trouble covering wide receivers. Even he 
was surprised he went that high, especially 
with Bobby Taylor, Jimmy Hitchcock, and 
Orlanda Thomas still available. CB Ronald 
Davis (5-10, 199) of Tennessee (second 
round) was suspended in his senior year for 
off-field problems. MLB Lorenzo Styles (6-1, 
238) of Ohio State (third round) is a hitter 
short on technique. But where is that badly 
needed pass rusher? (GRADE C) 


BUFFALO BILLS 

Before the draft, the revolving door kept 
spinning. Departing: QB Frank Reich, TE 
Pete Metzelaars, OLB Darryl Talley, LB Mar- 
vcus Patton, and CB Mickey Washington. 
Arriving: OLB Bryce Paup, DE Jim Jeffcoat, 
and NT Ted Washington. Key needs for this 
rebuilding team were offensive linemen and 
a quarterback to take over from Jim Kelly in 
two or three years, and the Bills got them. 
OT Reuben Brown (6-3, 305) of Pittsburgh 
(first round) is so quick, he did not allow a 
sack in 25 college starts. QB Todd Collins 
(6-4, 222) of Michigan has a stronger arm 
than Reich. The fourth round produced WR 
Justin Armour (6-5, 221) and TE Tony Cline 
(6-5, 252), both from Stanford's sophisticat- 
ed passing game. (GRADE: B) 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 

Instead of taking RB Ki-Jana Carter with the 
first pick of the entire draft, they traded 
down, and with the fifth pick overall they got 
the quarterback they wanted: Kerry Collins 
(6-5, 237) of Penn State. He can learn while 
Frank Reich holds the fort—if only people 
will forget that hitch in his delivery. “That's 
all everyone wanted to talk about, even my 


Mike Powell/AllSport USA 


friends,” he said. “I knew it was bad when | 
pulled up to the Philly airport and the guy 
who took my bags started to talk to me 
about my hitch.” With four picks in the top 
36, the Panthers also chose a Darrell Green 
clone, CB Tyrone Poole (5-9, 185) of Divi- 
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sion II Fort Valley State (first round), OT 
Blake Brockermeyer (6-5, 300) of Texas 
(first round), and pass-rushing DE Shawn 
King (6-3, 279) of Northeast Louisiana 
(second round). (GRADE: B+) 


CHICAGO BEARS 

What the Bears wanted most was a 20-car- 
ries-per-game running back like a young 
Neal Anderson. 


Al Kooistra 


Rashaan Salaam 


They may have found one in the first round 
in Rashaan Salaam (6-1, 226) of Colorado, 
the Heisman Trophy winner and a grduate of 
high school eight-man football. His 4.6 speed 
turned off some suitors, but the Bears caught 
him in 4.49 and 4.51, which was fast enough. 
And look at those 2,055 yards rushing in his 
senior year. He'll start before his rookie sea- 
son is over, said coach Dave Wannstedt. DT 
Patrick Riley (6-5, 277) of Miami (second 
round) is a good outside pass rusher, but is 
his surgical knee O.K.? P Todd Sauerbrun (5- 
10, 200) of West Virginia (second round) 
could be a 10-year bargain. (GRADE: B) 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 

The Bengals did little to help themselves in 
the offseason, but 30 minutes before the 
draft they pulled off a stunner. They traded 
up with Carolina for the very first pick, giv- 
ing up only a first-rounder (the fifth pick 
overall) and a second-rounder. They used 
that choice to bolster a running game that 
produced just five first downs per game 
last year, grabbing RB Ki-Jana Carter (5- 
10, 223) of Penn State, who was No. 1 on 
almost everyone’s wish list. He is a Mar- 
shall Faulk type: fast, strong, and explo- 
sive, and he bounces off would-be 
tacklers. Second-rounder OT Melvin Tuten 
(6-6, 302) of Syracuse and sixth-rounder 
OT Ryan Grigson (6-6, 296) of Purdue 
should provide blocking. QB John Walsh 
(6-3, 214) of BYU (seventh round) could 
be an all-time steal. (GRADE: A-) 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 

When the Jets picked off TE Kyle Brady of 
Penn State one spot before the Browns were 
going to take him on the first round, the 
Browns seemed to lose their cool. They trad- 
ed down from 10th to 30th, allowing San 
Francisco to get WR J.J. Stokes. The 
Browns finally took OLB Craig Powell (6-4, 
224) of Ohio State, who is fast, active, and 
rangy. He can can blitz or cover man-to- 
man, but he was still picked too high. Eric 
Zeier of Georgia becomes the Browns’ des- 
ignated quarterback of the future, but if he 
stood 6-3 instead of 6-0 he would have gone 
in the first round rather than the third. DE 
Mike Frederick (6-5, 278) of Virginia (third 
round) is too slim to help replace Michael 
Dean Perry and James Jones, the departed 
defensive tackles. (GRADE: C-) 


DALLAS COWBOYS 

Free agency took C Mark Stepnoski, WR 
Alvin Harper, FS James Washington, and 
much of the special teams. It brought only C 
Ray Donaldson, a stopgap. Offensive-line 
depth disappeared. So the Cowboys traded 
out of the first round, partly to save paying a 
first-round salary, and with the first of their 
three second-round picks they took RB Sher- 
man Williams (5-7, 189) of Alabama to back 
up often-nicked Emmitt Smith. Then came 
OG Kendell Watkins (6-1, 305), who played 
tight end at Mississippi State, and OG Shane 
Hannah (6-5, 345) of Michigan State, who 
should not be confused with Nate Newton 
despite his bulk. Where are you, Jimmy 
Johnson, when we need you? ~— (GRADE: C-) 


DENVER BRONCOS 

Sure, the Broncos added such free agents 
as DT Michael Dean Perry, DT James 
Jones, OLB Britt Hager, and OG Mark 
Schlereth. But how do you go into a draft 
without a choice in the first three rounds, 
even if, a year earlier, you got WR Mike 
Pritchard, OT Gary Zimmerman, and CB 
Ben Smith in return? The Broncos’ best tal- 
ent in the draft is OT Jamie Brown (6-8, 
349) of Florida A&M (maybe a fourth-round 
steal), MLB Ken Brown (6-1, 235) of Vir- 
ginia Tech (fourth round), and OLB Phil 
Yeboah-Kodie (6-2, 220) of Penn State, 
born in Ghana and raised in Canada (fifth 
round). And an eclectic seventh-round 
pick in MLB Steve Russ (6-5, 237) of Air 
Force, a flier on a flier because he has 
applied for pilot training and faced a two- 
year military commitment. (GRADE: D-) 


DETROIT LIONS 

Before draft day, the Lions said good-by 
to these free agents: QB Dave Krieg, KR 
Mel Gray, DE/OLB Pat Swilling, LB Broder- 
ick Thomas, and RB Derrick Moore. They 
added DT Henry Thomas and backup QBs 
Don Majkowski and Donald Hollas. They 
figured to take CB Ty Law with the 20th 
pick of the first round, but when DT Luther 
Elliss (6-5, 291) of Utah was sitting there, 
they tapped him instead. Elliss is a good 
inside pass rusher, and although he is still 


raw, he will probably replace Kelvin Pritch- 
ett as a starter. The Lions sent their sec- 
ond-round pick to San Diego for a No. 1 
next year, then made a need pick in the 
third round in TE David Sloan (6-6, 252) of 
New Mexico. (GRADE: C+) 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 

This once-rising team lost a load to free 
agency, notably OLB Bryce Paup and its 
best special-teams' players. The Packers 
dropped Sterling Sharpe, the wonderful 
but battered wide receiver, and the day 
before the draft they shipped the promis- 
ing young QB Mark Brunell to Jack- 
sonville. They struck out on bids for WRs 
Andre Rison and Rob Moore and TEs Eric 
Green and Jay Novacek. So they had 
many holes to fill in the draft and did only 
fair. CB Craig Newcome (5-11, 185) of Ari- 
zona State (first round) is physical. DT 
Darius Holland (6-5, 303) of Colorado 
(third round) lacks quickness. If FB William 
Henderson (6-1, 246) of North Carolina 
(third round) learns quickly, Edgar Bennett 
will be moved to tailback. (GRADE: C) 


HOUSTON OILERS 

Cody Carlson is battered and newcomer 
Chris Chandler is no world-beater, so QB 
Steve McNair (6-2, 224) of Alcorn State 


Al Kooistra 


Steve McNair 


seems solid as the third pick overall in the 
draft. His four-year passing numbers 
(14,496 yards and 119 touchdowns) are 
frightening. He has the athletic ability of a 
Steve Young, an arm strong enough to 
have thrown 73 yards into the wind, and 
much learning ahead because he played in 
a shotgun offense. DT Anthony Cook (6-3, 
288) of South Carolina State (second 
round) played end in college. WR Chris 
Sanders (6-0, 180, 4.49 speed) of Ohio 
State was a good third-round pick because 
the future of Haywood Jeffires and Ernest 
Givins was uncertain. (GRADE: B) 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 

A shaky job except for a pre-draft trade 
with Tampa Bay that brought QB Craig 
Erickson for a first-round choice next year. 
Erickson will start, Jim Harbaugh will sit, 
and Browning Nagle will keep waiting. In 
the draft, the Colts wanted a big-time 
receiver, but when Michael Westbrook, 
Joey Galloway, and J.J. Stokes were gone 
early in the first round, they shifted gears 
and took DT Ellis Johnson (6-2, 290) of 
Florida. He will be insurance if Steve Emt- 
man's bad knees do him in. TE Ken Dilger 
(6-5, 251) of Illinois is a second-round 
reach and FB Zack Crockett (6-2, 244) of 
Florida State a third-round steal. Not much 
help for the secondary. (GRADE: B-) 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 
The best draft of any team, and not just 
because of all those extra picks for an 


John Williamson 


Tony Boselli 


expansion team. It started the day before 
the draft, when the Jaguars traded two picks 
to Green Bay for Mark Brunell, making him 
the eventual quarterback in their upfield 
passing game. He should get good block- 
ing from two blue-chippers: OT Tony Boselli 
(6-7, 323) of USC, a latter-day Anthony 
Munoz, in the first round and OT Brian 
DeMarco (6-6, 320) of Michigan State in the 
second. RB James Stewart (6-1, 217) of 
Tennessee, another first-rounder, can be a 
workhorse if he doesn't fumble. QB Rob 
Johnson (6-3, 220) of Southern Cal was a 
fourth-round gift. A big-time draft that should 
help make the Jaguars competitive if not 
immediate winners. (GRADE: A) 


CITY CHIEFS 
This was a team sliding even before Joe 
Montana retired. Before the draft, the 
Chiefs tried to boost their secondary with 
three former Jets: FS Ronnie Lott (aging), 
SS Brian Washington (questionable atti- 
tude), and CB James Hasty (inconsistent). 
Then they traded down 12 places in the first 
round for a good package of picks, but 
spent their new first-rounder on OT Trezelle 
Jenkins (6-7, 322) of Michigan, a decent 
pass blocker who must play tougher. But 
Jenkins over Brian DeMarco and Matt 
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O'Dwyer? The Chiefs’ second-round pick 
went to Philadelphia in a trade for WR Victor 
Bailey, and the third-round pick brought 
WR Tamarick Vanover (5-11, 215), a talent 
at Florida State but a Canadian League dis- 
appointment last year. (GRADE: C-) 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 

A prime need was a heavy-duty running 
back, and Rashaan Salaam and Ten- 
nessee’s James Stewart were available 
when the Raiders picked in the first round. 
So the team that does everything differently 
took RB Napoleon Kaufman (5-8, 185, 4.45 
speed) of Washington, a speedball power- 
house who was projected as a second- 
rounder. C Barret Robbins (6-3, 301) of TCU 
was surprised to go as high as the second 
round. The third round brought FB Joe Aska 
(5-10, 230) of Central State, whose 4.42 
speed was the fastest of any back at the 
combine. He has a glass eye, the result of a 
childhood accident. (GRADE: C) 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 

The pre-draft moves brought more speed 
at wide receiver (Randal Hill for Mark 
Ingram) and more enthusiasm at tight end 
(Eric Green for Keith Jackson). The big 
need became help for an aging offensive 
line that had lost C Jeff Dellenbach to free 
agency, and the first two picks brought two 
well-fed prospects to protect QB Dan Mari- 
no. OT Billy Milner (6-5, 290) of Houston 
(first round) is an agile pass blocker, OG 
Andrew Greene (6-3, 299) of Indiana (sec- 
ond round) a potent run blocker. Both went 
higher than projected. Fourth-round sleep- 
er: TE Pete Mitchell (6-2, 242) of Boston 
College, who is too small and too slow and 
catches everything. (GRADE: B-) 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 

The defense lost DT Henry Thomas, DE 
Robert Harris, LB Carlos Jenkins, S Todd 
Scott, and more, and even the free- 
agency addition of LB Broderick Thomp- 
son, CB Charles Mincy, CB Donald Frank, 
and S Harlon Barnett left defensive gaps. 
So the Vikings’ four picks in the first two 
rounds offered a tonic. In the first round, 
they chose DE Derrick Alexander (6-4, 
266), a pass rusher from Florida State, and 
OT Korey Stringer (6-4, 346), an over- 
weight, out-of-shape run blocker from 
Ohio State. The second round brought 
secondary help in FS Orlanda Thomas (6- 
2, 209) of Southwestern Louisiana and CB 
Corey Fuller (5-10, 197) of Florida State. In 
the fourth round came QB Chad May (6-1, 
220) of Kansas State, the potential suc- 
cessor to Warren Moon. (GRADE: B) 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 

Cornerbacks were a high priority. So was a 
productive running back who could carry 
20 times a game, something Leonard Rus- 
sell and Marion Butts have not done consis- 
tently in recent years. Cornerback was 
addressed in the first round in the person of 
Ty Law (5-11, 196) of Michigan, who can 
force the run and close well on a receiver. 
But is he fast enough to stay with a burner? 
ILB Ted Johnson (6-3, 238) of Colorado 
(second round) has the toughness coach 
Bill Parcells loves. The two third-round 
picks have medical histories: RB Curtis Mar- 


tin (5-11, 197) of Pitt missed most of his 
senior year with a badly sprained ankle, and 
CB Jimmy Hitchcock (5-10 1/2, 194) of 
North Carolina had arm injuries. (GRADE: B) 


NEW ORLEANS 

The team that once had the best lineback- 
ers lost three of them (Sam Mills, Darion 
Conner, and Joel Smeenge) to free 
agency. The offensive line needed brac- 
* ing, too, and the draft addressed those 
: needs. Taking MLB Mark Fields (6-1, 244) 
: of Washington State with the 13th pick of 
: the first round was too high because he is 
: unpolished though athletic. He should fit 
: into the Saints’ new 4-3. Ray Zellars (5-11, 
: 228) of Notre Dame (second round) is 
: more agile than most fullbacks. OT Mike 
: Verstegen (6-5, 305) of Wisconsin (third 
: round) will be better when he becomes 
: stronger. WR Lee DeRamus (6-0, 200) of 
: Wisconsin (sixth round) missed last sea- 
* son with a broken leg but could be a bar- 
: gain-basement steal. (GRADE; B-) 


NEW YORK 

The long wish list included help for an aging 
offensive line, defensive backs because 
there was little depth, and a pass rusher for 
a line shaky even before DT Mike Fox left. 
The first-round pick 


Al Messerschmidt 


Tyrone Wheatley 


: was none of the above. When RB Tyrone 
: Wheatley (6-0, 232) of Michigan slipped 
: down, the grateful Giants remembered his 
: three straight 1,000-yard rushing seasons 
: and picked him off. He becomes insur- 
: ance if Rodney Hampton gets more nag- 
: ging injuries or leaves after next season. 
: OT Scott Gragg (6-8, 315) of Montana 
: (second round) has a great work ethic. 
: One safety came in the draft (Rodney 
: Young of LSU, 6-1 and 210) on the third 
round and another in a trade (Vencie 
Glenn of Minnesota). (GRADE: B) 


: NEW YORK JETS 

« Replacements were needed for three offen- 
: sive linemen (OT Jeff Criswell, OG Dwayne 
: White, and C Jim Sweeney), a wide receiver 
+ (Art Monk), three dumped defensive backs 
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(S Ronnie Lott, S Brian Washington, and CB 
James Hasty), and a defensive lineman (DE 
Jeff Lageman)—all starters. Leon Hess, the 
club's 80-year-old owner, said he wanted to 
win while he could enjoy it. So the night 
before the draft, the Jets traded WR Rob 
Moore to Arizona, moving up to the ninth 
pick overall, and surprisingly took TE Kyle 
Brady (6-6, 257) of Penn State. Rich Kotite, 
the Jets’ new coach, said he would use 
Brady and holdover Johnny Mitchell in a 
two-tight-end offense. DE Hugh Douglas (6- 
2, 265), araw pass rusher from Central State 
of Ohio, came later in the first round, OG 
Matt O'Dwyer (6-4, 302) of Northwestern in 
the second. (GRADE: B) 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 

Free agency brought two running backs (TB 
Ricky Watters and FB Kevin Turner) and two 
blockers for them (OG Raleigh McKenzie 
and OT Joe Sims). The draft targets were 
defensive linemen and cornerbacks, and 


Mike Mamula 


five draft-day trades contributed mightily. 
After a first-round maneuver, the Eagles 
took DE Mike Mamula (6-5, 248), a pass 
rusher from Boston College who plays like a 
stronger and faster Charles Haley. He ran 
40 yards in 4.58 seconds (better than some 
of the best running backs), bench-pressed 
225 pounds 26 times (better than the best 
offensive lineman, Tony Boselli), and verti- 
cal-leaped 38 inches (higher than the top 
cornerback, Ty Law). The second round 
provided CB Bobby Taylor (6-3, 202) of 
Notre Dame, who has the talent if not always 
the desire, and OT Barrett Brooks (6-4, 305) 
of Kansas State. (GRADE: B+) 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

The needs were a tight end to replace Eric 
Green, an offensive guard to replace Duval 
Love, a defensive back, and maybe a young 
quarterback. All arrived. First round: TE Mark 
Bruener (6-4, 251) of Washington, a good 
receiver from a passing offense. Second 
round: QB Kordell Stewart (6-1, 212, 4.46 
speed) of Colorado, a marvelous athlete 
who a year from now may push Neil O'Don- 
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nell for the job. Third round: OG Brenden 
Stai (6-4, 304) of Nebraska, who has the 
quickness for the Steelers’ trapping offense. 
Sleeper: CB Barron Miles (5-9, 172) of 
Nebraska, who is thin and slow and blocked 
seven kicks in college. (GRADE: A-) 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 

Ten days before the draft, NFL club owners 
approved the Rams’ move from Los Ange- 
les (actually Anaheim). Then this slumping 
team looked for wide receivers, offensive 
linemen, cornerbacks, pass rushers, and a 
quarterback of the future. They got no 
quarterback and no running back, and their 
only receiver came in the last round. It was 
still a good draft because their first three 
picks were the three players they wanted 
most. DE Kevin Carter (6-6, 274, 4.78 
speed), the sixth choice overall, is a Chris 
Doleman or Charles Mann in-the-making. 
With OT Jackie Slater close to Social Secu- 
rity, two offensive lineman arrived in the 
second round: OT Zach Wiegert (6-4, 311) 
of Nebraska and OG Jesse James (6-4, 
325) of Mississippi State. Did someone say 
Jesse James was a steal? (GRADE: B) 
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 

This was Bobby Beathard, the Chargers’ 
fast-moving GM, at his wildest. He ended 
up with 13 picks, the most in the draft, but 
he did weird things to get there. He traded 
his first-round choice to Carolina for a two, 
a three, and a four. On the second round, 
he reached for CB Terrance Shaw (5-11, 
189, 4.49 speed), who has great promise. 
Later in the second round, he traded next 
year's No. 1 to Detroit for its No. 2 now and 
took RB Terrell Fletcher (5-8, 195) of Wis- 
consin, a situational runner at best. Another 
second-round pick brought WR Jimmy Oliv- 
er (5-10, 175) of Texas Christian, a track 
sprinter ranked 48th among wide receivers 
by the Ourlad's draft service. Between 
them, the two fourth-rounders have a torn- 
up knee and a broken leg. (GRADE: C) 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 

When the dealing was done, the 49ers had 
only four draft choices. Give them an A for 
their first-rounder, WR J.J. Stokes of 
UCLA, and not much for the rest. They 
wanted a running back to replace Ricky 
Watters and Dexter Carter and offensive 
linemen to replace their goodies but 
oldies. But their big target was Stokes (6- 
5, 217), who would move in full-time when 
32-year-old Jerry Rice or 33-year-old John 
Taylor was done. They traded their first- 
round pick (No. 30 overall), this year’s 
third and fourth, and next year's first- 
rounder to Cleveland for the Browns' first- 
round pick, No. 10 overall, and took 
Stokes, who has everything except blaz- 
ing speed. Sixth-round sleeper: DE/ OLB 
Antonio Armstrong (6-1, 230), a speed 
rusher from Texas A&M. (GRADE: B) 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 

Dennis Erickson, the new head coach, 
wanted a swift receiver for QB Rick Mirer, 
and on the first round he got the one he 
treasured in Joey Galloway (5-10, 188) of 
Ohio State, with frightening 4.16 speed. 
Galloway relies on speed more than 
moves. He can bench-press 400 pounds, 
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vertical-leap 40 inches. He returns punts. 
He has a great attitude. Have we left any- 
thing out? TE Christian Fauria (6-4, 243) of 
Colorado (second round) has good tech- 
nique. With Brian Blades on the other side 


David L. Greene 


Joey Galloway 


and newly added Ricky Proehl as a control 
receiver, Seattle's passing game looks 
much better. MLB Jason Kyle (6-2, 245) 
was a good fourth-round pick be-cause 
free agency took LBs Rufus Porter and 
Rod Stephens. (GRADE: B-) 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
When new reports of drug use came out the 
day before the draft, DT Warren Sapp of 
Miami slipped all the way to No. 12 on the 
first round before the Bucs took him. He 
quickly agreed to a four-year contract that 
required frequent drug testing. Sapp (6-1, 
280) is a superb player who gets great pass- 
rushing penetration. OLB Derrick Brooks (6- 
0, 218) of Florida State (first round) plays 
tough for his size, but that size may be a 
problem. For a team that lost CB Marty 
Carter and S Tony Covington to free agency, 
help came from S Melvin Johnson (5-11, 
194) of Kentucky in the second round and 
CB Jerry Wilson (5-10, 178) of Southern Uni- 
versity and CB Clifton Abraham (5-8, 185) of 
Florida State in the fifth. (GRADE: C+) 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS 

They needed a wide receiver because 
they had parted with Art Monk, Gary Clark, 
Ricky Sanders, and Desmond Howard 
over the last two seasons. They needed a 
quick pass rusher. They needed a defen- 
sive tackle who could stop the run for a 
team that ranked next-to-last against the 
run a year ago. With the fourth pick of the 
first round, they could have had that pass 
rusher in DE Kevin Carter, but they took 
WR Michael Westbrook (6-3, 210) of Col- 
orado, a Michael Irvin type who has size, 
speed, and strength and can block. C 
Cory Raymer (6-3, 293) of Wisconsin (sec- 
ond round) has first-round ability and atti- 
tude. S Darryl Pounds (5-10, 177) will 
return kicks. (GRADE: B) 
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$50,000 Guaranteed 
Cash Prizes! 


The entrant with the most points 
at the end of the 1995 football 
season wins $25,000 cash! 
Also, each entry is randomly 
grouped with other entries to 
form leagues of 25 teams. First 
through fifth place finishers in 
each league win, with first 
place winning $500 cash! 


GUARANTEED 
CASH PRIZES 
Finish 


Overall League 


Ist $25,000 


2nd $10,000 
3rd $ 5,000 
Ath $ 2,500 
5th $ 1,000 
6th to 20th $ 500 
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plus $100,000 Weekly Bonus Prizes 
1 out of 5 entries wins SSSSSSSSS$S5$ 


The Most Realistic Scoring Ever! 


OFFENSE 
TD Passes = 60 points plus | point per yard 
TDs Scored = 60 points plus 1 point per yard 
Yards Passing = 1 point per yard 
Yards Rushing = 2 points per yard 
Yards Receiving = 3 points per yard except 
players in Group 10 = 5 points per yard 
Interceptions Thrown = minus 50 points 
Two Point Conversion = 20 points 


DEFENSE 
Touchdown = 60 points plus 1 point per yard 
Interception = 200 points 
Sack = 150 points (4 sack = 75 points) 
Tackle = 25 points 
Assist = 10 points 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Field Goals = 30 points plus 1 point per yard 
Extra Points = 10 points 
Touchdown = 60 points plus 1 point per yard 
Return Yards = | point per yard 


Make Unlimited Trades... 


Players earn points for you based on their 
performance while they are on your team. 
Each week you can call a toll-free 800 
number to trade any player for any other 
player from the same group. Trade as many 
players as you’d like — just $2 per trade. 


Weekly Reports... 
are sent to each entrant providing team 
results, overall and league standings. 


Free Trades... 


Enter by Saturday, August 26th and receive 
FREE, unlimited trades through 9/2/95. 


Bye Week Replacement Program 


If you forget to replace a player who has a 
bye week, rather than lose eligibility for that 
week’s $100,000 Bonus Prize and the 
$1,000,000 Super Bonus Prize, the Bye 
Week Replacement Program will automatically 
replace the player for you, and reinstate him 
the following week. There is no surcharge for 
this optional service — only the standard $2 
per trade charge. 


Perfect Picks™ Bonus Prizes 


Pick the highest scoring player in each 
of the 15 groups one week and win 
$100,000! Do it all 17 weeks of the 
football season and you win the 
$1,000,000 Super Bonus Prize!! 
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by JIM CARLEY 


erhaps the NFL draft is much like 

life: The more it changes, the more 

it stays the same. In April it was Penn 

State's Ki-Jana Carter who left school early 

and was the first overall selection. Next 

spring, it could be another junior running 

back, Texas A&M's Leeland McElroy, at the 

head of the draft class. Many NFL observers 

consider Carter and McElroy franchise-type 
backs along the lines of Emmitt Smith. 

Wary of upsetting NCAA coaches, pro 
scouts and personnel men prefer to remain 
anonymous when discussing undergradu- 
ate players. The powerful McElroy has 
turned virtually everyone’s head. He has 
never started a game at running back 
because of the presence of Greg Hill, a first- 
round pick by Kansas City in 1994, and 
Rodney Thomas, a third-round choice by 
Houston in 1995, the last two years. That 
hasn't kept him a secret, however. Now 
McElroy has the spotlight to himself and 
superstardom is being predicted. He has 
averaged 42.4 yards per kickoff return and 
8.5 and 5.4 yards per carry as the backup 
the last two years. He's almost too good to 
be true, according to one scout. 

“Guys like McElroy stick out so much, and 
you go in thinking he should be so great, that 
it's hard for him to measure up to his reputa- 
tion,” the scout said. “That happened to Mar- 
shall Faulk at San Diego State after his great 
sophomore year. People came to watch him 
expecting him to be the greatest player they'd 
ever seen on every play, and they'd find little 
faults with him and go away disappointed. Of 
course, he turned out to be every bit as good 
as they had originally thought. McElroy may 
suffer from that. His reputation will be hard to 
live up to no matter what he 
does this season.” 

Other scouts feel certain 
that McElroy will be so good, 
he'll have to come out early 
because he'll be almost 
assured of being the No. 1 
pick. “There’s no doubt he'll 
be in the top 10 and probably 
the top five,” one NFC person- 
nel director said. 

Perhaps the top running 
back behind McElroy is 
Auburn's powerful Stephen 
Davis. The 6-2, 233-pounder 
rushed for 1,263 yards to lead 
the SEC last fall and the pros 
love his speed. “He ran a 10.37 
in the 100 meters in high 
school,” one scout said, “He 
doesn't try to give you a lot of 
East-West moves. He just 
makes that one move and he's 
gone. If | were to compare him 
to anyone, it would be [former 
South Carolina Heisman Tro- 
phy winner] George Rogers.” 

Minnesota's Chris Darkins 
piled up 1,443 yards and 11 
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touchdowns in ‘94 and Ohio State’s Eddie 
George had 1,442 and 12. “Darkins is the 
one | like right now,” one GM said. “He’s got 
pretty good hands and he can make you 
miss. He's not as big as Davis, but he’s an 
excellent runner.” 

If another junior running back decides 
to come out, it could be Nebraska's 
Lawrence Phillips, who is compared to for- 
mer Husker Heisman winner Mike Rozier. 
Phillips had 1,722 yards in ‘94, breaking 
the Big Eight mark for sophomores. 

Texas Christian's Andre Davis, a senior, 
had a similar breakout season with 1,494 
yards. “He may not be as fast as some of 
the running backs overall,” one scout said, 
“put his quickness really sets him apart.” 


here will be other backs to choose 
from next spring, but it is shaping 
up as a class deep in superb 
receivers. USC's Keyshawn Johnson may 
be just a step ahead of the field after catch- 
ing 66 passes for 1,362 yards and nine TDs 
in ‘94. “He’s as fine a receiver as I've ever 
been around,” said Trojans coach John 
Robinson. “He seems to fit the new mold of 
wide receiver: big, physical, and extremely 
athletic. He has all the gifts a wide receiver 
needs, plus he has an intangible quality that 
makes him as competitive and star-like as 
anyone I've ever known.” 

Penn State's Bobby Engram won the 
inaugural Fred Biletnikoff Award as the 
nation’s top receiver. He caught 52 passes 
for 1,029 yards, the first Nittany Lion receiv- 
er ever to go over the 1,000-yard mark. 
Engram averages a touchdown every 5.2 
catches. “He's a big-play guy,” one scout 
said. “| would love to have had him last year. 
He's not tall [5-9], but he can do it all.” 


Notre Dame's Derrick Mayes caught 47 
passes for 847 yards and 11 TDs. “He 
makes the acrobatic catch and he makes 
the catch in a crowd,” one GM said. “He's a 
can't-miss. | think he’s better at the same 
point of his career than [former Irish all-star] 
Lake Dawson was. He's more polished.” 

Other receivers likely to go in the first 
round include Michigan’s Amani Toomer, who 
is being compared with former Wolverines 
Anthony Carter and Desmond Howard; 
UCLA's Kevin Jordan, who stepped in when 
J.J. Stokes was hurt and caught 73 passes for 
1,228 yards and seven TDs; and California's 
lheanyi Uwaezuoke, in line to become the first 
Nigerian-born player to be a first-round NFL 
pick after he caught 56 passes for 716 yards 
and five touchdowns. Georgia's Brice Hunter 
caught 59 passes for 799 yards and seven 
TDs in ‘94, “People thought he would come 
out last year,” said one scout. “He's not a 
blazer, but he’s got good size and speed and 
can catch it.” Mississippi State receiver Eric 
Moulds was the top kick returner in the nation 
(32.8-yard average). The Bulldogs also have 
an eye-catching cornerback in Walt Harris. 
“Moulds wears No. 1 and Harris wears No. 2,” 
one scout said. “And that could very well be 
the rounds they both get picked in.” 


he top pro quarterback may again 
be from the Southwestern Athletic 
Conference. Alcorn State's Steve 
McNair was the first quarterback taken in 
‘94. This fall, Grambling’s Kendrick Nord 
may be every bit as good, at least with the 
pass. Though he’s not the scrambler 
MeNair is, in the season opener for both 
teams last year, Nord actually outdueled 
McNair in the air to lead the Tigers to a wild 
62-56 victory. While McNair threw for 534 
yards and five touchdowns, Nord passed 
for 485 yards and seven TDs. 


John Willan sor 


STREET AND SMITH’S PRO FOOTBALL 


Illinois has two dominating linebackers, 
Simeon Rice and Kevin Hardy. “They're 
almost certain to both go in the first round,” 
said one NFC scout. “How high depends on 
which teams need what. If you need a line- 
backer, you take Hardy first. If you need a 
defensive end-type, you take Rice.” 

Not far behind the two Illini standouts is 
Georgia's Randall Godfrey. Scouts are only 
waiting for him to gain consistency. 
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FIRST ROUND NFL DRAFT 


e 1. Leeland McElroy, RB, Texas A&M 
2 peat ace me ade ; 


8. ‘Bein ees Ss, Abe } 
6. Bryan Stoltenberg, C, Colorado 
7. Stephen Davis, RB, Auburn 
8. Bobby Engram, WR, Penn State 
9. Kendrick Nord, QB, Grambling 
10. Derrick Mayes, WR, Notre Dame 
11. Fred Miller, OT, Baylor | 
_ 12. Chris Darkins, RB, Minnesota | 
13. Amani Toomer, WR, Michigan 
14. Kevin Jordan, WR, UCLA 
15. Dusty Ziegler, C, Notre Dame 
16. Eric Moulds, WR/KR, Mississippi St. 
| 17. Randall Godfrey, LB, Georgia 
18. *Lawrence Phillips, | RB, Nebraska 
19. Jeff. Hartings, C OG, Penn State 
oe Ray Mickens, CB, Texas A&M 
Iheanyi Uwaezuoke, WR, California 
22. Jimmy Herndon, OT, Houston ' 
23. Brice Hunter, WR, Georgia 
24. Marcus Jones, DT, North Carolina 
25. * Cedric Jones, DE, Oklahoma 
26. Eddie George, RB, Ohio State 
27. Jonathan Ogden, OT, UCLA 
28. Tedy Bruschi, DE, Arizona” 
29. Clay Shiver, C, Florida State 
30. Andre Davis, RB, TCU 


POTENTIAL FIRST-ROUNDERS 


Donnie Edwards, LB, UCLA } 
‘Adrian’ Reon, SS, Baylor 
Reggie T ongue, F , Oregon State 
Danny Kanell, QB, Florida S te 
Pete Kendall, OT, Boston | Colle lege — 

_ James Walker, DB, North Carolina St. 

_ Walt Harris, CB, Mississippi State 

‘ Bubba Miller, OT, Tennessee 
Jason Odom, O Florida ‘ | 
ioe Cheever, , Georgia Tech 

Kerry Hicks, DT, Colorado | 

i 


Jerod Cherry, CB, California 
SLEEPERS 


Daryl Gardener, DE, Baylor 
Israel Heanyi, DE, USC . 
Charlie Jones, WR, Fresno State 
Steve Taneyhill, QB, South Carolina 
David Milwee, ‘OL, Tulsa 
Mike Maxwell QB, Nevada 


The highest-rated defensive back is Ari- 
zona safety Brandon Sanders, whose only 
question mark is his size (5-10, 177). “He’s a 
big hitter and he’s got real good speed,” 
one personnel man said. Ray Mickens is 
also short on size (5-8, 177) but not on tal- 
ent. With exceptional jumping ability, the 
Texas A&M cornerback has had some of his 
best career games against taller players 
such as Texas’s Lovell Pinkney and Texas 
Tech's Lloyd Hill, and scouts believe his size 
won't hold him back in the NFL. 

Arizona's Tedy Bruschi has 33 sacks in 
24 career games. His problem is he’s listed 
at only 6-1, and most scouts doubt he’s that 
tall. At least one, however, thinks that 
doesn't matter. “Sure, he's undersized,” the 
scout said, “but he can rush the passer. 
They talk about Derrick Thomas from 
Kansas City being such a great rusher, but 
this guy is in the same mold. [Miami tackle] 
Warren Sapp is 6-foot. That didn’t bother 
people with him. Bruschi does a helluva job 
coming off the ball. | wouldn't be surprised 
to see him go real high.” 


hough it’s risky trying to predict this 
far in advance that an underclass- 
man will come out, Oklahoma junior 


end Cedric Jones (6-4, 288) is being com- 
pared at OU to former star, and new Pro Foot- 
ball Hall of Famer, Lee Roy Selmon. Jones led 
the Big Eight in sacks with 14, a school 
record, and scouts refer to him in terms such 
as “dominating” and “overpowering.” 

The next best pass rusher might be 
North Carolina's Marcus Jones, who had 
7.5 sacks, 21 pressures, and 12.5 tackles 
for losses last year to win all-ACC honors. 
His size (6-6, 278) and speed (4.7) make 
him a definite pro prospect. 

The top offensive linemen in the ‘96 
draft appear to be centers. Colorado's 
Bryan Stoltenberg could turn out to be the 
best one. He has not allowed a sack in two 
years, or 1,625 plays. “He’s a big kid who 
is very strong and intense,” one scout said. 
“| think he's a better prospect than the two 
who came out of Colorado early last year 
[Heisman Trophy back Rashaan Salaam 
and defensive tackle Shannon Clavelle].” 

Notre Dame center Dusty Zeigler (6-6, 
288) switched from guard last season to 
solidify the Irish line. He could play either 
position or tackle in the pros. Florida State 
center Clay Shiver is short (6-2) for a line- 
man, but one scout says, “We seem to be 
going more for the short centers now. | 
think he can play.” 

The best offensive tackle could be Bay- 
lor's Fred Miller (6-7, 294). “He is strong and 
he can run,” one scout said. “You have to 
like a guy who can move around that well.” 
Several other tackles could break into the 
first round, but the most promising are 
UCLA's Jonathan Ogden (6-8, 315) and 


Pte Houston's Jimmy Herndon (6-8, 280). The 

ee tate re Use. iS top guard is Penn State's Jeff Hartings (6-3, 
-Ryan Leahy, OG Notre Dame 280), the cornerstone of a line that allowed 

j "Brad Otten, 28 Ban SC only three sacks all season. Q 
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The time is now for 
these quarterbacks who 
are working against 


the clock. 


by LARRY WEISMAN (ss 10017 


he seasons seem to last a lifetime 

but the lifetime hardly lasts at all. 

The game is there—so intense, so real 
—and then it’s gone. Yards, pass 
attempts, completions—they measure 
only one aspect of what every quarter- 
back strives for. Yet 40,000 yards or 
300 touchdown passes never seem the 
equal of just one Super Bowl victory. 
The time is always now. When better to 
win an NEL title, to secure the crowning 
measure of achievement, than now, in 
this moment? For Warren Moon, for Dan 
Marino, for-John Elway, for Jim Kelly, 


Robert Leiter 


time marches (or hobbles) on. They per- 
severe, they succeed, they earn honors 
and awards. But none has won a Super 
Bowl and none will win the war with time. 


WARREN MOON 

Moon knows it better than most. “The 
Super Bowl means a lot more to me now,” 
said Moon, who will be 39 when the NFL's 
76th season reaches its midpoint. “It is the 
ultimate. I’ve been on a lot of winning 
teams, and what's left for me to do is win 
that and my career will be complete. It 
would be the highlight of what | think has 
been a pretty good career.” 
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Moon has never 
even made it to the } 
NFL's biggest show. \ 
Not in 10 years with 
some promising Hous- 
ton teams, not last year in 
his first season with Min- 
nesota. For him, and for a 
number of other quarterbacks, 
1995's coming battles could be 
watershed or Waterloo. 

Moon joined the NFL from the Canadian 
Football League in 1984, a year after the 
NFL draft produced the famed class of ‘83 
that included Elway, Kelly, and Marino. Six 
quarterbacks in all were first-round picks 

that spring. Only those three remain, and 
not one has won a Super Bowl. Four 
defeats for Kelly and Buffalo. Three 
defeats for Elway and Denver. 
One for Marino and Miami. 
Another of that ‘83 class, Tony 
Eason, lined up for New Eng- 
land against a devas- 
tating Chicago defense in 


James D. Smith 


Super Bowl XxX. 
No victories in nine tries. 
Kelly, Elway, and Marino at least enjoyed 
remarkable stability within their organizations. 
They've played for no other NFL team. 


Al Kooistra 


JEFF HOSTETLER 
& RANDALL CUNNINGHAM 
For so many of the others staring at the chal- 
lenge of the new season, stability is a mere 
dream. Randall Cunningham, entering his 
12th year with Philadelphia, has managed 
one playoff victory. He now starts over, in a 
new offense, under his third head coach, 
Ray Rhodes. Jeff Hostetler, who gutted out 
the New York Giants’ Super Bowl XXV win 
against Buffalo, begins his second season 
with the Los Angeles Raiders under a new 
coach, Mike White. 
These are not young men, not in the foot- 
ball sense. Hostetler is in his 12th sea- 
son, age 34. Cunningham, he of the 
mountainous peaks and bottom- 
less valleys of performance, 
is 32. They don’t hear the 
ticking of the clock. They 
can see the pages fly- 
ing off the calendar. 
For Hostetler and 
Cunningham, change 
can't be worse than 
what they endured 
in 1994. Hostetler 
argued bitterly with 
fired coach Art 

Shell about the 
offensive schemes 
of assistant Tom 
Walsh, who was 
also let go. Cunning- 
ham complained 

constantly about the 
limits placed on him by 
Rich Kotite’s system. 
Kotite was let go. 

White wants to bring 
some precision and snap to 
an offense constantly sabotaging 
itself with foolish penalties. And he'd 
like to give Hostetler a bit more of the con- 
trol he always seemed to want over play 
calls, a little autonomy to be himself and let 
his personality show. “It's not a frivolous 
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STREET AND SMITH’'S PRO FOOTBALL 


SEL {-800-d1000-89 SE \-300-31000-88 =L060 


poorer ARTERS 


Our Selection has Something for Everyone! 


Officially Licensed Product 


‘S8-1- Green Bay Packers 
SB-ll- Green Bay Packers 
SB-lll- New York Jets 
SB-1V- Kansas City Chiels 
SB-V- Batimere Cots 
SB-VF- Dallas Cowboys 
SB-Vil- Miami Dolphins 
SB-Vili- Mam Dolphins 
SB4X- Pitsburgh Steelers 
SB-X- Pinstutgh Stealers 
SB-XI- Oakland Raiders 
SB-Xil-Dains Cowboys 


$250ea 242. distressed Melon woo! 
body with genuine distressed 
leather sleeves mirrors the nostalgic throwback era. 
Custom embrokdered NFL vintage collection team 
- Pans Fe cee ane Ea Stand up spun nylon 
5 init cutis and waist band in solid color 
Heavyweight quit ining. #DETI 
No Retums...Jackets are custom made 


by DoLong Sportswear 
AN NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB & 


many colege eas vad $260 | 


2402. wook metion body. Leather sieves. 
Lage chenile patch on tront and back. Left 
shoulder has commemorative patch. 

No refunds or returns on jackets as they 
are custom made. 


PRO-LINE 
Paint Brush 
Jacket 

Hooded racine jacket with team 
fname embroidered on left chest. Team 
Jogo on right sleeve and name across 
back,. Available teams: Redskins, 49ers, 
Cowboys, Patriots, Steelers, Dolphins, 
Raiders, Vikings, Bears, Packers, 
Giants, Call for additions. 


$109” srasoa M/L/XL 


PRO-LINE 
Paint Brush hat 


Two-tone team colors, 


embroklered team logo. 
NFL teams available.) One size fits all 


$19” #177 (pictured belowet) 


with large Z- 
embroidered grapic over crown, and front SS 
Wool blend (most i= 


Sizes: $(34-36) M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) XXL(50-52) Add 20% XOXXL(S4-S6) 
Add 30% XXXL(58060) Add 40% 

Avail. lor: Redskins, NY Giants, Chicago Sears, Green Bay Packers. Canton Bulldogs 
Just Arrived! New Classic Leather Sleeved 

Throwback Jackets $250.00 Use sizing chart above 

1, Cowboys (Pictured- America’s Team, Navy w/Saddle Sleeves) 
2. Steelers (The Steel Curtain, Black on Black) 

3. Raiders (Black on Black) 


49ers 
Time Champ Jacket 


RA hls) GaV\lh The first 5-Time Super Bow! Champion 

ii Leather Sleeve Jacket, All 5 Super Bowl 

ey ae opponents on back, and the 49ers logo on 
Ide ri} the front lett chest and left sleeve 


$250” ea. #DELSE49 


No Returns...Jackets are custom made 


" PRO-LINE Jerseys 


Full color, Pro cut, short 
sleeve, tapered body 
with player's number, 
We offer both dark and 
white for most teams. 
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Adult sizes: M(38-40) 
L(42-44) XL(46-48) 


‘Stas: S(34-36), M(38-40), L(42-44), Xh(46-48), 
2XL (50-52) Add 20%, IXL (54-56) add 30%, 
AXL (58-60) acd 40% 


* Triple Opening, Double-Bevel Cut Mat, 

* Hand crafted Lithographic 
reproductions of original oll paintings 

* A beautiful addition to any room. 


$12% ea. #KRSNFL 
Available framed. 
$29% ea. #KRSF 


Jerry Ree 
‘Steve Young 
Stan Humphees 
Natrone Means 
deren Seau 


$49 0a. wsptp24 


You can own a piece of your favorite 
Super Bowl with this great item! 
These plaques are available for all 
Super Bowls. (See Tankard for fst) 


Superbowl I thur XXIX 

with this handsome 200z. 
Pechchenae raubchet art bendaedbet mri, The 
back has the scores of the entire season and opponents, 
RM: SUPERBOWL CHAMPIONS. Each tankard is richly 
banded in 22K gold and fired at extremely high temperatures 
for Color-brite brilliance, permanency and strength. 


$18.0 #LB22s 


Complete set of 29: $425 #LBSS 


NFL Standing Board 


& Team Magnets 
Standing boards come with flat team logo magnets 
and a dry-erase marker. Avaable in NFL, NHL, 
NBA, and MLB design. 

Deluxe Standing Board (right) 

Siew: 24° x28", $49%5 #STMBP 
Standing Board (not pictured) 


Size: 19 38" x14 38°. $39%:stmB 


SB-XIli- PittsbusghStectors 
SB-XIV: PritsoerghSteekers 
SB-XV- Oallaed Raiders 
SB-XVb San. Fran. 49ers 
‘S8-XV- Wash. Redskins 
SO-XVi- LA Raiders 
SB-XIX- San, Fran. 45ers 
SB-KX- Chicago Bears 
SB-XX}- New York Gants 
SB-XXt Wash. Redskins 
SB-XXill- San. Fran. 49ers 
$9-200V- San, Fran, 49ers 
SB-XXV-New York Giants 
SB-XXVIWash. Redskins 
SB-XXVIl-Dallas Cowboys: 
SB-XXVI- Dallas Conboys 
$B-XXIX: San. Fran, 49006 
SB-KXX: 2 wks alter gare 


Endrunner $10”. 
#NFLBUG Authentic NFL. Team Buggy 


Conference Hat (ees above rig 

The Pro NFL Coaches Cap is 100% wool, double stitched with 
NFL city and team name. Direct embroidered logo in full color (All 
NFL teams available.) One size fits alt $19” #nrLi2cn 


Super Bowl 
Champs Hat 


Black woot hat with all winning 
Super Bow! logos all on one hat, 
One size fits all 


#SBCHB $21" 


‘Also avvaitable tor Cowboys, Bows, Packers, 
Jets, Chiets, Cots, Giants, Doiptuns, 
Steelers, Raiders, Redskins 


Sharktooth 
Hats $19% 


by Logo Athletic 

Available: NFL(#SRKTNF): 

Most Teams Available 

NBA (#SRKTNB): Hawks, 

Celtics, Bulls, Hornets, Limited Supply 
Warriors, Suns, Supersonics, Spurs. COLLEGE (#SRKTCL): 
Alabama, Duke, Florida, Florida St, Indiana, Michigan, Miami, 
Notre Dame, Nebraska, Tennessee, Wisconsin, 


NFL Logo Hat 
\ White Cotton 


$17 #1001 


Black Wool 


If 
i 


. 


XXL (50-52) $99.95 
We can do 49ers Shadow numbers as pictured in 
fed or white for $35.00 as they are all hand cut and 
sewn on. $20.00 extra for name, We can do any 
team number for an extra $15.00 except Steelers, 
Raiders, Browns, Pats, and Dolphins are $25.00. 
Saints, Chargers, and Cowboys (Blve) are $35.00 
‘We can do any name for an extra $20.00 except 
Steelers (white), Dolphins, Bears, Chiels, Ollers, 
Falcons, Bucs, Jets, Broncos are $30.00 extra, 
No refunds on custom orders 


Redskins 7 Theisman 
Redskins 44 Riggins 
Redskins 81 Monk 
Cowboys 8 Alkman 
Cowhoys 22 Smith 
Cowboys 84 Novacek 
Cowboys 88 Irvin 
Eagles 12 Cunningham 
Eagles 32 Waters 
Giaets 11 Simms 
Gunts 27 Hampton 
Bills 12 Kelty 

Bilis 34 Thomas 

Bills 78 B. Seth 
Lions 20 Sanders 
Patriots 11 Bledsoe 
Colts 55 Coryatt 


49ers 80 Rice 
Steelers 12 Bradshaw 
Steelers 29 Foster 
Steelers 58 Lambert 
Packers 4 Favre 
Packers 64 Sharpe 
Packers 92 White 
Chargers 55 Seau 
Chiefs 58 Thomas 
Raiders 61 Brown 
Raiders 25 Biletnikolt 
Broncos 7 Elway 
Dolphins 13 Marino 
Jets 7 Esiason 
Seahawks 3 Murer 
Vikings 1 Moon 
Buccaneers 99 Sapp 
Colts $0 Emtman Bengals 32 Carter 
49ers 6 Young Panthers 12 Collins 


NFL Throwback 


Also available: 
Cow 


$-Amorica’s Team (15x19"), #TPHDC $69.95ea. 


49ers-Team of the 80's 15x19"), #TPN80 $69.95ea. 


Steelers- Team of the 70's 
Packers - Team of the 60's 


Throwback 


Helmets 
Helmets of the great teams trom 
the early 60s to late 70s. Avail, 
for; Dal. Texans, Pitts. Stoclers, 
Dal. Bull. Bais, NY 
Jets, NY Giants, Det. Lions, Chi, 
Bears, Hou. Ollers, Atl, Falcons, 
Phila. Eagles, Cinn. Bengals, 
$.0. Chargers, LA Rams, 
Denver Broncos, Wash. 
Redskins (yell.w/ feather) & 
Wash, (Burg. w/Spear) 


$195%a 


#RDTB18 Available in 
one size ony 


(15x19"), #TPN70 $69.95¢ea. 
(15x19"), #TPN6O $69,95ea 


An authentic Ridde! as up is 
fitted with an ITT Trendline 
telephone (fits standard modular 
jack) Mounted on a 9°x12" solid 
oak base. Available in touchtone 
Or rotery (please specify) All NFL 
ang most Colleg teams available 
NA28 


Helmet P' 
$79%enie 


Authentic Riddell helmet cut in half 
and mounted on an oak plaque. All 
NFL teams care and many 
colleges. by NARD! 


replica with sturdy die-cast body. 5-1/4" 
long. Ages 3 and up. All tams available 
a \ 


Superbowl Pins —— 
Buy your favorite Super Bow! pins individually tor 7 
just $10%.. #PD1 Or for $260 you can 

have a complete set of all 30 pins in a beautifully 
framed glass display. #PDSS by Peter David 


NFL Novelty Items 
A. Pennant #TNFP.... = 
Sot of all 30 teams #TNFPS 
8. Bumper Sticker aNFLBS 
Sot of all 30 #NFLBSS al $e0 
C. ChristmasTree 97 
Set of all 30 teams #XBNi $160 


ox» Superbowl! Champ Items 
A. Hal- #FHSBH F, Button .. 


B. Pennant-iSPCPN G. Sset of all 29 $B buttons . er 95 
E. Bumper Sticker H, T-Shirt #58200 UXL..... 


iol 
$70 
$3 


Official S.B. Footballs 


AVAILABLE FOR: _by Wilson fwsars 


SB-XX Bears vs. Patriots........... 
SB-XXI Giants vs. Broncos.. 
SB-XXII Redskins vs. Broncos... 
S) SB-XXIII 49ers vs. Bengals 
SB-XXIV 49ers vs. Broncos. 
SB-XXV Bills vs. Giants... 
SB-XXVI Redskins vs. Bills. 
SB-XXVII Cowboys vs. Bills 
SB-XXVIII Cowboys vs. Bills ... 
Buy all 9 for $1100 Save $400 swsars 
Supplies are limited! 
Official Pro Bow! Football-1989..$100ea 
iba vie psc i fess 
1958 Jets 12 Namath (whine) and many Colleges (#CRRH *#.SSIHD icial White Panel Football ¢a8 .$65ea 
1956 NY Giants 16 Gass pe) $74.98 ( ) Most NFL Teams available (for autograghis) 
il ee ee ce ee ee i ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Available in size 
L& XL 
Hoavywoght Knit Jorsey 
kee your tavonte players of 
yester year. Avadatie tor: 


Helmet Lanai 


$1 9% #10018 $220” ca #NFL 


TV Network Hat $16ca. 


A great conversation 
starter! Available for, 


CBS Sports (WHT) #NET-5 
CBS Sports (Blue) #NET-4 
NBC Sports #NET-11 
NBA On NBC éNnET-12 
NFL on FOX $19.95 
(Black) #NETI6 


Authentic 
Pro 


Helmets 
The helmet the Pros wear! 
Official Riddell Pro helnet. 
We cannot guarantee a 
certain size or mask Helmets 
avail. for all NFL Teams 


$195” 


Replica Helmets available 
for all NFL teams (#NFLRH) 


Superbowl 
XXIX Posters 
$12... vsecpr 


Official SuperBowl Postors: 
$B181-$25, SB19-$25, SB23-$18, 
$B25-$15, $826-$12, $B27-$15, 
BS28-$12, 
‘$B30 Arrives tate Nov. $12 
($8 20, 21, 22, & 24 sold out) 


SB XXIX Super 
Tickets Poster 
Please call to see if product is offered in college of your choice All the tickets pictured 


Phone Order Service for Visa, M/C, A/E, Discover from SB I to SBXXIX 
Orders Only: $12 item#IGP 


1-800-3L0G0-89 'SiPerbow! 


| Programs 
For orders, 1-800-356-4689 f & Champ 
inquires and 


Customer 2LOGLH 1 Pennants 


Service call SETS gus. inc: | "eure (sg8CPh) 
Lae PO. Box 103SsPF95 WSS xxuni 
1-609-882-7364 Titusville, NJ 08560 


NO C.0.0.5, US Currency only. Price may change without notice. 
International orders call of write tor shipping charges. 


1971 Conboys 12 Staubach (mite) 
1974 Steelors 12 Bradshaw (black) 

1974 Steotors 75 Groenibtack) 

1976 Rasders 12 Stabler (black) 

1966 Packers 66 Nitectieo (geen) 

1965 Boars 51 Butkus (bive) 

1964 Beowns 32 J. Brown (whvte) 
1971-72 Dolphins 39 Cronka (wteto) 

Colts 19 Unitas (bite) 


100% black cotton T-shirts with 
Intense NFL Helmet design. 


Adult sizes: L, XL. ¢.4 egg 
All Network Hats: One size fits all 16' ea. 


ITEM # | DESCRIPTION TEAM 2ND CHOICE SIZE QTY _ 


For more ordering space, attach additional sheet 


Total Merchandise Amount 


Name NJ Sales Tax 6% 
Address _ 
City/State/Zip Must Be 
Phone Added 
Payment CJ Check C) Money Order C) Visa 0) MasterCard C American Express 


Card # aa [ ] 


*NOTE 
Shipping & 
Sales Tax 


NC Sales Tax 4% 
Canadian Orders Add 20% | $ 


Delivery Charge is 

TOTAL AMOUNT* L$ 

Shipping & Handling: Up to $20.00 add $4.95. $20.01- 
$60.00 adi $6.95. $60.01 to $100.00 add $8.95. 


Over $100.00 add $10.95 + 4-6 week delivery on checks 
Foreign orders, please call for additional charges 


LOGO 1-800-d000-09 =L062 1-800-31060-89 


Send $3.00 ($5 FOREIGN COUNTRIES) 
For Our Complete 64 Page 
Sports Catalog! 


$2 for the NHL Catalog 


EZLOGEC@ 1-800-i1000-09 2LOQE0 


O Discover 


Signature 


ELOE@ \-800-d1060-89 


thing,” said White. “If you’re good at it, do 
it. The key to success in the game is prepa- 
ration, and if the player feels good about a 
certain thing by the time you get to Sunday, 
why not use it? Why not let him pick the 
number?” 

Long a tutor of quarterbacks, White will 
have Jim Fassel, Denver's offensive coor- 
dinator last season, implementing more of 
the West Coast offense. But he knows with 
the speedy receivers who complement Tim 
Brown that some of the vaunted vertical 
game must be present. “My whole career 
has been that way, dating back to Joe Roth 
hitting Wesley Walker with the long bomb 
100 years ago at Berkeley,” White said, 
harking back to his days at the University of 
California. “Those decisions are based on 
personnel.” 

Rhodes also hopes to transplant the San 
Francisco style of offense to resurrect 
Cunningham, who wound up benched for 
two games last season as the Eagles lost 
their last seven. The quarterback's soul seems 
as important as his body. “I've seen this sys- 
tem work with guys who had nowhere 


Paul Jasienski 


close to Randall's athletic ability,” Rhodes 
said. “Randall Cunningham should thrive in 
this system.” 

Cunningham expects as much. “I'm 
happy again. It's like I've been drafted again. 
I've got a rebirth," he said. 


JOHN ELWAY 

The dialogue sounds much the same in Den- 
ver, where one version of the West Coast 
offense gives way to another remixed by 
Mike Shanahan. The former Broncos assis- 
tant, long Elway's confidant, knows the quar- 
terback thoroughly and can’t wait to feed 
him the Xs and Os. 
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“Philosophically, we'll be very similar,” 
Shanahan said. “John feels comfortable with 
the shotgun, so we'll use that, where we didn't 
in San Francisco. I've been around him 
enough to know what he can do and what he 
can't do. As long as he’s in shape, | don’t have 
any questions about what he can do." 

In another of those odd quirks of fate in the 
NFL, the assistant coach to whom Elway’s 
care and feeding falls is Gary Kubiak, Elway's 
former backup. Kubiak worked on the techni- 
cal aspects of Steve Young's game while 
Shanahan was the 49ers’ offensive coordina- 
tor. He'll be Denver's offensive coordinator, 
but Shanahan figures to design the game 
plans while Kubiak keeps Elway finely tuned. 

“The quarterback position is probably the 
poorest-coached segment of most teams. It 
demands a full-time coach,” said Shanahan, 
who wants to reproduce the type of results 
with Elway that he and Kubiak got with 
Young. “Having Gary come in and spend 
time with Steve on footwork and technique 
gave me time to work more on the Xs and Os. 
| thought it was a big plus for us last year, for 
the quarterback to have the extra time with a 
quarterback coach, to know exactly what we 
wanted from him in the way of small intrica- 
cies. The coach was on top of it and the 
player was aware of it.” 


JIM KELLY 
No one ever questioned whether 
Elway or Kelly or Marino could 
carry an offense. What none 
could do was overcome sus- 
pect defenses that couldn't 
withstand their opponents’ 
punishing running games. 
They can only be hear- 
tened by their re- 
spective club's 


free-agent pur- 
suits, shopping ex- 
cursions geared at 
plugging those many 
leaks. “I figured if | got my 
knee hurt, they’d go out 
and get me a couple of 
offensive linemen,” Kelly ¥ 
joked. “Instead they got 
defensive linemen.” 
Wade Phillips, fired as head 
coach in Denver mostly because 
of defensive failings, becomes Buffa- 
lo's defensive coordinator. The Bills will 
move into a 4-3 and away from their bend- 
but-don't-break mindset that boomed or 
broke on turnovers. They added pass- 
rush oomph with defensive end Jim Jeff- 
coat and linebacker Bryce Paup and that, 
more than anything of recent vintage, 
cheers Kelly. 


Ky 
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“Management went out and got people on 
defense. That's a big plus,” Kelly said. 
“Speaking 100 percent from my heart, this is 
probably the best I've felt mentally about our 
future in the last couple of years. | see a 
defensive team that can really help us and I’m 
very excited about that.” 

Kelly also has worked hard on conditioning 
and rehabilitating his left knee after postsea- 
son ligament surgery. He's looking for the little 
extra edges because he simply cannot do 
some things he never gave a second thought 
to five years ago. “Your arm doesn't stay the 
same strength and I'd be lying if | said it did, 
but | feel it's just as strong. Hey, | used to throw 
it 75 yards. Now | throw it 65,” he said. 

Hand it off, win with defense. The aging 
gunslingers ultimately see the wisdom. So 
does a smart front office. The Broncos, last in 
the NFL in total defense and pass defense in 
1994, added defensive tackles Michael Dean 
Perry and James Jones in a two-day spend- 
ing spree that will pay those two $12 million 
over three years. The Broncos also snapped 
up cornerbacks Eric Thomas and Lionel 
Washington. “We've helped ourselves with 
defensive tackles and corners, and that's 
where it starts,” Shanahan said. 

Those defenses, with their situation substi- 
tutions and blitzes, only add to the wear and 
tear of veteran quarterbacks. Kelly's knee 
could limit him in early training camp work and 
Marino elected not to have more surgery done 
on the right Achilles’ tendon he torein1993. He 
played ona very painful ankle and may con- 
tinue to suffer with it. “| have to improve the 


Tomasso DeRosa 


atrophy on my calf and improve my ankle. | 
want to improve my ability to move,” Marino 
said. That elicited cackles from his friend 
Kelly, who cracked: “He doesn't have that 


Pittsburgh swagger anymore.” ; 
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STREET AND SMITH'SPRO FOOTBALL 


\\ 
* “sagt \ 


OR JUST 
FOOTBALL 


Youngster or 


adult...we have a PRO 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if 
that's your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you. 
Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football's varied offense formations 
including full house backfield, 4 wide 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments. Strat-O- 
Matic actually combines unbelievable 
coaching strategy with the amazing talents 
of 1000 NFL football players who perform 
according to their actual abilities. Both the 
stars and second stringers from all 28 NFL 
teams will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you. 

Each player's strengths and 
weaknesses are measured in STRAT-O- 


USE OUR 


SONG niye aNSGe crn? 


FOOTBALL | 
FANATICAL A 


, p 4 


STRAT-O-MATIC IS 
2 GAMES IN ONE 


MATIC. For example, if you have a 
quarterback who can't “cut the mustard 
deep", but throws great short patterns to 
his backs, that's precisely the way he will 
react in Strat-O-Matic. If you have that big 
back on your team who has trouble running 
outside but is a powerhouse straight 
ahead, that's the way he will be in Strat-O- 
Matic. Receivers, who have limitations 
going deep but are excellent at catching 
short and medium passes, perform the 
same way in Strat-O-Matic. Defenses also 
will react precisely the same in Strat-O- 
Matic. Dallas, led by their fierce front 
four, will be devastating against both the 
run and the pass. 


S00-645-3455 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into two elec- 
trifying creations - STRAT-O-MATIC 
ADVANCED AND SUPER ADVAN- 
CED FOOTBALL. BUT IF YOU PRE- 
FER A MUCH SIMPLER GAME 
WITH JUST PLAYER ABILITIES IN- 
VOLVED AND A MINIMAL AMOUNT 
OF STRATEGY - OUR BASIC VER- 
SION IS FOR YOU. There is no need to 
purchase either version separately, as all 
game parts and instructions for both ver- 
sions are included in our famous foot- 
ball game. 


TOLL FREE NUMBER 


FOR Football Game Purchases with Visa or Master Cards Wag ASK FOR Dept. mp>| 9107] 


— All orders (mail and phone) shipped within 72 hours. it 
FOR List of store locations carrying Strat-O-Matic Games. SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE OFFER 


FOR a FREE brochure on our Football Game. Sen ee ee ia COURS iN ice a a 
Toll free number is available 8:30 A.M. - r zl 


STRAT-O-MATIC GAME CO., INC. Dept.9107 


call our toll number, 516-671-6566. 


ge P.M., EST, Monday - Friday (except | 46 Railroad Plaza, Glen Head, N.Y. 11545 l 
in January) in continental Uni 
Cones a ery soca ed j Send an exciting, colorful 9 x 12 Football brochure and a national listing of I 
and Canada, to order STRAT-O-MATIC J stores carrying Strat-O-Matic at no cost or obligation to me. 1 
games with Visa or Master Card. All orders j | 
shipped within 72 hours. if you prefer, mailing Name ] 
coupon found at right fora FREE brochure or | Address j 
l 


City State Zip 


a SS eer 


NEIL O’DONNELL 


The swaggering in Pittsburgh last 
January belonged mainly to the 
Steelers, whose overconfidence 
against San Diego helped deny 
them a shot at the Super Bowl. 
While Pittsburgh’s strength 
remains on the defensive side 
of the ball and its running game 
keys the offensive attack, Neil 
O'Donnell will begin to find him- 
self confronting the same issues 
as his elders. Among AFC teams, 
only Indianapolis threw the ball 

fewer times than Pittsburgh in 1994. 
O'Donnell ranked seventh in the AFC 

in passer rating, but 10 other quarter- 
backs threw more than his 13 touchdown 
passes. The Steelers ranked 12th of the 14 
teams in first downs by passing and were 
11th in percentage of offense gained by 
passing. The flip side? The Steelers ask their 
quarterback to take good care of the football 
and not make mistakes. O'Donnell threw 
only nine interceptions. 


BRETT FAVRE 

Another quarterback who made immense 
strides in eliminating errors in 1994 was 
Brett Favre. The young Green Bay play- 
maker stopped forcing passes, showed 
greater command of the Packers’ 
system, and threw 33 touch- 
down passes against 14 
interceptions. Only Steve 
Young, with 35, had 
more scores through 
the air. Eighteen of 
Favre's, though, 
went to Sterling 
Sharpe, who is 
now a memory. 
Offseason sur- 
gery to repair 
loose vertebrae 
in his neck and 
the probability 
that he’d not play 
this year led the 
Packers to ask 
Sharpe to take a 
huge pay cut. When 
he refused, the Pack- 
ers released him and 
Sharpe filed a grievance. 

The Packers then trad- 
ed with Miami for Mark Ingram 
and signed tight end Keith Jack- 
son, but this hardly balanced the 
equation. Ingram has never had a double- 
digit touchdown season, either with the 
Dolphins or the New York Giants. Jackson, 
who has one year left on his contract, says 
he will retire if the Packers don’t commit to 
a longer deal. 

Favre will confront a changed offense 
simply on personnel and can only hope the 
Packers run the ball with more effective- 
ness. They'll move Edgar Bennett from full- 
back, where he excelled as a receiver, to 
running back, but they have to wonder if 


(a 
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Al Messerschmidt 


he’s the answer. And they need answers. In 
both of their last two seasons, they've 
knocked off Detroit in the playoffs and then 
been eliminated in fairly one-sided games 
by Dallas. There's a next level they must 
get to and Favre may not have the support- 
ing cast to elevate the Packers. 


sett 


Pete J. Groh 


JEFF GEORGE 

& JIM EVERETT 
Meeting and exceeding 
expectations. Those concepts 
no doubt will dog Atlanta's Jeff 
George and New Orleans’s Jim 
Everett. Both go into their second 
season with those clubs and both 
showed signs in 1994 of pulling their games 


touchdown passes (23), passing 
yards, completions, attempts, and 
passer rating (83.3) in Atlanta’s 
Red Gun offense. But he loses 
Andre Rison, with ex-Chief J.J. 
Birden stepping in and ex-Brown 
Eric Metcalf maybe working as a 
slot receiver. No one questions 
George's arm or physical gifts. 
Attitude, leadership, and cool 
remain hot-button issues. 
“Fundamentally, he has never 
established himself,” said former 
San Francisco coach Bill Walsh. 
“His skill level is not what it could be. 
He has never taken full advantage of 
his abilities. He has the potential to be a 
great player. He just has to settle down 
and commit himself to a long-term look at 
himself and his game.” 

Everett, dumped by the Los Angeles 
Rams, begins his 10th season with opti- 
mism. He ranked third in the NFC in pass- 
ing last fall and carried the weight, despite 
an offense saddled with the NFL's third- 
worst running game. He has a good group 
of receivers (Michael Haynes, Quinn Early, 
Torrance Small, and tight end Irv Smith) 
and the chance to erase the negatives 
heaped on him in the years when the Rams 
sank listlessly to the bottom of the league. 

“He has shown flashes of greatness, 
but the jury is still out,” said Walsh. “He 
could very well finish his career in New 
Orleans with a real positive note and 
change some of those general appraisals.” 

Time. Everything takes time. No quar- 
terbacks claim victory in the ultimate war 
against it. They're judged by how many 
battles they win along the way. QO 


’ an together. George hit career highs in 
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BUFFALO NEWS 


en games into the 1994 season, 
Ray Buchanan was, well, bored. 
Buchanan is a man who craves action, 


but he wasn’t getting enough of it playing free 
safety for Indianapolis. He made 16 tackles in 
a September game against Pittsburgh and 
13 more in an early October game against 
Seattle, but as he admits, “I like having every- 
one's eyes on me,” and all those tackles 
weren't getting him eyeballed enough. What 
got him the attention he wanted and in the 
process put him high on the list of “Tomor- 
row's Stars” was the Colts’ desperation to 
solve their problem at left cornerback. After 
trying two other guys at the position with- 
out encouraging results, the Colts 
turned to Buchanan, who wanted to 
be there in the first place. 

“It's about time,” was 
Buchanan's reaction. 

He intercepted at least 
one pass in each of the next 
four games, six in the final 
seven games of the sea- 
son. In his first start at 
corner, he intercepted 
Cincinnati's Jeff Blake in 
the Indy end zone with 
54 seconds remaining 
to preserve a 17-13 
Indianapolis victory. 
Three of Buchanan’s 
interceptions were 
returned for touch- 
downs. Against New 
England, he stepped in 
front of Michael Timpson, 
stole Drew Bledsoe’s 
pass, and raced 90 yards 
for a score. Against Seattle, 
he intercepted Rick Mirer and 
returned it 37 yards for a touch- 
down. Tacked on to his dozen 
tackles, a sack, and a recovered 
fumble, it was enough to make him the 
AFC Defensive Player of the Week. Blake 
is a tyro quarterback while Bledsoe and 
Mirer are developing stars, but Buchanan While Buchanan's explosive skills were 
treated the veterans just as rudely. After he unleashed by a dramatic position switch, 
was shifted to left corner in the fourth quarter \ Mario Bates’s accomplishments were 
of a game against Miami, he intercepted sere Dunes eat delayed by a dramatic and rude interruption 
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Dan Marino and returned it 28 

f yards for a touchdown. 
Those are the reasons 
P mm they now refer to him as 


“Big-Play Ray.” Near the 
end of the season the 5- 
9, 193-pound Buchanan 
asked, “When are they 
going to notice that I’m 
out there on the field?” 
Since Indy is loaded 
with young defensive 
stars like Steve Emt- 
man, Trev Alberts, 
and Quentin Coryatt, 
it's understandable 
how he might have 
been overlooked. That 
should be coming to an 
end, considering his 
future is on the corner. 
“Playing corner, | know | 
can make a lot of big plays 
and | can be around the ball 
more,” he said. “At corner- 
back, you see the opposing 
team's best receiver. | like that 
challenge.” 


of his rookie season. When the New Orleans 
Saints took Bates in the second round of the 
1994 draft, they envisioned him as a rare 
commodity: a power runner with sufficient 
speed to turn the corner. Early last Septem- 
ber, long before the Saints had a chance to 
find out about Bates, his season was abrupt- 
ly brought to a halt; not by a crashing tackle 
or a twisted knee, but by a roundhouse 
punch landed by the man who lines up next 
to him in the New Orleans backfield, fullback 
Lorenzo Neal. 

The post-midnight punch, which 
occurred for reasons never made clear, 
happened in Rickey Jackson’s Club 57 in 
suburban Kenner, LA, about nine hours after 
the hapless Washington Redskins hung a 
38-24 loss on the Saints. Not only was it 
embarrassing for the Saints, it sapped vital 
strength from their offense. Bates was out of 
the lineup for two months. 

What put Bates in the “Stars of Tomor- 
row” category was the manner in which he 
performed after he came back from the jaw 
injury. In his first career starting assignment, 
he ran for 141 yards and two touchdowns as 
the Saints defeated archrival Atlanta, 33-32. 
That was 59 yards more than any New 
Orleans back ever gained in a pioneer start. 


It was lost in the blizzard of San Francisco 
offense and embarrassing defeat suffered 
by San Diego in the Super Bowl, but the 
Chargers quietly unveiled a future star of 
their own in Andre Coleman, their little rook- 
ie kick returner. The Super 
outcome had long been 
decided when Doug Brien 
of the 49ers drove his 
third-quarter kickoff to the 
San Diego 2-yard line. 
Coleman took off like a 
rocket to give the Charger 
backers a chance for a 
small consolation cheer for 
his 98-yard return. 

It was the third time the 
rookie returned an NFL 
kickoff for a score, confirm- 
ing that general manager 
Bobby Beathard made the 
right move when he draft- 
ed Coleman in the third 
round the previous April. 
The NFL Competition Com- 
mittee had just changed 
the rule in the NFL, moving 
the point of kickoff back to 
the 30-yard line. The rule 
change suggested that 
there would be more 
returns in 1994, but most 
NFL football people, con- 
servative by nature, were 
content to let things play 
out. Beathard, far from 
conservative, checked the 
films of Coleman's senior 
year at Kansas State, when he averaged 
28.9 yards on 15 returns. Then Beathard 
moved quickly to draft him. 

The 5-9, 165-pound Coleman, who also 
caught 42 passes for an 18.1-yard average 
as a receiver in 1993, has further special- 
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teams’ possibilities for San Diego. He aver- 
aged 13.4 yards on 27 punts returns as a K- 
State senior. With Mel Gray, now a Houston 
Oiler, unable to go on forever, Coleman 
could be the man who succeeds him as the 
league's premier return man. 


49ERS STRIKE GOLD 

Free agency has made the quick develop- 
ment of young stars almost a necessity. 
With some of the best players on the better 
teams being cherry-picked by the opposi- 
tion with help from the salary-cap con- 
straints, players in the early years of their 
original contracts need to replace the lost 
contributors almost immediately. 

The conventional view of the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers is that they are an aging team of 
stars such as Jerry Rice, Steve Young, 
Brent Jones, Ken Norton, John Taylor, et al. 
But the truth is that no team is developing 
young stars at a more accelerated rate. 
There were three rookies who started for the 
Niners last season: defensive tackle Bryant 
Young, fullback William Floyd, and outside 
linebacker Lee Woodall. 

The 49ers traded up in order to draft 
Young, an All-America who was a big pro- 
ducer at Notre Dame, with the ninth pick of 
the first round. They paired him with another 
young star, second-year tackle Dana Stub- 
blefield, in order to create a formidable and 
consistent inside pass rush. Their instant 
cohesiveness turned out to be vital after 
free-agent end Richard Dent was injured in 
the second game of the season, weakening 


the outside pass rush. Stubblefield led the 
team with 8.5 sacks while Young added 5.5 
and led the linemen in tackles. When San 
Francisco defeated Dallas in their big 
November showdown, there was a moment 
when Stubblefield took a pass-rush lane 


into Young's territory. Young instinctively 
looped around him and took Stubblefield’s 
normal position, keeping the alignment 
intact. “It wasn’t planned,” said Young. “It 
just happened naturally.” 

With Stubblefield, it was a case of 
instant appreciation when Young showed 
up. “Not everyone steps into a high-caliber 
program like this, gets a position handed to 
him, takes that position, and runs away with 
it by making plays he’s not supposed to, 
putting pressure on the quarterback and 
getting sacks,” said Stubblefield. 

At West Chester University, where the 
competition is Kutztown, Millersville, and 
other small Pennsylvania colleges, Lee 
Woodall’s major claim to athletic fame was 
that at an even 6-0, he had jumped center 
on a two-time state championship high 
school! basketball team that featured Billy 
Owens, now a Golden State Warrior. Pri- 
marily, he was a strong safety at West 
Chester. 

What accelerated Woodall into the start- 
ing lineup was a combination of his speed 
and athletic ability. In his first pro road 
game, the Niners confirmed they had made 
a sound decision when he recorded seven 
solo tackles against Kansas City. By mid- 
December, they were positive after they 
watched him make four solo tackles, a 
sack, and a forced fumble against Denver. 


For a player who established himself as an 
all-pro trash talker shortly after he arrived, 
Errict Rhett never muttered 
a word in complaint when 
journeyman Vince Work- 
man started ahead of him 
in the Tampa Bay backfield 
for nine games. But once 
he got into the lineup, Rhett 
spoke volumes both with 
his mouth and his legs. In 
the final five games, he 
averaged 117.8 yard and 
finished with 1,011 yards 
for the season, sixth in the 
NFC. The only ball carrier 
in the NFL who outgained 
him in those five games 
was Barry Sanders. 

The Bucs, the most 
consistently bad team in 
the league, played it con- 
servatively with Rhett 
because he had trouble 
reading blocks, getting 
the knack of blocking, 
and learning the offense. 
Being underestimated by 
the NFL was getting old 
for Rhett, the University of 
Florida's all-time ground 
gainer. The pro scouts 
were dissatisfied with his 
speed, so he lasted until 
the second round. 

“| expected to play sooner than | did,” 
admitted Rhett. “| knew | could get the job 
done. Imagine what my numbers might have 
been if | had been playing.” 

Marshall Faulk of Indianapolis became 
an instant star as a rookie, but even with a 
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large head start, he outrushed Rhett by just 
271 yards. Faulk's contract pays him $13 
million over four years. Rhett signed a four- 
year deal for $2 million. “| know he’s not $14 
million better than | am,” said Rhett. 


Ron Moore gained 780 yards in Arizona last 
season, his second as a pro, but consider 
that he did it playing with the 
most flaccid offense in the 
NFC. But just before the draft, 
he was traded to the New York 
Jets, whose offense may be 
even more limited. 

Moore is accustomed to 
challenges. He was the Cards’ 
fourth-round draft choice out 
of little Pittsburg State in 1998, 
the year the team made Garri- 
son Hearst of Georgia the first 
running back taken in the 
draft. Arizona made a shrewd 
investment. When Hearst 
couldn't shake a college knee 
injury, Moore did most of the 
playing the past two years. 
With Hearst healthy, the Cards 
dealt Moore for wide receiver 
Rob Moore. Long slung and 
powerful at 5-10 and 220 
pounds, Moore is a durable 
workhorse who won the Harlon 
Hill Award in college as the 
best player in Division II. 


As the New York Giants’ new 
quarterback, Dave Brown 
seems to have arrived at the 
status of Don Mattingly, Patrick 
Ewing, Mark Messier, and 
other Big Apple jock icons. Or 
has he? The December head- 
line in Newsday might have 
struck the right chord: “This Guy Brown May 
Be the Man.” The operative word is “may.” 
The Giants, with Brown as No. 1 quarterback 
for the first time, had the oddest of seasons: 
three straight victories, seven straight losses, 
six straight victories—no playoffs. 

Brown's problems are that he succeeds 
the popular Phil Simms as the starting quar- 
terback and that the seven-game losing 
streak took the Giants out of contention for 
the playoffs which the finishing kick couldn't 
bring them back into. “I'm never gonna 
replace him [Simms]. | know that,” said 
Brown. “That's not what | set out to do. Obvi- 
ously a lot of the fans would love to have Phil 
in there, but they are learning to live with me. 
Obviously, after you win, they like you a lot 
more than after you lose.” 

When the Giants were streaking at the 
end, fighting for the playoffs, Brown showed 
that he can handle a two-minute offense. On 
consecutive Sundays he steered his team to 
victories in the last minute over Cleveland and 
Cincinnati. The man has confidence in him- 
self. “Even during the losing streak, | felt there 
were only one or two bad plays that | made.” 


It's only natural that when Bill Parcells came 
back into coaching, he would search for a 
pass rusher who might do some of the things 
in New England that Lawrence Taylor did for 
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him in New York. Parcells thought he might 
have his L.T. impersonator in the 1994 draft 
when he selected Willie McGinest of USC. 
As it turned out, McGinest wasn't ready, 
but Parcells ended up with L.T. Lite: Chris 
Slade, who recorded 9.5 sacks last year, 
giving him 18.5 in his two pro seasons. But 
his prowess goes beyond statistics. He has 
Taylor's penchant for producing in the 


clutch. Consider the last six games when 
New England made its successful drive for 
its first playoff berth since 1986. It began 
when Slade sacked Stan Humphries 3.5 
times in a 23-17 victory over the AFC cham- 
pion San Diego Chargers. It was the most 
sacks for a Patriot ina game since Andre 
Tippett did it in ‘86. The next week Slade 

led the Pats to a 12-10 victory over 
Indianapolis with eight tackles. He 
led again with eight tackles as 
the Pats beat the Jets. The next 
week he was named New 
England's Player of the Week 
for the second time in four 
games, making 10 tackles, 
tops by a Pat all season, in 
a second victory over Indy. 
He finished off with strong 
games against Buffalo 
and Chicago as the Pats 
clinched the playoffs. 

It was no coincidence 
that New England's 
chances in the playoffs 
against Cleveland dimmed 
when Slade tore a muscle in 
his groin and had to take himself 
out of the game. The encouraging 
part for Parcells is that McGinest 
could join Slade in a twin assault on 
quarterbacks this season. 


LC Lambrecht 
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Lou Holtz has been touting him since Lake 
Dawson was a freshman at Notre Dame, 
where he was a lightly recruited ruby-in-the- 
rough wide receiver out of Federal Way, 
Washington. “From the very first practice,” 
said Holtz, “he did all the little things, things 
that he wasn't told to do, things he just did 
on his own. There was maturity far beyond 
his years.” 

Notre Dame never had the 
passing offense to showcase 
Dawson as he deserved 
and his speed was not what 
set the NFL scouting com- 
puters whirling, which is 
why he lasted until the third 
round of the 1994 draft. 
He made an immediate 
impression on the Kansas City 
Chiefs, however. In his first 
preseason game, he scored 
on a 52-yard reverse; in his 
second, he caught a 40-yard 
touchdown pass; in his third, 
he made a miracle catch. 
“Every time he gets the ball,” 
observed Lynn Stiles, the 
Chiefs’ personnel director, “he 
makes something happen.” 
There was instant bonding 
with Joe Montana. Dawson 
caught 37 passes last season, 
mostly as the team's third 
receiver. Ten of those catches 
gained 20 yards or more. This 
season, with starter J.J. Birden 
gone to Atlanta, Dawson's role 
will increase significantly. 


Andrew Jordan came into the 
NFL even more anonymously 
than Dawson. The fans in 
Minnesota had become 
accustomed to a Jordan at tight end, but it 
was always Steve Jordan, who caught 
more passes than any Viking in history. 
But Steve Jordan was 


continued 


Reccine Scores io iw; 


porting Event ey 7 


x paariniL? Sis Te | 
* BASKETBALL We) SETS 2 NE -3 
* BASEBALL 

* HOCKEY 

* BOXING 


* HORSE RACING 


Hf arssponrsner (« * I — 
x GOLF, TENNIS, ETC. (airy 1287 an STARDUST! 


AS IT HAPPENS! —— a TIMES ead 
* WEATHER REPORTS! W k , 
+ INJURIES (OUTS, DOUBTFULS, 1 i : 
QUESTIONABLES, PROBABLES)! oh vOrKS: Nationwidet 
* TOP NEWS STORIES! with your Own 800 Number (inclad- 
AS IT HAPPENS! ing Alphanumeric Paging 
All for just Pennies a day’ 


pechirhid des dorceisbaaicbinte westions you mi nt have ora FREE Broce 
eee mead orn 


rtsnet pager send it back for 
a FULL REFUND, no questions asked! 


Receive ABSOLUTELY FREE 2 ISSUES of the NUMBER 
The ATS Wen Rerey ONE SPORTS NEWS JOURNAL in the ENTIRE country... 


wt THE ATS WeeKLy REVIEW 


Y The pages of the Review are packed with Stats » Trends * Logs * be esp roe 
sis * the OFFICIAL Nevada Rotation Schedule » Results « Injuries 
News ° Scouting Reports * and our EXCLUSIVE ATS ADVANCE SELECTIONS! 


ee ee a eae oo eee 


IL YES, sendme2 FREE issues at NO OBLIGATION WHATSOEVER! I 


Entire Football Season * *59 ) 
W J trial Membership, 8 issues © $29 ( SERVIGE I. "800: 772- 1087 ] 


ALL NO 
FOR YOUR? a 
eS i a ie ee ee 
L) GITY/STATE/ZIP i 
Qi) | 


G 


ON 
RENN 


released before the 1994 season and 
the position became a hybrid, with Andrew, 
a rookie, assigned the role of blocking 
tight end. 

Yet Dennis Green, the Minnesota coach, 
couldn't forget a training-camp vignette that 
had all the coaches and players talking. Jor- 
dan caught a pass in an intrasquad scrim- 
mage and 6-3, 240-pound linebacker Ashley 
Sheppard tried to tackle him. The collision 
was so intense that Sheppard suffered a 
neck injury that kept him sidelined for a 
week. Jordan endured a broken rib, but he 
played despite it for another week before he 
decided it was serious. 

“Some of the catches he made with that 
injury, laying out, going up for passes know- 
ing he was going to take a shot on that bro- 
ken rib and not backing off at all—that shows 
you something,” said Brian Billick, the offen- 
sive coordinator. 

It showed the Vikings they had some- 
thing special in the sixth-round draft choice 
from Western Carolina. Once the Vikes 
became convinced he could handle all 
phases of his position, he 
caught 35 passes as a 
rookie. He should be more 
important in the offense this 
season. 


Cornerbacks who can cover 
are invaluable in the NFL 
these days and there are 
three of them about to 
explode on the scene: Aaron 
Glenn of the New York Jets, 
Antonio Langham of Cleve- 
land, and Doug Evans of 
Green Bay. 

When a rookie muffs or 
misplays four punts in the 
first few preseason games, 
as Glenn did last summer, 
it says something about 
his confidence 
that he still 
forced is 


way into the 
starting lineup 
by opening 
day. Glenn 
played Pro 
Bowl caliber foot- 
ball for the first half of 
the season then, like the 
rest of the Jets, drooped as 
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the team went into its traditional late-season 
swoon. If the Jets are committed, as 80- 
year owner Leon Hess proclaimed, to a 
turnaround that would eventually bring 
them their first division championship since 
the days of Joe Namath, Glenn is likely to 
have a big part. 


Langham had the credentials coming into his 
rookie season with Cleveland. He won the 
Jim Thorpe Award as college football's best 
defensive back when he was a senior at 
Alabama. He made big plays. No one beat 
him when it got down to speed. He didn’t 
have knockout computer numbers when it 
came to running for the clock, but as the 
scouts say, “He played faster than his time.” 
Still, when he was beaten by Darnay Scott of 
Cincinnati for a 24-yard touchdown late in 
last year’s opening game, slicing the Browns’ 
lead, even his teammates wondered. 

“Are you a player nor not,” safety Eric 
Turner asked, pointedly. “A player comes 
back and makes plays.” Safety Stevon 


Moore was half brotherly, half stern: “Do you 
think this is the only time this is going to hap- 
pen? This is the NFL. Everybody is a good 
player here. You've got to suck it up and 
make a play.” 
With less than two minutes to play, Cincin- 
nati drove to the Browns’ 8, from where quar- 
terback David Klingler again 
attempted to connect with Scott. 
“| read pass and got a good break 
on the ball,” said Langham, later. 
He intercepted the pass and the 
he Bengals’ last best chance evapo- 
rated. So did doubt about Lang- 
ham's pro future. 


+ 

DOUG EVANS 
When stories began to surface last winter 
that the Dolphins and Packers were dis- 
cussing a trade that would send Terrell 
Buckley, the cornerback whom the Pack 
drafted in the first round in 1992, to Miami, it 
was a signal that Doug Evans. had truly 
arrived. Evans was an accidental sixth- 
round draft choice in 1993. The Packers had 
gone to Lousiana Tech to take a look at 
offensive tackle Willie Roaf, and Evans hap- 
pened to run an eye-popping 4.38 40-yard 
dash for them. Up to then, Evans hadn’t 
interested anyone. He started his career as 
a linebacker and finished it at safety, a posi- 
tion for which the NFL scouts felt he did not 
have the size. 

“It was one of those things where you 
get a feeling how a guy competes and 
plays,” said general manager Ron Wolf. 
“Watching him, you got a good feeling 
about what he could do.” 

What Evans could so was run and cover 
better than any other Green Bay corner. He 
forced his way into the starting lineup last 
year and by the end of the season, Evans, 
not Buckley, was assigned to cover 
Detroit's dangerous Herman Moore. He 
held Moore to two catches and Buckley 
became expendable while Evans is head- 
ing for stardom. 


ROB FREDRICKSON 


For too many years, the Los Angeles Raiders 
have been creaking toward antiquity with too 
many older players whose prime owner Al 
Davis vainly attempted to recapture. But now 
Davis seems less committed to past reputa- 
tions and more inclined to develop his talent 
the old-fashioned way. Last season he draft- 
ed an old-fashioned linebacker, Rob 
Fredrickson of Michigan State. After a failed 
experiment as an inside linebacker, Fredrick- 
son was stationed outside, where his combi- 
nation of ferocity and intelligence allowed 
him to flourish as a starter. 


The Pittsburgh Steelers live by the running 
game and they seem to have an odd formula 
about acquiring the right guy to carry the ball. 
The idea is to focus on a running back who 
comes out of the Southwest a year early, is 
lightly scouted, and is passed up in the pre- 
mium rounds of the draft. It happened first 
with Barry Foster of Arkansas and then with 
Bam Morris of Texas Tech. Foster became 
one of the most productive ground gainers in 
the NFL, but now that he’s grown expensive 
and injury prone, the job goes to Morris. 

“We don't do a lot of studying on juniors,” 
admitted Buffalo GM John Butler. "We're try- 
ing to get the seniors right. You realize a play- 
er is very, very talented, but if you don't have 
a lot of time invested, you're not comfortable 
with it. It happens. It happened with Barry 
Foster.” 

Thirteen running backs were drafted 
before Morris in 1994, despite his leading the 
nation with a 12.2-points-per-game scoring 
average, 10 100-yard games, and the fact 
that he broke Earl Campbell's conference 
ground-gaining record. Morris's 836 yards 
put him in the AFC's top 10 rushers as a rook- 
ie, and only two in that group exceeded his 
4.2-yard per-carry average. He's headed for 
even bigger things. QO 
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Greatest 


Playoff 


by RUSSELL S. BAXTER «spv 


The National Football League has 

enjoyed 75 years of talented players, 
innovative coaches, and great teams. But 
what has made the NFL what it is today are 
the quests for supremacy. In contrast to 
baseball, hockey, and basketball and their 
numerous five- and seven-game series, pro 
football's postseason is a single elimination 
tournament: winner take all. 

On occasion, a pair of clubs have man- 
aged to remain heads and tails above all 
the others, and find themselves battling for 
advancement or titles over a period of time. 
These rivalries have arisen not because of 
geography or divisional residence, but 
based on excellence of performance. 

A look at the best of the best, with the 
most on the line. 


the Steelers an improbable 13-7 victory. 
Oakland claimed the ball hit Fuqua, not 
Tatum, and the rules at the time would have 
made the catch illegal. But the touchdown 
stood, a scoring play that continues to be 
debated to this day. 

The Raiders would make amends the 
following year in the playoffs, whacking 
Bradshaw and company, 33-14. But in 
1974, John Madden's team had already 
ousted the two-time defending Super Bowl 
champion Dolphins, 28-26, in a classic 
playoff affair, and welcomed the Steelers to 
Oakland, confident of a victory and a trip to 
the Super Bowl. The Raiders, however, wilt- 
ed in the face of the Pittsburgh defense as 
Chuck Noll’s young team surprised Oak- 
land, 24-13. A year later at frigid Three 
Rivers, the Raiders cried foul again. A mys- 
terious tear in the tarp that covered the turf 
had left parts of the field frozen, making life 
difficult for speedster Cliff Branch and the 
Raiders’ other wide receivers. The Steelers 
survived a brutal 16-10 slugfest on the way 
to defending their Super Bow! title. 

The most volatile game between the two 
teams was also the wildest. On the opening 
Sunday of the regular season in 1976, the 
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For sheer ferocity, nothing can equal the 
bad blood between the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and the Oakland Raiders, who squared off 
an unprecedented five straight years in the 
playoffs, including three consecutive AFC 
championship games (1974-76). And it all 
began with perhaps the most famous 
touchdown in NFL history. 

With 22 seconds to play and the 
Raiders ahead, 7-6, in the 1972 divisional 
playoffs at Three Rivers Stadium, Pittsburgh 
quarterback Terry Bradshaw scrambled, 
then rifled a pass in the direction of running 
back Frenchy Fuqua. The ball caromed off 
Raiders safety Jack Tatum and into the 
hands of rookie running back Franco Har- 
ris, whose “Immaculate Reception” gave 
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Steelers led the host Raiders, 
28-14, with less than seven 
minutes remaining. But Ken 
Stabler passed to tight end 
Dave Casper for one score, ran 
for another, and rookie Fred 
Steinfort's 21-yard field goal 
with 18 seconds remaining cul- 
minated a frantic Oakland rally 
in a 31-28 victory. Earlier in the 
contest, Raiders safety George Atkinson 
delivered a forearm shot to the back of the 
helmet of Pittsburgh wide receiver Lynn 
Swann while Franco Harris was running 
downfield with the ball. Swann suffered a 
concussion, his second in two years vs. the 
Raiders, and still has less than fond memo- 
ries when it comes to the Silver and Black. 
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It was always a physical hell to play in 
those games,” said Swann. “There was 
great intensity and great desire on the part 
of both teams to win, but the game seemed 
to go beyond that because of a perceived 
hatred. And it was hatred...lt came from 
something that was brought into the game 
that we thought was unnecessary.” 

Three months later, there was talk the 
Raiders would lie down in a Monday night 
game versus Cincinnati in an attempt to 
keep Pittsburgh, which had rebounded 
strongly after a bad start, out of the play- 
offs. Oakland won convincingly, 35-20, and 
eventually eliminated the Steelers (playing 
without injured 1,000-yard rushers Harris 
and Rocky Bleier) themselves, 24-7, in the 
AFC title game on their way to beating the 
Vikings in Super Bowl XI. 

But the on-field battles were nearly 
overshadowed by their repercussions. In a 
1973 regular season game at Oakland, 
Steeler defensive tackle Tom Keating, an 
ex-Raider, told tall tales of how his former 
team greased their jerseys and wrote 
obscenities on the footballs. And the 
Swann incident in ‘76 and Steelers coach 
Chuck Noll's subsequent remarks of Atkin- 
son and the Raiders being part of the 
NFL's “criminal element” resulted in legal 
action for slander, countersuits for battery, 
and fines for overzealous players and out- 
spoken coaches. The feud died down con- 
siderably following their third AFC title 
clash. The teams have met just seven 
times dating back to 1977, including one 
divisional playoff game (the Raiders poun- 
ded Pittsburgh, 38-10, at the L. A. Colise- 
um in ‘83). 

“If it wasn't the most intense rivalry,” said 
Swann, “it's certainly in the top two. And | 
can't think of what the other could be.” 


Darryl Norenberg 


Trivia fans will note that Cleveland and 
Detroit were the first teams to meet in the 
NFL championship game three consecutive 
years. In 1952 at Municipal Stadium, quar- 
terback Bobby Layne and the Lions scored 
a 17-7 triumph. A year later at Detroit's 
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tA Briggs Stadium, the Lions won again, 17- 
® 16. But in ‘54, the third time turned out to be 
— 
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defending champs a quick 3-0 lead, then 
blasted Buddy Parker's club, 56-10. 

The significance of the Browns/Lions title 
series is often overlooked. “There was so 
much more to it,” observed Joe Horrigan, 
curator/director of research for the Pro Foot- 


the charm for the Browns, who spotted the 
a 


Gey ball Hall of Fame. “At that time, Cleveland 
© was still battling for respect from the All- 


». American Football Conference years. Their 
@arrole was more like ‘We're going to be 
mt champs of this league and show that this 
a. other league could have done it.’ From a his- 
pee! torical perspective, it was very important.” 
wn Hall of Fame quarterback Otto Graham, 
a) who guided the Browns to the title game for 
‘img 10 consecutive years, the first four (1946- 
(8 49) in the aforementioned AAFC, was 
@) behind center for the three battles against 
aie Detroit, with the ‘53 contest one he would 
©) like to forget. “That was probably the worst 
= ” : @ ate 

game | ever played,” he said. “This is not an 
alibi, but my hands were all chapped. | 
don't know what happened, but | could not 


grip the ball and couldn't throw accurately 


ise 2 — » —— 
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at all. | tried to put some ‘stickum’ on them, 
but it just made it worse. | lost that game 
more than anybody else. | think that if | 
could have thrown the ball halfway decent- 
ly, we could have won the game.” 

There was nothing wrong with Graham's 
hands, or feet, a year later in the champi- 
onship game when he threw three touch- 
down passes and ran for three scores in the 
lopsided victory. “We beat the hell out of 
them," remembered Graham. “We weren't 
that much better than they were. But every- 
thing we did that day turned to gold, and 
everything they did turned rotten. It was just 
one of those days.” 

Ironically, Graham had told head coach 
Paul Brown that the game would be his last 
(although he left an opening for himself and 
subsequently returned). But while some still 
believe that that was impetus enough for the 
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rest of the Browns, Graham dismisses the 
notion. “! don’t think that was any factor at 
all," he said. “Having lost to these guys so 
many times, we wanted to prove we were a 
good football team. We worked hard and 
everything went our way.” 

In 1957, with Graham retired and Layne 
sidelined with an injury, the Browns and 
Lions again met for the league title, with 
Detroit on top of a 59-14 score. 


Cowboys vs. 49ers 
There are three phases to this ongoing 
drama, which last season saw the teams 
meet for the NFC championship for the 
third consecutive year and sixth time over- 
all. En route to an unprecedented fifth 
Super Bowl title, San Francisco ended Dal- 
las’s plans for a “three-peat.” 

Dating back to the merger, the Cowboys 
prevailed in the 1970 and ‘71 NFC champi- 
onship games. The 49ers appeared to be 
the better team in 1972, dusting Dallas on 
Thanksgiving in Irving (31-10). When they 
met again four weeks later at Candlestick 
Park in the playoffs, quarterback John 
Brodie and the Niners owned a 28-13 lead 
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early in the fourth quarter 
and appeared poised to 
exorcise the Dallas de- 
mons, But Roger Stau- 
bach, who had en-tered 
the game in the second 
half after missing most of 
the season with a shoul- 
der injury, led the Cow- 
boys to 17 unanswered 
points, throwing a pair of touchdown passes 
to Billy Parks and Ron Sellers in the final 90 
seconds to cap a stunning 30-28 triumph. 
“They had us on the ropes,” recalled 
Dallas coach Tom Landry. “We were play- 
ing terribly and the 49ers were kind of hol- 
lering across the field, ‘Well, we finally got 
you.’ Craig Morton was our quarterback, 
but it wasn’t his fault we weren't doing any- 
thing. Everything turned around. It was a 


miracle. | don’t think Roger believed it.” 

The 49ers’ revenge would come nearly 
a decade later on the same field. While the 
Cowboys remained a perennial playoff 
team in the 1970s, the Niners had fallen 
upon hard times. They were in the third 
year of a rebuilding program under head 
coach Bill Walsh and had made progress. 
In 1980, San Francisco was embarrassed 
at Texas Stadium, 59-14, as Dallas set a 
franchise record for points in a game. But 
nearly one year later to the day in Candle- 
stick, the 49ers handed the Cowboys a 
resounding 45-14 defeat. 

As expected, the Niners and Cowboys 
met a few months later in that same season 
in the conference championship game. A 
see-saw contest had come down to Dallas 
clinging to a 27-21 lead with 4:54 to play 
and 49ers quarterback Joe Montana and 
his team pinned at their own 11-yard line. In 
the next few moments, fans would realize 
the greatness of a player and the smarts of 
his coach. 

“San Francisco made a great drive,” 
said Landry. “We played our nickel backs, 
and they started running on us. We didn't 
think they would continue, but they worked 
their way down to inside our 10-yard line.” 

“It was a great strategy because, for 
some reason, we were not prepared for it,” 
said Dallas cornerback Everson Walls. 
“When you go into a game, you do what 
you do best. And [our third-down defense] 
had been working the entire game. But they 
picked the right spot. Both of our safeties 
were back deep...And just when they had 
us back on our heels, they came back with 
that quick passing game.” 

With less than a minute remaining, Mon- 
tana took the snap from the 6-yard line and 
rolled to his right, looking toward the end 
zone. As he neared the sideline he lofted a 


George Gojkovich 
pass in the direction of wide receiver 
Dwight Clark, who outleaped Walls for the 
deciding touchdown in a 28-27 victory. 

“That was really a disappointment,” said 
Landry. “I think if we had won that game, 
we might have gone on to win a couple of 
more Super Bowls. That game was a big 
turnaround for us.” 

“| would say that we took them for grant- 
ed the first game,” said Walls, “and later, 
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Greatest Playoff 


we were going to show them the real Cow- 
boys. But they were able to match us in tal- 
ent, as well as in desire...It was the great- 
est game | ever played in.” 

While San Francisco has_ suffered 
through just one losing season since then, 
the Cowboys began to slide, and in the late 
1980s they were among the worst teams in 
the NFL. But the '90s have seen Dallas revi- 
talized by some astute wheeling, dealing, 
and drafting, and a new chapter added to 
this series. The Cowboys and 49ers are 
currently the league's two premier teams, 
with nary a challenge from anyone else. 
And prior to last season, history was again 
repeating itself as Dallas had thwarted San 
Francisco twice in its attempts to reach the 
Super Bowl, upsetting them in the ‘92 NFC 
tile game at Candllestick (30-20), then 
overwhelming them again (38-21) a year 
later at Irving. But San Francisco used the 
league’s latest innovation, free agency, to 
climb back on top. 

“The Niners’ offseason maneuvering 
was aimed directly at the Cowboys,” said 
Norm Hitzges, a radio talk-show host for 
KLIF in Dallas. “They wanted to take [Ken] 
Norton away. They wanted to find a cor- 
ner [Deion Sanders] that could cover 


Michael Irvin or Alvin Harper. The Niners 
looked at Dallas and said, ‘We're not 
quick enough to beat them." In effect, they 
looked at the Cowboys and said whoever 
wins the NFC championship game, wins 
the Super Bowl.” 

And the saga continues. 


These franchises met three times in four 
years in the NFC divisional playoffs in the 
mid-1980s, but the focus here is on their title 
battles in the late 1930s and early ‘40s, one 
of which remains the most lopsided contest 
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in league annals. The rivalry was also char- 
acterized by the dislike between the clubs. 

“That was more an outgrowth of the per- 
sonalities of [Bears owner George] Halas 
and [Redskins owner George Preston] Mar- 
shall,” said Horrigan. “They were both pow- 
erful men within the league, and at the 
same time—more so in Marshall’s case— 
egocentric. The personality clash would 
carry over to their teams.” 

In the 1937 championship game, Red- 
skins rookie quarterback Sammy Baugh 
passed for 335 yards and three touch- 
downs in a 28-21 victory, an amazing per- 
formance in the run-oriented NFL. The 
Bears epitomized power football, having 
surrendered just 100 points in 11 games. 

While Baugh and the ‘Skins gave the 
league a glimpse of the impact of the pass- 
ing attack, it was three years later that 
Halas incorporated another kind of weapon 
that is today also commonplace: the bul- 
letin board. After a controversial 7-3 victory 
over the Bears in Washington in mid- 
November, a game Chicago felt it should 
have won if not for an official's non-call for 
pass interference on the final play, Marshall 
and the ‘Skins proclaimed the Bears “cry- 
babies” and “quitters.” Halas would not let 


AP/Wide World Photos 
his team forget those words, and three 
weeks later, at the same field, Chicago 
rolled up 382 yards rushing and returned 
three of eight interceptions for scores in a 
historic 73-0 drubbing. 

It took two years for Washington to 


exact revenge, upsetting the two-time 
defending champions, 14-6, in the ‘42 title 
game and handing the Bears their lone 
defeat of that season. The following year, 
Chicago quarterback Sid Luckman threw 
five touchdown passes in a 41-21 triumph 
at Wrigley Field as the “Monsters of the 
Midway” reclaimed their crown. 


THE BEST OF THE REST 
Bears vs. Giants 


The eight postseason battles between the 
New York Giants and the Chicago Bears 
have had some memorable moments, the 
most famous being the 1934 title clash, or 
“Sneakers Game,” at the Polo Grounds, 
when the Giants switched from cleats to 
basketball shoes at half-time to combat the 
frozen field. The strategy worked, for the 
Giants rallied for a 30-13 victory. 

More importantly, the Bears and the 
Giants met in the first two official NFL 
championships, with Chicago winning the 
first (23-21) in 1933 and the Giants taking 
the rematch (30-13) the year after. 


Rams vs. Vikings 
Los Angeles’s losses in the 1974 and ‘76 
NFC championship games, both at frigid 
Metropolitan Stadium in Minnesota, earned 
the team a tag for not being able to play in 
cold weather. That rap was expanded to 
include adverse conditions when the Pur- 
ple Gang, without Fran Tarkenton, outlast- 
ed the Rams, 14-7, in a quagmire at the 
L.A. Coliseum in the ‘77 divisional playoffs. 
“! still have one of my favorite photos of 
myself and Larry Brooks sitting on the 
bench,” said former Rams defensive end 
Jack Youngblood. “You can't tell which one 
of us is white and which one is black.” 

“It was the worst, but it was football,” 
said Vikings linebacker Matt Blair. “It's a 
real game when you get a little dirty.” 


49ers vs. Giants 
From 1981-90, San Francisco and New York 
met a dozen times, with the winner of their 
five playoff games going on to win the Super 
Bowl four times. “It epitomized east coast 
versus west coast football,” said Walls, who 
joined the Giants after being cut by Dallas. 
Phil Simms recalled a 17-3 victory in the 
1985 wild card game at the Meadowlands. 
“It was a big turning point because we 
were able to turn the tables on them,” said 
the former Giants’ quarterback. “And it all 
came together in ‘86 [divisional playoffs] 
when we were able to beat them, 49-3." 
More significantly, Simms remembered 
tight end Mark Bavaro, who always proved 
to be an arm load for San Francisco's 
defense. “I can remember hitting him three 
or four time in the seams for big touch- 
downs against those guys.” 


Broncos vs. Browns 

Three times in four years, John Elway kept 
the Browns out of the Super Bowl. Cleve- 
land's best chance came at home in 1986, 
when it held a 20-13 lead with 5:34 to go 
and Denver pinned on its own 2-yard line. 
But Broncos linebacker Tom Jackson 
knew the Browns had backed themselves 
into a corner. “They were stuck between a 
decision to play prevent defense and 
allowing John to maneuver his way down 
the field. They decided to play prevent...” 
Elway then led his team 98 yards in 15 
plays, hitting Mark Jackson for the tying 
touchdown with 37 seconds to play. Over- 
time was far less dramatic: Denver's Rich 
Karlis kicked the game-winning field goal. 
But it’s “The Drive” that will be forever 
remembered. Q 
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he Pro Football Hall of Fame class of 

‘95 does not have any marquee 

names. It lacks the sort of high-profile 

performers who have been elected in 
recent years. There's no one to rival Walter 
Payton or Tony Dorsett, Tom Landry or Bill 
Walsh, Terry Bradshaw or Roger Staubach, 
Jack Lambert or Franco Harris—players 
and coaches readily identifiable to the 
faintest of fans. 

The 1995 class is a solid group, model cit- 
izens on and off the field, best known for the 
consistency of their play. It includes two of the 
finest pass-catchers of all time, wide receiver 
Steve Largent of the Seattle Seahawks and 
tight end Kellen Winslow of the San Diego 
Chargers, as well as defensive end Lee 
Roy Selmon, the best player in the oS 
history of the Tampa Bay j 
Buccaneers. Two NFL 
stalwarts who have 
died and will be 
honored 
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posthumously are Henry Jordan, a defensive 
tackle for the Green Bay Packers of the Vince 
Lombardi era, and Jim Finks, a fine quarter- 
back for the Pittsburgh Steelers of the 1950s 
who made more of a mark in the NFL as the 
front-office boss of the Minnesota Vikings, 
Chicago Bears, and New Orleans Saints. 

The road to the Super Bowl begins in 
Canton, Ohio, where owners gathered 75 
years ago to form the professional football 
league that evolved into what we know 
today as the NFL.This year's induction cere- 
monies take place at 11 A.M. on Saturday, 
July 29, and are open to the public, as 
always, without charge. 


Last January was as good as it can get for 
the former Seattle star. Early in the month, 
Largent began serving his first term as a 
U.S. congressman from his native Okla- 
homa, and late in the month he learned he 
had been elected to the Hall of Fame in his 
first year of eligibility. He is one of only five 
players of the almost 15,000 who have 
played pro football to serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Largent began his 14-year pro career in 
the first-ever game of the Seahawks and 
continued until the last game of the 1989 
season. During that span, he quietly set six 
major NFL records: 

819 career receptions 

10 seasons with 50 or more 
receptions 

177 straight games with at least 

one reception 

13,089 yards on receptions 

8 seasons with 1,000 receiving yards 
100 career touchdown receptions 

Largent was a record-setting receiver at 
the University of Tulsa, leading the nation 
with 14 touchdown catches in both 1974 
and ‘75, but most pro scouts said he was too 
small and too slow for pro football. They 
should have a special wing in the 
newly revamped Hall of Fame 

for football players who 
refused to listen to 
the naysayers. 


- The Hous- 
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STEVE LABGENT 


ton Oilers selected him on the fourth round, 
the 117th overall pick in the 1976 NFL draft, 
but he was cut after the fourth preseason 
game. Jerry Rhome, a Seattle assistant who 
had been on the Tulsa coaching staff, rec- 
ommended Largent to Seahawks head 
coach Jack Patera. 

Largent was looked upon as an over- 
achiever, but Chuck Knox, who succeeded 
Patera in Seattle, had this to say of Largent: 
“He has unique talent to be a great receiver. 
He has the lateral quickness, great balance, 
body control, tremendous hand/eye coordi- 
nation, and great hands.” 

Largent was extremely supportive of 
community charity activities during his play- 
ing days. As such, he was named the 1988 
NFL's Man of the Year, an annual award 
given to the league's top “citizen athlete.” 


KELLEN WINSLOW 
This was a tight end unlike any other. He 
took his cue from Mike Ditka and Jackie 
Smith as far as being a favorite target at a 
position that was once reserved more for a 


Jon SooHoo/Bernstein Assoc. 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


big blocker, but he became even more of a 
deep threat than either Ditka or Smith, both 
Hall of Famers. Winslow was listed as a tight 
end, but often lined up as a wideout in Don 
Coryell’s pass-happy offensive scheme. 
Quarterback Dan Fouts, who went into the 
Hall of Fame in 1993, loved to throw deep 
and short to him. 

Winslow came out of the University of 
Missouri, where he now provides color com- 
mentary on radio broadcasts of the Tigers’ 
games, to make his mark in a hurry for the 
Chargers. He looks back upon his first five 
years in the league as a period that was “like 
a fantasy.” 

Between 1980 and ‘84, Winslow had 374 
receptions, tops in the NFL for that span. He 
led the league with 88 catches in 1981 and 
matched that figure again in ‘83. He had 
some super days, such as catching five 
touchdown passes against Oakland on 
November 22, 1981, and the 15 receptions 
against Green Bay on October 7, 1984. He 
also starred in several respects in one of the 
most exciting games in NFL history: the 
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Chargers’ 41-38 overtime victory over the 
Miami Dolphins in a nationally televised 
1981 divisional playoff. When the game was 
tied 38-38, Winslow blocked a game-win- 
ning field-goal attempt and gave the Charg- 
ers a chance to win in overtime. 

Winslow was a rags-to-riches story. One 
of seven children, he grew up in a tough 
neighborhood in East St. Louis, Illinois. “We 
were a very close family,” Winslow said. “We 
got our inspiration from our parents. The one 
thing | always wanted to do was to give my 
parents a reason to be proud of me, outside 
of the fact that | was their son. | tried very 
hard to do that on and off the field.” Homer 
and Odell Winslow will be among the proud- 
est parents present for the ceremonies in 
Canton this summer. 


LEE ROY SELMON 
When John McKay was considering players 
to draft when the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
became a member of the NFL in 1976, he 
knew he wanted to start with defense. And 
he knew it was a no-brainer to begin with 
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draft and surprised no one whén 
they selected Lee Roy Selmon. 
On the second round, they 
took Lee Roy's older 
brother Dewey, also a 
defensive lineman, 
who became an NFL 
linebacker. 

The Bucs lost all 
14 games in 1976 
and their first 12 in 
‘77. “For the first 
time in my life, | was 
embarrassed to be 


Lee Roy Selmon, an All-America defensive 
end at the University of Oklahoma. Selmon 
also won both the Lombardi Award and the 
Outland Trophy, annual honors that went to 
the outstanding college lineman. He came 
from a successful program, as the Sooners 
won 43 of 45 games during his four years. 
The Buccaneers had the first pick in the 


ball player,” 


store.” 


recognized as a foot- 
admitted 
Lee Roy. “I didn’t even 

want to go to the grocery 
The Bucs did get 
better, and it was the defensive 
unit, led by Lee Roy Selmon, that 
made the team more competitive. In one 
game, the younger Selmon sacked Fran 
Tarkenton of the Minnesota Vikings three 
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times in a 16-10 upset. “He’s as good as 
any defensive lineman | have ever seen,” 
Tarkenton told reporters after the game. 
Selmon went on to play in six straight Pro 
Bowls. He made his mark off the field as 
well. Like Largent, he’s been active in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and was 
named the NFL’s Man of the Year (1980). 
He traces his values to his 
upbringing under modest 
circumstances. Lucious 
Sr. and Jessie Selmon 
raised six sons and 
three daughters in 
a four-room house 
on a 40-acre farm 
in Eufala, a town 
of about 2,500 in 
eastern Okla- 
homa. 


When NFL owners 
were looking for a 

successor to Pete 
Rozelle after he an- 
nounced he was retiring 
as commissioner of the 
league, many of them looked 

no farther than Finks, then general man- 
ager and part owner of the New Orleans 
Saints. They ended up selecting Paul 
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Tagliabue, but Finks finished a strong run- 
ner-up in the balloting. It points up the 
league-wide respect for Finks, who 
excelled as a front-office boss with the 
Minnesota Vikings and Chicago Bears 
before going to New Orleans. 

Finks began his 30-year career in the 
NFL with the Pittsburgh Steelers. A T-for- 
mation quarterback at Tulsa, he was a 
12th-round pick in the 1949 draft. 
The Steelers were the only team 
in the league that was still 
employing the single-wing 
offense, so Finks played 
defensive back his first 
three years. In 1952, 
the Steelers switched 
to the T-formation 
and Finks became 
the starting quarter- 
back. In his first full 
season as a regular, 
he tied Otto Graham 
of Cleveland for the 
league lead with 20 
touchdown passes and 
earned a Pro Bow/! invitation. 
In seven years, Finks complet- 
ed 661 passes for 8,622 yards and 
55 touchdowns. 

He gave up playing early to become an 
assistant coach to Terry Brennan at Notre 
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Dame in 1956. Then he went north to serve 
in several capacities with the Calgary 
Stampeders of the Canadian Football 
League for eight years before moving to 
Minnesota. Finks died of lung cancer on 
May 8, 1994. His son, Jim Finks Jr., will 
offer the acceptance speech at the Hall of 
Fame ceremonies. 


HENRY JORDAN 
One of pro football's 
greatest teams will be 
remembered when 
Henry Jordan is 
enshrined along- 
side nine of his 
former Green 
Bay teammates 
and their coach 
as a member 
of the Hall of 
Fame. He suf- 
fered a_ heart 
attack and died 
at age 42 in 1977 
and his son, Henry 
Jordan Jr., will repre- 
sent him and his family at 
the induction ceremonies. 
Jordan’s NFL career 
spanned 13 seasons and he was aterrific 
defensive tackle. A fifth-round draft pick 


of the Cleveland Browns out of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia, Jordan was a backup line- 
man for two seasons on a talent-rich team 
under Paul Brown. He was traded to 
Green Bay for a fourth-round choice, a 
deal the Browns would later regret. Jor- 
dan got to Green Bay at the same time as 
a new coach, Vince Lombardi, came on 
the scene. It was the beginning of a beau- 
tiful relationship, and of a powerhouse 
team that would dominate pro football in 
the 1960s. 

Jordan was small for his position, at 6-3 
and 240 pounds, but he made the Pro 
Bowl four times. He was bald since he was 
a teenager back home in Emporia, Vir- 
ginia, where his father was a railroad car 
inspector on the Chesapeake and Ohio. 
He was one of six children, and grew up 
fast, excelling as a high schooler in foot- 
ball, track, and wrestling. 

Jordan joins four of his defensive team- 
mates (Herb Adderly, Willie Davis, Ray 
Nitschke, and Willie Wood) in the Hall of 
Fame. Offensive teammates similarly hon- 
ored were Bart Starr, Jim Taylor, Paul Hor- 
nung, Forrest Gregg, and Jim Ringo. 

Renowned for his great sense of humor, 
the jovial Jordan helped offset the serious 
approach taken by Lombardi. He once said 
in jest, “Coach Lombardi is fair. He treats us 


all the same way—like dogs.” QO 
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° 10 Computerized updates (every other week) showing your division and overall standings 


SIMPLY THE MOST EXCITING SCORING SYSTEM YET 


SCORING SYSTEM 

1) 50 Yd. TD Pass = 50 Pts. 

2) 50 Td. TD Run = 50 Pts. 

3) 50 Yd. TD Catch = 50 Pts. 

4) 50 Yd. FG = 34 Pts. (Less 10 yds. For the end 
Zone and six for the kickers drop back) 


5) Defensive TD = 25 Pts. For a return of 0-49 Yds. 
40 Pts. For a return of 50 Yds. Plus 

6) Whatever the yardage of the TD, you are awarded 
That amount of points 

7) Official rules and scoring system will be sent 
To you after you have entered. 


HERE iS HOW TO PLAY: 


1) Pick three Quarterbacks, 4 running backs, 4 Receivers 
3 kickers and 2 defenses 

2) Fill out the entry form below and send along with your 
$49.95 and you're ready for the big leagues. 


PRI 

1ST PLACE - $5,000:00 

2ND PLACE.-" $2,500.00 

3RD PLACE - $1,000.00 

4TH PLACE - $ 500:00 

5TH PLACE - $ 250.00 

(Also prizes for each division winner) 


ONLY $49.95 
FOR THE ENTIRE SEASON 


QUARTERBACKS RUNNING BACKS RECEIVERS KICKERS DEFENSES 
QO Dan Marino Eric Metcalf O Andre Rison O Chris Jacke 0 49 ers’ 
O Steve Beuerlein © Emmitt Smith Q Herman Moore Q Chip Lohmiller O Bills 
QO Jim Everett _ QEricc Rhett Q Rob Moore Q John Kasay O Patriots 
QO Randall Cunningham QO Ricky Watters O Jerry, Rice Q Chris Boniol OQ Rams 
O Steve Bono Q Chris Warren QO Tim Brown Q Morten Anderson Q Packers 
Q Brett Favre Q Barry Foster QO Michael Irvin Q Jason Elam O Steelers 
Q Stan Humphries QO Garrison Hearst QO Chris Carter QO John Carney Q Cowboys 
Q Steve Young Q Rodney Hampton QO Andre Reed Q Jason Hanson QO Falcons 
QO John Elway Q Barry Sanders Qilrving Fryar Q Pete Stoyanovich QO Browns 
QO Craig Erickson Q Jerome Bettis Q Alvin Harper QO Faud Reveiz Q Dolphins 
Q Drew Bledsoe Q Thurman Thomas Q Tony Martin QO Norm Johnson QO Cheifs 
QO Jeff George QO Edgar Bennett Q Carl Pickens QO Steve Christie QO Vikings 
Q Warren Moon Q Ki-Jana Carter (R) QO Michael Jackson O Jeff Jeager QO Jets 
Q Troy Aikman O Harvey Williams QO Fred Barnett QO Kevin Butler QO Eagles 
O Dave Kreig QO Marcus Allen O Terrence Mathis Q John Pelphrey QO Cardinals 
QO Vinny Testaverde Reggie Brooks QO Anthony Miller Q Gary Anderson O Raiders 
O Rick Mirer © Terry Allen QO Michael Haynes QO Doug Brien QO Chargers 
O Jeff Hostetler  Natrone Means QO Mike Pritchard QO Matt Stover Q Bears 
QO Jim Kelly Q Marshall Faulk Q Michael Westbrook (R) O Greg Davis O Seahawks 
Q Q a Q Q 
OWNERS NAME: To play send $49.95 or $39.95 for additional 
entries of the same address to: 
TEAM NAME: 
A.C.Q.F.L SPORTS ENTER BY FAX, 
ADDRESS: 8001 Castor Ave MAIL OR PHONE 
Box 306 
CITY: ZIP: Philadelphia, PA 19152 
(215)338-9726 - TEL 
TELEPHONE #: (215)338-9769 - FAX 
CREDIT CARD #: EXP DATE: O CHECK QO MONEY OR 
O VISA O MASTER CARD 


Must be 18 years or older. Contest coasist of the regular season oaly, Void where probibited. Not affiliated with the NFL, or Players Association. Entries must be post marked by September 3, 1995. Multiple entrics must be from the same individual. Ties will split. Division prizes will be 
pro-rated by the sumber of teams in each division, Taxes are sole responsibility of each winner. No purchase accessary. If you wish to participate, void of all services, Send a seif addressed stamped envelope to A.C.Q.F.L Sparts, 8001 Castor Ave, Box 306 Philadelphia, PA 19152 to 
receive official copy of all malex. 


cOoOM PUTER 


PRO 


FOOTBALL 


IBM - PC 


THE MOST REALISTIC 
STRATEGY/SIMULATION COMPUTER 
GAME ON THE MARKET TODAY! 


Didn’t like the way last season went? 
Would you like to take on Dallas and 
Buffalo again? Or, how about 
‘73 Dallas against ‘62 Green Bay or 
‘89 San Francisco or even ‘75 Pittsburg. 
Well...with 3 in 1 Football you can do just 
that and much, much more! 


With 3 in 1 Football you can play any of 
OVER 800 total teams. Both College 
& Pro. Virtually every one of the I-A 

and J-AA teams from the past season are 
included as well as the Pro teams. 
The WEL, WLAF and USFL teams 
are also available. Many, many of the 
greatest College and Pro teams 

of all time are there, too. ‘85 Chicago, 
‘72 Miami, ‘58 Baltimore, ‘78 Dallas 

and the list goes on and on. 


3 in 1 plays head to head, you vs. 
computer or computer vs. computer. 
It has an end of game scoring summary, 
full team and individual player 
stat breakdowns. Stats compiler, 
Standings and League Leaders, you 
can draft, trade or input your own 
players and teams from scratch. 


As you coach your favorite team 
to victory you'll be amazed at how 
realistic your QB’s, running backs, 

receivers and kickers perform! 


An extensive auto-scheduler is also 
included. The entire 1994 college or Pro 
schedules can be played by hitting a few 
keystrokes. And if over 800 college and 

Pro teams still isn’t enough, there are 
many past seasons available. 


ADDITIONAL PRO SEASONS DISKS 
1950-59 Decade Disk 
1960-69 Decade Disk 
1970-79 Decade Disk 
1980-89 Decade Disk 
$19.95 each 


ORDER TODAY! 
Mail check or money order 
for $39.95 each. 

You may call in and order with VISA or 
Master Card. Please add $3.00 for 
shipping and handling. 

For more information, call or write 
for a free brochure. 


1-800-477-7032 


ee 
P.O. BOX 100594 * NASHVILLE, TN 37224 
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1994 NFL FINAL STANDINGS 


NATIONAL 


FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Eastern Division W LT Pct PF PA 
Dallas ........ccccsesees 12 4 0 .750 414 248 
New York.. & 7 0 563 279 305 
Arizona... 8 8 0 .500 235 267 
Philadelphia... 7 9 O 438 308 308 
Washington ....... v3 13 0 .188 320 412 
Central Division 
Minnesota.............. 6 0 .625 356 314 
Chicago .... 7 0 .563 271 307 
Detroit....... 7 0 .563 357 342 
Green Bay 2 7 0 563 382 287 
Tampa Bay... 6 10 0 .375 251 351 
Western Division 
San Francisco ....... 13 3 0 .813 505 296 
Ee 0 .438 317 385 
Q 438 348 407 
0 .250 286 365 
FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
Eastern Division W LT Pct PF PA 
iami 0 .625 389 327 
0 .625 351 312 
0 .500 307 320 
0 .438 340 356 
Bat 0 .875 264 320 
Central Division 
Pittsburgh ..... 0 .750 316 234 
Cleveland . 0 .688 340 204 
Cincinnati... 0 .188 276 406 
Houston ay 0 .125 226 352 
Western Division 
San Diego.............. 11 5 0 .688 381 306 
Kansas City .. 9 7 0 563 319 298 
Los Angeles.. 9 7 0 .563 303 327 
Denver...... 7 9 0 438 347 396 
Seattle... ccesseessesccene 6 10 0 .375 287 323 


Green Ba 


Miami 27, Kansas 
Cleveland 20, Ne 


SECON 
San Francisco 


pittsburgh 29, 


San Francisco 
gan Diego 17, Pl 


R BOWL XXIX 
vate n Diego 26 


San Francisco 49, Sa 


MES 
7 ROUND GA 
vere y 16, Detroit 12 


, 18 
_.aqo 35, Minnesota 

Chicag City 17 

w England 13 

p ROUND GAMES 

44, Chicago 15 


9 
5 35, Green Bay 
Dalla Clevelan a9 


San Diego 22, Miami 21 
CONFERENCE CHAM 


pPIONSHIPS 
38, Dallas 28 
tisburgh 13 


SUPER BOWL XXIx 
At Miami, FL, January 29, 1995 
San Diego........sce T cacesesBeresveGeeeees —26 


San Francisco 


14....... 7 —49/ 


Scoring 
San Francisco: Rice 44 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 1:24 ist 
San Francisco: Watters 51 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 4:55 ist 
San Diego: Means 1 run (Carney kick), 12:16 1st 
San Francisco: Floyd 5 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 1:58 2nd 
San Francisco; Watters 8 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 10:16 2nd 
San Diego: FG Carney 31, 13:16 2nd 
San Francisco: Watters 9 run (Brien kick), 5:25 3rd 
San Francisco: Rice 15 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 11:42 3rd 
San Diego: Coleman 98 kickoff return (Seay pass 
from Humphries), 11:59 3rd 
San Francisco: Rice 7 pass from S. Young (Brien 
kick), 1:11 4th 
San Diego: Martin 30 pass from Humphries (Pupunu 
pass from Humphries), 12:35 4th 
Attendance: 74,107 


Team Statistics 


San Diego San Francisco 


Punts 


Time of possession 


Individual Statistics 

Rushing: San Diego, Means 13-33, Harmon 2-10, 
Jefferson 1-10, Gilbert 1-8, Bieniemy 1-3, 
Humphries 1-3; San Francisco, S. Young 5-49, 
Watters 15-47, Floyd 9-32, Rice 1-10, Carter 2- 
minus 5 

Passing: San Diego, Humphries 24-49-2-275, 
Gilbert 3-6-1-30; San Francisco, S. Young 24-36- 
0-325, Musgrave 1-1-0-6, Grbac 0-1-0-0 

Receiving: San Diego, Harmon 8-68, Seay 
7-75, Pupunu 4-48, Martin 3-59, Jefferson 2-15, 
Bieniemy 1-33, Means 1-4, D. Young 1-3; San 
Francisco, Rice 10-149, Taylor 4-43, Floyd 4-26, 
Watters 3-61, Jones 2-41, Popson 1-6, McCaffrey 
1-5 

Interceptions: San Francisco, Sanders 1-15, Cook 1- 
1, E. Davis 1-0 

Sacks: San Diego, Johnson 2, Seau 1; San Francis- 
co, Stubblefield 1, Brown 1/2, Harris 1/2 

Missed Field Goals: San Francisco, Brien 47 


lron Men of the NFL 
Fresh Look at Power Ratings 
Whole New Ballgame 
Toeing a Fine Line 

Turf is Tuff Stuff 

Tale of Two Cities 

Road to Fame, Congress 


By Bud Lea 


ou can do a lot of things 

in professional sports at 

age 40. You can drive an 
Indy race car, play the PGA tour, 
swing a designated bat. 

But can you play in the Na- 
tional Football League? Even if 
you thought you could, would 
you? 

Jackie Slater played in his 
19th season with the Los Ange- 
les Rams last year. He was 40 
years old. 

Teammate Blair Bush, who 
turned 38 in November, com- 
pleted his 17th season in the 
NFL. In Atlanta, Clay Matthews 
and Mike Kenn also finished 
their 17th year in the most de- 
manding of professional sports. 

Now, by all rights they should 
be getting around with a cane. 
Or they should be able to tell by 
knee twinges when it's going to 
rain, or be walking around with 
alimp. They shouldn't be com- 
ing back for more punishment. 

These are the Iron Men of the 
NFL. They are one of a kind be- 
cause they have continued to 
play exceptionally well beyond 
the age when most players re- 
tire. 

They are obviously physically 
gifted. They also know how to 
take good care of themselves. 

The day can't be far off when 
a bus load of retired NFL play- 
ers will storm the Rams' locker 
room and line up to drink from 
the water cooler that Jackie 
Slater uses. Who can blame 
them for thinking it is the Foun- 
tain of Youth? 

Slater, who turned 41 in May, 
is one of the registered legends 
of football. When he started 
playing this game for money, 
Jimmy Carter was President, the 
first personal computers were in- 
troduced, the Gong Show made 
its television debut, and the de- 
fending NFL champions played 
the College All-Stars at Soldier 
Field. 
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Jackie Slater 


The Rams' third-round draft 
choice out of Jackson State, 
Slater played in the last College 
All-Star game in the summer of 
'76. He remembers it well be- 
cause he lined up against Joe 
Greene, the great defensive end 
with the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
a future Hall of Famer. 

"I was blocking him at his legs, 
and he called my name a couple 
of times," Slater recalls. "He told 
me this was a pre-season game 
and we were supposed to have 
fun. 

"I thought to myself, 'well, I've 
got him now.' I did it one more 
time, and I felt a tug on my 
shoulder pads. It was Joe 
Greene. 

"I thought he was helping me 
up. He got me up just high 
enough so he could knee me 
right across my throat. I learned 
at that moment that these were 
men playing at this level, men 
who loved what they were doing 
and had a passion for the game. 

"If | was going to compete in 
the NFL, I had to bring more 
than a whimsical attitude. I had 
to bring a commitment to it be- 
cause these guys are pros." 

The record books show that 
Slater has played in more games 


(258) than any offensive lineman 
in NFL history. He is the only 
Rams' player to play 19 seasons 
with the same team. 

How could anyone who is 40 
years old bring himself out there, 
week after week, endure year- 
round training, and overcome 
injuries to play this violent 
game? Why does he do it? 

"People want me to say I've 
lasted so long because I've taken 
care of my body," Slater says. 
"They want me to say I've 
watched a lot of films and know 
my opponents very well. 

"They also want me to say I've 
played along side some of the 
best players who ever played in 
this game. All of this is true. 

"But if I were to put my finger 
on one thing, it has to be the 
power of God working in my life. 
He has enabled me to do some- 
thing I absolutely love. These 
things just didn't happen. They 
were God's will." 

You are not going to argue with 
aman who has been selected to 
six Pro Bowls, was named the 
league's Offensive Lineman of 
the Year three times, and has set 
the NFL's longevity record for 
games played by an offensive 
lineman. 

One day, Jackie Slater will 
awaken, look in the mirror, and 
see that he has grown old. He 
will have to admit that his foot- 
ball skills have deteriorated, his 
body has betrayed him, and that 
the best years are somewhere in 
the past. 

That day, obviously is not here 
yet. Slater is under contract 
with the Rams. He wants to play 
one more year. 

"I look over at ol' Blair, and I 
say, 'if he can do it, I can do it," 
Slater says. "I'm sure he says 
the same thing. We keep each 
other going." 

There is a reason why Blair 
Bush is 38 and still playing in 
the NFL. He is a center, which 
is one of the most indestructible 


positions in professional football. And he has 
prolonged his long career by becoming a special- 
ist, a long snapper. 

"I have great admiration for Clay Matthews and 
Mike Kenn who have played every down, every 
game, every season," says Bush. "I did that for 
12 years before the wear and tear got to me. I 
would not be in the game now if I had to play full 
time." 

The Cincinnati Bengals drafted Bush out of the 
University of Washington. He was the 16th player 
chosen in the 1978 draft, and he became an im- 
mediate starter with the Bengals. 

"It was tougher then," says Bush. "The game 
may be more physical now, but when I started 
there were tougher people from top to bottom-- 
ownership, coaches, players. It was a meaner busi- 
ness because there wasn't as much money to 
spread around." 

Blair points out something else. He spent five 
years in the league before he got into serious off- 
training programs and weight lifting. 

The long snappers play a long time, longer than 
most players. Bush, who has played in 247 
games, says he will know when to quit. "When 
they kick me out," he replies. 

He is 39, but Clay Matthews is not some washed- 
up, played-out, surgically-repaired, former Cleve- 
land Browns' has-been the Falcons signed as a 
free agent last year. In tremendous shape after a 
vigorous off-season conditioning program, 
Matthews played in a productive 15 games for At- 
lanta at the most grueling position of all, inside 
linebacker. 


New System Benefits Veterans 


There were more tenth year and up players 
in the league in 1994. 


180 
160 


1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 


Number of 10 Year & Up Players (1989-1994) 


Players with 10 years of experience or more are showing 
more longevity under the new NFL system of free agency 
and salary caps. The chart shows a 31% increase in the 
number of players who reached the 10 year mark between 
1989 and 1994. 


SpeciaL Section Propuction STAFF: 
Advertising — Pat Allen, Aaron Jones, Clay Walker 
Editorial — Gabriella Mazzucca, Carl Francis, Frank Woschitz 


Blair Bush Clay Matthews 


Whenever the football showed up, Matthews did, 
too. He made 115 tackles, including 84 solos. 
Matthews has also played in 247 games. He has 
been slamming into hostile people all of his adult 
life. It gets addictive after a while. 

He is the oldest player in a young man's posi- 
tion. He excels at knocking the lunch out of op- 
ponents. Nobody has done it better while having 
as much fun as is earthly possible. The injuries, 
he admits, are an occupational hazard. He has 
had his share of them, including a broken ankle 
that forced him to miss most of the 1982 season 
with the Browns. 

Matthews enjoys the pounding. He also has a 
knack for business. He owns apartments and a 
small shopping center in Southern California, and 
is a partner in a Pontiac dealership in Cleveland. 

He has a wife and five kids at home. So, why is 
he still playing football? 

"I really enjoy the game," says Matthews. "There 
are a lot of people who enjoy it at first, but after 
three or four years of running into people at full 
speed, it gets kind of old for them. But not for me." 

Matthews' enthusiasm for the game allows him 
to continue to play. He is fortunate to have a 
body that can hold up to physical abuse. 

"My body has always healed when injured," he 
says. "Whatever aches and pain I have, I'm used 
to. They are no burden." 

Matthews was 22 when he was the Browns ' first- 
round draft choice out of USC in 1978. In his 
mind-set, he is still in his 20s. 

"Every year the team adds a new set of 21, 22, 
23 year-old kids," he says. "I don't work in a very 
mature workplace, so I don't feel old. When people 
remind me that I've played for 17 years, I feel it's 
just an average thing." 

When tackle Mike Kenn was drafted out of 
Michigan on the first round by Atlanta in 1978, 
he thought he would play five years. Five years 
became 10 years. Then it became another year. 
One more became season No. 17 last year-- all 
with the Falcons. 
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CHANNEL... 
STOP UST WATCHING. 


Welcome to Sega Channel. The all day, all night. video.game channel. It’s up to 50 games a month , 
pumped into your humble abode. Get secret codes, insider tips and test drives of the newest games 
around. Play what you want, when you want, for as long as you want, for one low monthly price. Call your 
cable company or (402) 573-3637. About time, don’t you think? 


Sega™ GENESIS™ required. Sega and Genesis are trademarks and Sega Channel is a service mark and trademark of SEGA. ©1995 SEGA CHANNEL. All rights reserved. 


By James Lofton 


aybe one day a LOFTON will be as coveted 
as an Oscar or an Olympic bronze (you 
know, start small, aim high). Did I hear 
someone ask what a LOFTON is? Why, son, it is 
the ultimate proven statistical performance rat- 
ing system for receivers and running backs, de- 
vised by the great former all pro wide receiver, 
James Lofton. 

That would be me. But before we get to the 
72MB RAM double spin CD 120MHz processing 
computer crunching numbers, let me tell you of 
the origin of the LOFTON. 

It all started in 1984. Don't blame me, blame 
Art Monk. Yes, Art Monk will be the villain and I 
shall wear the white hat. For you Redskin fans, 
settle down please and let me explain. 

Art had a terrific season in 1984. Okay, a great 


with 106. I 
couldn't help 
but feel sorry 
for myself in 
little old Green 
Bay. Hey, I 
caught 62 
passes and Art 
only gained 11 
more yards 
than I did. 
Where's the 
justice? Come 
on, anybody 
can see I de- 
serve some 
credit or an asterisk or something. Just look at 
the numbers, baby! Art Monk, 106 receptions, 
1,372 yards, 12.9 yards per catch, 7 touchdowns. 
James Lofton, 62 receptions, 1,361 yards, 22 
yards per catch, 7 touchdowns. 

So ten years later (not like I hold a grudge), I'm 
on a plane going to my job with CNN as a big time 
football analyst and it hits me. I grab a pencil 
and start ciphering just like Jethro. And the win- 
PLELASs oes 

Okay, first things first. The numbers aren't 
magic. The players produce them every game day. 
Sometimes you hear that stats are for losers. 
Yeah, if you don't have any, you're definitely a 
loser. On the team bus or plane ride back home 
guys will cower over the team's stats and their 
own little numbers for the whole trip, trying des- 
perately to figure out how the game was really 
won or lost and by whom. 

What the LOFTON will do is tell you for the first 
time in 75 years of NFL history who really is the 


Jerry Rice, power receiver 


Fresh Look at Power Ratings 


top rated receiver or the top rated running back. 
You'll still have to decide who to draft for your 
fantasy football league, but the LOFTON may give 
you the extra inside information to make game 
winning decisions. I'd bet there are a few general 
managers who might peek at the number before 
they give some stiff that multi-million dollar deal. 
The judge (me, not Lester Hayes) looks at four 

categories: 

1. The number of receptions 

2. The yardage gained 

3. The average per catch 

4. Touchdowns 

Each category is weighted (not William Perry) 
then put into my magical formula-- which by the 
way is a bigger secret than the whereabouts of 
that dreaded formula for NEW Coke! 

And the winner is. . . Jerry Rice (112-1499- 

; x 


Photos by Vernon Biever 


Emmitt Smith, power runner 


13.4-13 TDs). No surprise when you watch this 
guy play week after week, touchdown after touch- 
down. Rice bests Sterling Sharpe, 131.5 to 126. 
Sharpe, who started the season by talking hold 
out, got hot late with 13 touchdowns over the 
final five weeks of the regular season. Sterling's 
play-off quest was cut short by a neck injury that 
required off season surgery. The Packers did some 
cutting of their own, trimming Sharpe off the ros- 
ter and trying to keep the budget in check for 
1995. Tim Brown was tops among AFC receiv- 
ers with a LOFTON of 114.2, but he finished only 
sixth overall. 

To my surprise, Cris Carter, who broke Ster- 
ling Sharpe's single season reception record with 
122 catches, only managed a 105.2 LOFTON. 
Carter's rating was pulled down because of his 
low average per catch-- 10.3 and only 7 trips to 
the end zone. In Cris Carter's case what the num- 
bers don't show is that he helped the Minnesota 
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6 different computer- 
generated basic card 
designs—one for each 
NFL division. Six over- 
the-top insert sets, 
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1 of 20 “NFL Prospect” insert cards. 
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Vikings win the NFC Central Division crown. 

The question of the NFL's top running back is 
a simple two part question-- Barry or Emmitt? 
Style or substance? Power or finesse? Moves or 
unbelievable moves? Running backs do more 
work so more numbers are needed to calculate 
the LOFTON for these guys. The judge looks at 
five categories: 

1. Number of carries 

2. Yards gained 

3. Average per carry 

4. Long gain 

5. Touchdowns 

Let's cut to the chase and go chase running 
backs (that's called a segue way in broadcast- 
ing). Barry, 331 carries, Emmitt, 368, nod to 
Mr. Smith. Barry, 1883 yards, Emmitt, 1484-- 
Sanders. Average gain (not these two), Barry a 
whopping 5.7, Mr. Smith a respectable 4.0-- the 
Lion's share to Mr. Sanders. Long gain, Barry, 
85 yards (362 moves were noted by NFL films in 
that run) to Emmitt's long jaunt of 46 yards (he 
would have gone further but bumped into Michael 
Irvin saluting the crowd). Touchdowns, Barry 7 
trips (we'll have to petition Wayne Fontes to leave 
him in on goal line situations), hello Emmitt-- 
21 trips to TD land. 

Emmitt Smith is the king for 1994-- 118.3 to 
106.5 over Barry Sanders. (Check the box for 
top 20 leaders). 

Okay, so who do you take with your first pick 
in next year's fantasy draft? You've got the 
LOFTONSs and the pick shall be. . . 

But back to our original starting point--the 
1984 Monk or Lofton debate. Art Monk, 106- 
1372-12.9-7 TDs, your host, James Lofton, 62- 
1361-22-7TDs. The winner and still author, 
James Lofton's LOFTON of 122 to Art Monk's 
LOFTON of 110.5. Actually, Mark Clayton, 73- 
1389-19-18TDs, had a 145.4 LOFTON in 1984, 
but we'll keep that our little secret. 


Top 20-- LOFTON Power Rating 


RECEIVERS: G KS: 
J Rice SF 131.5 E Smith DAL 118.3 
S Sharpe GB 126.0 B Sanders DET 106.5 
TMathisATL 119.1 CWarrenSEA 92.3 
ii hayyé M Faulk IND 91.4 
115.6 N Means SD 91.2 
114.2 T Allen MIN 74.0 
113.2 TThomas BUF 72.2 
111.3 RHampton NYG 71.7 
111.0 JJohnsonNYJ 69.6 
E Rhett TB 69.2 
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"When I was 
drafted, you couldn't 
retire on a signing 
bonus," Kenn says. 
"You had to buy a 
car, put a down 
payment on a 
house, and go back 
to work in the off- 
season. 

"It's different 
now. Players area 
lot more celebrated 
coming into the 
NFL, and it starts 
on draft day. 

"They have an in- 
flated opinion of 
themselves. Some 
of them wake up 
and smell the cof- 
fee. They mature 
and it doesn't be- 
come a problem. 
Others end up cut- 
ting short what 
could be a very long 
and prosperous 
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Although his teammates feel Mike 
Kenn has been a Falcon forever, 


career." he really is only modeling the 
; original team uniform at the 1995 
The decision to Hall of Fame gare: 


retire never comes 

easy for a player who is willing to make all the 
sacrifices. After he played in his 251st game, Kenn 
convinced himself that the moment was right to 
call it quits. 

"I could have played another year," he says. 
"Mentally, I was not able to see myself recovering 
and preparing for another season. It was just too 
much time, too much work." 

Kenn used football as a springboard into busi- 
ness opportunities. He owns two restaurants and 
is building his third in the Atlanta area. He is 
also president of the National Football League 
Players Association. 

"{ don't think anyone is going to play as long as 
Jackie Slater, Blair Bush, Clay Matthews, and 
myself because they don't have to," Kenn states. 
"They are making a lot of money in a hurry. These 
guys are young millionaires when they get 
drafted." 

So, enjoy whatever you see of them in the time 
they have left. They will be the old guys, giving it 
their best shots. 


Bud Lea covered the Green Bay Packers for 42 years for the 
Milwaukee Sentinel. Photos courtesy of the Topps Co. Inc. 
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By Pat Allen 


FL players are taking off 
their uniforms and show- 
ing some muscle! They're 
hitting the streets to show fans 
what wey are really made of. 

Cc, apclebrating its 


NFL biesets PRES, he 
mission of PLAYERS INC i is to 


on and off the field. 
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Popular Music Group Boys II Men featured on opening night at the World's 
Largest Super Bowl Party. 


football con- 
teractive sports. 


hearts out on op ening night toa 
crowd of over 0, meander- 
ing through : ; wd and greet- 
ing fans and players. 

The party will take on a new 
look this ye Fd the "NFL Play- 
ers Party" moves west to the site 

* of Super Bowl XXX-- Phoenix, 
= ee AZ. Th of Phoenix is roll- 


Pro Bowler Mel Gray, Lions, models 
distinctive PLAYERS INC hat. 


ite ing out the red carpet for play- 
. d fans to welcome what 


‘ei. ers 
' the official Super Bowl 
ot in town. 
ther projects on tap for PLAY- 
RS INC are a record and video 
project featuring NFL players as 
performers teamed with top rap 
and country artists, the Players 
Golf Club, more publishing 
projects with Street & Smith, a 
PLAYERS INC clothing line. and 
Spee anon other upcoming projects. 


Marco Coleman, 
Dolphins, is one of 
many autograph 

s signers. 
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‘Toeing 4 Fine Line- 


By Len Pasquarelli 


rom his Sunday afternoon vantage point at 

the network's sprawling headquarters in a 

downtown Atlanta hotel-and-entertainment 
complex, CNN professional football analyst James 
Lofton can gaze at an eight-foot wall of television 
monitors and peruse any one of the day's NFL 
offerings. 

The glitzy, every-game-at-your-fingertips envi- 
ronment might graphically portray the modern- 
day definition of sensory overload, but it also en- 
ables the league's all-time leader in receiving yard- 
age to assess players, teams, and coaches from a 
unique perspective most hard-core fans would kill 
to have. The critical matchup in Giants Stadium 
may in reality be a thousand miles removed from 
the showdown being waged in the Superdome, but 
for Lofton the contests are just a couple of TV 
screens apart. 

No degree of high-tech gimmickry, however, can 
ever afford Lofton the brand of rare insight he 
gained during stints as a standout wide receiver 
with five different NFL clubs. 

"It definitely gives you an edge, the firsthand 
experience of having been there, done that, seen 
this, " said Lofton recently when asked about how 
his past life impacts his present vocation. 

Indeed, the articulate 
and thought-provoking 
Lofton is one of dozens 
of former NFL players-- 
not all of them working 
at the network level-- 
who regularly toe a very 
fine line between the 
guys currently in the 
exclusive players’ frater- 
nity and the ones who 
have moved on. They 
range from all-time 
greats like Terry 
Bradshaw, Howie 
Long, and Anthony 
Munoz (all now employed by Fox Broadcasting) 
to onetime spearcarriers Mark Malone (ESPN), 
Randy Cross (NBC), Ronnie Pitts (Fox), and Jeff 
Van Note (WSB/Atlanta). 

And the ranks extend beyond just the bound- 
aries of the electronic media. Former Cincinnati 
punter Pat McInally for years authored a news- 
paper column directed toward kids in which he 
used sports to emphasize key lessons for life. 
Onetime Atlanta Falcons defensive end Tim 
Green, an analyst for Fox, writes a weekly col- 
umn for a Syracuse newspaper, does commen- 
tary on National Public Radio, and recently com- 
pleted his third novel, Outlaws. 

No matter the medium, the message is still the 


Howie Long-- "c 


Photo by Vernon Biever 


From Field To Media Room 


same: those who may have run hard between the 
lines sometimes have to tread softly outside of 
them. 

"If you're someone who has been privy to "in- 
side stuff," who has lived in that locker room world, 
then I think you err on the side of conservatism 
most times," said current Houston Oilers tailback 
Spencer Tillman, who 
has spent the past eight 
off-seasons as a sports 
reporter for that city's 
KPRC-TV. "You tend to 
respect the (players') pri- 
vacy, perhaps, a little 
more because of your 
own experiences as a 
player. There are situa- 
tions, where it's definitely 
a high-wire balancing 
act." 

Talk to a reporter who 
has been a player, and 
he's likely to tell you 
about the mind-bending games-- the struggle to 
maintain relationships in his former field while 
establishing credibility in his new one. The tran- 
sition from being accountable to a coach to being 
answerable to a producer can at times be an awk- 
ward one. 

Noted former Pittsburgh quarterback Mark 
Malone on that subject: "There definitely exists 
the task of bridging the two worlds. Guys look at 
you like, 'Hey, you're one of us, how can you be 
asking me that kind of question?’ So you spend 
some soul-searching time trying to reconcile in 
your own mind where the 
football ends and the 
journalism begins-- or 
how they mix." 

An eight-year NFL vet- 
eran with the Oilers and 
San Francisco 49ers, 
Spencer Tillman is cer- 
tainly an anomaly in that 
he is one of the few play- 
ers to seriously pursue a 
career in broadcasting 
while still remaining an 
active player. Through 
the years, of course, many 
players have filled the 
time as weekend sports anchors. But Tillman's 
experiences supersede just smiling into the moni- 
tor and reading scores off the TelePrompter. He 
aspires to go beyond that, and because he does, 
considers himself a full-fledged newsman. 

"The tough part is, " said Tillman, "You're 


Terry Bradshaw- “ol' bayou" 
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Spencer Tillman- "balancing act" 
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A Fine Line 
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inwardly still a professional athlete. Even after I 
retire, my mindset will be that of the journalist- 
athlete. And while I've given a lot of thought to 
the matter, I'll be the first to admit that (I have) 
no idea what the standard statute of limitations 
is on the ‘athlete’ part of that." 

That is, of course, what Randy Cross, a former 
guard/center with the Niners, refers to as the 
"classic conflict" for anyone who steps off the field 
and then behind a mi- 
crophone. Players 
spend years bonding 
together, building up 
alliances and friend- 
ships within the private 
confines of their rather 
elite fraternity. At what 
point, though, do those 
alliances cease to exist? 

The gut-wrenching 
conundrums every ath- 
lete-turned-journalist 
faces at some point in 
his second career: If 
the line of questioning 
becomes too difficult, the current players are fre- 
quently angered, feeling as if a former comrade- 
in-arms has turned on them. "They feel you've 
betrayed them somehow," said Munoz. "It's as if 
they feel you sold out to the establishment." Con- 
versely, however, networks and even local media 
outlets aren't paying former players to be "soft" 
on their onetime teammates. 

Howie Long has at times in his brief career at 
Fox been critical of the media, perhaps losing sight 
of the fact that he is now a part of the element he 
occasionally seeks to condemn. 

"There's a middle ground-- not necessarily a 
compromise position, 
but a middle ground of 
diplomacy-- that some 
people don't try to find," 
said Long. "What we see 
too often is a lot of knee- 
jerk." 

A Hall of Fame quar- 
terback and four-time 
Super Bowl champion, 
Terry Bradshaw's met- 
hod is to break down the 
"sacred cow" status 
some people have at- 
tached to the game and 
treat the whole thing 


- & 


Anthony Munoz -— no softy 


Jeff Van Note - "credible" 
with a down-home irreverence that works well for 
him. Bradshaw hasn't thrown a pass in a dozen 
seasons and has seen a generation of players come 


and go since he retired. 
He still feels a bond to 
today's player-- "There's 
always a common de- 
nominator for anyone 
who's ever played in the 
league," he said-- but 
also realizes he has a 
job to do. 

There have been 
times, like when he an- 
gered Denver quarter- 
back John Elway with 
his comments, that 
Bradshaw has caught : 
heat for doing his job. 7! Green— novelist 
But he believes the ol' bayou approach-- keep an 
open dialogue for exchange of ideas and always 
strive to be as fair and objective as possible-- is a 
solid one. 

"You can have an opinion, and you should... 
because that's what it's all about, right?" said 
Bradshaw. "Where people get into trouble is not 
having an educated opinion. If you take the lazy 
way out and don't try to get to the bottom of things 
... Well, shame on you. When I was playing, I 
wanted (reporters) to be fair that's all. 

Few have learned the art better than Tim Green, 
whose novels have explored some of the game's 
darker sides. Clearly, in Ruffians, Titans, and 
Outlaws, Green has drawn from personal experi- 
ences, but the stories are more general in nature 
and never has the budding novelist betrayed a 
teammate. 

As an analyst for Fox, the former Rhodes scholar 
finalist is an engaging conversationalist, a player 
possessing an obvious 
facility with language. 
At the same time, the 
athlete-turned-broad- 
caster has a built-in re- 
sponsibility to choose 
his words carefully. 

"Players have a habit 
of reading more into 
things than might actu- 
ally be there," he said. 
"By the nature of the 
business, you're a bit 
thin-skinned. Now, 
when you move on and 
you're interviewing people, you can't soft-peddle 
things, but you can keep in mind how you felt 
when you were on the other side of the microphone." 

Said Van Note: "We all want to be credible and 
believable and crack the big story. But you can 
do that in a professional manner. We should treat 
this (media) job with the same sense of detail and 
professionalism and fair-play that we did with the 
job we used to do." 

Len Pasquarelli is an NFL beat writer for the Atlanta Journal- 
Constitution. Photos courtesy of Topps Co., Inc. 


« 


Randy Cross - "classic conflict" 


69 


every time higwalks on theseld, 


and er Chery < 


MicroProse®. Ultimate Football” ’95 lets you Flatten the Goliaths of 
the gridiron. Pit your wits against other NFL brain trusts. Even own 
SS the team. Plus, Fantasy Football software is built in, so you can run 
ULTIMATE a leaque with up to 30 Fantasy League teams. Scout the all-new 
FOOTRALYSS rosters of Ultimate Football °95. And swap that high-priced vet For 


Ss a hungry rookie. Hey, you don't get to rT 
—  =~m= The Big Dance without a little shuffling. ##=C20 PROSE 


For IBM®-PC & Compatibles on CD-ROM. 1-800-879-PLAY. http://www.microprose.com 
mr ffle aa Fffie 01995 MicroProse Software, Inc. All rights reserved. Franchise Football League and FFL are trademarks of Fantasy 


Sports Properties, Inc. Officially licensed product of The NFL Players. Team names, logos, and helmet designs are 
Teamégy FOOTBALL LEAGUE. : : 
aa _ ~~ . 
i =i # 


registered trademarks of the NFL and its member clubs. The NFL Shield is a registered trademark of the NFL. 


FHRee r@ Thats Qtente 


By Gabriella Mazzucca 

oes playing on artificial 

turf increase a player's 

chances of suffering an in- 
jury? Does it shorten a career 
in the NFL? The results are not 
yet conclusive, but the National 
Football League Players Associa- 
tion is working with turf special- 
ists, scientists, and agronomists 
to determine just how danger- 
ous turf is. 

However, consider these facts. 
The NFLPA conducted a survey 
on NFL clubs’ playing surfaces 
which revealed that 85% of the 
965 players who responded pre- 
fer to play on natural grass. 
About 70% of the players felt 
that playing on natural grass is 
important in selecting the teams 
they would consider signing with 
as free agents. 

This correlates to the fact that 
of the 83 unrestricted free agents 
(as of 4/15/95), 66 either moved 
to or stayed with grass fields. 

Players were asked which 
fields in the NFL are the best and 
worst. The top three best fields 
are Tampa Bay, Kansas City, 
and Arizona. The worst three 
fields are Philadelphia, Chicago, 
and Cincinnati. 

The survey revealed that 93% 
of NFL players believe that arti- 
ficial turf is more likely to con- 
tribute to injury than is grass; 
96% believe that artificial turf 
causes more soreness; 91% be- 
lieve that artificial turf is more 
likely to shorten their careers; 
90% believe that artificial turf is 
more likely to worsen their qual- 
ity of life after football. 

The chairman of the Con- 
sumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion (CPSCP) has called for an 
evaluation of efforts by high 
school and college sports admin- 
istrators and voluntary standard 
organizations to improve the 
safety of playing fields on artifi- 
cial turf. 

Eight NCAA schools have re- 
cently replaced artificial turf 


playing surfaces with natural 
grass. They include Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Ohio, Michi- 
gan, Oklahoma, and Tennessee 
and 13 more teams may follow 
by the end of 1995. 

Fourteen of the 28 NFL teams 
play home games on artificial 
turf. Every player in the NFL 
must play some games each sea- 
son on its surface. Studying in- 
juries from 1980-89, special 
teams players had 223 injuries 
on turf and 164 on grass. 

The impact on turf is greater 
than on grass. A thin carpet of 
synthetic fiber lies atop a layer 
of foam 5/8" thick, which cov- 
ers a base of porous asphalt. 
The surface is less resilient than 
grass, and much harder. Former 


Philadelphia Eagles player 
Frank LeMaster commented 
that, “It’s like playing football in 
the street with a carpet on it.” 

Marcus Allen, Kansas City 
Chiefs, has stated, “That stuff 
should not be used by anybody. 
No human should have to walk 
on that stuff.” 

At this time, no conclusive evi- 
dence has been found that play- 
ing on artificial turf increases the 
chance of injury. But concerned 
individuals are attempting to 
lessen the chances by reducing 
the number of playing fields with 
the surface. The NFL and NFLPA 
have also established a Players’ 
Safety and Welfare Committee 
which is looking into the health 
and safety of playing surfaces. 


(Top) Asphalt, padding form the base for 
Artificial Turf field. (Above) Seams on 
older turf tear & bulge. (Left) Grass is 
lush on NFL's best field, Tampa Bay. 


icensed product of the NFL Players Association 


TAKE A LOOK. THEN CATCH YOUR BREATH. 


THERE’S GOLD FOIL FRAMING EVERY HEART STOPPING SHOT. THERE’S 


\STATS AND PLAYERS YOU NEED TO KNOW. AND RANDOM INSERT CARDS 


esste Ges CREATED WITH TOPPS FINEST CHROMIUM TECHNOLOGY.* 
RAIDERS 


IT’S A NEW GAME. AND YOU OWN IT. 


GET INSIDE. THIS GAME IS YOURS. 


* One in thirty - six packs. 
‘© 1994 THE TOPPS COMPANY INC. 


By Charles Chandler 


he words of former NFL 

commissioner Pete Rozelle 

echo in Jerry Richardson's 
mind frequently now as the 
Carolina Panthers' first season 
approaches. 

"Jerry," Rozelle said in the fall 
of 1993 when the NFL was pre- 
paring to choose its new expan- 
sion teams, "this will give you an 
opportunity to leave a great 
legacy to the Carolinas, perhaps 
even greater than anybody else 
in your lifetime. 

"It will change your life. It will 
change the lives of your family 
members, your close friends, 
and thousands of other people 
you don't even know." 

Such is the impact when an 
NFL team, the most prized of all 
pro sports franchises, emerges 
in anew city. The sports, enter- 
tainment, social, and economic 
landscape of an entire region 
changes dramatically. The team 
energizes the area, and vice 
versa. 

"The NFL makes so many con- 
tributions to an area," says Hall 
of Fame running back Jim 
Brown, who starred from 1956- 
65 for the Cleveland Browns. "It 
creates revenue. It creates stars. 
It creates entertainment. If you 
look at Cleveland, the Browns 
are probably the most important 
element in the total community. 
People feel a kinship with them. 
They live and die with them." 

Richardson, the Panthers’ 
owner, has brought that to Char- 
lotte and to two states, North 
and South Carolina. 

Wayne Weaver, owner of the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, has done 
the same thing in Jacksonville 
and the north Florida/south 
Georgia area. 

The Panthers and Jaguars 
open play this season as the 
NFL's first expansion teams 
since the Seattle Seahawks and 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 1976. 

Though not much is expected 
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Jacksonville's new Gator Bowl. 
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Charlotte's new stadium, to be completed in 1996. 


from a competitive standpoint-- 
the Buccaneers and Seahawks 
were a combined 2-26 in '76-- 
both areas are abuzz with an- 
ticipation. 

Jacksonville has sold out the 


73,000 seat Gator Bowl, which 
has been almost completely re- 
built in time for this season. 
Carolina's new stadium won't 
open until the 1996 season, so 
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the Panthers are playing their 
1995 "home" games 150 miles 
from Charlotte at 81,000 seat 
Memorial Stadium in Clemson, 
SC. Partly due to the proximity 
problem, 30,000 tickets per 
game remained for sale as the 
team headed to training camp. 

But the Panthers expect full 
houses in Charlotte starting in 
'96 and while they trail Jackson- 
ville in ticket sales, they already 
rank among the NFL leaders in 
media coverage. 

Nine newspapers in North and 
South Carolina have assigned 
beat reporters to cover the Pan- 
thers on a daily basis. Televi- 
sion stations from Raleigh, NC 
to Charleston, SC-- cities six 
hours apart-- plan to travel with 
the teams to away games. On 
the first day of the Panthers' first 
minicamp (April 28), 50 media 
representatives attended. 

The presence of the Jaguars 
and Panthers is expected to 
pump millions of dollars of rev- 
enue into the two regions. 
Economists have predicted an 
annual impact of $130.9 million 
in Jacksonville and $280 million 
in and around Charlotte. 

And how do you put a price 
tag on what the teams have done 
and will do for the national im- 
age of the two cities? 

The Jacksonville Chamber of 
Commerce opened a national 
marketing campaign in April 
with a full-page ad in the New 
York Times unveiling the slogan 
"Jacksonville: An Expansion 
City." 

"This area courted an NFL 
franchise for a long time, but had 
been left at the altar," says Jag- 
uars vice president of football 
operations Michael Hyughue. 
"Now it's been given an identity 
it didn't have before. There's a 
momentum that's been built 
here. There's a great sense of 
pride. It's a whole facelift." 

In Charlotte, the arrival of the 


Panthers marks the culmination Jacksonville's Andre Ware and Coach Tom Coughlin. 
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Frank Reich gets starting shot at Carolina. 


of a 20-year metamorphosis. In 
1975, the city was dubbed a 
"graveyard of professional 
sports" after losing minor league 
baseball and hockey teams, the 
American Basketball Associ- 
ation's Carolina Cougars and a 
World Football League franchise. 

The Panthers now join three 
highly successful pro sports 
franchises in Charlotte-- the 
NBA's Charlotte Hornets, the 
Class AAA minor league baseball 
Charlotte Knights, and the East 
Coast Hockey League's Charlotte 
Checkers. 

Two Panthers players, punter 
Tommy Barnhardt of China 
Grove, NC, and wide receiver 
Greg Clifton of Charlotte, grew 
up in the area and marvel at the 
transformation that's now tak- 


ing place. "Everything is going 
to be an eye-opener for people 
around here," says Barnhardt, 
who spent the previous six years 
with the New Orleans Saints. 

As much anticipation as there 
is for the arrival of the Panthers, 
Richardson says fans "don't have 
a clue" what having a team of 
their own is going to be like. 

And Carolina tight end Pete 
Metzelaars, who played in four 
Super Bowls with the Buffalo 
Bills, says Charlotte is still early 
in its maturation process as an 
NFL city. 

"I come from what was a foot- 
ball-crazy situation in Buffalo," 
Metzelaars says. "That city re- 
volves around what goes on with 
the Buffalo Bills. The people talk 
about it 365 days a year, almost 
24 hours a day. Here it's a little 
bit different. There are other 
things going on and we haven't 
played a game yet. But I'm 
guessing once the games begin, 
this thing is going to catch fire." 

The players and coaches for 
the Jaguars and Panthers are 
experiencing one of the most 
unique happenings in pro 
sports. They are charter mem- 
bers of two new franchises which 
start out with a clean slate. 
There's no tradition and no past, 
only present and future. 

Veterans from all of the other 
28 teams dot the ros- 
ters of the Panthers 
and Jaguars. Jack- 
sonville players in- 
clude quarterbacks 
Steve Beuerlein (Car- 
dinals) and Andre 
Ware (Lions), wide re- 
ceiver Desmond 
Howard (Redskins), 
and defensive end Jeff 
Lageman (Jets). The 
Panthers roster fea- 
tures. linebackers 
Lamar Lathon (Oilers) 
and Sam _ Mills 
(Saints), defensive 
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Road to Halls Of Fame And Congress 


By Gabriella Mazzucca 


t age 40, Steve Largent 

has accomplished things 

most men only dream 
about. He spent 14 years in the 
NFL with the Seattle Seahawks, 
set six different career records, 
and played in seven Pro Bowls. 
He is second in all-time recep- 
tions with 819, in yardage with 
13,089 yards, and in touch- 
downs with 100. 

In 1989 he called it quits, and 
after five years in a successful 
business, took his career in yet 
a different direction. On Novem- 
ber 29, 1994, Steve Largent was 
sworn into the 103rd Congress 
to fill the vacant First Congres- 
sional District Seat of Okla- 
homa. On January 4, 1995, 
Largent campaigned for and won 
the First Congressional Seat. 

On January 28, 1995, he was 
selected for induction into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, his 
first year of eligibility. 

His life, especially of late, 
seems a success story of incred- 
ible proportion, but Steve 
Largent does not take his many 
accomplishments for granted or 
let his success overwhelm him. 

He says he is surprised at the 
way his career has turned, that 
he never planned on pursuing a 
career in either football or poli- 
tics. He says that in school he 
was always “too small and too 
slow for football and had no in- 
terest in politics— I wasn’t even 
in Student Government.” 


U.S. Congressman Steve Largent. 


When the First District Seat 
became open in 1994, Steve’s 
wife Terry encouraged him to 
“throw his hat in the ring.” 

He says the ultimate decision 
was based upon his family. He 
felt that as a responsible hus- 
band and father he had to show 
his commitment to the future of 
the country and his children. 

He feels that his notoriety on 
the football field was a double- 
edged sword in his political race. 
While the name recognition 
helped him in the polls, the typi- 
cal stereotype of professional 
athletes, particularly football 
players, caused many to ques- 
tion whether he was capable of 
handling the job. 

However, Largent sees many 
similarities between his current 
and past professions. "As both, 


you are a member of a team. 
Both are based on relationships 
and how you interact with oth- 
ers. You must build coalitions, 
work with people, listen, learn 
and compromise. And most im- 
portantly, learn to put your own 
ego on the shelf,” he says. 

Regardless of how long or how 
celebrated his political career, 
Largent does not forget his roots. 
He feels that his career in foot- 
ball presented him with the op- 
portunities he has since enjoyed. 

“I love the game. It’s been a 
part of my life since I was nine 
years old,” he says. “Some of the 
most influential people in my life 
were my coaches and team- 
mates. They helped mold and 
develop my character.” 

As an amazing success story, 
Steve Largent is certainly a role 
model for young and old alike. 
Commenting upon players’ roles 
today, he says that like it or not, 
professional athletes are role 
models. They are afforded great 
opportunities to lead in cultural 
changes in the country and he 
feels that they should emphasize 
parenting, fatherhood, and fam- 
ily life, that this is where they 
can make a difference. 

It seems likely that the man, 
who was too small and too slow 
to play football, had no interest 
in politics, entered the Pro Hall 
of Fame his first year of eligibil- 
ity, and won a Congressional 
election on his first attempt, can 
deliver that message to athletes. 


Tale Of Two Cities 


(Continued From Page 76) 


back Tim McKyer (Steelers), 
and quarterback Frank Reich 
(Bills). 

Part of the charm of the Jag- 
uars and Panthers is the mys- 
tery surrounding the competitive 
impact they'll make in the NFL 
this season. Their fans have 
modest expectations. At least in 
this first season, just being in the 
league will be enough. 
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But how good or bad will the 
new teams be? Just how much 
should be expected of two ros- 
ters that had zero players until 
last December? Former San 
Francisco 49ers coach Bill 
Walsh says because of free 
agency, the expansion teams 
could do as well as a 6-10 record. 
Atlanta player personnel direc- 
tor Ken Herock, who held a 
similar position with Tampa Bay 
in its inaugural season, agrees. 

"We've come a long way from 


where we were," Charlotte coach 
Dom Capers says. "But we're a 
long way from where we want to 
be." 

Richardson knows where he 
wants to go. "What I try to pic- 
ture every day, " Richardson 
says, "is what it will feel like 
when we win the Super Bowl." 

In Jacksonville, Wayne Weaver 
imagines the same thing. 


Charles Chandler is a sports reporter 


or the Charlotte Observer, 
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Sunday, September 3 
Cincinnati at Indianapolis 
Carolina at Atlanta 
Cleveland at New England 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 

Houston at Jacksonville 

San Francisco at New Orleans 
St. Louis at Green Bay 

Tampa Bay at Philadelphia 
Arizona at Washington 
Kansas City at Seattle 
Minnesota at Chicago 

N.Y. Jets at Miami 

San Diego at L.A. Raiders 
Buffalo at Denver (N) 


Monday, September 4 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants (N) 


Sunday, September 10 
Carolina at Buffalo 

Detroit at Minnesota 

L.A. Raiders at Washington 
Miami at New England 
N.Y. Giants at Kansas City 
New Orleans at St. Louis 
Pittsburgh at Houston 
Tampa Bay at Cleveland 
Atlanta at San Francisco 
Denver at Dallas 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets 
Jacksonville at Cincinnati 
Seattle at San Diego 
Philadelphia at Arizona (N) 


Monday, September 11 
Green Bay at Chicago (N) 


Sunday, September 17 
Arizona at Detroit 

Atlanta at New Orleans 
Cleveland at Houston 
Indianapolis at Buffalo 

L.A. Raiders at Kansas City 
N.Y. Giants at Green Bay 
San Diego at Philadelphia 
St. Louis at Carolina 
Chicago at Tampa Bay 
Cincinnati at Seattle 
Jacksonville at N.Y. Jets 
New England at San Francisco 
Washington at Denver 
Dallas at Minnesota (N) 


Monday, September 18 
Pittsburgh at Miami (N) 


Sunday, September 24 
(Open Dates: Buffalo, Carolina, 
Indianapolis, Miami 

New England, Seattle) 
Chicago at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Pittsburgh 

New Orleans at N.Y, Giants 
Washington at Tampa Bay 
Arizona at Dallas 

Denver at San Diego 
Houston at Cincinnati 
Kansas City at Cleveland 
N.Y, Jets at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at L.A. Raiders 
Green Bay at Jacksonville (N) 


Monday, September 25 
San Francisco at Detroit (N) 


Sunday, October 1 
(Open Dates: Chicago, 

Detroit, Green Bay, 

Minnesota) 

Dallas at Washington 

Miami at Cincinnati 

New England at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at - 
New Orleans 

St. Louis at Indianapolis 
Tampa Bay at Carolina 

Denver at Seattle 

Jacksonville at Houston 
Kansas City at Arizona 

N.Y. Giants at San Francisco 
San Diego at Pittsburgh 

LA, Raiders at N.Y. Jets (N) 


Monday, October 2 
Buffalo at Cleveland (N) 


Sunday, October 8 
(Open Dates: Allanta, New Orleans, 
San Francisco, St Louis) 
Carolina at Chicago 
Cincinnati at Tampa Bay 
Green Bay at Dallas 
Houston at Minnesota 

N.Y. Jets at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at Jacksonville 
Washington at Philadelphia 
Arizona at N.Y. Giants 
Cleveland at Detroit 
Indianapolis at Miami 
Seattle at L.A. Raiders 
Denver at New England (N) 


Monday, October 9 
San Diego at Kansas City (N) 


Thursday, October 12 


(Open Dates: Cincinnati, Cleveland, 


Houston, Pittsburgh) 
Atlanta at St. Louis (N) 


Sunday, October 15 
Chicago at Jacksonville 
Detroit at Green Bay 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay 
New England at Kansas City 
Philadelphia al N.Y. Giants 
San Francisco at Indianapolis 
Seattle at Buffalo 

Dallas at San Diego 

Miami at New Orleans 

N.Y. Jets at Carolina 
Washington at Arizona 


Monday, October 16 
LA. Raiders at Denver (N) 


: Thursday, October 19 


(Open Dates: Arizona, Dallas, 
N.Y. Giants, Philadelphia) 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh (N) 


Sunday, October 22 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay 
Detroit at Washington 
Houston at Chicago 
Jacksonville at Cleveland 
Miami at N.Y. Jets 
Minnesota at Green Bay 
New Orleans at Carolina 
Indianapolis at L.A. Raiders 
Kansas City at Denver 
San Diego at Seattle 

San Francisco at St. Louis 
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Monday, October 23 
Buffalo at New England (N) 


Sunday, October 29 

(Open Dates: Denver, Kansas City, 
LA. Raiders, San Diego) 

Carolina at New England 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 

Dallas at Atlanta 

Green Bay at Detroit 


; Jacksonville at Pittsburgh 


N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis 

St. Louis at Philadelphia 
Buffalo at Miami 

New Orleans at San Francisco 
Seattle at Arizona 

Tampa Bay at Houston 

N.Y. Giants at Washington (N) 


Monday, October 30 
Chicago at Minnesota (N) 


Sunday, November 5 


(Open Dates: Jacksonville Tampa Bay) i 


Buffalo at Indianapolis 
Detroit at Atlanta 

Green Bay at Minnesota 
Houston at Cleveland 
New England at N.Y. Jets 
St Louis at New Orleans 
Washington at Kansas City 
Arizona at Denver 
Carolina at San Francisco 
LA. Raiders at Cincinnati 
N.Y. Giants at Seattle 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
Miami at San Diego (N) 


Monday, November 6 
Philadelphia at Dallas (N) 


Sunday, November 12 
(Open Dates: N.Y. Jets, 
Washington) 

Atlanta at Buffalo 

Carolina at St. Louis 
Chicago at Green Bay 
Cincinnati at Houston 
Indianapolis at New Orleans 
L.A. Raiders at N.Y. Giants 
New England at Miami 
Seattle at Jacksonville 
Tampa Bay at Detroit 
Kansas City at San Diego 
Minnesota at Arizona 

San Francisco at Dallas 
Denver at Philadelphia (N) 


Monday, November 13 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh (N) 


i Arizona at Carolina 


Sunday, November 19 


Detroit at Chicago 


: Green Bay at Cleveland 
: Indianapolis at New England 
: Jacksonville at Tampa Bay 


N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati 
Seattle at Washington 


St Louis at Atlanta 


Buffalo at N.Y. Jets 


? Dallas at L.A. Raiders 
i New Orleans at Minnesota 
i San Diego at Denver 
? Houston at Kansas City (N) 


Monday, November 20 


: San Francisco at Miami (N) 
: Thursday, November 23 


Minnesota at Detroit 
Kansas City at Dallas 


Sunday, November 26 
Chicago at N.Y. Giants 


? Cincinnati at Jacksonville 


Miami at Indianapolis 
New England at Butfalo 


i Philadelphia at Washington 


Tampa Bay at Green Bay 


: Atlanta at Arizona 


Denver at Houston 


: N.Y. Jets at Seattle 


Pittsburgh at Cleveland 


i St. Louis at San Francisco 
: Carolina at New Orleans (N) 


Monday, November 27 


i LA. Raiders at San Diego (N) 


Thursday, November 30 
N.Y, Giants at Arizona (N) 


: Sunday, December 3 
? Atlanta at Miami 


Cincinnati at Green Bay 


i Houston at Pittsburgh 


Indianapolis at Carolina 


H New Orleans at New England 
? St. Louis af N.Y. Jets 


Tampa Bay at Minnesota 


: Cleveland at San Diego. 
: Jacksonville at Denver 
: Kansas City at L.A. Raiders 


Philadelphia at Seattle 


; Washington at Dallas 
: Buffalo at San Francisco (N) 


: Monday, December 4 
: Chicago at Detroit (N) 
: Saturday, December 9 


: Cleveland at Minnesota 
? Arizona at San Diego 


i Sunday, December 10 
: Buffalo at St. Louis 

: Chicago at Cincinnati 

? Dallas at Philadelphia 

: Detroit at Houston 


Indianapolis at Jacksonville 


i N.Y. Jets at New England 

: New Orleans at Atlanta 

i San Francisco at Carolina 

? Pittsburgh at L.A. Raiders 

: Sealtle at Denver 
Washington at N.Y. Giants 

: Green Bay at Tampa Bay (N) 


: Monday, December 11 
? Kansas City at Miami (N) 


i Saturday, December 16 
New England at Pittsburgh 
? Green Bay al New Orleans 


: Sunday, December 17 
? Arizona at Philadelphia 

: Allanta at Carolina 

: Cincinnati at Cleveland 
i Jacksonville at Detroit 

? Miami at Buffalo 

? N.Y. dels at Houston 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
= Washington at St. Louis 

: Denver at Kansas City 

? N.Y. Giants at Dallas 

: San Diego at Indianapolis 
; LA. Raiders at Seattle (N) 


: Monday, December 18 
: Minnesota at San Francisco (N) 


i Saturday, December 23 
? San Diego at NY. Giants 


Detroit at Tampa Bay 


iNew England at Indianapolis (NN) 


i Sunday, December 24 
? Cleveland at Jacksonville 
? Houston at Buffalo 

? Minnesota at Cincinnati 

: New Orleans at N.Y, Jets 
? Philadelphia at Chicago 
? Pittsburgh at Green Bay 
? San Francisco at Atlanta 
? Seattle at Kansas City 

i Carolina at Washington 

? Denver at L.A. Raiders 

? Miami at St. Louis 


i Monday, December 25 
: Dallas at Arizona (N) 


i Saturday, December 30 
? Sunday, December 31 
? NFC and AFC Wild Gard Games 


i Saturday, January 6 
: Sunday, January 7 
i Divisional Playoffs 


; Sunday, January 14 
: NFC and AFC Championship 


Games 


: Sunday, January 28 

i Super Bowl XXX (Phoenix, AZ) 

: Sunday, February 4 

? NFC-AFC Pro Bowl (Honolulu, Hi) 
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NATIONAL 
FOOTBALL 


CONFERENCE 


ST ager 
cisco 7 
San Ft Saints 
pREDICTION AENTRAL 1. rieans 
NFC C nicage Beals & 2. New Ore alcons 
EAST joys 1 hanesota VIKINGS > A ouis Ra Se 
1, Dales cians Green Bay Ra © carolina Pann’ 
2 hil seipnia EAS 4, Datrot LON aneers 
philat inals a Bal ; ; 
rizona Cal ni 5 Tampe - Cc orleans saints 
5. Washingt amp ra vikings: NOM 
york Gian's: Minne 
wig cards: New When Andre 
; Rison leaves Atlanta, he doesn't 
go to San Francisco to share 
receptions with Jerry Rice or to 
Minnesota to play opposite Cris 
a ee Eee Carter. He goes to Cleveland as 


As attrition eats around the edges of 

the San Francisco 49ers and the Dal- 
las Cowboys, the dominance of the NFC is 
threatened. They were the two great teams 
in the NFL last season, but greatness may 
be against the rules. 

In only the third season of free agency, 
the effect already appears to be exactly the 
opposite of what some owners feared. They 
worried about the best teams attracting all 
the good players and ruining competitive 
balance. Indeed, when San Francisco 
signed ex-Falcon Deion Sanders last sea- 
son, the 49ers appeared to be cornering 
the market. The 49ers also hired ex-Cow- 
boy Ken Norton and added an entire col- 
lection of former defensive stars: ex-Saint 
Rickey Jackson, ex-Bear Richard Dent, ex- 
Redskin Charles Mann, and ex-Packer and 
ex-Eagle Tim Harris. They joined ex-Cardi- 
nal Tim McDonald. 

But examine what happened. The contri- 
butions of Sanders and Norton notwith- 
standing, the 49ers won because of the 
“Young” factor. Steve Young was still throw- 
ing to Jerry Rice and young tackles Bryant 
Young and Dana Stubblefield were anchor- 
ing the defense. Most of the additional free 
agents went along for the ride. 

Coach George Seifert would give up 
nearly all of those free agent defensive play- 
ers to have kept running back Ricky Watters, 
who bolted for Philadelphia this season. 
Watters was closer to the team's nucleus 
than all the would-be and has-been pass 
rushers. Losing him is no way to establish a 
dynasty. Watters left because the stage was 
too crowded and the bankroll too limited for 
him in San Francisco. For the same reason, 
wide receiver Alvin Harper left the Cowboys 
for. Tampa Bay. It is the nature of performers 
to want to work solo and earn top dollar, 
even in the context of the most obvious of 
team sports. So free agency is serving as 
the great leveling agent, preventing rather 
than promoting the coagulation of talent. 
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the lonesome virtuoso. 

When Henry Thomas takes his 
pass-rushing prowess away from 
Minnesota, he doesn't join 
Charles Haley in Dallas to 
enhance the NFC’s top sacking 
team. He goes to Detroit, where 
he is needed and therefore paid. 

When Mel! Gray leaves Detroit, 
he doesn't team up with Brian 
Mitchell in Washington to form the 
greatest kickoff-return team in his- 
tory. He goes to Houston, the 25th- 
ranked kickoff-return team. 

When Eric Allen quits Philadel- 
phia, he doesn't join the Cowboys 
to bolster the league’s No. 1 pass 
defense. He winds up in New 
Orleans to buoy the league's 25th- 
ranked pass defense. 

When the Cowboys’ James 
Washington leaves the No. 1 pass 
defense, he goes to Washington's 
No. 20 pass defense. 

When Dexter Carter leaves the 
49ers as their kick-return special- 
ist, he winds up with the Jets 
because maybe they want him to 
do more than return kicks. 

When Sam Mills leaves the Saints and 
their once-great linebacking crew, he 
signs with the Carolina Panthers and starts 
all over at age 36.When Herschel Walker 
looks for another place to park his suit- 
case, he doesn't go back to Dallas to be 
Emmitt Smith's caddy. Instead, he goes to 
New York, hoping to recapture some of the 
youth he left with the New Jersey Generals. 

So it is that the 49ers and Cowboys find 
themselves sliding more toward the pack, 
scrambling to hold onto whatever “core” 
they think can keep them on top, knowing 
they can't have it all. Dallas owner Jerry 
Jones points to his nucleus and still 
believes he is ahead of San Francisco's 
nucleus. So far, the Cowboys remain the 
Team of the '90s and they may end up lay- 


ing claim to the Team of the Decade by 
virtue of the two Super Bowls they already 
have won. The lesson of free agency in 
baseball was a different world champion 
nearly every season and greater competi- 
tive balance than ever before. 


THE CHASE 

So who can catch the 49ers and Cowboys? 
Probably the AFC first. With more teams on 
the verge of greatness than are found in the 
NFC, the AFC has a chance to break its 11- 
game losing streak in the Super Bowl, 
Miami, Pittsburgh, San Diego, and the 
Raiders all look strong, with New England 
and Cleveland making noise, 


In the NFC, the Bears are ready to 
emerge from the Central, which sent an 
unprecedented four teams to the playoffs 
last year. The Packers have slipped with the 
unfortunate loss of Sterling Sharpe. The 
Vikings pin their hopes on Warren Moon, 
soon to turn 39. The Lions are counting on 
Scott Mitchell, who may be too young. The 
Giants and Eagles look dangerous in the 
East, with Buddy Ryan's unpredictable Car- 
dinals lurking. In the West, the Falcons and 
Saints continue their pursuit of the 49ers. 


THE PLAYERS 
The NFC has dominated because they have 
dominant players. Nobody matched 
Young’s season of 1994, just as nobody 
matched Emmitt Smith’s season of 1993. 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


The most efficient passers came from the 
NFC: Young and the Packers’ Brett Favre. 
But the AFC has more young guns with New 
England’s Drew Bledsoe, Seattle's Rick 
Mirer, Cincinnati's Jeff Blake, and now 
transplanted Indianapolis Coit Craig Erick- 
son. The best runner in the league was 
Detroit's Barry Sanders, but young Marshall 
Faulk of the Colts and Natrone Means of the 
Chargers are making names for themselves. 
The best receivers in the NFL were Min- 
nesota's Carter, San Francisco’s Rice, and 


1995 ALL-NFC TEAM 


Atlanta's Terance Mathis, but New Eng- 
land's outstanding tight end, Ben Coates, 
looks like a star of the future. 


THE NEWS 

What's new in the NFC? 
®@ Ray Rhodes. The Eagles’ coach was 
hired by owner Jeffrey Lurie after recent 
stops in Green Bay and San Francisco, 
where Lurie noticed the two biggest names 
in free agency, Reggie White and Deion 
Sanders, both played for him. 
@ The St. Louis Rams. It sounds stranger 
than the Carolina Panthers or Jacksonville 
Jaguars. The Rams couldn't wait around for 
a Golden Anniversary in Los Angeles, which 
they really had abandoned when they 
moved to Anaheim. Now they will try to 
rekindle past glory as owner Georgia Fron- 
tiere tries not to remind Missourians of Car- 
dinals owner Bill Bidwill. New coach Rich 
Brooks, a relative unknown from Oregon, 
will try to show them. 
@ The Carolina Panthers. They join up as the 
29th franchise, ahead of the Jaguars and 
appropriately placed in the older conference. 
Their immediate purpose is to confuse geog- 
raphy teachers by residing in the NFC West. 
® Receivers. Instead of musical quarter- 
backs, the trend in the NFC for 
1995 is musical receivers. Ster- 
ling Sharpe started the domino 
effect when his injury left a void 
in Green Bay, forcing the Pack- 
ers to scramble and trade for 
Miami's Mark Ingram. Alvin 
Harper turned down offers from 
several teams to go to Tampa 
Bay. Andre Rison left the NFC to 
go to Cleveland and the Fal- 
cons filled his spot with Browns 
running back Eric Metcalf, who 
will become an NFC receiver. 
The Cardinals, left out of the 
chase for Harper and Rison, 
traded for the Jets’ Rob Moore. 
The Bears signed New England 
free agent Michael Timpson. 

Not everybody switched. The 
Cowboys paid big bucks to 
retain Michael Irvin and Jay 
Novacek. The Vikings did like- 
wise to keep Jake Reed. The 


OFFENSE 

QB. Steve Young, San Francisco 
RB Barry Sanders, Detroit 

RB Emmitt Smith, Dallas 

WR_ Jerry Rice, San Francisco 
WR Michael Irvin, Dallas 

TE Brent Jones, San Francisco 
OC Kevin Glover, Detroit 

OG Nate Newton, Dallas 

OG Randall McDaniel, Minnesota 
OT Willie Roaf, New Orleans 

OT Harris Barton, San Francisco 
PK Fuad Reveiz, Minnesota 

KR. Brian Mitchell, Washington 
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DEFENSE 

DE Reggie White, Green Bay 

DE Charles Haley, Dallas 

DT Bryant Young, San Francisco 
OT John Randle, Minnesota 
OLB Ken Harvey, Washington 
OLB Darrin Smith, Dallas 

ILB Jack Del Rio, Minnesota 

ILB Chris Spielman, Detroit 

CB Donnell Woolford, Chicago 
CB Aeneas Williams, Arizona 

S Darren Woodson, Dallas 

S$ Merton Hanks, San Francisco 
P Dan Siryzinski, Atlanta 


Redskins drafted the No. 1 collegiate receiv- 
er, Colorado's Michael Westbrook. Not to be 
outdone, the 49ers jumped a surprising 20 
places in the draft to land UCLA's J.J. Stokes. 


WHO’S ON THE SPOT? 

Let's hear it for George Seifert, the most 
deserving coach who rarely wins any Coach 
of the Year consideration. In six years he 
has quietly compiled the best winning per- 
centage in the history of the NFL. His career 
record of 84-24 (.777) is better than that of 
Vince Lombardi (104-36-6, .733), John 
Madden (112-39-7, .731), George Allen 
(120-54-5, .684), and Joe Gibbs (149-65, 
.683). Seifert also won his first 75 games 
faster than any coach in history. 

Early last season, when the 49ers were 
struggling with injuries on their offensive line 
and lost to the Eagles 40-8, there were sug- 
gestions in the Bay Area that Seifert step 
down and make way for Jimmy Johnson. 
Seifert lost both coordinators after winning 
the Super Bowl. Offensive coordinator Mike 
Shanahan went to Denver and defensive 
coordinator Ray Rhodes went to Philadel- 
phia. Both took 49er players with them. 

If blame is necessary in 1995, Seifert 
will get it. 


DALLAS COWBOYS 


Owner Jerry Jones still believes his Dallas 
Cowboys are the Team of the ‘90s, even as 
more starters fall off the bandwagon. He still 
has Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, and 
Michael Irvin, in case nobody 
noticed, and he managed to talk 
pass rusher Charles Haley out 
> = of his short-lived retirement. 
Alvin Harper and Mark 
Stepnoski are gone. So 
are Jim Jeffcoat and 
James Washington. Erik 
" Williams continues to re- 
habilitate from an auto accident and now 
faces other threats to his future in the form 
of sexual assault charges. It's enough to 
frighten the most faithful of Cowboy fans 
until they look around and wonder if any- 
body is gaining on them. 

They re-signed Irvin and Jay Novacek, 
two receivers more integral to Aikman’s 
success than Harper, who fled to the obliv- 
ion (and money) of Tampa Bay. They 
replaced Stepnoski with ancient (37) Ray 
Donaldson with the hope and expectation 
that a center was not the keystone to their 
Super Bowl success. Maybe they will find 
out differently if Stepnoski significantly 
improves a 2-14 Houston Oiler outfit by his 
deft snapping. Surely it will shock them if 
Harper turns around the perennially inept 
Buccaneers. They lost the reliable Jeffcoat, 
but they re-signed Tony Tolbert and wel- 
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comed back Haley, a fair exchange by any 
standard in these days of roster roulette. 
Look around and the Cowboys’ primary 
competition still looks to come from no 
other place this side of San Francisco, and 
Jones still fondly talks about his “core” 
even after last season's 0-2 record against 
the Super Bowl champions. “Our coaching 
staff and management really feel we 
wouldn't trade our core for the 49ers’ 
core,” Jones said. “We played them twice 
and we know we had eight turnovers and 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Smith 132 points on 21 touchdown 

Tushes and 1 touchdown reception ......sssnsesiurcsnnnel 1St 
RUSHING—Smith, 1,484 yards on 368 carries, 

AN AWS 2UTDS2.cunprtioseccteorcciac te ceorheannirs 2nd 
PASSING—Aikman, 233 of 361 attempts for 

2,676 yards ANd 13 TDS ocscsescscccersonteesensecrnynteseane 5th 
RECEIVING—Irvin, 79 receptions for 1,241 yards, 

15.7 avg., 6 TDS... 
INTERCEPTIONS—W 
28.0 average, 1 TD... 
Washington, 5 for 43 yatds, ry 6 average. 
PUNTING—lett, 70 punts, 41.9 ava., longest 


SB vats en nces rane cht Stedtictteaties, 6th 
PUNT RETURNS—Williams, 39 for 349 yards, 

8.9 average... rorsshoenigGcr Ge 
KICKOFF RET! 


26,7 average, 1 TD. 
SACKS—Haley, 12.5 sacks 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
July 29 BUFFALO (N) 
August 5 LOS ANGELES (N) 
12 vs. Buffalo at Toronto (N) 
21 At Denver (N) 
26 vs. Hoston at San Antonio (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 
September 4  AtN.Y. Giants (N) 
10° DENVER.......... 
17 AtMinnesota(N). 
24 ARIZONA......... 
October 1 At Washington 
8 GREEN BAY 
15 AtSan Diego 


1994 SCORES 


November 6 PHILADELPHIA (N)... 
12 SAN FRANCISCO. 
19 ATLA Raiders. 
23 KANSAS CITY... 
December 3 WASHINGTON. 
10 At Philadelphia. 
17 N.Y. GIANTS... 
25 At Arizona (N)... 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


they had one. So to say we're convinced, 
we're not convinced.” 

lf there is convincing required, it will 
come first on the offensive line, where 
Stepnoski and Williams leave big holes 
and 35-year-old Mark Tuinei and 33-year- 
old Nate Newton anchor the left side and 
second-year man Larry Allen keeps 
Williams’ seat warm at right tackle. Donald- 
son played fairly well despite his age. A 
bigger gap might be at right guard, where 
Derek Kennard spread his width amply last 
season and where coach Barry Switzer 
hopes Ron Stone can make an impact. The 
instability has to concern Aikman, who 
appears fo be one or two concussions 
away from a premature retirement. Nobody 
loves to stand in the pocket longer than 
Aikman and nobody is more effective at let- 
ting his passes go at the last second. He 
takes a lot of hits because of this, and 
endured them even while operating behind 
a healthy, younger group. 

Losing Harper robs the Cowboys of a 
luxury big-play man, but not of the vital ele- 
ments of the passing game. Harper was 
effective because Irvin and Smith were the 
go-to guys in an offense overflowing with 
talent. The Cowboys hope 49er reject Cory 
Fleming, who once played behind Harper 
at Tennessee, will blossom in his second 
season and do the same things Harper 


did. He has the size and jumping ability, 
and Harper wasn't the fastest guy in the 
world either. If Fleming isn’t ready, the 
Cowboys have Kevin Williams in the wings, 
not to mention the underappreciated third- 
down target Novacek. 

Daryl Johnston is back at fullback to 
pave the way for Smith and catch more 
passes (44 last year) than unsuspecting 
rivals might believe. Smith is coming off 
what he would consider an off year, 1,484 
yards, his lowest total since his rookie 
year. He did score a league-high 22 
touchdowns. Depth is a problem with the 
Cowboys, as it is everywhere in the 
league, but Blair Thomas isn't the worst 
caddy Smith could have. 
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The defense was the best in the league 
last season, just not good enough to over- 
come a 21-0 spot to the 49ers on turnovers. 
Haley's short-lived retirement plans may 
have been the best news of the offseason 
because he had the kind of year that indi- 
cates no dropoff whatsoever at age 31. 
With Haley and Tolbert coming off the cor- 
ners, the Cowboys will be able to oring 
second-year man Shante Carver along 
slowly. He was no factor as a rookie and 
Switzer can only hope it was because he 
was overwhelmed, The development of 


Barry Switzer, Head Coach 

Dave Campo, Defensive Coordinator 
Ernie Zampese, Offensive Coordinator 
Hubbard Alexander, Receivers 

Joe Avezzano, Special Teams 

John Blake, Defensive Line 

Joe Brodsky, Running Backs 

Jim Eddy, Linebackers 

Robert Ford, Tight Ends 

Steve Hoffman, Kickers 

Hudson Houck, Offensive Line 

Mike Woicik, Strength & Conditioning 
Mike Zimmer, Defensive Backs 


Chad Hennings inside is a more pleasant 
note. He operated extremely well in the 
three-man rotation with starters Leon Lett 
and Russell Maryland and could even 
threaten Maryland's starting job this year. 
His 7.5 sacks were a half more than Mary- 
land and Lett combined. 

New defensive coordinator Dave 
Campo, promoted from within after Butch 
Davis left for the University of Miami, will 
rely on the same touchstone that worked 
so well for Davis and his predecessor 
Dave Wannstedt: speed. Although middle 
linebacker Robert Jones led the team in 
tackles, he remains a streak player other 
teams can attack. Outside linebacker Dar- 
rin Smith is ready for the Pro Bowl and out- 
side backer Dixon Edwards finished third 
on the team in tackles. Godfrey Myles is an 
experienced backup. 


The loss of free safety Washington to 
the Redskins and reserve safety and spe- 
cial-teams’ fireman Kenneth Gant to the 
Buccaneers left the Cowboys short in the 
secondary, where strong safety Darren 
Woodson is a Pro Bowl performer. Nickel 
back Brock Marion may be ready to step 
in at free safety. Kevin Smith and Larry 
Brown anchor the corners with Clayton 
Holmes in reserve. 

John Jett has the luxury of being a punter 
on a team that doesn't require his services 
often. Chris Boniol survived his rookie sea- 
son as a place-kicker without being put on 
any real tight spots. Kevin Williams returns 
kickoffs better than punts. 


COWBOYS VETERAN ROSTER 


no. name pos ht wt age college 

34 Agee, Tommie............{B 6-0 235 32 Aubum 

8 Aikman, Troy. 6-4 228 29 UCLA 

73 Allen, Larry ... 6-3 315 24 Sonoma State 
50 Barnes, Reggie..........LB 6-1 238 26 Oklahoma 
40 Bates, Bill... 6-1 205 35 Tennessee 
18 Boniol, Chris. 5-11 159 24 La.Tech 

24 Brown, Larry. 5-11 182 26 TCU 

96 Carver, Shante ... DE 6-5 240 25 Arizona State 
44 Coleman, Linco} RB 6-1 249 26 Baylor 

68 Comish, Frank........G 6-4 287 28 UCLA 

53 Donaldson, Ray. C 6-3 300 37 Georgia 


58 Edwards, Dixon. LB 6-1 222 28 Michigan SI. 


46 Fishback, Joe... 6-0 212 28 Carson-New. 
82 Fleming, Corey .. 6-1 207 25 Tennessee 
89 Galbraith, Scott. 6-2 255 29 USC 

17 Garrett, Jason... 6-2 195 30 Princeton 
94 Haley, Charles... 6-5 250 31 JMU 

69 Hegamin, George... 6-7 355 23 N. C.Stale 
70 Hellestrae, Dale. 6-5 283 33 SMU 


95 Hennings, Chad 6-6 286 30 Air Force 
5-10 181 26 Carson-New. 
6-2 205 30 Miami 

19 Jett, John...... 6-0 184 27 East Carolina 
48 Johnston, Daryl. 6-2 238 30 Syracuse 


55 Jones, Robert..... 6-2 237 26 East Carolina 


60 Kennard, Derek . 6-3 300 33 Nevada 
78 Lett, Leon..... 6-6 285 27 Emporia Stale 
31 Marion, Brock... 5-11 189 26 Nevada 


67 Maryland, Russell......DT 6-1 279 27 Miami 

99 McCormack, Hurvin....0T 6-5 271 24 Indiana 

98 Myles, Godfrey............ LB 6-1 242 27 Florida 

61 Newton, Naté........:. 6-3 325 33 Florida A&M 
84 Novacek, Jay 6-4 232 33 Wyoming 


76 Reynolds, Jerry . 6-6 315 26 UNLV 
52 Schwantz, Jim.. 6-2 232 26 Purdue 
59 Smith, Darrin... 6-1 227 26 Miami 


22 Smith, Emmitt... 
26 Smith, Kevin 


5-9 209 27 Florida 
5-11 180 26 Texas A&M 


65 Stone, Ron... 6-5 306 24 Boston Col. 
30 Studstill, Darren 6-1 186 25 West Virginia 
32 Thomas, Blair... 5-10 202 28 Penn State 
92 Tolbert, Tony..... 6-6 263 28 UTEP 

71 Tuinei, Mark..... 6-5 305 36 Hawaii 

79 Williams, Erik... 6-6 324 27 Central St. 


45 Williams, Germaine....RB_ 5-10 230 25 LSU 


85 Williams, Kevin........... WR 5-9 192 25 Miami 

28 Woodson, Darren 6-1 215 27 Arizona State 
DRAFTEES 

fd.name pos ht wt college 

2 Williams, Sherman......RB 5-7 189 Alabama 

2 Watkins, Kendall.........TE 6-1 305 Mississippi State 

2 Hannah, Shane..... 6-5 345 Michigan State 

3 Williams, Charlie . 6-0 187 Bowling Green 

4 Bjormson, Eric. 6-4 215 Washington 

4 Brice, Alundis . 5-11 178 Mississippi 

4 Harden, Linc ... 6-3 238 Oklahoma State 


6-3 180 USC 
6-0 244 Illinois 
6-5 284 North Carolina 


5 Hervey, Edward 
5 Howard, Dana . i! 
7 Sturgis, OSCAL .......000 
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NEW YORK GIANTS 
The Giants enter the season as the 28th- 
ranked offense despite a respectable 9-7 
record. One of the two statistics must be mis- 
leading, but the Giants are coming off one of 
the strangest years in their history. 
In the middle of three-game and 
six-game winning streaks, 
they lost seven in a row, 
prompting coach Dan 
Reeves to point out: “If it 
weren't for that seven- 
game losing streak, we'd 
be undefeated.” 
Unbowed by the slide, they return with 
their usual solid cast, including young 
quarterback Dave Brown, none the worse 
for wear. With No. 1 draft choice Tyrone 
Wheatley expected to provide instant 
impact, the Giants look toward a bright 
future. Herschel Walker returns to the stadi- 
um where his pro football career began 
with the New Jersey Generals of the United 
States Football League. His task is to make 
Giants’ fans forget Dave Meggett, who ran 
off to New England to rejoin reclusive ex- 
Giants coach Bill Parcells. 
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fe 
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Herschel-to-the-rescue is a pattern that 
has played out several times in Mr. Walker's 
run through football history. When he won 
the Heisman Trophy and left Georgia to join 
the USFL, he was the manchild who would 
carry the banner for a new league. When the 
league folded, he would chase away Tony 
Dorsett and restore the Dallas Cowboys to 
America's Team. The Minnesota Vikings 
thought Herschel was the one player who 
would get them into the Super Bowl. To get 
him, they gave away enough draft choices 
to get the Cowboys into a Super Bowl. 
Washed up in purple, Walker rejuvenated 
his career in Philadelphia, providing three 
years of workmanlike duty before the Eagles 
deemed him expendable. Now, he joins the 
Giants at age 33, and Reeves thinks he can 
help in more ways than the versatile 
Meggett. 

Walker is projected as the starter at full- 
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1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Treadwell 55 points on 22 extra points 
Nd 17 field GOAIS......sesscaseccn 


PASSING—Brown, 201 of 350 attempts for 

2/086 yards and 12: TDS seek dusmitustectliecacereran! 12th 
RECEIVING—Sherrard, 53 receptions for 825 yards, 

ISG ANGAE TDS: oan ctteacacaee cet 22nd 
INTERCEPTIONS—Sparks, 3 for 4 yards, 


VS BHBLAQE ris areuttoargetioerenee 
Booty, 3 for 95 yards, 31.7 average... 
PUNTING—Horan, 85 punts, 41.4 avg,, 

PUNT RETURNS—Meggelt, 26 for 323 yards, 

TOA ENBIADE. crsceie cout naetoane heoreeae eerhactied 2nd 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Lewis, 26 for 509 yards, 
SACKS—Howard, 6.5 sacks... 
Hamilton, 6.5 sacks... 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 6 AtCleveland 
11 NEWORLEANS (N) 
19 NEWYORK JETS (N) 
26 At Carolina 


back ahead of blocker Kenyon Rasheed 
and next to either Wheatley or Rodney 
Hampton, whose stellar New York career 
may be drawing to a close after four consec- 
utive 1,000-yard seasons. Wheatley has the 
kind of talent that shouldn't require much 
development. If he can't provide a contribu- 
tion similar to what Marshall Faulk accom- 
plished in Indianapolis last year, it will be a 
disappointment. Brown will benefit by what- 
ever boost Wheatley can provide for a run- 
ning game that slipped from first to 10th 
despite Hampton's 1,000 yards. Wheatley 
and Walker should combine to make it a 
more threatening running game. 

Brown finished strong after some anx- 
ious moments when he gave way to Kent 
Graham. He threw for over 2,500 yards, with 
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more interceptions (16) than touchdowns 
(12), but his average gain per completion 
(7.25 yards) was fourth-best in the NFC. In 
consecutive games against Cleveland and 
Cincinnati in December, Brown directed the 
Giants to fourth-quarter comeback victories. 
His poise and popularity among the tough 
New York press and fans can only serve him 
well. He has the intelligence and the arm to 
succeed and a capable surrounding cast. 

If last year’s No. 1 draft choice, Thomas 
Lewis, can step up at wide receiver, it will be 
a huge plus. He flashed signs of ability in 
returning kicks until a November knee injury 
sidelined him. Mike Sherrard finally got 
through a season relatively unscathed and 
enjoyed his best production (53 catches 
and 6 touchdowns) in nine years. Is it too 
much to hope for two years in a row? Chris 
Calloway also posted career highs in his 
first season as a starter and is backed up by 
veteran Arthur Marshall, The Giants have an 
excellent 1-2 punch at tight end with blocker 
Howard Cross and H-back Aaron Pierce. 
Cross is more than a blocker with 31 catch- 
es and Pierce chipped in with 20 recep- 
tions, both enjoying career seasons. 

The foundation of the great Giant teams, 
the offensive line, got some attention in the 
draft with the selection of Montana's Scott 
Gragg and Nebraska's Rob Zatechka. Both 
will bolster a front of left tackle John Elliott, 
left guard William Roberts, center Brian 
Williams, right guard Lance Smith, and right 
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tackle Doug Riesenberg. Others competing 
for backup spots include Greg Bishop, 
Scott Davis, Adam Schreiber, Jason Win- 
row, and Darren Reese. 

Despite the lowly ranking on offense, 
Reeves will make more personnel changes 
on his 11th-ranked defense. After losing 
linemen Mike Fox and Erik Howard to free 
agency, the Giants added Ray Agnew from 
New England and Robert Harris from Min- 
nesota. They expect to move left end Keith 
Hamilton to left tackle to replace Fox, with 
Harris taking over at left end. Agnew will 
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play right tackle, with right end Michael Stra- 
han the only holdover in the sarne spot on 
the front. Stacey Dillard, Chad Bratzke, 
Chris Maumalanga, and Coleman Rudolph 
are reserves. 

The linebacking alignment also is being 
revamped with Carlton Bailey gone and 
Mike Croel signed from Denver, another of 
Reeves's charges following him East. If 
Croel can regain his 10-sack rookie form of 
1991 and fit in on the weak side, it would 
allow Michael Brooks to move inside and 
better roam the field. Backup Jesse Arm- 
stead appears ready to challenge for a 
starting job at outside linebacker, too, 
regardiess of Croel’s status. Brooks was 
outstanding again last year, making 118 


NEW YORE GIANTS 


Dan Reeves, Head Coach 

George Henshaw, Offensive Coordinator 
Mike Nolan, Defensive Coordinator 

Don Blackmon, Linebackers 

Dave Brazil, Defensive Quality Control 
James Daniel, Tight Ends 

Steve DeBerg, Quarterbacks 

Joe DeCamillis, Special Teams 

Kerry Goode, Asst. Strength & Conditioning 
Eari Leggett, Defensive Line 

Pete Managurian, Offensive Line 

Al Miller, Strength & Conditioning 

Dick Rehbein, Wide Receivers 

George Sefcik, Running Backs 

Zaven Yaralian, Defensive Backs 


tackles and serving as the vocal leader of 
the defense. The other outside starter is 
Corey Miller. Backups included Corey Wid- 
mer and Marcus Buckley, joined by fourth- 
rounder Ben Talley of Tennessee. 

Changes in the secondary also loom 
with the addition of free safety Vencie Glenn 
from the Vikings. That allows Jesse Camp- 
bell to move from free safety to strong safe- 
ty, with former Bear Maurice Douglass in 
reserve. Third-rounder Rodney Young and 
fifth-rounder Roderick Mullen will provide 
depth. The cornerbacks are solid with the 
quick emergence of Thomas Randolph on 
the right side as a rookie. He looks like a 
future star. Phillippi Sparks is the left corner, 


with Jason Sehorn challenging and Willie 
Beamon in reserve. 

The loss of Meggett hurts the special 
teams on kick returns, but the addition of 
Douglass helps the coverage. Brad Daluisoa 
is an adequate place-kicker whose big leg 
is invaluable on kickoffs. Punter Mike Horan 
is a good placement kicker but the only one 
in the league to have two attempts blocked. 
Walker, Lewis, and Arthur Marshall will try to 
replace Meggett's great kick-return ability. 


85 Kozlowski, Brian 
81 Lewis, Thomas... 
83 Marshall, Arthur 
99 Maumatanga, Chris.....0T 
57 Miller, Corey ..........00. 

BA Pierce, AaPON css... 
23 Randolph, Thomas....:.CB 
44 Rasheed, Kenyon........ RB 


91 Rudolph, Coleman.......DE 


34 Walker, Herschel... 

8 White, Stan...... 
90 Widmer, Corey... 
59 Williams, Brian 
26 Williams, Jarvis .........« 
68 Winrow, Jason... 
29 Wooten, Titd ......ssceses 


no. name pos ht wi age college 
Agnew, Ray... 6-3. 272 28N.C. State 

98 Armstead, Jesse. 6-1 238 25 Miami 

21 Beamon, Willi 5-11 170 26 Northern lowa 

78 Bishop, Greg, 6-5 298 25 Pacific 

41 Booly, John... 6-0 180 30 TCU 

77 Bratzke, Chad 6-4 262 24 E. Kentucky 

94 Brooks, Michael. 6-1 235 32 LSU 

17 Brown, Davé...............Q8 6-5 215 26 Duke 

55 Buckley, Marcus 6-3 235 25 Texas A&M 

80. Calloway, Chris. 5-10 185 28 Michigan 

37 Campbell, Jesse. 6-1 215 27 N.C, State 

51 Croel, Mike... 6-3 231 27 Nebraska 

87 Cross, Howard... 6-5 245 28 Alabama 

3 Daluiso, Brad 6-2 207 28 UCLA 

Davis, Mitch... 6-2 238 24 Georgia 

62 Davis, Scott... 6-3 289 26 lowa 

71 Dillard, Stace 6-5 288 27 Oklahoma 

82 Douglas, Omar..........WR 5-10 170 24 Minnesota 
Douglass, Maurice.....$ 5-11 202 32 Kentucky 

34. Downs, Gary ........050 RB 6-0 212 25 NC. State 

20 Elias, Keith... RB 5-9 191 24 Princeton 

76 Elliott, John... T 6-7 305 31 Michigan 

25 Glenn, Vencle S 6-0 201 31 Indiana State 

10 Graham, Kent QB 6-5 220 27 Ohio State 

75 Hamilton, Keith...........DE 6-6 280 25 Pittsburgh 

27 Hampton, Rodney.......AB 5-11 215 27 Georgia 
Harris, Robert..............DE 6-4 290 27 Southem 

2 Horan, Mike...... sas 5-11 190 37 Long Beach St 


6-3 250 25 Connecticut 
6-1 185 24 Indiana 
5-11 174 27 Georgia 
6-2 288 24 Kansas 

6-2 255 27 So. Carolina 
6-5 246 26 Washington 
§-9 176 25 Kansas State 
5-10 245 25 Oklahoma 


63 Reese, Darren..... 6-4 285 25 OhioU 
72 Riesenberg, Doug.......1 6-5 275 30 California 
66 Roberts, William.........G 6-5 280 33 Ohio State 


6-4 270 25 Georgia Tech 


67 Schreiber, Adam......... C 6-4 288 34 Texas 

31 Sehorn, Jason... 6-2 212 25 USC 

88 Sherrard, Mike. 6-2 187 33 UCLA 

58 Shufelt, Pete. 6-2 241 26 UTEP 

61 Smith, Lance wuG 6-3 285 33 LSU 

22 Sparks, Phillippi........CB 5-11 186 27 Arizona State 


270 24 Texas So. 
180 31 Clemson 
225 33 Georgia 
202 24 Auburn 


300 30 Minnesota 
200 31 Florida 

321 25 Ohio State 
181 24 NE Louisiana 


a.name wt college 

1 Wheatley, Tyrone .... 232 Michigan 

2 Gragg, Scott 315 Montana 

3 Young, Rodney . 210 LSU 

4 Zatechka, Rob... 307 Nebraska 

4 Talley, Ber........ 240 Tennessee 

5 Mullen, Roderic 200 Grambling 

6 Duff, Jamal... 260 San Diego State 
6 Way, Charles 236 Virginia 

7 Diehl, Bryne...... 215 Alabama 


276 27 Montana State 
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PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


When Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie hired Ray 
Rhodes to coach, he pointed to his record 
as a recruiter, signaling the advent of 
a new way of thinking in a new 
system. When Rhodes was 
defensive coordinator of 
the Packers, Reggie White 
left the Eagles to sign 
with Green Bay. When 
Rhodes was defen- 
sive coordinator of the 
49ers, Deion Sanders 
left the Falcons to sign in San Francisco. 
The two biggest names in the first two 
years of NFL free agency both went to play 
for Ray Rhodes. 

So he gets to Philadelphia and loses all- 
pro cornerback Eric Allen to New Orleans 
right off the bat, not the kind of debut a new 
coach wants to make. Rhodes soon recov- 
ered, signing running back Ricky Watters 
from the world champions. One of the 
game's long-ball threats receiving or run- 
ning, Watters brings a dimension lacking in 
Philadelphia since the glory days of Wilbert 
Montgomery, and Montgomery wasn’t near- 
ly as effective a receiver as Watters. 
Whether Watters adapts to a more promi- 
nent role than the complementary character 
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1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Murray 96 points on 33 extra points 


Bd 21 FAI OAS Ss suawaueresctecreinigedete emerutheanes 8th 
RUSHING—Walker, 528 yards on 113 carries, 

ALY AN Wise Gorertarntcusterincsiie earcie tine traveet 15th 
PASSING-——Cunningham, 265 of 490 attempts 

for 3,229 yards ANd 16 TDS........sssesssssuseiseearerreen 10th 
RECEIVING—Barnett, 78 receptions for 1,127 yards, 

TBA AVO LIS! ceasatcncnmcsusetten vcr hers iitenes 79th 
INTERCEPTIONS—VJackson, 6 tor 86 yards, 

14S WUCTARIOT ET Di aaresire cemosestecstnigaapiottcreios 13rd 
PUNTING—Barker, 66 punts, 40.8 avg. longest 

LAL arwecremertticn ttn attr a eerie eRe P 10th 
PUNT RETURNS—Sydner, 40 tor 381 yards, 

9.5 average 


27,7 average, 1 TD... 
SACKS—Fuller, 10.5 sacks 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 5 ATLANTAIN) 
12 NY Jelsal Jackson MS (N) 
47 NEWENGLAND (N) 
24 At Pittsburgh (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 


September 3 
10 At Arizona (N) 
17 SAN DIEGO... 


1994 SCORES 


October 1 AtNew Orlean 


November 6  AtDallas(N).... 
72 DENVER(N)... 
19 N.Y.GIANTS... 
26 At Washington 
December 3 AtSeattle... 
10 DALLAS 
17 ARIZONA... 
24 AtChicago...... 


he played with the 49ers is a question 
Rhodes is happy to see answered. The 
exciting running of little Charlie Garner last 
year showed how quarterback Randall 
Cunningham's game can be enhanced by 
such a change of pace, but Garner couldn't 
hold up. Watters can. 

But it will take more than Watters to 
wash away the residue of the seven-game 
losing streak Rhodes inherits. Under Rich 
Kotite, the Eagles were flying along at 7-2, 
including a 40-8 crushing of the 49ers, 
when suddenly they hit the wall. They 
ended up the first team in NFL history to 
start 7-2 and finish with a losing record. 
Nobody could figure it out. The Eagles 
even finished the year ranked fourth on 
overall defense, a statistic defying their 
record but one that didn't fool] Rhodes. He 
made defense his total focus in the draft 
and came away happy with the results. He 
also gained a new nickname: “Trader Ray.” 

After trading up to land Boston College 
pass rusher Mike Mamula, Rhodes shook 
off criticism that he paid too much, switch- 
ing places in the first round and giving 
Tampa Bay two seconds for a third. “When 
you want a guy, you go after him,” Rhodes 
said. He followed up by trading receiver 
Victor Bailey to Kansas City to get Notre 
Dame defensive back Bobby Taylor in the 
second round. Taylor has the ability to 
replace Allen and the size to play safety. 
Criticized for a lackluster senior year, Taylor 
should respond to a coach who knows 
defensive backs as well as anyone. 

Another trade for a fourth-round pick 
landed California quarterback Dave Barr, 
who could turn into the most interesting 
move of all. Cunningham is 32 and in the 
second half of last season didn’t look any- 
thing like the confident, effective passer he 
was in the first half. By the end of the losing 
streak, he was throwing balls up for grabs 
and finished with his worst passer rating 
(74.4) since he first became a starter in 
1986. After the Eagles lost backup Bubby 
Brister to the Jets and failed in an effort to 
trade for Packer backup Mark Brunell, 
Rhodes needed a quarterback. Barr, ham- 
pered by injury at Cal, is a big-time 
prospect. The Eagles also signed ex-Lion 
and ex-Cowboy Rodney Peete. 

Watters was not the only addition to a 
revamped backfield. New England fullback 
Kevin Turner, an excellent receiver, will join 
Cunningham's arsenal. Watters and Turner, 
along with Garner, should make Eagles 
fans forget Herschel Walker, who had been 
inexplicably forgotten by Kotite and his staff 
during last season. The guy became the 
first NFL player ever to record a run, a 
reception, and a kick return for more than 
90 yards, yet he carried the ball more than 
nine times in only three games. Rhodes 
added two Mississippi State backs, Fred 
McCrary and Kevin Bouie, for depth. 

Wide receiver Fred Barnett is a legiti- 
mate all-pro contender and Cunningham's 
No. 1 target, complemented nicely by Calvin 
Williams. The two will be joined by rookie 
Chris T. Jones of Miami. The Eagles picked 
up blocking tight end Reggie Johnson from 
the Packers to replace Mark Bavaro. 

The Eagles' big, young offensive line 
took its share of the blame for the turn- 
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Vac Philadelphia Eagles... 


ON THE MOVE! 


The Philadelphia Eagles have a new 
coach, a new look and high hopes for 
the 1995 season. And Eagles 
Digest, the official publication of the 

Philadelphia Eagles, will be there 
every step of the way. Published 
weekly August through the playoffs 
and four times during the offseason, 
you get 26 big issues in all. And if 

you subscribe now you'll receive a 

FREE copy of the official 

Philadelphia Eagles 1995 Media 

Guide. 


MUST READING FOR EAGLES FANS! 


e Game Coverage @ Action Photos ¢ Top Columnists 
e Previews & Rosters ¢ Player Features & Much More 
Plus, you’ll get a regular column from Eagles head 
coach Ray Rhodes. 
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around last season and will undergo some 
retooling. Right tackle Broderick Thompson 
was replaced by Tom McHale and Rhodes 
drafted Barrett Brooks from Kansas State in 
the second round to compete with ex-Pack- 
er pickup Joe Sims. Left guard Antone Davis 
also lost his job to Joe Panos, who will again 
compete in his second year with ex-Redskin 
pickup Raleigh McKenzie. Last year, Panos 
played alongside another rookie, left tackle 
Bernard Williams, whose inconsistency was 
overshadowed by his huge promise. Two 
rookies on the backside is not what a veter- 
an quarterback likes to see. Center David 
Alexander is the veteran of the unit, with 
budding star Lester Holmes at right guard. 
On defense, Rhodes'’s specialty, Mamu- 
la is advertised as a pass-rushing phenom- 
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enon so fast and quick and agile that he will 
instantly cure whatever ails a team still 
mourning the loss of Reggie White, Seth 
Joyner, and Clyde Simmons. Surely Mamu- 
la will complement ex-Oiler William Fuller, 
who had eight sacks in the first seven 
games last year and then 1.5 sacks the rest 
of the way. Even though the Eagles finished 
second in the NFC to Dallas in sacks, the 
pass rush was not a consistently feared 
dimension. Tackle Andy Harmon proved to 
be the MVP on the defense with nine sacks 
and the outstanding number of 100 tackles. 
But the rest of the line was made up of 
castoffs William Perry, Burt Grossman, and 
Greg Townsend. Rhodes brought another 
castoff, ex-Buc Rhett Hall, along with him 
from San Francisco, where Hall played well 
in limited action and could provide a boost. 
It would be a bonus if Tommy Jeter or 
Leonard Renfro came through and Rhodes 
expects third-round find Greg Jefferson of 
Central Florida to emerge as a factor. 
Linebacker is a problem, with middle 
man Byron Evans in limbo following knee 
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surgery and free-agent status and backup 
Britt Hager gone to Denver. Another ex- 
49er, Bill Romanowski, may have to move 
inside and out of position. Kurt Gouveia 
was added from the Redskins. Ex-Saint 
Vaughan Johnson is a possibility depend- 
ing on health. Rightside backer William 
Thomas appears solid coming off six 
sacks, one interception, and three forced 
fumbles besides 126 tackles, the second- 
highest on the team. 

Replacing Allen is Rhodes's top priority 
in the secondary because he was left with 
tiny Mark McMillian and backups Otis 
Smith, Derrick Frazier, and Al Jackson 
before he added Taylor. Safeties Greg 
Jackson and Michael Zordich are stalwarts 
in the backfield, with Jackson leading the 
team with six interceptions and Zordich 
leading the team with 130 tackles. Eric 
Zomalt and Marvin Goodwin are backups 
starting their second season. 

The Eagles are looking to upgrade their 
special teams after signing veteran Eddie 


Ray Rhodes, Head Coach 

Jon Gruden, Offensive Coordinator 
Emmitt Thomas, Defensive Coordinator 
Bill Callahan, Offensive Line 

Dick Jamieson, Running Backs 
Gerald Carr, Wide Receivers 

Ted Williams, Tight Ends 

Mike Trgovac, Defensive Line 

Joe Vitt, Linebackers 

Danny Smith, Special Teams 

Mike Wolf, Strength & Conditioning 
Juan Castillo, Offensive Assistant 
Chuck Knox Jr., Defensive Assistant 


Murray to rescue their place-kicking and 
losing punters Bryan Barker and Mitch 
Berger. Backup receiver Jeff Sydner aver- 
aged 9.5 yards on punt returns, a top 10 
performance, and backup running back 
Vaughn Hebron returned kickoffs along with 
Walker, who was more effective 


EAGLES VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 
72 Alexander, David 6-3 275 31 Tulsa 


5-9 182 25 Auburn 
6-0 199 30 Arkansas St. 
6-4 245 33 Notre Dame 


24 Barlow, Corey 
86 Barnett, Fred . 
84 Bavaro, Mark. 


64 Brown, Cult........ 260 26 No. Carolina 

71 Chalenski, Mike. 260 26 UCLA 
Conklin, Caty...........08 6-4 215 28 Washington 

12 Cunningham, Randall .QB 6-4 205 32 UNLV 

78 Davis, Antone.............. G 6-4 325 29 Tennessee 

56. Evans, Byron.......... ~LB 6-2 235 32 Arizona 

11 Fiedler, Jay ... = 215; 24 Dartmouth 


256 29 Louisville 

183 30 Central Fla. 
CB 5-10 178 26 Texas A&M 
274 34 No. Carolina 


96 Flores, Mike. 
8 Ford, Bernard 
23 Frazier, Derrick... 
95 Fuller, William ...........4 DE 6-3 


25. Garner, Charlie...........J 5-9 181 24 Tennessee 

22 Goodwin, Marvin 6-0 199 23 UCLA 

54 Gouveia, Kurt..... LB 6-1 233 31 BYU 

69 Grossman, Burt..........DE 6-4 275 29 Pittsburgh 

9B GUNN, Mark ...covssssvses00 DT 6-5 279 27 Pittsburgh 
Hall, Rhett ...DE 6-2 270 27 California 


$1 Harmon, Andy...... 6-4 265 27 Kent State 

45 Hebron, Vaughn..........AB 5-8 196 25 Virginia Tech 
Henderson, Jerome.....CB 5-10 189 26 Clemson 

39 Henesey, Brian............RB 5-10 215 26 Bucknell 

73 Holmes, Lester............6 63 301 26 Jackson State 

66 Hudson, John 6-2 275 28 Auburn 

47 Jackson, Greg 6-1 200 29 LSU 

98 Jeter, Tommy........... 6-5 282 26 Texas 

87 Johnson, Maurice.......7E 6-2 243 29 Temple 

82 Johnson, Reggie........ JE 6-2 256 28 Florida State 

52 Johnson, Vaughan.....LB 6-3 240 34 N.C. State 
Lewis, Ron...... ...WR 5-11 189 28 Florida State 

68 McHale, Tom . 1 64 290 33 Cormell 
McKenzie, Raleigh.....G 6-2 277 33 Tennessee 

29 McMillian, Mark 5-7 162 26 Alabama 

3 Murray, Eddie .... 5-11 195 39 Tulane 

58 Oden, Derrick. 5-11 230 25 Alabama 


63 Panos, Joe ... 6-2 296 25 Wisconsin 
9 Peete, Rodney 6-0 207 30 USC 

90 Perry, William 6-2 335 33 Clemson 
42 Reid, Mike...... 6-1 218 25 N.C. State 


6-2 291 26 Colorado 

53 Romanowski, Bill........LB 6-4 231 30 Boston Col. 

55 Rose, Ken....... nt 6-1 215 34 UNLV 

75 Selby, Rob 6-3 286 28 Auburn 

68 Sims, Joe....... 6-3 310 27 Nebraska 
Stubbs, Daniel .... 6-4 264 31 Miami 

85 Sydner, Jeff... 5-6 170 26 Hawaii 

51 Thomas, William 6-2 218 27 Texas A&M 

93 Townsend, Greg. 6-3 270 34 TCU 

34 Turner, Kevin 6-0 224 27 Alabama 

32 Watters, Ricky 6-1 212 27 Notre Dame 
Wilburn, Barry, 6-3 186 32 Mississippi 

14 Wilkins, Jeff ..K 6-1 180 24 Youngstown 

74 Williams, Bemard.......T 6-8 317 23 Georgia 


94 Renfro, Leonard . 


89 Williams, Calvin.......... 
57 Woodard, Marc... 
27 Zomalt, Eric... 


fd.name 


1 Mamula, Mike..... 
2 Taylor, Bobby. 
2 Brooks, Basrett..........., 


6 McCrary, Fred 
7 Boule, KEVIN ...sss.sss-.-.-1 
7 Smothers, Howard ...... 


5-11 190 29 Purdue 
6-0 234 26 Mississippi St. 
5-11 197 23 California 
6-1 201 32 Penn State 


wt college 


248 Boston College 
202 Notre Dame 

305 Kansas Stale 
256 Central Florida 
210 Miami (FL) 

209 California 

210 Mississippi State 
224 Mississippi State 
285 Bethune-Cookman 
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ARIZONA CARDINALS 


Buddy Ryan didn't like his offense, so he 
got rid of it. Like most offenses, it offended 
him, and his first reaction was to squash it. 
He jettisoned quarterback Steve Beuer- 
lein, traded Ricky Proehl, said good-by to 
Randal Hill, insulted Luis 
Sharpe, and fired tight end 
Derek Ware and 
replaced him with a for- 
mer defensive line- 
man. When Ryan 
arrived in Arizona, he 
thought offense was 
the only thing he had 
going for him. It went, all right, sliding from 
8th to 22nd and leaving his beloved 
defense in the desert without a paddle. 

“| overestimated our offensive players off 
last year's stats," he said. 

The defense was pretty good, as usual, 
but the result was an 8-8 record, one game 
better than Joe Bugel’s team the previous 
year and several games behind Ryan's 


boasts. The reaction was predictable. Cen- 
ter Ed Cunningham is the only regular offen- 
sive regular from last season slated to start 
this time around at the same position. 

The upheaval has not curtailed Ryan’s 
confidence. After hiring 37-year-old David 
Krieg to be his quarterback, Ryan said: “In 
the last half of the season, there was no 
other quarterback, including the guy in San 
Francisco, who played better football than 
Dave Krieg.” After he drafted New Mexico 
quarterback Stoney Case in the third round, 
higher than most projections, Ryan said: 
“He plays the position better than any quar- 
terback in the country that I've seen.” After 
he lost out on bids to add a big-time receiv- 
er such as Alvin Harper or Andre Rison 
through free agency, Ryan traded his lead- 
ing runner, Ron Moore, and his No. 1 and 
No. 4 draft choices to the Jets for their lead- 
ing receiver, Rob Moore, and said: “We got 
the best pick in the first round.” 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Davis 77 points on 17 extra points 
NG 2D Field GORUS oo. ssecssseaooeseepenisasenescsnebersencnesetsere 16th 
RUSHING—WMoore, 780 yards on 232 carries, 

SF AMLT A Daten ae estngarmnrthemtace earned Sth 
PASSING-—-Schroeder, 133 of 238 attempts 

for 1,510 yards and 4 TDS..sssssescynsensscsseenensesersenesee 13th 
RECEIVING—Centers, 77 receptions for 647 yards, 
B4.AVG., 2 TDS...cnsorcnsns T11th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Williams, 9 for 89 yards, 


WoO gest 4 VAISS ae ian ace orca le eeter aad Ath 
PUNT RETURNS—Robinson, 41 for 285 yards, 


KICKOFF RETURNS—Lewy, 26 for 513 yards, 
ae 15th 


Krieg is the key to the revamping on 
offense. After serving as Joe Montana's 
caddy in Kansas City for a year, Krieg took 
his suitcase to Detroit and rescued Scott 
Mitchell, who was floundering before he got 
hurt. Starting the final seven games, Krieg 
took the Lions on a 5-2 run and a playoff 
berth. He threw 14 touchdown passes and 
only 3 interceptions during his stretch. He 
finished just 12 attempts short of qualifying 
for the official passer ratings. Had he quali- 
fied, he would have ranked second in the 
league only to Young. Throughout his 
career, Krieg has been known as a streak 
passer. When he’s hot, watch out. When 
he's not, will Ryan remain patient? Ex-Saint 
Mike Buck is expected to be the backup, 
with Case in the wings. 

Moore caught 78 passes for the Jets last 
year and provides the big, fast, reliable tar- 
get the Cardinals have missed. He will 
remind Krieg of Detroit's Herman Moore. 
Since Ryan got rid of his three top wide 
receivers from last season—Proehl, Hill, and 
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Gary Clark—Moore could not be expected 
to replace the entire trio. So Ryan spent his 
first draft choice in the second round on 
another one, Auburn's Frank Sanders, who is 
also a big, physical target and is being pen- 
ciled in as an instant starter opposite Moore. 
In addition, Ryan switched running back 
Chuck Levy to wide receiver and drafted 
Tennessee's Billy Williams as another back- 
up. Anthony Edwards is the only holdover, 
and he didn't catch a pass last year. At tight 
end, Ryan fired Ware the week of the season 
finale and went with Chad Fann, with Terry 
Samuels in reserve. But this year, Ryan pro- 
jects a defensive lineman from the practice 
squad, Wendall Gaines, will be his starter. 
After starting last season in Ryan's dog- 
house, running back Garrison Hearst 
showed enough in the stretch to convince 
Ryan he is healthy and ready to assume the 


role for which he was drafted in 1993. 
Although Ron Moore started every game a 
year ago and gained 780 yards, Hearst is a 
much more dangerous threat. He is backed 
by Mark Higgs. Fullback Larry Centers was 
the team's most reliable offensive per- 
former, leading the Cardinals in receptions 
for the second year and also leading in 
touchdowns even though he didn't start. 

By contrast to the rest of the offense, the 
line looks settled. Ben Coleman, who spent 
most of the year at right guard, finished at 
left tackle and will replace the venerable 
Sharpe, who got hurt and was told by Ryan 
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he wouldn't be missed. At left guard, ex- 
Steeler Duval Love was lured to replace 
Ernest Dye, the only lineman besides Cun- 
ningham to start every game in ‘94. At right 
guard, Anthony Redmon finished up the 
year when Coleman went to tackle. Right 
tackle Rick Cunningham, who lost his job to 
Joe Wolf, went to Minnesota and will be 
replaced by free agent Larry Tharpe from 
Detroit. The Cardinals paid him $1 million 
even though he has never started. Wolf, 
Todd Jones, and rookies Lance Scott and 
Mark Askin are the backups. 

Ryan's defense will remain virtually 
intact, although he couldn't resist drafting 
three defensive backs to provide much- 
needed depth. Tackle Eric Swann remains 
the focal point of the line. He is Ryan's Ari- 
zona version of Reggie White in Philadelphia 
and Dan Hampton in Chicago. Bernard Wil- 
son is the other tackle, with Michael 
Bankston and Clyde Simmons at the ends, 
backed by Eric England, Bryan Hooks, 
Sebastian Barrie, and rookie Chad Eaton. 

Last year’s No. 1 draft choice, Jamir 
Miller, played well enough at the end of the 
year to take Wilber Marshall's job at right 
linebacker, with Seth Joyner on the left 
side and Pro Bow! candidate Eric Hill in the 
middle. They are backed primarily by Terry 
Irving and Garth Jax. 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


Buddy Ryan, Head Coach 

Dave Atkins, Offensive Coordinator 
Ronnie Jones, Defensive Coordinator 
Matt Cavanaugh, Quarterbacks 

Ted Cottrell, Linebackers 

George Martinez, Quality Control 
Guy Morriss, Offensive Line Assistant 
Dan Neal, Offensive Line 

Ted Plumb, Wide Receiver/Tight Ends 
Al Roberts, Special Teams 

Bob Rogucki, Strength & Conditioning 
Rex Ryan, Defensive Line 

Robert Ryan, Defensive Backs 


Aeneas Williams finally got his due as a 
Pro Bowl cornerback after tying for the league 
lead with nine interceptions. Former Seahawk 
Patrick Hunter will replace James Williams at 
the other corner, with Lorenzo Lynch at 
strong safety and ex-corner Brent Alexander 
ahead of last year's free safety, Terry Hoage. 
The rookies who will push for time are Antho- 
ny Bridges, Cedric Davis, and Tito Paul. 

Greg Davis is an excellent place-kicker 
and nobody had more practice punting 
last year than Jeff Feagles. Newcomer 
Walter Dunson should take over the kick 
returns with Levy in the wings. 


CARDINALS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 


46 Alexander, Brent.......... CB 5-10 184 25 Tenn. State 
63 Bankston, Michael......DE 6-3 280 26 Sam Houston 


73 Barrie, Sebastian......... DT 6-2 280 26 Liberty 

78 Brown, Chad..... DE 6-7 265 24 Mississippi 

16 Buck, Mike... QB 6-3 227 29 Maine 

37 Centers, Larry... RB 6-0 215 28 Stv. F. Austin 
62 Coleman, Ben.............1 6-6 335 25 Wake Forest 
79 Cunningham, Ed......... C 6-3 285 26 Washington 


5 Davis, Greg. 6-0 205.30 The Citadel 
93 Dunbar, Karl. 6-4 275 29 LSU 
65 Dye, Ernest... 6-6 325 24S. Carolina 


83 Edwards, Anthony........WR 5-9 190 30N MHigh. 
92 England, Efic............. 6-2 283 25 Texas A&M 
86 Fann, Chad .. 6-3 250 26 FloridaA&M 
10 Feagles, Jett. 6-1 205 30 Miami 

85 Hardy, Darryl 6-2 220 27 Tennessee 
31 Harris, Odie.. 6-0 190 30S. Houston St. 
23 Hearst, Garrison 5-11 215 25 Georgia 

22 Higgs, Mark. 5-7 196 30 Kentucky 

58 Hill, Eric........ 6-2 255 29 LSU 

34 Hoage, Terry 6-2 201 34 Georgia 

97 Hooks, Bryan... 6-3 286 25 Arizona Stale 
27 Hunter, Patrick 5-11 186 31 Nevada-Reno 
56 Irving, Terry . 6-0 224 24 McNeese St. 
53. Jax, Garth..... 6-3 250 32 Florida State 
63 Jones, Todd. 6-3 295 28 Henderson St 
59 Joyner, Seth 6-2 235 31 UTEP 

57 Kirk, Randy .. 6-2 231 31S Diego State 
18 Knox, Kevin. 6-3 194 25 Florida State 
17 Krieg, Dave .. 6-1 202 37 Milton 

4 Levy, Chuck. 6-0 197 24 Arizona 

67 Love, Duval.. 6-3 288 33 UCLA 

29 Lynch, Lorenzo . 5-11 200 33 Sacram. St. 
55 Marshall, Wilber 6-1 240 34 Florida 

9 McMahon, Jim.. 6-1 195 36 BYU 

50 Merritt, David 6-1 237 24.N.C.Slate 
95 Miller, Jamir 6-4 242 22 UCLA 

85 Moore, Rob....... WR 6-3 205 27 Syracuse 

60 Redmon, Anthony.......G 6-4 308 25 Auburn 

80 Reeves, Bryan ... 5-11 185 25 Nevada 

82 Robinson, Patrick. 5-8 176 26 Tennessee St. 
89 Samuels, Terry.. 6-2 254 25 Kentucky 

11 Schroeder, Jay .. 6-4 215 35 UCLA 

67 Sharpe, Luis. 6-5 280 36 UCLA 

96 Simmons, Clyde 6-6 280 31 W"Carolina 
98 Swann, Eric....... 6-4 295 25 None 

69 Vander Poel, Mark.......1 6-7 303 28 Colorado 

20 Waters, Andre... S 5-11 200 34 Cheyney State 
35 Williams, Aeneas ........CB 5-10 190 28 Southern 

94 Wilson, Bernard 6-2 295 25 Tennessee St 


68 Wolf, JOC. 66 296 29 Boston Col. 
DRAFTEES 
rd. name pos ht wt college 


2 Sanders, FraNK .......s0000 200 Aubum 

3 Case, Stoney 205 New Mexico 

5 Davis, Cedric 170 Tennessee State 
5 Scott, Lance. 278 Utah 

5 Paul, Tito 4 190 Ohio State 

6 Bridges, Anthony........ 180 North Texas 

7 Williams, Billy... 5-11 169 Tennessee 

7 Leasy, Wesley... 6-2 234 Mississippi St. 


7 Eaton, Chad......... ai 6-4 292 Washington State 
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NFC east 


Norv Turner, who earned his keep as an 
offensive coach with the Rams and Cow- 
boys, drafted a quarterback when he 
got to the Redskins. This year, he 
drafted a receiver for the 
quarterback. Then he draft- 
ed a center for the quarter- 
back. But after finishing 
26th on defense, Turner 


“the ball that matters 
most. If the Redskins are to stop their skid, 
let alone come anywhere close to the lofty 
expectations of flamboyant and demand- 
ing owner Jack Kent Cooke, they better be 
able to stop somebody. 

So they signed linebackers Marvcus 
Patton from Buffalo and Rod Stephens from 
Seattle. They got safeties Stanley Richard 
from San Diego and James Washington 
from Dallas. Whether that's enough is 
debatable, because the Redskins also got 
rid of reliable linebackers Andre Collins 
and Kurt Gouveia and came up fairly empty 
on a defensive line that contributed to a 
27th ranking against the run. 

In drafting Colorado receiver Michael 
Westbrook with the fourth pick in the first 
round, the Redskins are trying to rewrite 
history by undoing history. Only three 
drafts ago, they used the fourth pick overall 
to select Michigan's Heisman Trophy-win- 
ning receiver, Desmond Howard. Two 
months before taking Westbrook, they gave 
up on Howard when they lost him to Jack- 
sonville in the expansion draft. 
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1884 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Lohmiller 90 points on 30 extra vores 

and 20 field goals... von 2th 
RUSHING—Ervins, 650 yards on 465 carries, 35 5 


avg., 3 TDS... aire at 
PASSING—Shuler, 120 of 265 attempts for 
1,658 yards and 10 TDs... 6th 


RECENING—Ellard, 74 receptions for 1 397 ya, 
18.9 avg., 6 TDs... anne th 
INTERCEPTIONS —Collins, ‘4 for 150 yards, 
37.5 average, 2 TDs..... 
Relais 82 pu , 44.4 ava, 

65 yards .. pas ueeeene 
PUNT RET! URNS—Mitchel, 2 for 452 yards, 
141 AVEFAGE .sonivergas wh St 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Mitchell, 38. for 1 418 yards, 
25.5 average..... re 
SACKS—Harvey, 13: 5 ‘sacks, 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 5 AtKansas City. (N) 
12 _ vs. Houston at Knoxville, TN (N) 
19 AtMiami(N) 
24 At Pittsburgh (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 
September 3 
10 LA. RAIDERS. 

17 At Denver...... 

24 — At Tampa Bay. 

October 1 DALLAS... 
8 At Pilea. 

15 AtArizona..... 

22 DETROMM....... 

29. N.Y. GIANTS {(N) 

November 5 AlKansas City... 
12 OPEN DATE. 


December 3 AtDallas........ 


17 AtSt Louis... 
24 CAROLINA... 


So the Redskins are rebuilding their 
rebuilding, with only scant realistic hope of 
meeting their owner's challenge. If they are 
to have a chance, it looks like Turner will 
have to outscore teams with miraculous 
play-calling. He doesn't even have a big- 
time running back to rely upon when all else 
breaks down. This was a decision the Red- 
skins made with all eyes open. With the 
fourth pick, they had their choice of Tyrone 
Wheatley or Rashaan Salaam or any running 
back except Ki-Jana Carter, but opted for 
Westbrook. He is the big target Turner used 
so well in Dallas when Troy Aikman was fir- 
ing strikes to Michael Irvin and Alvin Harper. 
Opposite the ageless Henry Ellard, West- 
brook will give second-year quarterback 
Heath Shuler a much bigger and supposed- 
ly more reliable receiver than Howard. 

Shuler was tossed into the fray earlier 
than a rookie quarterback should be |ast 
season, with mixed results. After surviving 
an early challenge from seventh-round 


teammate Gus Frerotte, Shuler settled down 
and finished stronger than he started, 
although the statistics placed him at the bot- 
tom of all qualifying passers in the league. 
He completed only 45 percent of his throws, 
also a league-low. But neither Turner nor 
Shuler appears rattled by this baptism of 
fire. If Shuler shows progress before he gets 
shell-shocked and bombarded by media 
criticism, he will have a leg up on Howard, 
who was run out of town by the time he 
could do anything right. 

Ellard is coming off a remarkable year for 
a 34-year-old veteran of the wars. He caught 
74 passes for 1,397 yards and his 18.9-yard 
average was the highest in the league for 
anyone with more than 50 catches. With 
Tydus Winans also averaging 18.1 yards as 
a rookie and Howard averaging 18.2, the 
Redskins were the only team in football with 
their three top wideouts averaging more 
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YOU are the Owner, General Manscer and Head Coach of your own pro football team!!! 
Spend wisely on the players listed below and you can win the $3,000.00 Grand Prize or one 
of the many other prizes that will be awarded to our top 20 finishers!!! Monthly prizes too!!! 


Thousandst!.. in Guaranteed Prize $35 How to play: Choose your team from the list of players 

Top 20 Prizes: Monthly Prizes: below. You must pick 2 quarterbacks (QB), 3 running 
Grand Prize: $3,000.00 1st Prize: $250.00 | backs (RB), 3 receivers (REC), 2 kickers (K), 2 defensive 
2nd Prize: $2,000.00 2nd Prize: $125.00 | backs (DB), and 2 defensive lineman (DL). You have 


3rd Prize: $1,000.00 3rd Prize: $50.00 | $37,000,000.00 to spend on your team. You must spend at 

Ath-10th Prize: $200.00 = Aj prizes paid promptly at least $30,000,000.00 but not exceed the salary cap! 

11th-20th Prize: $100.00 the end of the regular season. | Salaries are indicated (in millions) after the player's name. 
Winners are required to provide their Social Security number. All teams must be picked from the lists below. 


Salary Cap! Defensive Scoring! 3 Trading Deadlines! 2-pt Conversion! 


Score 6 Fantasy Football... Where YOUR decisions can build a CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM!!! 
SCORING: 
TD: 6 pts. | TD Pass: 6 pts. 
PASSING: | pt. per 25 yds. completed 
RUSHING/RECEIVING: 1 pt. per 10 yds. gained 
FIELD GOAL; 3 pts. | PAT: 1 pt. 
2-POINT CONVERSION: 

2 pts. to rusher or | pt. ea. to passer and receiver 


Trading: Once you've picked your team, you will have 3 more opportunities 
to change players. You may re-pick as many players as you like from the 
player list, but must end up with the required quantity for each player position 
and as stated above, player's salaries must total at least $30,000,000.00 but 
not exceed $37,000,000.00. As the season progresses, new player's will be 
added to choose from. Every month you will receive the points awarded each 
INTERCEPTION: 6 pts. | SAFETY: 2 pts. of your players, your current points total and your ranking amongst the other 
SACK: 6 pts. |FUMBLE RECOVERY: 6 pts. {team owners. Also listed will be the current points awarded all player's so that 
(Points are awarded regardless of player's postition)} you may keep your eye on potential hot new picks. 


Was $3285 Now! lteam=$ 29.95 


Name _ 
2-5 teams $24.95 yee $ ——— Address 
6+teams $19.95 x —— $ City State - “zip 
Check one: OVisa OM/C OCheck/M.O.  tetephone } 
All funds must be payable in U.S. currency. = i —= 
Credit Card # Mail entries to: SCORE 6 Dept. A 
Exp. Date: ___/ _ (Photocopies OK) P.O. Box 758 


Vista, CA 92085-0758 


Signature: All entries must be postmarked by September 2, 1995! 


QB (PICK 2) RB (PICK 3) REC (PICK 3) K (PICK 2) DB (PICK 2) DL (PICK 2) 
001 OB, Marino 6M | O81 8. Sanders OB25 R. Bernstine OR1 C/Carter 6M OR25 |. Fryar OK1 M. Anderson 6M | OD1 OD. Sanders OL1 K. Greene 5M 
O02 S. Young 6M | O82 E. Smith 0826 R, Brooks OR2 M. invin 6M DR26 J Hester OK2 J. Camey 6M | OD2 R. Woodson OL2 K. Harvey 6M 
OQ3 DB, Bledsoe 5M | O83 J. Betlis GB27 M. Butts OR3 J, Rice 6M OR27 R. Ismail OK3  F. Reveiz 6M | OD3 R. Buchanan OL3 J. Randle 6M 
O04 J Ehway 5M | O84 M_ Faulk 6828 D. Fenner OR4 H. Moore 5M OR28 H, Jeffires OK4 M. Bahr 5M | OD4 A. Williams OL4 8. Smah 5M 
O05 B. Fave 5M} 085 C. Warren O829 R, Harmon ORS A. Rison 5M OR29 T. Martin OKS S. Christe 5M |005 M. Hanks OLS R. White 5M 
O06 T.Alkman 4M | O86 R. Watters 1830 C. Heyward OR6 T. Brown 4M OR30 J. Mitchell OK6 J. Elam 5M {O06 G. Jackson OL C. Haley 4M 
OQ7 R.Cunningham 4M | O87 8B. Foster B31 T. Kirby OR7 B, Coates 4M OR31 R. Proehl OK7 C. Boniot 4M 1007 R. Massey OL7 OD. Stubblefield 4M 
OOQ8 J. Kelly 4M | OBB R. Hampton B32 D. Meggett DRS C Pickens 4M OR32 R. Sanders OKs D. Bren 4M [ODS T. McDaniel OLS D. Thomas 4M 
O09 W. Moon 4M | O69 N. Means OB33 E. Metcaif GR9 T. Mathis 4M OR33 M. Sherrard OK9 J, Hanson 4M |OD9 E. Tumer OLS S.Gilbert 3M 
010 6. Esiason 3M | OB10 T. Thomas 0534 B. Parmalee ORi0 A. Reed 4M OR34 W. Slaughter OK10 C, Jacke 4M | 0D10 J. Washington OLiO C. Kennedy 3M 
0011 J. Hostetler 3M | O811 T. Allen OB35 H. Walker DR Sh. Shame 4M OR3S5 J. Taylor " OK11 D. Pelfrey 4M | OD11 D. Woolford OL11 G. Lioyd aM 
0012S. Humphries 3M | 0812 G. Brown OB36 E. Bieniemy GR12 W. Anderson 3M OR36 V. Brisby OK12 M. Stover 4M | OD12 E. Allen DL12 C. Mims 3M 
1013 J. Everett 2M | 0813 R. Cobb 0837 K. Carter OR13 F. Bamett 3M OR37 C. Conway OK13 P. Stoyanovich 4M | OD13 L. Butler OL13 L, O'Neal 3M 
0014 J. George 2M | 0814 W. Floyd 1836 L. Centers OR14 J.J. Birden 3M OR38 L. Dawsey 0K14 G. Anderson OD14 V. Glenn OL14 N. Smith 3M 
0015 R, Mirer 2M | 0515 L. Hoard O839 R, Ervins OR15 B, Blades 3M OR39 T- Drayton OK15 D. Biasucci 3 OD15 S. Richard O15 T. Tolbert 3M 
OO16 S. Mitchell 2M | 0816 J. Johnson 0840 H. Green OR16 Q. Early 3M OR40 D. Howard A | OK1G L Elfot OD16 M. Stewart OLi6 J.Geathers 2M 
0Q17 N, O'Donnell 2M | 0817 8. Monis DB41 G. Hearst OR17 E. Green 3M OR41 M. Ingram OK17 E. Murray OD17 T. Vincent O17 J. Jeffcoal 2M 
OQ168 V. Testaverde 2M | 0818 E. Rhelt B42 G. Hill OR18 M. Haynes 3M OR42 Q. Ismail OK18 A. DeiGreco 2 OD1é L. Washington O18 J.lLageman 2M 
0019 S. Beuverlein 1M | 0819 L Russell 0843 N, Kaufman OR19 B. Jones 3M OR43 E. Martin f OK1g J Jaeger D018 C, Dishman OL19 C. McGiockton 2M 
1020 S. Bono 1M | 0820 L. Tillman OB44 R. Potts OR20 A. Miller 3M GR44 J. Morton OK20 J. Kasay 6020 J. Hasty DL20 R. Turnbull 2M 
021 T. Dilfer 1M | 0621 H. Wiliams OB45 R. Salaam OR21 R. Moore 3M OR4S M. Seay OK21 K. Butler 0021 N. Odomes D121 W. Fuller 1M 
01022 S. McNair 1M | 0622 M. Allen 0846 B. Thomas OR22 J. Novacek 3M OR46 J.J. Stokes OK22 N, Johnson O22 E. Robinson O22 S. Jones 1M 
1Q23 F. Reich 1M | 0823 M. Bates 0847 T. Wheatley OR23 G. Clark 2M OR47 M. Timpson OK23 C. Lohmiller 6D23 M. Pope OL23 B, Paup 1M 


0024 H. Shuter 1M | 0624 E. Bennett B48 L. White OR24 H. Ellard 2M OR48 M. Westbrook 1M | OK24 T_ Zendejas 0024 G. Teague O24 J. Seau 1M 
QB Total M RB Total REC Total M K Total MDB Total M]_ DL Total M 


No purchase necessary. If you'd like a free play, and not be eligible for any of the prizes or other services, you may choose one team and send it in along with a SASE by August 22, 1995 
and at the end of the regular season we will send you your teams results. Score 6 is nol affliated with the National Football League. Must he 18 years of age to play. Void where prohibited 
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than 18 yards a catch. This indicates that 
Turner and Shuler aren't interested in 
padding completion percentages with a 
short dink-and-dunk attack. They go for it. 
Leslie Shepherd and Olanda Truitt are back- 
ups. James Jenkins and Frank Wycheck are 
the tight ends, but they combined for only 15 
catches, so Turner has yet to discover his 
version of Jay Novacek. 

At running back, Ricky Ervins emerged 
as the feature back over the disappointing 
Reggie Brooks, but neither developed into a 
long-term answer. Ervins averaged 3.5 
yards and Brooks only 3.0, with kick-return 
specialist Brian Mitchell serving as the 
club's best runner/receiver and third-down 
threat. Mitchell keeps lobbying for a shot as 
the everyday workhorse, but he appears too 
valuable as Mr, Versatile. Cedric Smith and 
Marc Logan are the fullbacks. 

Up front, the Redskins have mostly veter- 
ans to make Shuler comfortable, but a lack of 
depth prompted the drafting of center Cory 
Raymer in the second round, a surprise con- 
sidering so many more obvious needs. John 
Gesek remains the No. 1 center, with Ray 
Brown and Tre Johnson at the guards and 
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Jim Lachey and Ed Simmons at the tackles. 
Rookies provide most of the backup help. 

The Redskins passed up every defen- 
sive player available in the draft, but so did 
the expansion Panthers and Jaguars. The 
Redskins had only two problems on defense 
last year: the run and the pass. They were 
the only defense to finish 20th or lower 
against both the run and the pass. They 
were outscored by nearly 100 points, joining 
Tampa Bay, Cincinnati, and Houston in that 
ignominious category. 

Linebacker Ken Harvey led the NFC in 
sacks, with 13.5, and the rest of the Red- 
skins combined managed only 14.5. As 
soon as teams started figuring it out, they 
blocked Harvey and took their chances. Left 
linebacker Harvey justified his high salary as 
a free-agent acquisition from the Cardinals, 
but Turner obviously felt the linebacking 
needed attention before the defensive line. 
Besides adding middle linebacker Ste- 
phens to replace Gouveia and Patton to 
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replace Collins at right linebacker, the Red- 
skins added Darrick Brownlow and Matt 
Vanderbeek from the Cowboys to join Erick 
Anderson as reserve linebackers. 

Up front, the Redskins are weak. Left end 
Tony Woods led the linemen with 4.5 sacks 
and right end Sterling Palmer had only one. 
Tackles Tim Johnson and Marc Bautte are 
average, with Bobby Wilson still not justifying 
his first-round status of 1991. Backups are 
Dexter Nottage, Lamar Mills, and fifth- 
rounder Rich Owens, the only rookie the 
Redskins drafted in an area of dire need. 

Darrell Green is 35 and still the club's 
best cornerback, not to mention one of the 
best in the league. Without a pass rush, 


Norv Turner, Head Coach 

Ron Lynn, Defensive Coordinator 

Mike Haluchak, Linebackers 

Ray Horton, Secondary Assistant 

Bob Karmelowicz, Defensive Line 

Tom Hayes, Defensive Backs 

Cam Cameron, Quarterbacks 

Russ Grimm, Tight Ends 

Jim Hanifan, Offensive Line: 

Bobby Jackson, Running Backs 

Terry Robiskie, Wide Receivers 
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Jason Arapoff, Conditioning Director 


WESTBROOK 


Green's speed is needed more than ever, 
even if he has slowed a step. Young Tom 
Carter still needs seasoning entering his 
third year. Alan Grant and three rookies— 
Barry Dillard, Scott Turner, and Darryl 
Pounds—are reserve corners. Washington 
and Richard provide an instant upgrade at 
the safety spots. Super Bowl starters the 
past two seasons, they will raise the confi- 
dence of the entire defense. Although nei- 
ther strong safety Washington nor free 
safety Richard was pursued heavily by their 
own teams, both are capable of big plays. 
The Redskins lost venerable punter 
Reggie Roby to the Buccaneers and have 


rookie Matt Turk filling in, with an eye on 


the Waiver wire. Chip Lohmiller is the 
place-kicker, with Mitchell pushing for 
Status as the league’s best combination 
punt- and kickoff-return man. Only ex- 
Lion Mel Gray, now an Oiler, ranked as 
high in both categories, and Mitchell is 
seven years younger. 


REDSKINS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 


95 Abrams, Anthony ........ DE 6-4 298 25 Clark Atlanta 
56 Anderson, Erick..........LB 6-1 235 27 Michigan 
34 Bayless, Martin .5 6-2 219 33 Bow. Green 
87 Bell, Coleman . .TE 6-2 232 26 Miami 
36 Bell, William ... .RB 5-11 203 24 Georgia Tech 
93 Boutte, Marc... DT 6-4 298 26 LSU 
40 Brooks, Reggie »RB 5-8 202 25 Notre Dame 
67 Brown, Ray...... .G 6-5 312 33 Arkansas Si, 
50 Brownlow, Darrick......LB 6-0 235 27 Illinois 

25 Carter, Tom...... 0B 5-11 181 23 Notre Dame 
51 Coleman, Monte........LB 6-2 242 38 Central Ark 
$1 Collins, Shane . .DE 6-3 267 27 Arizona State 
85 Ellard, Henry...... WR 5-11 182 34 Fresno State 
32 Ervins, Ricky wRB 5-7 195 27 USC 

12 Frerotte, Gus QB 6-2 221 24 Tulsa 

75 Gesek, JOAN .....e.0s000 G 6-5 282 33 Sacramento St. 

Graf, RICK .....uucueB 6-5 244 31 Wisconsin 

26 Grant, Alan... .CB 5-10 187 29 Stanford 
28 Green, Darréll... CB 5-8 170 35 Texas A&l 
10 Green, Trent QB 6-3 211 25 Indiana 

57 Harvey, Ken...............LB 6-3 230 31 California 
95 Hochertz, Martin......... DE 6-5 269 27 S. Illinois 
88 Jenkins, James JE 6-2 241 28 Rutgers 

47 Johnson, AJ... .CB 5-8 175 29 SW Texas St. 
78 Johnson, Tim... .DT 6-3 275 31 Penn State 
77 Johnson, Tre ........-...- 7 6-2 315 24 Temple 

62 Kalaniuvalu, Alai......... G 6-3 303 24 Oregon State 
79 Lachey, Jim. .T 66 294 33 Ohio State 
43 Logan, Marc RB 6-0 212 31 Kentucky 
64 Matich, Trevor.. JE 6-4 297 34 BYU 

20 Mays, AIVOId ...c:.ccscs! CB 5-9 172 29 West Virginia 
72 Mills, Lamar..............DT 6-5 270 25 Indiana 

30 Mitchell, Brian . RB 5-10 203 27 SW Louisiana 
38 Morrison, Darryl . 5-11 185 25 Arizona 

80 Newman, Patrick.........WR 5-11 189 27 Utah State 
92 Notiage, Dexter...........DE 6-4 273 25 Florida A&M 
97 Palmer, Sterling 6-5 256 25 Florida State 
68 Patton, Joe....... 6-5 288 24 Alabama A&M 
53 Patton, Marvcus.. 6-2 243 29 UCLA 

24 Richard, Stanley “8 6-2 197 28 Texas 

39 Rush, Tyrone..............RB 5-11 196 25 No. Alabama 
23 Savage, Sebastian......CB 5-11 196 26 N.C. State 
86 Shepherd, Leslie 5-11 189 26 Temple 

5 Shuler, Heath... 6-2 221 24 Tennessee 
76 Simmons, Ed... 6-5 300 32 E. Washington 
37 Smith, Cedric... 5-10 222 26 Florida 

61 Smith, Vernice . 6-3 298 30 Florida A&M 
94 Stephens, Rod.. 6-1 237 30 Georgia Tech 
84 Stock, Mark. 6-0 180 30 VMI 

27 Taylor, Keith 5-11 206 31 Illinois 

19 Thomas, Doug. §-10 178 26 Clemson 
48 Thompson, Emnie........ 5-11 257 26 Indiana 
84 Truitt, Olanda... oWR 6-0 190 25 Miss. State 
90 Vanderbeek, Matt........LB 6-3 243 28 Michigan St 
35 Washington, James....S 6-1 209 31 UCLA 

94 Wilson, Bobby . .DT 6-2 297 28 Michigan St. 
83 Winans, Tydus. .WR 5-11 180 23 Fresno State 
98 Woods, Tony... DE 6-4 269 30 Pittsburgh 
28 Wycheck, Frank........... RB 6-3 235 24 Maryland 


DRAFTEES 
td.name pos ht wt college 


1 Westbrook, Michael...WR 6-3 210 Colorado 
2 Raymer, Cory......... 6-3 293 Wisconsin 


3 Pounds, Darryl 5-10 177 Nicholls State 
4 Jones, Larry, 6-0 235 Miami 

5 Asher, Jamie 6-4 244 Louisville 

5 Owens, Rich. 6-5 244 Lehigh 

6 Thure, Brian, 6-4 297 California 


7 Turner, Scott..., 5-9 180 Illinois 
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SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


Hit by the loss of running back Ricky Watters 
to Philadelphia, the champion 49ers should 
be comforted by the memory that they once 
won a Super Bowl with Ricky Patton as their 
ace runner. If not, they can be 
comforted by the selection of 
J.J. Stokes in the first 
round of the draft after 
moving from the 30th 
spot to 10th. So long 
as Steve Young is 
throwing and Jerry 
2 Rice is catching, the 
49ers will be moving 
along quite nicely, thank you, whether Ricky 
Watters is on board or not. Recognizing that 
he would never be quite the center of atten- 
tion he envisions while playing sidekick to 
Young and Rice, Watters took more money 
where he will do more running. 

While the 49ers know they would be bet- 
ter off with Watters than without him, they also 
recall he was a second-round draft choice 
who can be replaced more easily than Young 
or Rice. So they started with Stokes, a big, 
sure-handed receiver more highly regarded 
than Rice was as a collegian. His addition 
sent rivals into various states of apoplexy. 
Couldn't they all use a 6-5 target with great 
reach and hands and ability? Didn't they all 
have a chance to move into the top 10 to get 
him? Shortly after Stokes’s selection, new 
division cousin Carolina Panthers drafted a 
5-8 cornerback named Tyrone Poole, who 
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STEVE YOUNG 


apparently comes with a ladder. 

The legality of providing Young with yet 
another target is being researched by defen- 
sive coordinators everywhere. After setting 
NFL records for accuracy and efficiency in 
one of the greatest seasons a quarterback 
ever enjoyed, Young shouldn't be the benefi- 
ciary of such luxury. It's no way to establish 
NFL parity. Young wouldn't dare to wish for a 
better 12 months from early, 1994 to 1995. 
After injuries to his offensive line threatened 
to get him killed, and a disappointing loss to 
Joe Montana in Kansas City, Young broke 
loose with a memorable sideline tantrum after 
coach George Seifert yanked him in a 40-8 
loss to Philadelphia. From then on, it was 
Young's team, right through a 10-game win- 
ning streak, the Super Bowl, every conceiv- 
able personal award, and Montana's 
retirement the week before the draft. Then he 
gets Stokes on top of it. 

Stokes will replace John Taylor, whose 
best days as the perfect complement for 
Rice are over. Rice, of course, is coming off 
4112 receptions, his all-time high, and 13 
touchdowns. Now the leading touchdown- 
maker in football history, he is well on his 
way toward setting every record known to 
receivers. He needs.only 730 yards to pass 
James Lofton as the all-team leader in 
receiving yards. If Rice and Stokes are ever 
covered at the same time, and improving 
third receiver Nate Singleton can't be locat- 
ed, there is always old reliable Brent Jones, 
the leading tight end receiver in the NFC. 
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1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Brien 105 paints on 60 extra Sele 

and 15 field goals... mba 
RUSHING—Watters, 87 ‘yards. on 239 cartes, 

37 avg., 6 TDs... 
PASSING—Young, 324 of 461 
3,969 yards and 35 TDs..... aa 
RECEIVING—Rice, 112 receptions for 1,499 ya 

13.4. avg., 13 TDs..... het 
INTERCEPTIONS—Hanks, 7 for % yards, 

13.3 average...... wnued 
PUNTING—Wilmsmeyer, 54 punts, ni 4a0, 

fongest 60 yards... 


PUNT RETURNS—Carter, yards, 

8.4 average... ee) 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Cater, 4% ford 105 ‘yards, 

23.0 average, 


SACKS—Stubbletield, 8.5 sacks... 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
July 29 At Denver (N) 
vs, Denver at Tokyo (N) 


25 AtDettoit (N).... 
NY. GIANTS... 
OPEN DATE... 


December 3 
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To ease the loss of Watters, the 49ers 
acquired Derrick Moore from the Lions. 
Since being a backup to Barry Sanders is no 
reflection on a man's talent, Moore is a man 
to watch. After losing both Dexter Carter 
(Jets) and Derek Loville (Broncos), the 
49ers are genuinely hurting at running back, 
but the arrival of Stokes lets everybody know 
what the 49ers think of runners anyway. If all 
else fails, there is always fullback William 
Floyd, as William Floyd as been reminding 
coach George Seifert. Just give him the ball, 
he says, and all will be well. He will be his 
own blocker, if necessary. Seifert admits 
that Floyd's insertion into the lineup as a 
rookie in week six marked the turning point 
in the 49ers’ championship season. He is a 
talent as a receiver, runner, and blocker, 
and his nickname, “Bar None,” is beginning 
to look like more than a premature boast. 

The 49ers were able to make their Super 
Bowl run because they made certain their 
offensive line would remain intact. So tack- 
les Harris Barton and Steve Wallace, guards 
Jesse Sapolu and Derrick Deese, and cen- 
ter Bart Oates were solid the second half of 
the season after battling injury. Their health 
remains a vital factor in San Francisco's 
hopes to repeat. Signing tackle Kirk Scraf- 
ford from Denver was a plus. 

A year ago, defense was the primary 
concern of Seifert, who added Dallas line- 
backer Ken Norton Jr, and an assortment of 
pass rushers, including ex-Saint Rickey 
Jackson, ex-Bear Richard Dent, and ex- 


Redskin Charles Mann. Later in the season, 
he added ex-Packer and ex-Eagle Tim Har- 
ris, who was on his second tour of duty in 
San Francisco, With their first draft choice in 
‘94, the 49ers took defensive tackle Bryant 
Young, and the final piece of the puzzle was 
landing cornerback Deion Sanders. The 
result was a defense that finished eighth 
overall, second against the run, a major 
shortcoming the previous season. 

This year, Seifert concentrated on 
offense, but that doesn't mean there aren't 
question marks on his favorite side of the 
ball. The availability of Sanders remains as 
unpredictable as the sport of baseball, He 
has expressed an interest in returning, but 
not for the measly $1 million he made from 
the 49ers last year. The 49ers want him 
back, but when and how is unknown. Up 
front, the 49ers added Oliver Barnett from 
the Bills and bid farewell to Jackson, Dent, 
and Mann. Harris possibly will return, 

Young and the 1993 No. 1 draft choice, 
Dana Stubblefield, remain the keys. Their dis- 
ruptive style inside makes everything else 
happen. Said linebacker Gary Plummer: “No 
doubt in my mind Young was most valuable 
player.” Dennis Brown is the starting left end, 
but Seifert needs Todd Kelly, another 1993 
No. 1, or Troy Wilson to come through big 
time as a pass rusher. As insurance, he draft- 
ed Texas A&M's Antonio Armstrong in the 
sixth round and took a flyer on a kid named 
Herbert Coleman from tiny Trinity (IL) College 
as another raw pass-rushing prospect. 
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Norton and Plummer form the nucleus of 
the run-stuffing linebackers, with second-year 
find Lee Woodall outside. Woodall was a sixth- 
round pickup last year, providing hope for 
Armstrong and Coleman. Young Kevin 
Mitchell, Anthony Peterson, and Antonio Goss 
are special teams-type backup linebackers. 

To protect against the absence of 
Sanders, the 49ers signed cornerback/safe- 
ty Marquez Pope from the Rams. Pope can 
either replace strong safety Tim McDonald 
or play the corner. Likewise, ex-cornerback 
Merton Hanks became an all-pro at free 
safety upon Sanders’ arrival. Eric Davis is 
the other cornerback, with Tyronne Drake- 
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ford another possible replacement for 
Sanders. Toi Cook is the veteran nickel back 
and reserve, along with Dedrick Dodge. 
Doug Brien had an excellent rookie year 
as place-kicker. Losing Carter puts a major 


49ERS VETERAN ROSTER 
no, name pos ht wt age college 


77 Adams, Theo... 300 30 Hawail 

77 Barnett, Oliver. 292 30 Kentucky 

79 Barton, Harris. 286 32 No. Carolina 
179 25 California 
290 28 Washington 
241 25 Wash.State 
188 31 Stanford 
285 26 Stanford 
178 26 Jville State 
270 26 USC 
184 29 Florida Stale 
185 25 Virginia Tech 
242 24 Florida State 
279 27 California 
228 29 No. Carolina 
232 25 Michigan 
185 28 lowa 
258 31 Memphis 

5-10 187 31 Oregon 

6-2 243 38 Pittsburgh 

6-4 230 33 Santa Clara 

6-2 245 31 Northeastern 

58 Kelly, Todd 6-2 259 25 Tennessee 

20 Loville, Derek, RB 5-10 205 27 Oregon 

71 Mann, Charles DE 6-6 272 35 Nevada 

46 McDonald, Tim...........8 6-2 215 31 usc 

69 Milstead, Rod. G 6-2 293 26 Delaware St. 

55 Mitchell, Kevin LB 6-1 260 25 Syracuse 

31 Moore, Derrick 6-1 227 28 NE Oklahoma 


86 Carolan, Brett... 

41 Cook, Toi... 

67 Dalman, Chris. 

25 Davis, Eric.. 

63. Deese, Derrick, 

33 Dodge, Dedrick........... 
22 Drakeford, Tyronne..... 
40 Floyd, William...... 

66 Gordon, Steve 

98 Goss, Antonio 

18 Grbac, Elvis... 

36 Hanks, Merton 

99 Harris, Tim 

25 Hicks, Clifford 

57 Jackson, Rickey ... 

84 Jones, Brent... 

90 Jordan, Darin. 


crimp in the kick-return area. They lost 
punter Klaus Wilmsmeyer to New Orleans, 
but with the addition of Stokes, the 49ers 
may become the first team to enter a season 
without the need for a punter. 


Marris, Horace 6-1 
Norton, Ken. LB 6-2 


230 25 Tennessee 
241 29 UCLA 


6-3 265 37 Brigham Yng 


LB 6-0 225 24 Notre Dame 
Plummer, Gary...........LB 6-2 247 36 California 
Pollack, Frank , 1 6-5 285 28 N. Arizona 
Pope, Marquez 5-10 193 25 Fresno State 
250 29 Portland State 
200 33 Miss. Val.St. 
a 195 27 San Diego St. 
21 i 185 28 Florida State 
61 Sapolu, Jesse.. 278 35 Hawaii 
76 Scrattord, Kirk. 265 29 Montana 
88 Singleton, Nate... 190 27 Grambling 
94 Stubblefield, Dana 302 25 Kansas 
64 Tamm, Ralph... 280 30 West Chester 
82 Taylor, John... 185 34 Delaware St. 
27 Walker, Adam... 210 28 Pittsburgh 
74 Wallace, Steve. 280 31 Auburn 
92 Wilson, Troy... 235 25 Pittsburg St. 
54 Woodall, Lee... 220 26 West Chester 
97 Young, Bryant . 276 24 Notre Dame 
8 Young, Steve... a 205 34 Brigham Yng 
DRAFTEES 
pos ht wt college 
217 UCLA 
280 Brigham Young 
204 Florida State 
230 Texas A&M 
284 Trinity (IL) 


fd. name 


1 Stokes, Ji. ..... 

4 Hanshaw, Tim. 

5 Ellison, O'Mar. a 
6 Armstrong, Antonio 

7 Coleman, Herb 


as the game's best quarterback by claim- 
ing the Super Bowl MVP award. 
thouschis of 49ers fans enjoyed that 
thrilling ride through the exciting, color- 
ful and informative pages of 49ERS RE- 
PORT, the ONLY publication Devoted Ex- 
clusively to the San Francisco 49ers! Now 
you can jump aboard and live the glory 
days of 49ers Football with your subscrip- 
tion to APERS REPORT!! 
Our editors will be at each game, every 


For an NFL-record fifth time, the San 
Francisco 49ers climbed to the summit and 
staked their claim as the greatest organi- 
zation in professional football history. And 
the Niners don't plan on resting on their 
laurels because they are committed to win- 
ning a SIXTH Super Bow! ring this season. 
That's right, the defending World Champi- 
ons have their sights set on Super Bowl XXX. 
And this journey promises to be every bit 
as exciting as last year's trip to the top of 
the league when your Niners twice beat the 
Cowboys ... when Jerry Rice set the all-time 
TD record and when Sea Young won an- 
other passing title and established himself 


practice and in the locker room, delivering 
to you the inside story on your favorite play- 
ers, coaches and front office ... plus game 
previews, stats, standings and game pre- 
dictions. 

That's right, all of that and much, much 
more when you subscribe to 49ERS RE- 
PORT, the publication that will make you 
the most-informed Niners fan around, 
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NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


The defense that had carried the Saints from 
oblivion to the threshold of success finally dis- 
integrated last year, leaving New Orleans with 
regrets over what might have been. Ordinari- 
ly, a defense as solid as the one the Saints 
used to have needs only average help from 
the offense to get over the top. But putting it all 
together is a goal that has eluded this fran- 
chise from its beginnings, leaving it as the 
only team never to have won a playoff game. 
Fortunately, the Saints get company this 
season in the form of expansion 
teams Carolina and Jack- 
sonville, but that only increas- 
es the pressure to produce 
before they do. Unfortu- 
nately, the Saints became 
unwilling contributors to 
the initial building of 
those new franchises. 
The Panthers hired linebackers Sam Mills and 
Darion Conner and punter Tommy Barnharat 
from the Saints. The Jaguars took linebackers 
Joel Smeenge and James Williams and cor- 
nerback Vinnie Clark. Although none of those 
players were being groomed in New Orleans 
as the keys to rebuilding, the Saints can only 
hope none of them turn out to be replicas of 
Mel Gray, the Plan B discard who became an 
all-pro kick returner in Detroit and is still terror- 
izing special teams. 


100 


™ 


. 
* 


The Saints are holding their own by col- 
lecting players from other teams, starting 
with quarterback Jim Everett of the Rams 
last year and cornerback Eric Allen of the 
Eagles this year. If Allen can offer a similar 
boost to the defense that Everett provided 
the offense, coach Jim Mora will be on his 
way. “Jim's contribution to this team was 
above and beyond what | anticipated 
when we made the trade,” Mora said. “He 
leads by example, because nobody works 
harder than he does." 

Everett saved the Saints from total 
embarrassment last season by carrying the 
offense and covering up for defensive 
shortcomings with the best season a Saints’ 
quarterback ever had. His 3,855 passing 
yards and 64.1 completion percentage 
were club records, He was one shy of the 
club TD mark with 22. At age 32, Everett is 
just entering his prime, the Saints think, 
leaving second-year backup Doug Nuss- 
meier plenty of time to develop. Talking ex- 
Cardinal Timm Rosenbach into an NFL 
comeback was an interesting move, but 
Rosenbach is an emergency measure at 
this juncture in Everett's career. “Jim's a 
young 32, “ said Mora. “He's in great shape, 
he's got a great attitude, and he became a 
team leader as soon as he got here.” 

The team leader part cannot be overem- 
phasized, because Everett got what Mora 


1954 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Andersen 116 points on 32 extra ide 

and 28 field goals... ert 
RUSHING—Bates, 579 yards on 151 cartes, 

HA SD Noes. Sa a ena 13th 
PASSING—Everett, 346 of 540 attempts for 

3,855 yards and 22 TDs...... conn 
RECEIVING—Early, 82 receptions for B94 yards, 

TOS BVA TDS erotics annacns iano ten: Sth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Spencer, 5 for 24 ey 

48 average..... 

Clark, 5 for 149 yards, 29.8 average... 
PUNTING—Bambhardt, 67 punts, 43, 6 avg., 

fanQeSt 57 YarUs A -teohecenctucracriatsierancertuy 4th 
PUNT RETURNS Hughes 21 for 143 yards, 


5 vs. Green Bay at Madison 
11 AEN. Giants (N) 
SEATTLE 
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believes is a bad rap in Los Angeles, where 
he was perceived as looking out more for his 
own health than for the welfare of the team. 
With the Saints, Everett has the makings of 
more support than he’s ever been able to 
enjoy. With the Rams, there never seemed 
to be the balance of run and pass that 
makes any quarterback more effective. 

Last year, the emergence of rookie run- 
ning back Mario Bates provided a glimpse 
of future possibilities. After suffering a bro- 
ken jaw in a barroom brawl with his own 
teammate and blocking back, Lorenzo 
Neal, Bates couldn't make his debut until the 
Saints were 2-5. He finished with 579 yards 
and showed the kind of big-time inside-out- 
side running talent that makes him a player 
to watch. Although he became the fourth 
rookie in a row to lead the Saints in rushing, 
Bates doesn't figure to allow the team to 
keep up that dubious streak of happen- 
stance, even though he will be joined in the 


backfield by Notre Dame fullback Ray Zel- 
lars, who has been compared favorably with 
Jerome Bettis. With Zellars and Bates, the 
Saints could produce their best running 
game in years, which Mora will admit 
wouldn't take a whole lot. With Derek Brown 
as a change of pace and leading receiving 
threat out of the backfield, much pressure 
should be off Everett, 

For targets, Everett has deep threat 
Michael Haynes, the still-developing Tor- 
rance Small, and last year's club leader, 
Quinn Early. The trio is joined by second-year 
men Derrell Mitchell and Tyrone Johnson and 
this year's sixth-round pick, Lee DeRamus of 
Wisconsin, who could be a steal if he is 
healthy. Tight end Wesley Walls caught 38 
passes, four for touchdowns, and blocking 
tight end Irv Smith caught 41 as Everett 
showed few favorites in his balanced pass- 
ing attack. Although Haynes has the reputa- 
tion for the deep ball, it was Small who led the 
team in average per catch at 14.7 yards. 

A bonus for Everett is the pass blocking 
of his offensive line, led by all-pro Willie Roaf, 
who dominated at left tackle in only his sec- 
ond season and his first on that side, Roaf is 
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arare breed who will do wonders for the con- 
fidence and longevity of any quarterback. 
Left guard Jim Dombrowski returned to out- 
standing form last season and gives Everett 
added peace of mind. Center Jeff Uhlien- 
hake, right guard Chris Port, and right tackle 
Richard Cooper all had good years. Their 
health is critical because the Saints are thin 
up front. Wisconsin's Mike Verstegen, a 
third-rounder, becomes a key backup. 

Mora hired ex-Viking Monte Kiffin to 
change the defense from the 3-4 to the 4-3, 
and the drafting of linebacker Mark Fields 
No. 1 is a first step toward returning to 
prominence. Losing Mills was a psychologi- 
Cal as well as physical blow, because few 
players contribute as much as Mills did toa 
franchise. Teamed with second-year man 
Winfred Tubbs and ex-Seahawk Rufus 
Porter, Fields should help the Saints put the 
past behind them. Defensive end Wayne 
Martin is coming off the finest year Mora has 
seen any Saint have and he is expected to 
continue his dominance inside in the new 
front next to second-year man Joe Johnson, 
also switching from end. Renaldo Turnbull 
will move from linebacker to right end and 
fourth-round rookie Dameian Jeffries of 
Alabama has a chance to compete for the 
spot at left end. The Saints will miss the 
retired Frank Warren. 

Allen had an off year in Philadelphia, so a 
comeback is crucial if the Saints are to 
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improve an area of need. Jimmy Spencer is 
the other cornerback and two rookies, 
William Strong of North Carolina State and 


Travis Davis of Notre Dame, will get every 
chance to play, as will Kick returner Tyrone 
Hughes. Vince Buck is a converted corner 
who is now the free safety. Sean Lumpkin is 
the strong safety of the moment. 

Replacing Barnhardt will be ex-49er 
Klaus Wilmsmeyer, who was practically idle 
in the San Francisco offense. Morten Ander- 
sen is still going strong as the oldest Saint, 
starting year 14. Hughes was sensational 
returning punts and kickoffs. 
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no. name pos ht wi age college 
Alle, EPIC .....esssssessssue §-10 180 30 Arizona Stale 
7 Andersen, Morten......K 6-2 221 35 Michigan St. 
24 Bates, Mario..... 6-1 217 23 Arizona State 
Bavaro, David... 6-0 228 29 Syracuse 
10 Blanchard, Cary 6-1 225 27 Oklahoma St. 
86 Botkin, Kirk. 6-2 233 25 Arkansas 
21 Brown, Derek... 5-9 186 25 Nebraska 
26 Buck, Vince. 6-0 198 28 Central St. 
45 Byrd, Israel... 5-11 184 25 Utah State 
74 Carroll, Herman 6-4 265 25 Miss, State 
71 Cooper, Richard 6-5 290 31 Tennessee 
76 Davidson, Jeff.. 6-5 309 28 Ohio State 
56 Dixon, Ernest... 6-1 250 24 So. Carolina 


72 Dombrowski, Jim... 
32 Dunbar, Vaughn 
89 Early, Quinn. 
17 Everett, Jim... 
91 Goff, Robert. 
98 Hanna, Jim... 

Harvey, Richard. 
81 Haynes, Michael 
33 Hughes, Tyrone. 


6-5 298 32 Virginia 

AB 5-10 204 27 Indiana 
WR 6-0 190 31 lowa 

QB 6-5 212 32 Purdue 
DE 6-3 270 30 Auburn 
NT 6-4 255 24 Louisville 
LB 6-1 242 29 Tulane 
WR 6-1 180 30 N, Arizona 
5-9 175 26 Nebraska 


94 Johnson, Joe... 6-4 280 23 Louisville 
80 Johnson, Tyrone........WR 5-11 171 24 Western State 
27 Jones, Selwyn... 6-0 185 26 Colorado St. 
68 Kline, Alan... 6-5 277 25 Ohio State 


5-9 177 26 Nebraska 
6-0 206 26 Minnesota 
6-5 275 30 Arkansas 


43 Legelte, Tyrone. 
46. Lumpkin, Sean. 
93 Martin, Wayne... 


44 McCleskay, J.J... 5-7 177 26 Tennessee 
67 McCollum, Andy 6-5 270 26 Toledo 
88 Mitchell, Derrell.........WR 5-9 190 24 Texas Tech 


25 Muster, Brad. 
22 Neal, Lorenzo 
36 Ned, Derrick... 
60 Novitsky, Craig 
13 Nussmeier, Doug 


RB 6-4 235 31 Stanlord 
RB 5-11 240 25 Fresno State 
RB 6-1 220 27 Grambling 
CG 6-5 295 25 UCLA 

QB 6-2 212 25 Idaho 


70 Port, Chris... 6-5 290 28 Duke 
Porter, Rufus. 6-1 227 31 Southem 
84 Rhem, Steve. 6-2 212 24 Minnesota 
77 Roat, William 300 26 La. Tech 
78 Roth, Tom...... 285 27S, Illinois 
83 Small, Torrance, 201 25 Alcorn State 
82 Smith, Irv 246 24 Notre Dame 


37 Spencer, Jimmy. 180 27 Florida 
54 Tubbs, Winfred ........WB 6-4 250 25 Texas 
97 Tumbull, Renaldo.......LB 6-4 250 30 West Virginia 


62 Uhlenhake, Jef...,...... 284 30 Ohio State 
85 Walls, Wesley 250 30 Mississippi 
73 Warren, Frank 290 36 Auburn 

65, Williams, Willie... 295 28 LSU 


210 28 Louisville 
239 27 Vanderbilt 


10 Wilmsmeyer, Klaus...P 6-1 
92 Winston, DeMond.......LB 


DRAFTEES 
ra.name pos fit wt college 
1 Fields, Mark... «LB 6-1 244 Washington Stale 
2 Zellars, Ray...... 


«RB 5-11 228 Notre Dame 


3 Verstegen, Mike 305 Wisconsin 


4 Jeffries, Dameian ........ 277 Alabama 

5 Strong, William........... 187 N.C. State 
6 DeRamus, Lee. WR 6-0 200 Wisconsin 
7 Davis, Travis ...........00 S 6-0 192 Notre Dame 
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ATLANTA FALCONS 


The Denver Broncos tried it in the AFC and 
the Atlanta Falcons continue to go for it in 
the NFC: winning without any regard for 
defense. If successful, the Falcons will have 
revolutionized football and stomped out a 
whole dictionary of cliches. 
With the addition of Eric Metcalf and J.J. 
Birden to alleviate the loss of 
Andre Rison, coach June 
Jones has the makings for 
another highly effective run- 
and-shoot attack. Plans to 
get Metcalf the ball in 
the open field from the 
slot receiver sound like 
dreams the Cleveland 
Browns never could 
develop. The apparent maturing of quarter- 
back Jeff George is a scary thing for oppos- 
ing defenses to behold. The emergence of 
Terance Mathis made Rison expendable. 
The resurrection of Craig Heyward provides 
an unexpected luxury dimension. 
But the same question remains; Once 
the Falcons get a lead, how do they hold it? 
They had a lead in 14 of the 16 games they 
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played last year. They had the lead in the 
fourth quarter in 12 of the 16 games. They 
had the lead at the two-minute warning in 11 
of the 16 games. Yet they finished with a 7-9 
record. You figure it out. They beat only one 
team with a winning record, the Chargers— 
without quarterback Stan Humphries. They 
won four games against last-place teams. 
Defensive coordinator Jim Bates was let go 
after only one year and an ill-fated scheme 
that pass rusher Chris Doleman criticized 
after one game. The new coordinator, Joe 
Haering, was promoted from within the staff 
and will play a more conventional 4-3. 
Outscoring teams still appears to be the 
best chance Jones has to win soon, With 
George starting his second year in the run- 
and-shoot, the prospects are bright for more 
high-scoring days. George started every 
game and displayed toughness that had 
become a question in Indianapolis. Any run- 
and-shoot quarterback is going to get his 
share of hits, so his resilience was welcome. 
So is his rifle arm and quick release. He 
went 279 passes without an interception, yet 
still wound up with 18 interceptions, so he 
must continue to work on not giving up big 
plays. Re-signing Bobby Hebert provides 


Jones with an accomplished backup for 
George in case of injury or a slump. Not 
many teams have such a luxury. 

Getting rid of Rison could mean addition 
by subtraction if all his distractions are con- 
sidered. For all his talent, he was a pain in 
the neck for Jones or any coach who thinks 
that showing up on time, for example, is 
important. Mathis was phenomenal, gaining 
more than 500 of his 1,342 receiving yards 
after the catch, demonstrating that small 
stature is not without its advantages. He 
proved more elusive than Rison and also got 
into the end zone more often. 

The addition of Metcalf is a grand exper- 
iment to complement Mathis as a slot receiv- 
er. The Falcons think the run-and-shoot is 
the answer to the question the Browns gave 
up asking: how to get Metcalf the ball in the 
open field. Jones also sees Metcalf as a 
change-of-pace running back playing 
beside Heyward or without him. Even if Met- 
calf fails on both counts, he can help the Fal- 
cons as a premier kick-return man. 

Birden gives George a complementary 
outside speed receiver opposite young 
Bert Emanuel. Birden can get open and get 
deep and Emanuel was outstanding play- 
ing receiver as a rookie after a college 
career at quarterback. Once he starts to 
react rather than think, Emanuel will be 
doubly dangerous. 

Heyward fits nicely into the run-and- 
shoot because, despite his size, he is a nifty 
back who can catch as well as provide 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Johnson 95 points on 32 extra points 

and 21 field gcals..... soeoeanoee DOT 
RUSHING-—Heyward, 719 vats on 183: calties, 

4.3 avg., 7 TDS..... ssosnsnoel OL 
PASSING—George, 322 of 524 allempls for 

3,734 yards and 23 TDS..... Abr cura 
RECEIVING—Mathis, 111 veceplons for 

1,342 yaids, 12.1 avg, 11 TDs... 
INTERCEPTIONS—Johnson, 5 for 0 ya, 


O.0 average: sosnstsneedl OM 
PUNTING.~Alander ral punts, 39.94v9.. 

HINGES GT VATS op ncrttgenescheits one bieretoathannnsnt bs {2th 
PUNT RETURNS—Verdin, 23 for 113 yards, 

49 average... syed 2th 


KICKOFF RETURNS —Verdin, ‘Ad tor 1, 026 yards 
23.3 average... 
SACKS-—Smith, 11.0 sacks 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 5 At Philadelphia (N) 
11 MIAMI(N) 
19 CLEVELAND (N) 
25 AtButlalo(N) 
1995 SCHEDULE 1994 SCORES 
September 3. 


10 AtSan Fransisco. 

17 At New Orleans 

24 NY.JETS........ 
Oclober = . 
12 AtSt. Louis (N).. 
22 At Tampa Bay... 
29 DALLAS... 


19. ST.LOUS. 
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George with exceptional protection. There 
isn’t a better blocking back in football. Due 
to the retirement of venerable left tackle 
Mike Kenn, Heyward may be forced to 
block more often. Kenn leaves a huge hole 
that right tackle Bob Whitfield appears 
ready to fill because Whitfield starred at that 
position in college. Of bigger concern is the 
hole Whitfield will leave at right tackle, 
where the Falcons are counting heavily that 
Lincoln Kennedy won't be too heavy. If he is 
better suited to guard and can’t handle the 
outside rushers, trouble looms. Inside, the 
Falcons are set with athletic center Roman 
Fortin and mauling guard Mike Zandofsky 
opposite big Dave Richards 

Jones would love to have so little to 
worry about on defense, the key to 
Atlanta's success. Signing outside line- 
backer Darryl Talley from Buffalo follows a 
pattern of bringing in hard-working pro- 
ductive players from other regimes that 
started two years ago with Pierce Holt and 
continued last season with Clay Matthews. 
The question is whether their contributions 
can match their enthusiasm. In the case of 
Doleman, the result was so negative it 
threatened to unglue the team before it 
had a chance to jell. Doleman, still a good 
pass rusher when healthy and motivated, 
is coming off foot surgery and will be 
turned loose to do the only thing he does 
well—rush upfield. 

The Falcons remain small on defense 
and not necessarily fast, with Matthews and 
Talley flanking inside linebacker Jessie 
Tuggle. Third-rounder Lorenzo Styles will 
help. The outside rush of Chuck Smith pro- 
duced 11 sacks last year, but Smith is a 
specialist who can't help stop the run and is 
coming off serious knee surgery. Under- 
sized Moe Gardner remains an overachiev- 
ing inside force who would benefit with 
more help. Jumpy Geathers jumped ship in 
yet another contract dispute, so there is 
plenty of room up front, where Holt is so 
beat up he has lost his ability to make many 
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plays. Lester Archambeau was playing 
ahead of Doleman at times a year ago and 
is a good backup. 

In the secondary, the Falcons expect 
the return of safety Roger Harper from a 
broken arm will help solidify an area left 
reeling when Deion Sanders bolted. Harper 
is a potential star in the Joey Browner mold 
at free safety and his presence may result in 
a move by veteran Kevin Ross to strong 
safety, but first-rounder Devin Bush of Flori- 
da State could push. Cornerback D.J. John- 
son had an excellent season with five 
interceptions, and the Falcons hope sec- 
ond-year man Anthony Phillips is ready to 
replace Darnell Walker on the left side. 
Phillips is big, fast, and raw and his devel- 
opment is a key ingredient. Second- 
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Frank Gansz, Assistant Head Coach/ 
Special Teams 

Milt Jackson, Assistant Head Coach/ 
Wide Receivers 

Joe Haering, Defensive Coordinator 
Darrel Davis, Quarterbacks 

Bill Kollar, Defensive Line 

Ollie Wilson, Running Backs 

Bob Palcic, Offensive Line 

Keith Armstrong, Defensive Assistant 
Rod Rust, Defensive Assistant 

Tim Jorgensen, Strength & Conditioning 


rounder Ronald Davis could be a factor. 
Brad Edwards and Rich Miano will serve as 
backups in the middle. 

Special teams under coach Frank 
Gansz figure to be a tremendous Falcon 
strength. Metcalf and ex-Bear Nate Lewis 
will more than replace Clarence Verdin as 
the kick-return specialist. The signing of 
former Buccaneer Dan Stryzinski provides 
an underrated and excellent punter. And 
nobody kicks field goals more consistently 
than Norm Johnson, who has made an 
astonishing 52 of his last 57 kicks in his 
last 34 games. 
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no. name pos ht wt age college 
68 Ages, Mél......seeDE 6-5 298 27 Illinois 


73 Anderson, Dunstan.....DE 6-4 260 25 Tulsa 
32 Anderson, Jamal.........RB 5-10 246 24 Utah 

92 Archambeau, Lester....DE 6-5 275 29 Stanford 

Birden, J.J....... WR 5-9 165 31 Oregon 

25 Case, Scott... 5 61 188 34 Oklahoma 
56 Doleman, Chris DE 6-5 275 34 Pillsburgh 
20 Edwards, Brad.. 6-2 207 30 So. Carolina 
87 Emanuel, Bert... WR 5-10 171 25 Rice 
48 Ford, Datryl...u.LB 6-1 225 30 New Mex. St 
65 Fortin, Roman... 6-5 295 29 San Diego St 
67 Gardner, Moe... 6-2 261 27 Illinois 

1 George, Jeff. QB 6-4 218 28 Illinois 

50 George, Ron..............lB 6-2 225 26 Stanford 
53 Gordon, Dwayne......... LB 6-1 231 26 NewHamp. 
47 Harper, Roger... 8 6-2 223 25 Ohio State 
82 Harris, Leonard oWR 5-8 166 35 Texas Tech 
3 Hebert, Bobby .. OB 6-4 215 35 NWLouisiana 
34 Heyward, Craig......... .RB 5-11 260 29 Pittsburgh 
95 Holt, Pierce....., 6-4 275 34 Angelo State 
39 Jack, Eric .... 5-10 177 24 New Mexico 
44 Johnson, DJ... 6-0 183 29 Kentucky 

9 Johnson, Norm ~K 6-2 203 36 UCLA 

8 Jones, Preston.............QB 6-3 223 25 Georgia 

78 Kenn, MIKE....cureeeeeend 6-7 286 40 Michigan 
66 Kennedy, Lincoln... 6-6 335 25 Washington 


7 Klein, Perry....... 6-2 214 25 C.W. Post 
88 Le Bel, Harper. TE 6-4 248 32 Colorado St 
86 LYONS, MitCH..........e0s00 6-4 255 26 Michigan St. 


5-10 177 29 New Mexico 
6-2 245 40 use 

5-10 190 28 Texas 

6-1 200 33 Hawaii 

202 28 Houston 
217 25 TX. A&M- 


81 Mathis, Terance 
57 Matthews, Clay........... 
21 Metcalf, Eric. ...cccccssee 
38 Miano, Rich .............. 
22 Montgomery, Alton.....5 6-0 
26 Phillips, Anthony ....... S 60 


5ARitcher, JiM............0.4 6-3 273 38 N.C.Slate 
15 Rogers, Joe WR 5-7 161 25 Tx. Southern 
36 Ross, Kevin...... CB 5-9 182 34 Temple 


83 Sanders, Ricky...........WR 5-11 180 33 SW Texas S. 
37 Shelley, Elbert............0B 5-11 185 31 Arkansas St. 
90 Smith, Chuck... 254 26 Tennessee 


84 Spencer, Darryl . 172 26 Miami 
Stryzinski, Dan.. 195 31 Indiana 
Talley, Darryl..... 235 35 West Virginia 


52 TIppins, K@N........0bB 6-1 
61Tobeck, Robbie... 
58 Tuggle, Jessie 
4 Tyner, Scott... 
Vinson, Tony. 
45 Walker, Darnell........... 
46 Washington, Charies...CB 6-1 
70 Whitfield, Bob...........7 6-5 
69 Williams, Thomas... = 
72 Zandoisky, Mike.......... G 6-2 


235 29 Middle Tenn. 
275. 26 Washington St. 
230 31 Valdosta State 
189 24 Oklahoma St. 
229 25 Towson State 
164 26 Oklahoma 
217 29 Cameron 

308 24 Stanford 

274 25 Wyoming 
305 30 Washington 


DRAFTEES 
fd. name pos ht wh college 
1 Bush, Devin........0.5 5-11 207 Florida State 


2 Davis, Ronald..... 
3 Styles, Lorenzo .. 


CB 5-10 199 Tennessee 

LB 6-1 238 Ohio State 

5 Preston, Roell WR 5-10 182 Mississippi 

6 Hall, Travis..... DE 6-5 274 Brigham Young 
7 Burrough, John..........DE 6-5 259 Wyoming 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


ST. LOUIS RAMS 


Already winners at the box office and win- 
ners in the NFL owners’ voting booth, the 
Rams now have the daunting task of pro- 
ducing winners on the field. They have 
moved to owner Georgia Frontiere’s home 
town, where she will be better able than 
ever to attend to her philanthrop- 
ic endeavors, thanks to the 
largesse of a city desperate 
» for football. 
} m\ Philanthropy isn’t what 
aA aw the fans have in mind, 
: At | but they will no doubt be 
2 more patient with Fron- 
tiere than they were with 
Bill Bidwill, whose Cardinals always had to 
be identified with the adjective “football” to 
distinguish them from their more popular 
and famous cousins from another sport. 
Unfortunately, the Rams must start playing 
in Busch Stadium, sharing it with baseball 
while their new football-only dome is being 
.completed. This will not speed the process 
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SCORING—Zendejas 82 points on 28 extra points 

NM 18 field GOAUS <ssscssccesssescsessersenesnrserseimassenvond 15th 
RUSHING—Bettis, 1,025 yards on 319 carries, 
ROEIIRAS | Deca erent ee eee 5th 
PASSING—Miller, 173 of 317 attempts for 

2,104 yards and 16 TDs 
RECEIVING—Bailey, 58 recept 
BO AVG sccsseconnseunnmromntranedenesecrenertecat Ti8th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Pope, 3 for 66 sais 

22.0 average ..... 

Henley, 3 for 46 yards, 453 average. 
PUNTING—Landeta, 78 punts, 44.8 avg., 

longest 62 yards..... ee tiSt 
PUNT RETURNS Kinch, 46 for 158 yards, 

9.9 average ...unranked 
KICKOFFR RETURNS—Kinchen, 24 tor 510 yards, 

24.3 average... 
SACKS—Young, 6. 5 sacks 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 


5 AtSeattle (N) 

12 At Los Angeles (N) 
18 At Jacksonville (N) 
25 AtSan Diego (N) 


17 WASHINGTON... 


of gaining a separate identity and creating 
distance from the past. The football Cardi- 
nals were not always the worst show in town, 
so fans are not expected to remain wide- 
eyed over the Rams. 

While the move may be a no-lose 
proposition for Frontiere and her cash reg- 
ister, itis a difficult situation for new coach 
Rich Brooks, who must quickly establish 
an identity for himself after years of relative 
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obscurity in Oregon. In St. Louis, they 
remember the failure of Bud Wilkinson— 
and they even knew who he was before he 
came. Fortunately for quarterback Chris 
Miller, and fortunately for Brooks, the two 
men knew each other at Oregon. The rela- 
tionship could do wonders for the job 
security of both. Miller continued to strug- 
gle with injuries last year and never started 
more than three games in a row. He did 
that three separate times, no way to estab- 
lish continuity. Miller never has played a 
full season in his eight-year career and 
hasn't played more than 10 games since 
1991. But nobody knows him better than 
Brooks, who will give him every opportuni- 
ty to resurrect a once-promising future. 
Getting rid of backup Chris Chandler was 
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the first step. He will be replaced by young 
Tommy Maddox. 

Losing top wide receiver Flipper Ander- 
son to Indianapolis was not part of Brooks's 
plan, but the Rams expect second-year man 
Isaac Bruce to step forward and they signed 
speedy Alexander Wright from the Raiders 
to play the other side. Two backups have a 
chance to play more prominent roles and 
Brooks would welcome either Todd Kinchen 
or Turhon O'Bannon to answer the call. Vet- 
eran Jessie Hester is good insurance. At 
tight end, Miller has a potential star in Troy 
Drayton, who led the club with six touch- 
down catches and is just coming into his 
own entering his third season. Rickey Brady 
and Ron Middleton provide depth and the 
Rams spent a fourth-round choice for Lovell 
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“wa Pinkney of Texas, a wide receiver in college 
a who is too big to play the position as a pro. 
$ Jerome Bettis slipped from a sensation- 
al rookie season in 1993 to a 3.2-yard rush- 
Ma ing average in '94, more a reflection of a 
No. 21-ranked offense than the cause. In 
2 the last seven games, Bettis averaged only 
2.4 yards with no runs longer than 12 
yards. In the last 18 games, he scored just 
one touchdown and had three all year after 
scoring seven as a rookie. Gunning for 
2,000 yards, he managed only 1,025, far 
short of his talent and expectations. Some- 
how, Brooks and offensive coordinator 
Jack Reilly will have to find a way to 
unleash him. Tim Lester is the fullback, with 
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Rich Brooks, Head Coach 

Johnny Roland, Assistant Head 
Coach/Running Backs 

Jack Reilly, Offensive Coordinator/Quarterbacks 
Willie Shaw, Defensive Coordinator/Cormerbacks 
Nick Aliotti, Safeties 

Steve Brown, Defensive Assistant 

Chris Clausen, Strength & Conditioning 
Steve Greatwood, Offensive Line/Tight Ends 
Mike Martz, Receivers 

Don Pollard, Defensive Line 

Dan Radakovich, Offensive Line 

Jack Ramsdell, Offensive Assistant 

Dick Selcer, Linebackers 

Wayne Sevier, Special Teams 


y ANY 
David Lang, James Bostic, and third-down 
back Johnny Bailey providing the change 
of pace, although Miller ended up the 
team’s second-leading rusher last year, not 
a good idea. 

The Rams need to upgrade an offensive 
line that used to be the foundation of the 
franchise. Second-year man Wayne Gandy 
is the left tackle and second-rounders 
Zach Wiegert of Nebraska and Jesse 
James of Mississippi State were brought in 
to help Darryl Ashmore convince ancient 
right tackle Jackie Slater to stay retired. 
Bringing Jesse James to Missouri shows 
the Rams retain their sense of humor. They 
think he could be a steal. The exit of free 
agent Tom Newberry to Pittsburgh paves 
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the way for newcomer Dwayne White of the 
Jets and holdover Keith Loneker to take 
over at the guards. Loneker started last 
season but got hurt. Bern Brostek is the 
center, with Blair Bush, Leon Goeas, Ron 
Edwards, and Chuck Belin battling for 
reserve positions. 

Drafting Florida pass rusher Kevin Carter 
No. 1 should give the defense the boost it 
needs after moving up from 24th to 16th in 
the rankings. Tackle Sean Gilbert, ham- 
pered by sore shoulders, had only one sack 
the last nine games and three all season, a 
far cry from his 1993 Pro Bowl performance. 
Brooks expects to move him to left end 
opposite weak-side rusher Cartr, with Jim- 
mie Jones and DeMarco Farr slated for the 
inside spots, pushed by Brad Ottis and 
David Rocker. Rush specialists Robert 
Young and Fred Stokes will vie for time. A 
wild-card as a rusher is Ernest Jones, a sec- 
ond-year man out of Oregon who had 13 
sacks for Brooks as a senior. 
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Picking up the speedy Carlos Jenkins 
from Minnesota and re-signing budding star 
Roman Phifer give the Rams a solid look at 
linebacker. Shane Conlan remains steady in 
the middle. He led the team with 106 tackles 
and kept playing hard when some team- 
mates didn’t. Henry Rolling, Thomas 
Homco, Joe Kelly, Brett Collins, and Chris 
Martin are backups. 

The loss of Darry! Henley in a drug case 
leaves the Rams thin at cornerback, where 
they picked up Anthony Parker from the 
Vikings to start opposite Todd Lyght. Steve 
Israel, Robert Bailey, Torin Dorn, and Dexter 
Davis offer some depth. The loss of 
safety/corner Marquez Pope to the 49ers 
also hurts. Toby Wright is the strong safety 
and Keith Lyle is the free safety with Anthony 
Newman and R.J. Kors in reserve, but the 
Rams drafted three defensive backs in 
rounds five and seven to challenge. 

Special teams were a disaster the Rams 
aim to fix, especially under new director of 
operations Steve Ortmayer, a former special- 


teams’ coach. They drafted Steve McLaugh- 
lin of Arizona to replace place-kicker Tony 
Zendejas. Sean Landeta led the league in 
gross punting average, bul the coverage 
teams gave up three touchdowns on punt 
returns and two on kickoff returns, so some- 
thing was definitely wrong. Kinchen, Bailey, 
and Lang provide a decent return trio. 


no, name pos 


77 Ashmore, Darryl.......... T 
21 Bailey, Johnny . Ri 
28 Bailey, Robert... 
71 Belin, Chuck ..... 
36 Beitis, Jerome... 
33 Bostic, James... 
49 Brady, Rickey... 
88 Brantley, Chris. 4 
61 Brostek, Bem .............- 
80 Bruce, isaac..... 
51 Bush, Blair... 
54 Collins, Brett 
56 Conlan, Shane. 
29 Davis, Dexter.... 
84 Drayton, Troy........ 
67 Edwards, Ronald... 
75 Farr, D'marco.., 
70 Gandy, Wayne. 
90 Gilbert, Sean... cssesad 
T9 GO2AS, LEO .........seseseu 
86 Hester, Jessie........... 
57 Homeco, Thomas......... 
31 Israel, Steve 

Jenkins, Carlos . 
72 Jones, Clarence 
50 Jones, Ernest ..., 
98 Jones, Jimmie... 
52 Kelly, Joe....... 
81 Kinchen, Todd............. 
5 Landeta, Sean... 
38 Lang, David... 
34 Lester, Tim... 
64 Loneker, Keith... 
41 Lyght, Todd 
35 Lyle, Keith......... 
8 Maddox, Tommy... 
53 Martin, Chris 


McCants, Keith . 
87 Middleton, Ron........3.. 
12 Miller, Chris 
26. Newman, Anthony 
95 Ottis, Brad......... 
27 Parker, Anthony . 
58 Phifer, Roman........... LB 
97 Robinson, Gerald. 
92 Rocker, David... 
59 Rolling, Henry... { 
82 Ross, Jermaine ........... 
78 Slater, Jackie...............7 
60 Stokes, Fred. 

White, Dwayne .. 
96. Williams, Jay .... 4 
89 Wright, Alexander .......WR 
32 Wright, Toby..... 
76 Young, Robert... 
10 Zendejas, Tony.......... 


fd. name 


1 Garter, Kevin 
2 Wiegert, Zach... 
2 James, Jesse...... \ 
3 McLaughlin, Steve......K 
4 Pinkney, Lovell.......... 
5 Scurlock, Mike............CB 
7 McBurrows, Gerald 
7 O'Berry, Herman 
7 Miller, Bronzell . 
7 Thomas, J.T...... 
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RAMS VETERAN ROSTER 


ht wt age College 


6-6 300 26 Northwestern 
5-8 180 29 Texas A&l 
5-9 176 27 Miami 

6-2 312 25 Wisconsin 
5-11 243 24 Notre Dame 
5-11 225 24 Auburn 

6-4 242 25 Oklahoma 
5-10 175 25 Rutgers 
6-3 300 29 Washington 
6-1 178 23 Memphis 
6-3. 275 39 Washington 
6-1 234 27 Washington 
6-3 235 32 Penn Stale 
5-10 180 26 Ciemson 
6-3 255 26 Penn State 
6-5 311 24N.C. AaT 
6-1 270 25 Washington 
6-4 289 25 Auburn 

6-4 315 26 Piltsburgh 
6-4 292 29 Hawaii 

5-11 175 33 Florida State 
6-0 245 26 Northwestern 
5-11 186 27 Pittsburgh 
6-3 217 27 Michigan St 
6-6 280 28 Maryland 
6-2 239 25 Oregon 

6-4 276 30 Miami 

6-2 235 31 Washington 
6-0 187 27 LSU 

6-0 210 34 Towson Stale 
5-11 213 29.N. Arizona 
5-9 215 28 £. Kentucky 
6-3 330 25 Kansas 

6-0 186 27 Notre Dame 
6-2 200 24 Virginia 
6-4 195 24 UCLA 

6-2 241 35 Auburn 
6-2 215 26 Weber State 
6-3 265 28 Alabama 
6-2 262 30 Aubum 

6-2 212 30 Oregon 
6-0 199 30 Oregon 

6-4 271 23 Wayne St. 
5-10 181 30 Arizona State 
6-2 230 28 UCLA 

6-3 262 33 Auburn 
267 27 Auburn 

225 30 Nevada 

192 25 Purdue 

6-4 285 42 Jackson State 
274 32 Georgia So. 
315 29 Alcor State 
266 24 Wake Forest 
6-0 195 28 Aubum 
203 25 Nebraska 
273 27 Miss. St. 
165 36 Nevada 


ht wt college 


6-6 274 Florida 
6-4 311 Nebraska 
6-4 325 Mississippi State 
6-1 170 Arizona 
6-4 248 Texas 

5-10 198 Arizona 
5-11 198 Kansas 

5-9 182 Oregon 

6-4 245 Utah 

5-11 175 Arizona State 


CAROLINA PANTHERS 


Jerry Richardson built Hardee's. Son Mark 
Richardson watched closely. Bill Polian built 
the Buffalo Bills. Mike McCormack helped 
build the Seattle Seahawks. Dom Capers 
helped coach the New Orleans Saints into 
their first playoff game and helped coach 
the Pittsburgh Steelers back to the playoffs. 
Together, they take on the task of building 
the Carolina Panthers. 
Richardson, who used to catch 
passes from Johnny Unitas 
when they were Baltimore 
_ Colts, has predicted a 
®) Super Bowl within 10 
> KW years, a tall order for 
¢ fo) oy) any expansion team. 
at | 


\ = But this is a man who 
we z JAYS) built a restaurant dyn- 


asty from a hamburg- 
er stand, so don't tell him about impossible 
dreams. Already, the Panthers have shown 
the NFL new ways of doing things by sell- 
ing “permanent seat licenses” to finance a 
new stadium. Rival NFL owners have 
scrambled to copy the brilliant idea of mak- 
ing fans pay twice for the privilege of 
attending a game. 

With free agency plus a generous help- 
ing of draft picks, the Panthers and Jack- 
sonville Jaguars have fewer excuses to fail 
than did the last two expansion additions, 
Seattle and Tampa Bay. Even before the 
draft, the Panthers had assembled the 
nucleus of a defense that fits the style of 
Capers and even consists of familiar 
names. A linebacking foursome of Lamar 
Lathon, Darion Conner, Sam Mills, and 
Frank Stams is not the worst way to start out 
trying to stop somebody. 

The Panthers were accused of overpay- 
ing for linemen such as Giants defensive 
tackle Mike Fox and Chiefs offensive tackle 
Derrick Graham (bonuses of $2 million and 
$1 million, respectively), but why save 
money now? After shelling out nearly $200 
million for the franchise, what's another mil- 
lion here and million there for players? They 
even gave place-kicker John Kasay a $1 
million bonus to jump from Seattle, demon- 
strating the audacious notion that they figure 
to get close enough to kick field goals. 

At the college draft, the Panthers unveiled 
a plan that surprised some onlookers by trad- 
ing the rights to Penn State running back Ki- 
Jana Carter so they could take his teammate, 
quarterback Kerry Collins. From the start, the 
quarterback had been their target. Criticized 
for selling Carter's price short, Polian argued 
the only two considerations were to make 
reasonably sure they could still get Collins 
and to get a second-round pick high enough 
to select another starter. With the 36th 
choice, they took defensive lineman Shawn 
King of Northeast Louisiana. Because they 
had the 36th pick, they were able to deal their 
32nd and 34th picks upward to 22nd and 
29th and land cornerback Tyrone Poole of 
Fort Valley State and offensive tackle Blake 
Brockermeyer of Texas. 

“We thought if we could get four first- 
rounders at almost any price, it would be 
a successful draft, and we did that," 
Polian said. 

The key was Collins. 

“| asked him, ‘Young man, have you ever 
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heard of the Lombardi Trophy?” Jerry 
Richardson said. Within the first minute of 
his introductory press conference, Collins 
showed he got the message by mentioning 
“Super Bowl” six times. It is an unusual mes- 
sage for an expansion team to send this 
early, but the Panthers aren't interested in 
beating around the bush. 

“This is the man we feel can help us 
reach our long-term goal,” Richardson said. 

“There's an axiom in football: You never 
pass up a quarterback,” McCormack said. 

Polian said McCormack reminded every- 
body he played on great Cleveland Browns 
teams with Jim Brown, the greatest running 
back ever, and they won only one champi- 
onship because they didn't have a great 
quarterback. Added Capers: “When you 
look around the NFL and talk about the num- 
ber of teams who do not have a topnotch 
quality quarterback and you look at the 


vs. Jacksonville at Canton, OH 


At Chicago (N) 
DENVER (N) 
At San Francisco 
N.Y. GIANTS 
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number of starters over 30 (16), it's astound- 
ing." To the charges that the Panthers could 
have extracted more picks for the rights to 
Carter, Polian said: “The goal is not to win 
the draft; it’s to win on Sundays.” 

Collins joins a quarterback group that 
already included veteran backups Frank 
Reich from the Bills and Jack Trudeau from 
the Colts and Jets. Former Dolphin Doug 
Pederson and a_ sixth-rounder, Jerry 
Colquitt, give the Panthers as much depth, 
experience, and promise at the most impor- 
tant position as several rivals. 

Who will run the ball? Any number of sus- 
pects. The Panthers figure they can plug in 
all kinds of bodies who will be able to give 
them at least a sample of the conservative, 
ball-control style they expect to play early in 
the franchise's development. Derrick Lassic 
of the Cowboys is looking for a chance to 
emerge from the shadow of Emmitt Smith. 
Ex-Brown Randy Baldwin, ex-Colt Dewell 
Brewer, ex-Bengal Eric Ball, and ex-Falcon 
Tony Smith all are looking for a chance. At 
fullback, ex-Bear Bob Christian and ex-Ram 
Howard Griffith have experience. The Pan- 
thers are so confident that somebody will 
come through, or that somebody will come 
loose from another team, that they did not 
draft a single prospect. 

Neither did the Panthers draft receivers, 
relying instead on expansion draftees and 
free agents like Mark Carrier of the Browns, 
Richard Buchanan of the Rams, Willie 
Green of the Lions, Charles Swann of the 
Broncos, and Eric Guiliford of the Vikings. At 
tight end, Polian signed ex-Bill Pete Metze- 
laars, an outstanding blocker for the running 
game, and another ex-Bill, Vince Marrow, 
along with ex-Redskin Kurt Haws. 

On the offensive line, Brockermeyer is 
the projected starter at right tackle, with ex- 
Chief Derrick Graham on the left side. They 
are backed by ex-49er Harry Boatswain, 
who also plays guard. They drafted center 
Frank Garcia from Washington in the fourth 
round to compete with ex-Redskin Matt 
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Elliott and ex-Charger Curtis Whitley. Carl- 
son Leomiti, Emerson Martin, Darryl Moore, 
Baron Rollins, Mike Finn, and Kevin Farkas 
all will compete for starting jobs. 

King could start at right end in Capers’ 
attacking 3-4 defense. The expensive sign- 
ing of Fox provides aleft end on first and sec- 
ond down and a left tackle on nickel downs. 
Ex-Bronco Greg Kragen is the nose tackle 
with Jeff Fields, Bill Goldberg, Mike Teeter, 
Shawn Price, Gerald Williams, and Mark 
Thomas all scrambling for playing time. Lath- 
on and Conner give Capers his pass-rushing 
linebackers and Mills will offer a great locker 
room presence and on-field coach who will 
be invaluable. Paul Butcher, Dave Garnett, 
Andre Powell, and William Sims are backups 


Dom Capers, Head Coach 

Vic Fangio, Defensive Coordinator 
Joe Pendry, Offensive Coordinator 
Don Breaux, Tight Ends 

George Catavolos, Defensive Backs 
Billy Davis, Outside Linebackers 
Cary Godette, Defensive Line 

Chick Harris, Running Backs 

Jim McNally, Offensive Line 

Chip Morton, Strenth 

Brad Seely, Special Teams 

Kevin Steele, Linebackers 

Richard Williamson, Wide Receivers 


to the strongest unit on the team. 

Poole's selection combined with their 
first choice in the expansion draft, ex-Patriot 
Rod Smith, puts emphasis at cornerback, 
where the Panthers know they will have to 
face the 49ers and the run-and-shoot Fal- 
cons twice a year. Ex-Steeler Tim McKyer 
and ex-Cardinal James Williams also are 
experienced corners. Ex-Oiler Bubba 
McDowell will anchor the safety position if 
healthy and ex-Saint Brett Maxie is the pro- 
jected free safety. 

Kasay and ex-Saint punter Tommy Barn- 
hardt are solid kickers. Ex-Buc Vernon Turner 
and Baldwin are among the better kick-return 


men and the whole roster is made up of play- 
ers willing and eager to covar 


23 Baldwin, Randy. ‘ 

42 Ball, EPC ....c-sercrorsnnesed 6-2 
6 Barnhardt, Tommy ......P 6-2 
82 Beebe, Don ...............WR 5-11 
65 Boatswain, Harry........7 6-4 
40 Brabham, Cary .. 6-0 
26 Brewer, Dewell .. 5-8 


89 Buchanan, Richard...... 
53 Butcher, Paul .......u..0 
B3 Carrier, Mark...........-.0 
44 Christian, Bob. 

Clifton, Gregory 
56 Conner, Dariom............ 
43 Cuthbert, Randy.........J 


6-0 
6-0 


5-11 
6-2 
6-2 


52 Elliott, Matt ....... GA 
79 Finn, Mike... §-4 
36 Foggie, Fred. 6-0 
93 Fox, Mike... 6-6 


5-9 
6-2 
6-2 


34 Fuller, Eddie.......... 
54 Garnett, Dave... 
32 Garrett, Judd 


96 Goldberg, Bill §-2 
74 Graham, Derrick 6-4 
33. Griffith, Howard. 6-0 
84 Guliford, Eric 5-8 


§-11 
6-5 
6-5 


24 Haller, Alan.. 
80 Hawkins, Steve.. 
82 Haws, Kurt ... 
4 Kasay, John. 
71 Kragen, Greg 
25 Lassic, Derrick... 
57 Lathon, Lamar... 
87 Marrow, Vince... 
39 Maxie, Brett... 
22 MckKyer, Tim 
88. Melzelaars, Pete 


6-3 


6-3 
6-3 
6-2 
6-1 
6-7 


51 Mills, Sam ... 5-9 
81 Mims, David 5-8 
76 Moore, Darry! 6-2 
31 O'neal, Brian ..... RB 6-0 
17 Pederson, Doug..........QB 6-3 
55 Powell, Andre... 6-1 
92 Price, Shawn DE 6-5 
14 Reich, Frank... OB 6-4 
63 Rodenhauser, Mark....C 6-5 
90 Rodgers, Tyrone 6-3 
72 Rollins, Baron... 6-4 
16 Rose, Barry ... 6-0 
15 Ryans, Larry. 5-11 
58 Sims, William ... 6-3 
21 Smith, Rod... §-11 


28 Smith, Tony .. 
50 Stams, Frank..... 
27 Swann, Charles. 


6+ 
6-2 
6-1 


91 Teeter, Mike...... 6-2 
75 Thomas, Mark... 6-5 
85 Tillman, Lawyer. 6-5 
10 Trudeau, Jack 6-3 


5-8 
6-2 
6-1 
6-3 


12 Weir, Eric...... 

64 Whitley, Curtis... 
98 Williams, Gerald 
20 Williams, James 


ro.name 


1 Collins, Kerry..... 
1 Poole, Tyrone al 
1 Brockermeyer, Blake ...OT 
2 King, Shawn.. ool 

4 Garcia, Frank. 
5 Senters, Michael 
5 Peterson, Andrew.........0G 


6 Strahan, Steve DT 6-2 
6 Colquitt, Jerry QB 6-3 
7 Cola, Chad.... S 60 
7 Reed, Michael ............. 


PANTHERS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wi age college 
Bailey, Carlton......,.... 6-3 235 31 No. Carolina 


5-10 216 28 Mississippi 


5-10 178 27 Northwestern 


5-10 225 27 Northwestern 


5-10 189 26 Georgia 


5-10 188 26 Alabama 


5-10 185 29 Fresno State 


220 30 UCLA 

207 33 No. Carolina 
180 31 Chadron State 
295 27 New Haven 
195 25 Smu 

199 26 Oklahoma 


230 32 Wayne State 
185 30 Nicholls State 


178 28 J.C. Smith 
245 28 Jackson State 
226 26 Duke 

285 U7 Wichigan 
300 28 Ar-Pine Bluff 
200 27 Minnesota 
275 28 West Virginia 
198 28 Lsu 

219 25 Stantord 

214 29 Princeton 
266 29 Georgia 

306 29 Appalachian 
226 28 Illinois 

165 26 Arizona State 
186 25 Michigan St. 
207 25 W. Michigan 
248 26 Ulah 


265 34 Utah State 


252 28 Houston 

251 27 Toledo 

194 34 Texas So. 
174 32 Tx.-Arlington 
254 36 Wabash 

225 37 Montclair St. 
191 25 Baylor 

292 27 utep 

233 26 Penn Slate 
209 28 NE Louisiana 
226 27 Penn State 
260 26 Pacific 

205 34 Maryland 
280 35 Illinois State 
266 27 Washington 
335 25 La. Tech 
185 27 Wi-Stvns Pt. 
182 24 TCU 

265 25 SW Louisiana 
187 26 Notre Dame 
224 26 S. Mississippi 
230 30 Notre Dame 
188 25 Indiana State 
260 28 Michigan 
273 27 N.C. State 
230 30 Auburn 

227 33 Illinois 

185 29 Carson-New. 
175 25 Vanderbilt 
288 27 Clemson 
288 32 Aubum 


wt college 


237 Penn State 
185 Fort Valley State 
300 Texas 

279 NE Louisiana 
290 Washington 
180 Northwestern 
319 Washington 
300 Baylor 

209 Tennessee 
184 Oregon 

176 Boston College 
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1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Butler 87 points on 24 extra ‘ual 

and 21 field goals..... meas 
RUSHING—Tillman, 809) yards on 275 catties,, 
PASSING—Walsh, 208 of 343 attempts for 

2,078 yards aNd 10 TDS s..sassunrojieensenienaiasesene Sth 
RECEIVING—Graham, 68 receptions for 944 yas, 

13.9 avg., 4 TDs..... saa 
INTERCEPTIONS—Woolford, 5 for 30 yards, 

6.0 average 
PUNTING._-Gardokd 76 punts, 37,8. avg 
longest 57 yards... soorceneesl th 
PUNT RETURNS. Gram, 15 or 140 yards, 
9.3 average..... 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Lewis, 35 tor 874 yards, 
25.0 average. 
SACKS_-Amstong, 7.5 sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 4 — CAROLINA(N) 
14 AtCleveland (N) 
20 ARIZONA (N) 
24 Al indianapolis (N) 


.untanked 


T14th 


1995 SCHEDULE 


15 At Jacksonville. 
22 HOUSTON... 
30: At Minnesota (N).... 4 
November 5 PITTSBURGH .ii.....cscsssecssssssecnee 


December 4 


CHICAGO BEARS 


When Bears’ coach Dave Wannstedt was 
defensive coordinator of the Cowboys, they 
won the Super Bow! without a single member 
of his defense going to the Pro Bowl. Such all- 
for-one and one-for-all anonymity is a plus in 
team sports, Wannstedt believes. Last year’s 
Bears were a similar no-name bunch that got 
to the playoffs and became the only NFC team 
to win a road game. They did it with a quarter- 
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back, Steve Walsh, who then became a free 
agent nobody wanted except the Bears. 

The free agents and trade acquisitions 
Wannstedt has collected are not high-profile 
types. One, Andy Heck, did an outstanding 
job in anchoring the offensive line by step- 
ping in at left tackle, not his best position. 
Another, Jeff Graham, wasn't needed in Pitts- 
burgh and became invaluable as the go-to 
receiver in Chicago. Wannst- 
edt is building a solid 
foundation from which 
he intends to surprise 
the whole league 

someday soon. Call 

them overachiev- 

ers, but call them 
smart overachievers. 
They led the league in fewest penalties, one 
of the little details Wannstedt figures will 
someday translate into a big deal. 

To demonstrate how ready they are, they 
selected a most familiar name in the draft, 
Heisman Trophy winner Rashaan Salaam, 
who instantly becomes their most recogniz- 
able player. He also is expected to provide 
instant credibility to a running attack that is 
the key to Wannstedt’s entire operation. 
Whether Erik Kramer or Walsh winds up the 
starting quarterback, his most important func- 
tion will be to hand off to Salaam. The Bears 
are trying to run a combination-style offense 
patterned after both the 49ers and Cowboys, 
featuring the short passes of the 49ers and 
the power running of the Cowboys. 

Kramer was supposed to be the starter 
last season until a shoulder injury paved the 
way for Walsh, who was 8-3 as a starter and 
wouldn't give up the job. Kramer again will 
get every opportunity to earn his more than 


$2 million salary, while Walsh tries to improve 
upon his $1.5 million fee. Wannstedt knows 
he has all the disadvantages as well as the 
potential advantages of a two-headed mon- 
ster at the most important position. Unless he 
wins every game, his decision of who plays 
quarterback will be wrong. 

Salaam joins last year’s fourth-round 
find, Raymont Harris, in a backfield that will 
attempt to get along without a conventional 
fullback. Harris thinks of himself as the 
“ultra” back, a do-everything threat the 
Bears agree will share the load with Salaam. 
The Bears picked up Anthony Johnson from 
the Jets and Darrell Thompson from the 
Packers to join third-down back Robert 
Green as backups. Salaam, who joined 
Marcus Allen, Mike Rozier, and Barry 
Sanders as 2,000-yard Heisman Trophy 
winners in college, now joins a team that 
boasts the greatest running backs in NFL 
history, from Red Grange and Bronko 
Nagurski to Gale Sayers and Walter Payton. 
It is a tall order for a 20-year-old, the same 
age as Payton was as a rookie 20 years ago. 

At receiver, the Bears added New Eng- 
land speedster Michael Timpson to pres- 
sure third-year man Curtis Conway and 
complement last year’s trade find Graham, 
who was the club's best offensive player. 
Timpson and Conway will offer two deep 
threats the likes of which the Bears never 
have had, and Graham is a big-play inter- 
mediate target who came into his own in 
Chicago. Wannstedt thinks he got another 
outstanding prospect in speedy little Jack 
Jackson of Florida in the fourth round. Tight 
end is a concern because Chris Gedney 
has been hurt for two years, leaving he job 
to Keith Jennings and Ryan Wetnight. None 


109 


of them are great blockers, a shortcoming 
on a team that likes to run. 

The offensive line proved better than 
expected last year but will need to rebound 
from the retirement of venerable left guard 
Mark Bortz. Left tackle Heck is solid, backed 
by former starter Troy Auzenne. Right tackle 
James Williams surprised everybody by 
coming through in his first season as a 
starter following a conversion from defense. 
The center is Jerry Fontenot and the right 
guard is Jay Leeuwenburg, with left guard a 
battle between Todd Perry and second-year 
prospect Marcus Spears with third-rounder 
Evan Pilgrim of BYU a factor. Todd Burger 
and Scott Adams provide depth. 

Wannstedt's defense, 24th against the 
tush last season but 13th overall, undergoes 
changes in every area. A trade of left end 
Trace Armstrong, the team's top sacker with 
7.5, means the coach has great confidence in 
the players who are left. It marks the second 
year in a row the Bears have jettisoned their 
top sackers, with Richard Dent leaving after 
1993, Right end Alonzo Spellman will move to 
Armstrong's left end, where his physical style 
is better suited to stopping the run. This will 
open the right side to faster rushers Albert 
Fontenot and last year’s No. 1 draft choice, 
John Thierry. Right tackle Chris Zorich and left 
tackle Carl Simpson will be spelled by sec- 
ond-year man Jim Flanigan and rookie sec- 
ond-rounder Patrick Riley of Miami. 

Middle linebacker Dante Jones, the 
team's second-leading tackler, was 


. in... :” ie 

Remember when you went to the zoo 
and saw the signs ... “Don't Feed The 
Bears ... Don't Intimidate The Bears ... 
port Disturb The Bears!” If you haven't 

igured out why those signs are there, 

just watch the CHICAGO BEARS!! 

Bears fans know what those signs 
mean and they closely track their favor- 
ite team by subscribing to BEAR REPORT! 

You can be there every step of the 
way when you team up with BEAR RE- 
PORT, the only publication devoted ex- 
clusively to YOUR team ... the BEARS!! 

When you sign up to BEAR REPORT, 
you will not only get 26 Colorful and Ex- 
citing issues, you also receive the 1995 
Official ae Bears Media Guide ... 
ABSOLUTELY FREE! Valued at $6.00 it's 
yours FREE with your paid subscription. 

Our staff of editors will be at each 
game, every practice and in the locker 
room, delivering to you the inside story 
on the players, coaches, the front office 
and the entire NFL ... plus game pre- 
views, stats, standings and much, much 
more. 

FREE MEDIA GUIDE OFFER 

Sign up TODAY and receive your 
FREE Media Guide early in the regular 
season, This offer is good only with a 
paid-in-lull subscription. We will enter 
your name as a subscriber for 26 issues 
at the low price of $29.95. A savings of 
more than $22 off the regular newsstand 
price ... plus a FREE Media Guide. Offer 
expires Sept. 4, 1995. 
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released to make way for Joe Cain, who will 
move from the weak side to the middle. Cain 
led the club in tackles and his speed will 
enable him to roam sideline to sideline. Ron 
Cox is expected to win the weak-side spot, 
with Vinson Smith on the strong side. Barry 
Minter is a third-down backer and Myron 
Baker is in reserve along with third-rounder 
Sean Harris of Arizona. 

Adding strong safety Marty Carter from 
Tampa Bay meant the Bears let capable vet- 
eran Shaun Gayle go to San Diego. The two 
are similar except for age. Gayle’s leader- 
ship quality may be missed. Mark Carrier 
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returns at free safety with solid Donnell 
Woolford at left cornerback and fast Jeremy 
Lincoln on the right side. John Mangum and 
James Burton are backups, with Mangum a 
valuable nickel performer. Losing Mo Dou- 
glass to the Giants hurts the depth. 

Punter Chris Gardocki jumped to the 
Colts, so the Bears used a second-round 
draft choice to land strong-legged Todd 
Sauerbrun from West Virginia. Not only did 
Sauerbrun average 48 yards a punt last year, 
his kickoffs are deep, and the Bears were one 
of only two teams that failed to have a single 


no, name 


64 Adams, Scott... 
70 Auzenne, Troy . 
91 Baker, Myron. 
63 Bass, Robert... 
17 Berger, Mitch .. 
63 Burger, Todd... 
35 Burton, James. 
6 Butler, Kevin... 
59 Cain, Joe... 

20 Carrier, Mark... 
30 Carter, Antonio 


pos ht 
65 
6-7 
6-1 
6-1 
6-2 
6-3 
5-9 
6-1 
6-1 
6-1 


wt age college 


293 29 Georgia 
290 27 California 
228 25 La. Tech 
231 25 Miami 

231 24 Colorado 
296 26 Penn State 
181 25 Fresno Stale 
190 33 Georgia 
233 31 Oregon Tech 
192 28 USC 


5-11215 23 Minnesota 


26 Mangum, John 5-10 192 29 Alabama 

36 Marshall, Anthony......$ 6-1 203 25 LSU 

9 Matthews, Shaneé.........QB 6-3 192 26 Florida 

88 McMurtry, Greg..........WR 6-2 207 28 Michigan 
24 Miniefield, Kevin.........CB 5-9 178 26 Arizona State 
92 Minter, Barry... 3 6-2 242 26 Tulsa 

83 Obee, Terry 5-10 180 28 Oregon 

75 Perry, Todd 6-5 310 25 Kentucky 
18 Primus, Greg... 5-11 190 25 Colorado St. 


19 Shedd, Kenny.. ..WR 5-9 166 25 Northern lowa 
98 Simpson, Carl. DT 6-2 262 26 Florida State 
55 Smith, Vinson. 4 6-2 247 30 East Carolina 
79 Spears, Marcus..........1 6-4 296 24 NW Louisiana 


touchback on a kickoff. Place-kicker Kevin 23 Carter, Marty... 6-1 200 26 Mid Tenn.St. 90 Spellman, Alonzo.......DE 6-4 282 24 Ohio State 
Butler is the last holdover from the 1985 Super 43 Cobb, Trevor... 209 25 Rice 94 Thierry, John DE 6-4 250 24 Alcorn State 
Bowl champions. Jackson will boost a kick- 91 Collier, Ervin... 287 25 Florida A&M 26 Thompson, Darrell.....RB 6-0 222 28 Minnesota 
return unit that lost Nate Lewis to Atlanta. 80 Conway, Curtis .. 19325 USC 27 TillMAN, LEWIS..nnonB 6-0 204 30 Jackson Stale 
54 Cox, Ron... 235 28 Fresno State 83 Timpson, Michael 5-10 175 29 Penn State 
- sunk a A prt nes 4 Walsh, SteVé..........0B 6-3 204 29 Miami 
, PPS, 'Ory.. lemphis St. 89 Wetnight, Ryan TE 6-2 235 25 Stanford 
CHICAGO BEARS 68 Flanigan, Jim.. 280 24 Notre Dame 71 Wiliams, James......T 6-7 335 28 Cheyney Slate 
Dave Wannstedt, Head Coach 96. Fontenot, Albert. 272 25 Baylor 21 Woolford, Donnell......CB 5-9 188 30 Clemson 
Tony Wise, Asst. Head Coach/Offensive Line 67 Fontenot, Jerry 287 29 Texas A&M 38 Worley, TIM .,.....0.0RB 6-2 226 29 Georgia 
Bob Slowik, Defensive Coordinator/ “4 cin ig ng - a, 97 Zorich, Chris 6-1 275 27 Notre Dame 
; fanam, Jel... io State 
He flac J 22 Green, Robert.. 209 25 Wm. & Mary DRAFTEES 
umer, Offensive Coordinator 225 25 Ohio State rd.name pos ht wt college 
Guenterhacks 298 29 Notre Dame 1 Salaam, Rashaan 6-1 226 Colorado 
Danny Abramowicz, Special Teams 230 31 Idaho State 2 Riley, Patrick 6-5. 277 Miami 
Clarence Brooks, Defensive Line nd, Darwi 240 25 Arkansas 2 Sauerbrun, Todd... 5-10 200 West Virginia 
Ivan Fears, Wide Receivers 85. Jennings, Keith 270 30 Clemson 3 Harris, Sean... 6-3 240 Arizona 
ee Assistant > rs lie iad = a ie 3 Pilgrim, Evan... 6-5 297 Brigham Young 
ve nis, Linebackers pes Se Setar mols 4 Jackson, Jack.. 5-8 171 Florida 
Willie Peete, Running Backs 58 Leeuwenburg, Jay 6-3 290 27 Colorado 6 Gales, Kenny... 5-11 176 Wisconsin 
Mike Shula, Tight Ends 82 Lewis, Nate 5-11 198 29 Oregon Tech 6 Reeves, Carl 6-3 242 N.C. State 
, 39 Lincoln, Jeremy 5-10 180 27 Tennessee 7 Cox, Jamal... 6-1 239 Georgia Tech 
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MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Without Joe Montana around, Warren Moon 
becomes the oldest starting quarterback in 
the NFL by four years over Jim Kelly and 
John Elway. Moon will turn 39 in November. 
Only 40-year-old backup Vince.Evans of the 
Raiders is older. Time is of the essence. 

Coach Dennis Green has seen his 
Vikings get to the playoffs three 
out of three years as head 
coach. He has seen them win 
zero playoff games. They 
didn't get any farther with 

Moon at quarterback 

than they did the year 

before with Jim McMa- 

hon or the year before 
that with Rich Gannon. This season will the 
first time Green hasn't changed quarter- 
backs going in. 

Green thinks Moon has maybe two years 
left, but just in case, the Vikings drafted 
Kansas State’s Chad May, the quarterback 
they rated behind only Steve McNair and 
Kerry Collins. Moon is coming off a 4,000- 
yard passing season, his first in three years, 
indicating his arm is a long way from falling 
off. But averaging 40 passes a game was 
not the way Green envisioned Moon's con- 
tribution. Moon left Houston's run-and-shoot 
in order to join a more conventional offense, 
one that ran the ball occasionally. It didn't 
happen. Although Moon was prolific, he 
was not very efficient, finishing seventh in 
the NFC in passer rating because his 18 
touchdown passes were offset by 19 inter- 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Reveiz 132 points on 30 extra points 
and 34 field goals... forte DABt 
RUSHING Alen, 1,031 Yas on 25 cari, 

4.0 avg., 8 TDs... eee 
PASSING—Moon, 371 ot 601 atierrts for 

4,264 yards and 18 TDs... wll 
RECEIVING—Carter, 122 receptions for ‘286 vas, 

10.3 avo., 7 TDS... eeiroenm ast SE 
INTERCEPTIONS —Parker, ‘tor yads, 

24.8 average, 2 TDS..... ie 
Glenn, 4 for 55 yards, 138 average es 
PUNTING—Saxon, 77 punts, 42.9 avg. pe 


67 yards... sees SHE 
PUNT RETURNS—Palmer, 30 for 193: yards, 

6.4 average..... soweneael Ith 
KICKOFF RETURNS—ismail, 35 for 807 yards, 

23.1 average..... ; 


SACKS—Randle, 13.5 sacks... 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 7 AtSan Diego 
a : 12 AtNew England (N) 
ar pe 18 LOS ANGELES (N) 
26_ KANSAS CITY 


ceptions. The Vikings ranked last in the NFC 


in scoring touchdowns inside the 20-yard- 1995 SCHEDULE 

line, a shortcoming that Moon was unable to September 3  AtChicago. 

correct, at least not by himself. 10 DETROIT... 
Cris Carter caught a record 122 passes, - re 

but only seven ended up in the end zone. 

Jake Reed caught 85 passes, and joined October } eal 

Carter in setting a record for an NFL tan- 15 ALT : 

; P ampa Bay... 
dem, but only four of his ended up in the 22 AtGreen Bay... 
end zone. Third receiver Qadry Ismail had 30 CHICAGO (N). 
the best ratio, with five of his 45 receptions November 5 GREENBAY.... 
going for touchdowns. With the same cast 12 AtArizona........ 
of receivers returning, joined by second- 19 NEWORLEAN: 
year threat David Palmer, Moon hopes to 23 At Detroit... 
create a more dangerous attack. To do it, December 3 TAMPABAY.... 
Green and offensive coordinator Brian Bil- Fe eros * 
lick probably will have to commit more to the vane il ea ). 


run than they did last year when their ratio 
favoring the pass was more lopsided than 
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Follow the 1995 Minnesota Vikings as 
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any team this side of Atlanta. At 268 pounds, 
tight end Adrian Cooper could pass for a 
third tackle. Also at 268, second-year tight 
end Andrew Jordan is no pushover. Both 
are good receivers, with 67 catches 
between them, none of them touchdowns. 

Cooper and Jordan are good bookends 
for a huge offensive line that just got bigger 
with the addition of Ohio State's 346-pound 
Korey Stringer. If Stringer can play right tack- 
le as well as Todd Steussie played left tackle 
last year as a rookie, regular right tackle Chris 
Hinton will move to right guard opposite left 
guard Randall McDaniel. If Stringer is slow 
developing, ex-Cardinal Rick Cunningham 
will start at right tackle to enable Hinton to 
move anyway. This will give the Vikings the 
two most prominent guards in football over 
the last decade. Center Jeff Christy is the 
beneficiary. Reggie McElroy, David Dixon, 
and Mike Reuther are backups. 

Terry Allen ran for 1,031 yards last sea- 
son, proof that the Vikings don't entirely 
ignore the run, but Allen's job probably will 
belong to Robert Smith this year. Smith car- 
ried only 31 times in his second season, 
almost a one-third reduction from his 
promising rookie showing. Amp Lee is the 
third-down back with enough skill to play 
more regularly if Green allows. One of the 
most effective change-of-pace runners in 
the league is unsung Scottie Graham, who 
can soften up the middle in a hurry. 

After losing all-pro defensive tackle Henry 
Thomas and defensive line coach John Teer- 
linck to the Lions, defense becomes a con- 
cern for Green. The Vikings were fifth in the 
league last year—and No. 1 against the 
run—playing a scheme designed to pres- 


sure the passer. The Vikings also lost end 
Robert Harris to the Giants, linebacker Carlos 
Jenkins to the Rams, and three-fourths of 
their starting secondary, so a rebuilding job 
is in store for coordinator Tony Dungy. He 
can start with No, 1 draft choice Derrick 
Alexander of Florida State, an outside pass 
rusher who should make up for the void the 
Vikings never filled when Chris Doleman left. 
All-pro John Randle got 13.5 sacks from his 
tackle spot, easing the idea of losing 
Thomas, but he will need help from else- 
where. Esera Tuaolo will play Thomas's nose 
tackle spot, backed by ex-Colt Thomas Sims. 


114 


Roy Barker is the left end opposite James 
Harris, but Alexander is expected to chal- 
lenge for a starting job and will line up behind 
Harris at first. Fernando Smith has possibili- 
ties as a second-year rusher and Martin Har- 
rison is in reserve. 

Jack Del Rio is a Pro Bowl middle line- 
backer coming off a big-time playmaking 
year of 179 tackles, 11 passes defensed, 
three interceptions, and two sacks. He will be 
joined by ex-Buccaneer and ex-Lion Broder- 
ick Thomas, who is bigger than Jenkins and 
capable of providing the kind of outside pres- 
sure the Vikings need. Ed McDaniel led the 
team in tackles for loss from the other line- 
backer spot. The position is backed up by 
Ashley Sheppard, Jeff Brady, William Sims, 
and rookies John Solomon, and Jose White. 

Second-year cornerback Dewayne 
Washington is the only holdover in the sec- 
ondary. He will be joined by ex-Charger and 
ex-Brown Donald Frank, who replaces 
Anthony Parker (Rams). Second-round draft 
choice Corey Fuller of Florida State and 
Malik Boyd may challenge. At strong safety, 
Harlon Barnett came from the Patriots to 
replace Todd Scott, who went to the Jets. At 
free safety, Charles Mincy arrived from 
Kansas City to replace Vencie Glenn, who 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
Dennis Green, Head Coach 
Brian Billick, Offensive Coordinator 
Tony Dungy, Defensive Coordinator 


Foge Fazio, Inside Linebackers 
Chris Foerster, Tight Ends/Assistant- 
Offensive Line 
Cari Hargrave, Running Backs 
John Levra, Defensive Line 
Chip Myers, Receivers 
Keith Rowen, Offensive Line 
Ray Sherman, Quarterbacks 


was traded to the Giants. Second-rounder 
Orlanda Thomas of Southwestern Louisiana 
will get plenty of action. 

The best thing about stalling inside the 20 
is having a place-kicker as good as Fuad 
Reveiz. With one more field goal Reveiz will 
tie the consecutive mark of 29 by San Diego's 
John Carney. Punter Mike Saxon is coming 
off a good year and Ismail and Palmer pro- 
vide dangerous kick-return capability. 


VIKINGS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 
Alex, Keith --G 6-4 307 27 Texas A&M 


21 Allen, Terry ... RB 5-10 197 28 Clemson 

92 Barker, Roy ... DE 6-4 280 27 No. Carolina 
42 Barnett, Harlon... S$ 5-11 200 29 Michigan St. 
96 Boudreaux, Frank........DT 6-5 273 26 Northwestern 
36 Boyd, Malik........ CB 5-10 175 25 Southern 

52 Brown, Richard .. LB 6-3 240 30 San Diego St. 
80 Carter, Cris... WR 6-3 198 30 Ohio State 
62 Christy, Jeff... C 6-3 277 27 Pittsburgh 


87 Cooper, Adrian............TE 6-5 268 28 Oklahoma 
64 Cunningham, Rick......T 6-7 320 29 Texas A&M 
75 Dainey, Bernard..........G 6-5 331 27 Tennessee 
34 Davis, Brian... 6-2 190 32 Nebraska 

55 Del Rio, Jack. 6-4 243 33 USC 

71 Dixon, David. 6-5 350 27 Arizona State 
25 Evans, Charles... 6-1 226 29 Clark Atlanta 
47 Frank, Donald... 6-0 192 30 Win. Salem 
46 Gerak, John... 6-3 285 26 Penn State 
31 Graham, Scottie . 5-9 215 27 Ohio Slate 
24 Griffith, Robert...........CB 5-11 200 25 San Diego St. 
23 Hammonds, Shelly......CB 5-9 183 25 Penn State 
99 Harris, James DE 6-4 270 28 Temple 

91 Harrison, Martin. 6-5 256 28 Washington 
78 Hinton, Chris .. 6-4 305 34 Northwestern 


82 Ismail, Qadry... 6-0 192 25 Syracuse 
25 Jackson, Alfred .. 6-0 180 28 San Diego St. 
14 Johnson, Brad 6-5 221 27 Florida State 


6-0 231 27 Washington 
6-1 200 26 Georgia Tech 
6-4 268 24 W. Carolina 
6-3 242 35 Brown 

5-11 200 24 Florida State 
6-4 296 25 Mississippi 
B 5-11 230 27 Clemson 

6-3 275 31 Arizona State 
290 36 West Texas SI. 


89 Jordan, Andrew... 
83 Jordan, Steve. 


61 Lindsay, Everett... 
58 McDaniel, Ed....... 
64 McDaniel, Randal 
60 McElroy, Reggie.......... 6-6 
37 McGriggs, Lamar.......S 6-3 210 28 W. Illinois 
33 Mincy, Charles...........$ 5-11 197 26 Washington 
1 Moon, Warren QB 6-3 212 39 Washington 
68 Morris, Mike .. 6-5 284 35 NE Missouri 
85 Novoselsky, Bren! 6-2 237 30 Pennsylvania 
22 Palmer, David 5-8 167 23 Alabama 
93 Randle, John. 6-1 270 28 Texas A&l 


86 Reed, Jake. 6-3 212 28 Grambling 

7 Reveiz, Fuad... 5-11 223 33 Tennessee 
65 Ruether, Mike.. 6-4 288 33 Texas 

12. Salisbury, Sean... B 6-5 217 33 USC 

4 Saxon, Mike.......« 6-3 202 33 San Diego St 
59 Sheppard, Ashley 6-3 243 27 Clemson 
95 Smith, Fernando . 6-6 270 24 Jackson State 
26 Smith, Robert. 6-0 195 24 Ohio State 
73 Steussie, Todd............7 6-6 298 25 California 
51 Thomas, Broderick......LB 6-4 250 29 Nebraska 
98 Tuaolo, Esera. NT 6-2 275 27 Oregon State 
81 Walsh, Chris... WR 6-1 185 27 Stanford 
20 Washington, D...........CB 5-11 192 23 .N.C.State 

DRAFTEES 

td.name pos ht wt college 


6-4 266 Florida State 
6-4 346 Ohio Stale 

6-2 209 SW Louisiana 
5-10 197 Florida State 
6-1 220 Kansas State 
6-2 239 Miam| 

6-2 233 Sam Houston St. 
6-3 260 Howard 
280 Stantord 


1 Alexander, Derrick.......DE 
1 Stringer, Korey............ 

2 Thomas, Orlanda. 
2 Fuller, Corey ... 
4 May, Chad . 
5 Stewart, James 
§ Solomon, John 
7 White, Jose 
7 Fisk, Jason...... 
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GREEN BAY PACKERS 


After three straight years of 9-7 records, the 
Packers find themselves desperately trying 
to stay even. Losing Sterling Sharpe to an 
unfortunate neck injury was at least one 
step back. Losing more free agents than 
they signed left them scrambling at more 
than one position. Sharpe's loss 
cannot be overdramatized. 
Few teams relied so heavi- 
ly on one player to provide 
the offensive momen- 
tum. He was the Pack- 

as so ers’ Barry Sanders, 
XS 2 their Emmitt Smith, 

their Michael Jordan. 

“People ask how we're going to replace 
him, and the answer is we can't,” general 
manager Ron Wolf said. 

They tried to sign Andre Rison and lost 
out to Cleveland. They tried to sign Pitts- 
burgh tight end Eric Green and then Dallas 
tight end Jay Novacek to alleviate another 
problem they have had since Jackie Harris 
defected for Tampa Bay. They traded with 
Miami for receiver Mark Ingram and tight 
end Keith Jackson and Jackson balked. 
They tried to trade for Jets receiver Rob 
Moore, but lost out to the Cardinals. 

As if losing Sharpe weren't enough, the 
Packers also lost pass rusher Bryce Paup 
and two other tight ends, Reggie Johnson 
and Ed West. They let go of disappointing 
cornerback Terrell Buckley, the fourth pick 
in the 1992 draft. Suddenly, this is not the 
promising team Reggie White joined two 
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years ago when the free agency era 
opened. Four times in the last two years, 
they have traveled to Dallas to play the Cow- 
boys, twice in the playoffs, and have come 
home losers each time. 

On the bright side, they still have their 
quarterback. Brett Favre rebounded in 1994 
with his best season yet, breaking the both- 
ersome habit of throwing balls up for grabs. 
Now, a greater challenge looms. Can he 
repeat his performance without Sharpe on 
the other end of his passes? Favre became 
so established in 1994 that the Packers 
were willing to depart with promising back- 
up Mark Brunell to the Jacksonville Jaguars 
on the eve of the draft, leaving only Ty Det- 
mer in reserve. They drafted Alabama's Jay 
Barker in the fifth round. Favre, criticized for 
the number of interceptions he threw in 
1993, compiled the third-lowest interception 
percentage in the NFC in 1994 and also the 
third-lowest percentage in Packer history. 
His 33 touchdown passes were a Green Bay 
record, 14 more than his own career high. 
His take-charge leadership was demon- 
strated in a critical game against the Fal- 
cons when he ran nine yards for a 
touchdown in the closing seconds. 

This year, Favre will have to be more 
resourceful than ever because he won't 
have Sharpe to rely on. Robert Brooks is an 
outstanding prospect who will move to 
Sharpe's spot after a career-high 58 recep- 
tions. He will play opposite Ingram, provid- 
ed Anthony Morgan doesn't make a run at 
Ingram’s job. The Packers drafted Antonio 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Sharpe 108 points on 18 touchdown 


RUSHING—Bennelt, 623 yards on 178 carries, 
1 


3,882 yards and 33 1Ds 3rd 
RECEIVING—Sharpe, 94 receptions for 1,119 yas 
11.9 avg., 18 TDs..... sanneceonth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Buckley, 5 for 38 yas, 
76 average... Sofueopeetens OUD 
PUNTING—Hentrich, 81 punls, 414 v0. 
longest 70 yards. see 
Heal RETURNS—Brooks, 40 for 352" yatds, 

FRCL EAN ane ie iron pee et A 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Haris, 29 for 618 yards, 
21.3 average 
SACKS Jones, 10.5 sacks 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 5 _ vs.New Orleans at Madison, WI 
43 AtPittsburgh 
49 INDIANAPOLIS 
25 WASHINGTON (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 1994 SCORES 


Freeman of Virginia Tech in the third round 
£ and Charlie Simmons of Georgia Tech in the 
sixth round in hopes that sheer numbers will 
A alleviate the loss of Sharpe Jackson 
appears to be in the waning years of a pro- 
© ductive career. Former Eagles teammate 

White has had to talk him into moving from 

Miami to Green Bay, where he will become 

the instant go-to guy unless Mark Chmura 
suddenly blossoms as more than a backup. 
There are plenty of opportunities for any- 
body who likes to catch, because few 
teams like to pass more. 

Losing tailback Reggie Cobb in the 
expansion draft and getting shut out of the 
running back derby early in the college draft 
leaves the Packers scrambling at another 
position. Fullback Edgar Bennett might have 
to play both fullback and tailback and hap- 
pens to be well-suited for either. He led the 
club in rushing with 623 yards and set a 
team record for most receptions (78) by a 
running back. He probably was the club's 
most consistent offensive performer last 
year, Sharpe and Favre included, Second- 
year men LeShon Johnson and Dorsey Lev- 
ens will be joined by rookies William 
Henderson of North Carolina and Travis Jer- 
vey of The Citadel, along with anyone else 
who wants a tryout. The Packers wanted to 
draft a running back in the first round, but 
they were all gone by their turn. 

Changes on the offensive line are in store 
with help expected from last year’s No. 1 
draft choice, Aaron Taylor, who started the 


team's bad luck with an injury in his first mini- 
camp. He will replace Guy Mcintyre at left 
guard, with Harry Galbreath at right guard 
and Frank Winters in the middle. Left tackle 
Ken Ruettgers begins his 11th season. Right 
tackle Joe Sims went to Philadelphia, leaving 
the spot for Paul Hutchins, who should be 
able to fill it with his 335 pounds. Earl Dotson 
is in reserve, along with fourth-round pick 
Jeff Miller of Mississippi, ex-Bill Jerry Crafts, 
and ex-49er Brian Bollinger. 


White continues to hold the fort on a 
defense that ranked sixth last season under 
coordinator Fritz Shurmur. Losing Paup puts 
extra pressure on White and Sean Jones 
(10.5 sacks) to get after the passer. Wayne 
Simmons will replace Paup at linebacker. At 
defensive tackle, the Packers drafted Darius 


Steve McMichael beside John Jurkovic. 
Gabe Wilkins is expected to recover slowly 
from knee surgery and Don Davey left for 
Jacksonville. Fred Strickland and George 
Koonce join Simmons at linebacker, with 
third-round newcomer Brian Williams of USC 
expected to lend depth with James Willis. 
Arizona State's Craig Newsome was the 
No. 1 draft pick, selected to replace Buckley 
on the left side. The Packers lost valuable 
backup Corey Harris to Seattle, but should 
be solid on the right side with the rapidly 
developing Doug Evans and on the inside 
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with safeties LeRoy Butler and George 
Teague, who both were limited by unusual 
illnesses last season. Lenny McGill is recov- 
ering from knee surgery and could provide 


PACKERS VETERAN ROSTER 
tea 08h ae CO) 2 Mee, Loony. 
51 Alipate, Tuineau 6-1 245 28 Washington St. 60 McGuire, Gene... 


194 25 Arizona State 
284 25 Notre Dame 


; 87 Bartrum, Mike... 6-4 233 26 Marshall 62 Mcintyre, Guy ..... 276 35 Georgia 
a much-needed boost as the nickel back. 34 Bennett, Edgar... 6-0 216 27 Florida State 90 McMichael, Steve......DT 6-2 268 38 Texas 
KeShon Johnson is an experienced reserve. 70 Bollinger, Brian. 6-5 285 27 No. Carolina 88 Mickens, Terry... 203 25 Florida A&M 
Craig Hentrich took over the punting last 87 Brooks, Robert... 6-0 174 26 So, Carolina 47 Mitchell, Roland. 195 32 Texas Tech 
year and averaged a sensational 45.5 yards 71 Brown, Gary . 6-4 288 25 Georgia Tech 81 Morgan, Anthony 195 28 Tennessee 
during the latter half. His exceptional leg 93 Brown, Gilbert... 6-2 330 25 Kansas 39 Prior, Mike......... 215 32 Illinois State 
results in great hang time. Place-kicker 36 Butler, Leroy 6-0 193 27 Florida State 75, Ruettgers, Ken... 290 33 So. California 
Chris Jacke had an off year, making only 59 Carter, Bernard. LB 6-2 245 24 East Carolina 46 Satterfield, Brian 208 26 No. Alabama 
three of eight attempts beyond 40 yards, 28 Chaffey, Pat. RB 6-1 220 29 Oregon State 19 Schroeder, Bill... 200 25 Wis.-La Crosse 
; . 89 Chmura, Mar TE 6-5 240 27 Boston Col. 59 Simmons, Wayne 240 26 Clemson 
With Brooks needed as the go-to receiver, 86. Cralts, JEM cvennon T 6-6 351 28 Louisville 84 Stegall, Milt... 0) 184 26 Miami (OH) 
the Pack needs somebody to step forward 85 Crawiord, Keith.......WR 6-2 180 25 Howard Payne 55 Strickland, Fred.. 245 29 Purdue 
as areturn specialist. 40 Dean, Charlie TE 6-3 245 25 Florida 79 Taylor, Aaron ..... 304 23 Notre Dame 
11 Detmer, Ty... OB 6-0 190 28 BYU 31 Teague, George .. 187 25 Alabama 
72 Dotson, Ear! . T 6-3 315 25 Texas A&l 49 Thomason, Jeff... 233 27 Oregon 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 63 Dukes, Jammie -......... C 6-1 285 32 Florida State 23 Walker, Sammy.. 203 27 Texas Tech 
TR eee ee 33 Evans, DOUQ.....sensen CB 6-0 188 26 La Tech 92 White, Reggie 290 34 Tennessee 
Mike Holmgren, Head Coach 78 Fagan, Tommy......DE 6-5 257 25 NE Louisiana 44. White, Russell 216 25 California 
Sherman Lewis, Offensive Coordinator 4 Favre, Brett QB 6:2 218 26S, Mississippi 98 Wilkins, Gabe 292 24 Gar-Webb 
Fritz Shurmur, Defensive Coordinator 76 Galbreath, Harty......G 6-1 275 31 Tennessee 56 Willis, James 235 23 Auburn 
Larry Brooks, Defensive Line 58 Hamilton, Ruffin 6-1 230 25 Tulane 83 Wilner, Jeff... 253 24 Wesleyan 
Nolan Cromwell, Special Teams 17 Hentrich, Craig........... 6-3 200 25 Notre Dame 35 Wilson, Ray... 202 24 New Mexico 
Gil Haskell, Wide Receivers 70 Hope, Charles............6 6-3 303 26 Central St. 52 Winters, Frank 290 32 W. Illinois 
Johnny Holland, Defensive Assistant 67 Hutchins, Paul . T 6-4 335 26 W. Michigan DRAFTEES 
Kent Johnston, Strength & conditioning 82 Ingram, Mark WR 5-11 190 30 Michigan St. inane pos it wt collogs 
Jim Lind; Linebackers 13 Jacke, Chris wo 6-0 200 30 ulep : - 
“ t 88 Jackson, Keith.........0.9« 6-2 254 31 Oklahoma 1 Newsome, Craig. 5-11 185 Arizona State 
Tom Lovat, Offensive Line 42 Johnson, LeShon.......RB 5-11 208 25 No, Illinois 3 Holland, Darius 6-5 303 Colorado 
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Harry Sydney, Running Backs 53 Koonce, George... 6-1 238 27 East Carolina 4 Miller, Jett 6-4 321 Mississippi 
Bob Valesente, Defensive Backs 97 LaBounty, Matt. «DE 6-3 254 27 Oregon 5 Barker, Jay 6-2 209 Alabama 
81 Lamb, Brad....... »WR 5-10 177 28 Anderson 5 Jervey, Travis 6-0 225 Citadel 
25 Levens, Dorsey RB 6-1 229 26 Georgia Tech 6 Simmons, Charlie....... 6-3 214 Georgia Tech 


You won't find a stadium with a roof on top, you won't see a 
field of plastic grass that is immune to dirt and mud. Packers 
fans everywhere know the game of football was meant to be 
played the 4 the Packers play. And if last season was ory 
indication, the Packers' return to glory is closer than you think. 
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DETROIT LIONS 


The pressure is on in Detroit. At least that’s 
what coach Wayne Fontes hopes to see from 
new defensive tackle Henry Thomas and new 
No. 1 draft choice Luther Elliss. For- 
mer Viking Thomas is this year's 
Scott Mitchell, this year's 
answer to whatever is keeping 
the Lions from glory. 
Thomas is supposed 
to provide what Pat Swill- 
? ing couldn't when he 
was acquired from the 
Saints two years ago: heat on the quarter- 
back. Swilling was joined last year by for- 
mer Buccaneers linebacker Broderick 
Thomas, but still the Lions finished a dis- 
appointing 24th on defense. That's why 
Fontes hired defensive line coach John 
Teerlinck from the Vikings and made him 
assistant head coach in charge of 
defense. That’s why the Lions drafted 
Elliss to play for Teerlinck, who has a repu- 
tation for turning even the most unlikely 
prospects into pass-rushing demons. 
Mitchell is supposed to resume his 
duties as the savior quarterback after a bro- 
ken bone in his right, non-throwing, hand 
knocked him out of last season just in time to 
set up a dramatic rescue by David Krieg, 
who passed the Lions to the playoffs. All this 
is by way of a continuing effort to surround 
Barry Sanders with enough help to get the 
Lions off the playoff treadmill. Two years ina 
row, they have lost in the wild-card round to 
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the Packers, who have then lost to the Cow- 
boys. Four years ago, the Cowboys lost to 
the Lions, who advanced to the NFC title 
game only to regress. 

Time is of the essence, for Fontes and for 
Sanders, who only looks like he could run for- 
ever. Coming off his sixth and best season, 
Sanders is alarmingly close to racking up the 
kind of high mileage that inevitably cuts short 
the careers of running backs. Of course, 
Sanders is no mere mortal, as last season’s 
numbers attest. He chased 2,000 yards until 
the final week, settling for 1,883. He had 13 
runs of more than 25 yards, nearly one a 
game, and that included six runs of 60 yards 
or more. He was football’s equivalent to 
baseball's home run kings. For perspective, 
the 49ers’ Steve Young threw only four pass- 
es that gained more than 60 yards. The Lions 
have done little to alleviate the offensive pres- 
sure placed on Sanders, apparently satisfied 
that he will continue to get even better. Back- 
up Derrick Moore signed with the 49ers— 
leaving only Eric Lynch—and sensational 
kick returner Mel Gray signed in Houston. It 
was Gray who provided field position and a 
scoring threat that scared opponents almost 
as much as Sanders. 

Herman Moore is a big-time wide receiv- 
er poised to replace the Packers’ departed 
Sterling Sharpe as one of the superstars of 
the league. He set a Detroit record for a 
receiver with 72 catches and went over 
1,000 yards (1,173) for the first time in his 
career. He tied a club mark by catching at 
least one touchdown pass in six consecu- 


1994 LEADERS AND NFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Hanson 93 points on 39 extra points 

ANG 1B field QOANS ......sscuserecsesseneeemaneststrensoenases 10th 
RUSHING—Sanders, 1,883 yards on 331 carries, 
SAVE ADS cenceccripe. co es Coie Ast 
PASSING—Kfieg, 131 of 212 attempts for 

1,629 yards and 14 TDs... 

RECEIVING—Moore, 72 receptions for 1 473 yards, 

AGS AVON id US toy Bee ruscicd cdoucscty noietatoa 14th 
INTERCEPTIONS—Massey, 4 for 25 yards, 

RSRVODDE See nen sdahcm ay oatateos T2th 


KICKOFF ithe ay 45 for 1,276 yards, 
28.4 average, 3 TDs......... 


August 4 AtNew England (N) 
10 JACKSONVILLE (NO 
17 CINCINNATI (N) 
25 At New Orleans (N) 


1994 SCORES 
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tive games, finishing with 11 in all. Of his 72 
receptions, 54 went for first downs. Oppo- 
site Moore is the able and dangerous Brett 
Perriman, who caught 56 passes for four 
touchdowns, continuing a consistent pat- 
tern into his fifth season in Detroit. His aver- 
age of 13.6 yards was a high for his Lions' 
career. Last year’s No. 1 rookie, Johnnie 
Morton, got very little action but showed 
enough that the Lions figure he is ready for 
more extended play. 

Drafting a tight end in the third round, 
David Sloan of New Mexico, and another 
one in the sixth, Kevin Hickman of Navy, 
indicates the Lions are again ready to con- 
centrate on a more conventional offense 
under coordinator Tom Moore. The key, of 
course, is Mitchell, who must live down a 
disappointing inaugural season that ended 
in the ninth game. After helping the Lions 
win their opener against Atlanta, Mitchell 
suffered a blow on his left shoulder in game 
two against Minnesota and didn't reveal 
any problem to coaches or trainers. Later, 
he admitted he had trouble getting loose 
and struggled with his delivery, often with 
wild results. To help Mitchell regain his 
form and confidence, the Lions hired ex- 
Lion quarterback Greg Landry to work with 
him as the team's quarterback coach. After 
losing Krieg to the Cardinals in the offsea- 
son, the Lions signed ex-Colt and ex-Pack- 


er Don Majkowski and ex-Bengal Donald 
Hollas to compete with Chuck Long and 
Gino Torretta, but if any of them ends up 
challenging Mitchell, the Lions are back 
where they started from. 

The offensive line suffered from hits in 
free agency, with left guard Shawn Bouwens 
going to Jacksonville and backup left tackle 
Larry Tharpe to Arizona, The anchors 
remain left tackle Lomas Brown and center 
Kevin Glover, with David Lutz at right tackle, 
Doug Widell at right guard, and backup 
Mike Compton at left guard. Scott Conover 
is a holdover and Fontes addressed the unit 
in the draft by taking Ronald Cherry and 
Hessley Hempstead. 

Teerlinck and defensive coordinator 
Herb Paterra are switching to a 4-3 front sim- 
ilar to Minnesota's in which Thomas is the 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


lynchpin as a nose tackle. Until Elliss slipped 
later in round one than the Lions projected, 
Robert Porcher was going to move from end 
to tackle, leaving the outside rush spots to 
Dan Owens, Tracy Scroggins, Tracy Hay- 
worth, and Antonio London. Now Elliss gives 
Teerlinck flexibility because he can play out- 
side or inside. The Lions lost Kelvin Pritchett 
to the Jaguars and cut Marc Spindler. 

At linebacker, the Lions figure to use Lon- 
don or Scroggins outside with Chris Spiel- 
man and Michael Johnson solid in the other 
two spots. Spielman is coming off another 
all-pro year and Johnson was outstanding 
after he was rescued from Cleveland. The 
Lions will learn to get along with Pat Swilling. 

Speed is a concern everywhere on 
defense, especially in the secondary, 
where Robert Massey and Ryan McNeil 
are the corners and second-year man 
Jocelyn Borgella is a possibility to push for 
a job. Milton Mack and Greg Jeffries are 
backups. Fontes needs a big year from 
free safety Bennie Blades, with hopes that 
second-year man Van Malone is ready to 
step up at strong safety, where Willie Clay 
started last year. 


DETROIT LIONS 


Wayne Fontes, Head Coach 

Paul Boudreau, Offensive Line 

Don Clemons, Outside Linebackers 

John Fontes, Defensive Backs 

Mo Forte, Running Backs 

Bert Hill, Strength & Conditioning/Defensive 
Assistant 

Steve Kazor, Tight Ends/Offensive Assistant 
Greg Landry, Quarterbacks 

Dave Levy, Assistant Head Coach 

Tom Moore, Offensive Coordinator 

Frank Novak, Special Teams. 

Herb Paterra, Defensive Coordinator 

Chris Sanders, Receivers 

John Teerlinck, Assistant Head Coach/Defense 
Howard Tippett, Linebackers 


Losing Gray automatically hurts the spe- 
cial teams immeasurably. He is a superstar 
who cannot easily be replaced. Morton may 
have to assume double duty because the 
loss of Derrick Moore also weakens an impor- 
tant area in the kick-return department. Jason 
Hanson is coming off his first off year, in which 
he was an uncharacteristic 5-for-13 from 
more than 40 yards. His leg is invaluable on 
kickoffs. The Lions traded for punter Harold 
Alexander from Atlanta after going with ex- 
Oiler star Greg Montgomery. They also lost 
kick snapper Mark Rodenhauser to Carolina, 
so special teams require a revamping to 
approach the standards of recent years. 


LIONS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 


5 Alexander, Harold.......P 6-2 224 25 Appal. St. 
48 Beer, Thomas. 6-2 237 27 Wayne Stale 
6-1 221 29 Miami 
6-4 260 25 Tennessee 
5-10 182 24 Cincinnati 
6-4 287 33 Florida 
6-3 275 32 So. Carolina 
5-11 181 35 Michigan 
5-9 184 25 Georgia Tech 
6-6 297 25 West Virginia 
6-4 285 27 Purdue 
6-2 282 33 Maryland 
6-4 245 32 Hawaii 
6-3 249 25 Michigan St. 
5-11 183 26 Washington St. 
6-3 260 28 Tennessee 
6-3 215 26 Rice 
6-3 238 36 Tulane 
5-9 184 24 Virginia 
59 Johnson, Mike... 6-1 230 33 Virginia Tech 
57 Jones, Vietor...........LB 6-2 250 29 Virginia Tech 
52 Kowalkowski, Scott.....LB 6-2 228 27 Notre Dame 
55 London, Antonio.......LB 6-2 234 25 Alabama 
16 Long, Chuck....... 6-4 217 33 lowa 
73 Lutz, David... 6-6 305 36 Georgia Tech 


75 Brown, Lomas....... 

68 Burton, Leonard... 
81 Carter, Anthony... 
32 Clay, Willie... 
77 Compton, Mike... 
76 Conover, Scott 
53 Glover, Kevin . 
89 Hall, Ron... 
49 Hallock, Ty 
4 Hanson, Jason 
99 Hayworth, Tracy . 
12 Hollas, Donald... 
82 Holman, Rodney ......... 
25 Jeffries, Greg...... 


26 Lynch, Eric 
24 Mack, Milton. 

7 Majkowski, Don. 
39 Malone, Van....... 
40 Massey, Robert.. 


5-10 224 26 Grand Valley 
5-11 195 32 Alcorn State 
6-3 203 32 Virginia 
5-11 186 26 Texas 

5-10 195 29 N.C. Central 


83 Matthews, Aubrey.......WR 5-7 165 33 Delta State 
47 MEN, RYAN cscs soso CB 6-0 187 25 Miami 

19 Mitchell, Scott...........Q8 6-6 230 28 Utah 

9 Montgomery, Greg......P 6-4 215 31 Michigan St 
84 Moore, Herman.........WR 6-3 210 26 Virginia 

87 Morton, Johnnie 5-9 190 24 USC 


90 OWENS, Daflnnn..DE 6-3 280 29 USC 
80 Perriman, Brett... WR 5-9 180 30 Miami 
91 Porcher, Robert... DE 6-3 283 26 S.C. State 


34 Rivers, Ron... 
3 Royals, Mark. 
20 Sanders, Barry... 


RB 5-7 201 24 Fresno State 
P 6-5 215 32 Appal. SI 

RB 5-8 203 27 Oklahoma St. 
38 Scott, Kevin........ §-9 175 27 Stantord 

97 Scroggins, Tracy........LB 6-2 255 26 Tulsa 

54 Spielman, Chris....... 6-0 247 30 Ohio State 
56 Swilling, Pat... 6-3 242 31 Georgia Tech 
71 Tharpe, Larry. 6-4 299 25 Tennessee St. 


97 Thomas, Henry... 6-2 277 31 LSU 
13 Torretta, Gino 6-2 215 25 Miami 
95 Wells, Mike... 6-3 287 25 lowa 


67 Widell, Doug. 6-4 260 29 Boston Col. 


fd.name pos ht wr college 

1 Elliss, Luther. 6-5 291 Ulah 

3 Sloan, David . 6-6 254 New Mexico 

5 Boyd, Stephe 6-1 239 Boston College 


6-0 180 Florida State 
6-3 318 McNeese State 
6-4 258 Navy 

230 Nebraska 

293 Kansas 


5 MoCorvey, Kez... 
5 Cherry, Ronald... 
6 Hickman, Kevin. 
6 Schlesinger, Cory......RB 6-1 
7 Hempstead, Hessley....C 6-1 


419 
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TAMPA BAY 
BUCCANEERS 


Will the 20th time prove to be the 
charm? Believe it or not, fans of 
: Carolina and Jacksonville, the 
Buccaneers got to the NFC title 
game in 1979, only four 
“=, years after their birth. It 
i\_ turned out to be a prema- 
=P ture tease. They haven't 
come close since. 

This is not to suggest they haven't suc- 
ceeded. After losing in double digits for the 
12th year in a row, laying claim to the title of 
most futile franchise in sports, the Bucca- 
neers were sold for a whopping $192 mil- 
lion, the largest price ever paid in any sport. 
About the same time, former defensive end 
Lee Roy Selmon became the first Bucca- 
neer voted into the Hall of Fame. Are these 
harbingers of a new day in the sun? Or will 
the Bucs once again wither in the heat? 
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As usual, coach Sam Wyche's offense 
appears to be ahead of his defense. The 
Bucs fired defensive coordinator Floyd Peters 
and replaced him with Seattle's Rusty Tillman, 
but they spent most of their free-agent money 
on a wide receiver, Alvin Harper of Dallas. 
Their first free-agent signee was punter Reg- 
gie Roby, providing a rather shaky picture of 
promises to come. Using seven of their eight 
draft picks for defensive players was a clearer 
indication of the problem. 

With Harper aboard, the Bucs think they 
have a legitimate home-run weapon for the 
first time since the pirate grew a mustache. 
Eager to emerge from the shadow of 
Michael Irvin, Harper has ample opportunity 
to perform in a venue with all eyes focused 
on him. The expectations will be great. The 
realization that he no longer is surrounded 
by Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, Jay Nova- 
cek, and Irvin will provide an adequate chal- 
lenge. The hope is that holdover receivers 
Lawrence Dawsey, Horace Copeland, 


Charles Wilson, and Lamar Thomas will ben- 
efit from Harper's presence the way Harper 
benefited in Dallas. 

The plan is that last year’s free-agent 
pickup, tight end Jackie Harris, will think 
Harper is Sterling Sharpe, the man Harris 
left in Green Bay to go south. Harris discov- 
ered he couldn't go it alone in a disappoint- 
ing season that included an_ injured 
shoulder. Harris led the club in receiving for 
nine games before his injury, but the Bucs 
were 2-7. Tyji Armstrong took over for Harris 
and played so well that the Bucs potentially 
have as potent a 1-2 tight end punch as any- 
one in the league if both are healthy. 

Another highlight of the season was the 
cementing of a consistently effective offen- 
sive line. With former No. 1 draft choice 
Charles McRae finally finding a home at left 
guard beside tackle Paul Gruber, the front 
of Gruber, McRae, center Tony Mayberry, 
right guard lan Beckles, and right tackle 
Scott Dill started the final 10 games togeth- 
er, unusual stability for this team. They are 
back intact again. 

Running back Errict Rhett is ready to 
roll after finally breaking into the starting 
lineup as a rookie in the final half of the 
season. He ran for 707 of his 1,011 yards in 
the last seven games. Don't ask why he 
wasn't starting earlier and running more 
often. By December, he carried 40 times 
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SCORING—Husted 89 points on 20 extra Des 

and 23 field goals..... voeeew AON 
RUSHING—Rhett, 1) On yards on 1284 cates, 

FAO AUD? BIG ee cect tcc ear Srnec ales elbat th 
PASSING—Erickson 225 of 399 altempts for 

2,919 Yards AN 16 TDS .essserctessrsesessetesisseessnssneize wh 
RECEIVING—Dawsey, 46 receptions for 673 yards, 

TEC AGENT Discs erlucnthaer nee raahacsen T3ist 
INTERCEPTIONS—Nickerson, 2 for 9 yards, 


Mayhew, 2 for 4 yards, 2.0 average... 
PUNTING—Stryzinski, 72 punts, 38.9 avg., 

NOPIESLSS VOUS ss, sp reseclcgdsestseeanslelevaeapcoranto 13th 
PUNT RETURNS—Turmer, 21 for 218 yards, 

0]! We Reva sanity Rey veya | ey mes Ath 


KICKOFF RETURNS—Turner, 43 for 886 yards, 


SACKS—Culpepper, 4.0 sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 5 N.Y. JETS (N) 
11 At Cincinnati (N) 
19 PITTSBURGH (N) 
25 vs. Miami at Orlando (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 1984 SCORES 
September 3 At Philadelphia 
10° At Cleveland... _ 
17 CHICAGO........ -20 
24 WASHINGTON 26-21 
October 1 AtCarolina...... _ 
8 CINCINNATI... _— 
15 MINNESOT: 13-36 
22 ATLANTA... 13-34 
29 AtHouston. _ 
November 5 OPEN DATE 7 
12 At Detroit......... 14 
19 JACKSONVILLE... — 
26 AtGreen Bay... 3-30 
December 3  AtMinnesota... 20-17 
10 GREEN BAY (N 19-34 
17 AtChicago. +21 
23. DETROIT...... f 
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against the Redskins for 192 yards and 
from mid-November to mid-December, he 
posted four 100-yard games in five weeks. 
Rhett's blocking back is Anthony McDow- 
ell, with backups Vince Workman and 
Rudy Harris in the wings. 

Wyche's headache remains on defense, 
where Selmon should be convinced to 
come out of retirement and postpone his 
Hall of Fame induction. End Eric Curry is the 
only one of four top 10 defensive draft picks 
over the last 10 years still left on the Bucs' 
roster. Broderick Thomas, Keith McCants, 
and Ron Holmes never lived up to their 
billing, leaving the Bucs with a sorry legacy 
of missed opportunity. The University of 
Miami's Warren Sapp is the latest hope, and 
he arrived with question marks stamped all 
over him in the form of positive tests for sub- 
stance abuse. Curry is coming off a disap- 
pointing sophomore season in which he 
garnered only three sacks, tying him with 
tackle Santana Dotson, who was benched, 
and tackle Mark Wheeler. The Bucs were 
led in sacks by tackle Brad Culpepper, who 
had four after arriving from Minnesota, 
where he couldn't break into the lineup. Left 
end Chidi Ahanotu was the only Buc defen- 
sive lineman to start all 16 games, and he 
managed just one sack in a defense 
designed by Peters to get after the passer. 

Middle linebacker Hardy Nickerson 
missed three games and still compiled 122 


. ~ 


tackles to emerge again as the team’s best 
defensive player. But this was a defense 
that finished 21st overall, 28th in percentage 
of passes intercepted, 28th in percentage of 
sacks, 27th in average gain allowed by 
rushers, and 25th in third-down efficiency. 
Part of the problem was that the Bucs had 
former safeties Barney Bussey and John 
Lynch trying to hold down one linebacker 
spot, providing an invitation to run. Lonnie 
Marts is the other linebacker and another 
high draft choice, Demetrius DuBose, plays 
behind Nickerson. A ‘95 first-round choice, 
Florida State’s Derrick Brooks, is expected 
to make an immediate contribution as a 
playmaker. 
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Losing strong safety Marty Carter to 
Chicago in free agency doesn’t seem like a 
good idea since Carter averaged 100 tack- 
les the last four years, appearing to be the 
only Buc besides Nickerson who was really 
interested in such stuff. Attracting Cowboys 
sub Kenny Gant may help as he rejoins 
another ex-Cowboy Thomas Everett, but the 
Bucs are hoping Lynch emerges as a play- 
er. Second-found pick Melvin Johnson from 
Kentucky looks ready to step in right away. 
Cornerbacks Charles Dimry and Martin 
Mayhew joined Ahanotu as the only defend- 
ers to start all 16 games, so the Bucs appear 
well set at the corners, not a bad place for 
Tillman to start his retooling. Both are pretty 
good performers, expecially considering 
the lack of a big-time pass rush in front of 
them. They are joined by rookies Jerry Wil- 
son of Southern and Clifton Abraham from 
Florida State. 

Punter Roby replaces Dan Stryzinski, 
who departed to Atlanta following an excel- 
lent season, Buccaneer coverage teams 
limited opponents to a league-low 103 yards 
of punt returns all season. Strong-legged 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


Sam Wyche, Head Coach 

Maxie Baughan, Linebackers 
Kippy Brown, Running Backs 

Ken Clarke, Defensive Line 

David Culley, Wide Receivers 
Johnnie Lynn, Defensive Backs 
Mike Mularkey, Tight Ends 

Tom Pratt, Defensive Line 

Brad Roll, Strength & Conditioning 
Turk Schonert, Quarterbacks 
George Stewart, Special Teams 
Rusty Tillman, Defensive Coordinator 
Bob Wylie, Offensive Line 


Michael Husted was better on kickoffs than 
on field goals, connecting on only four of 10 
between 40-49 yards, not good enough to 
sustain a long career. Kick returner Vernon 
Turner is back after providing a highlight of 
the season. His 80-yard punt return for a 
touchdown against Detroit was the first punt 
returned for a touchdown in Tampa Bay his- 
tory. The statistics for this club get more 


amazing every year. 


no. name pos 


72 Ahanotu, Chidi DT 
86 Armstrong, Tyjl...........TE 
62 Beckles, lan 
89 Bishop, Harold 
§3 Brady, Ed 
57 Brady, Jelf.. 
28 Buckley, Curtis 
27 Bussey, Barney 
88 Copeland, Horace........ 
73 Culpepper, Brad.......... 
75 Curry, Eric....... 
82 Davis, Tyree... “5 
80 Dawsey, Lawrence.......WR 
12 Dilfer, Trent 
76 Dill, Scott... 
39 Dimry, Charles 
71 Dotson, Santana........ 
93 DuBose, Demetrius .....LB 
22 Everett, Thomas... 
92 Faulkner, Jeff .. 
29 Gant, Kenneth . 
74 Gruber, Paul... 
82 Harper, Alvin... 
81 Harris, Jackie.. 
43 Harris, Rudy... ; 
85 Hawkins, Courtney...... 
5 Husted, Michael..........K 
90 Jones, Milton. 
79 Love, Sean, 
47 Lynch, John... 
51 Marts, Lonnie. 
61 Mayberry, Tony... 
35 Mayhew, Martin .......s0 
33 McDowell, Anthony.....RB 
21 McGruder, Michael......CB 
94 Mcintosh, Toddrick.....DT 
70 McRae, Charles........... 
83 Moore, Dave......... 
56 Nickerson, Hardy 
15 Philcox, Todd... 
69 Pierson, Pete.. 
95. Powe, Keith 
60 Pyne, Jim., 
32 Rhett, Errict 
1 Roby, Reggie. 
98 Spindler, Marc... 
45 Stargell, Tony. 
67 Sullivan, Mike 4 
87 Thomas, Lamar........... 

2 Verdin, Clarence ....... WR 
11 Weldon, Casey............. OB 
77 Wheeler, Mark............. DT 
4 Willis, Peter Tom. 
84 Wilson, Charles .. 
91 Wilson, Karl... 
46 Workman, Vince......... 


ht wt age college 


6-2 280 25 Califomia 
6-4 255 25 Mississippi 
295 28 Indiana 

250 26 LSU 

235 34 Illinois 

235 27 Kentucky 
185 25 East Texas St. 
210 34 S.C.State 
195 25 Miami 

260 28 Florida 

270 26 Alabama 
165 25 Central Ark, 
6-0 195 28 Florida State 
230. 24 Fresno State 
6-5 285 30 Memphis 
6-0 175 30 UNLV 

6-5 270 26 Baylor 

6-1 240 25 Notre Dame 
5-9 185 31 Baylor 

6-4 305 32 Southern 
5-11 189 29 Albany State 
6-5 290 31 Wisconsin 
6-3 208 28 Tennessee 
6-3 243 28 NE Louisiana 
6-1 255 24 Clemson 
5-9 180 26 Michigan St. 
6-0 190 26 Virginia 

6-5 270 25 Central St. 
6-3 290 27 Penn State 
6-1 220 24 Stanford 

6-1 230 27 Tulane 

6-4 290 28 Wake Forest 
5-8 175 30 Florida State 
5-11 235 27 Texas Tech 
5-10 190 32 Kent State 
6-3 277 24 Florida State 
6-7 300 27 Tennessee 
6-2 245 26 Pittsburgh 
6-2 230 30 California 
6-4 225 29 Syracuse 
6-5 287 25 Washington 
6-4 265 27 UTEP 

6-2 280 24 Virginia Tech 
5-11 210 25 Florida 

6-2 258 34 lowa 

6-5 290 26 Pittsburgh 
5-11 190 29 Tennessee St 
6-3 290 28 Miami 

6-1 170 26 Miami 

5-8 162 33 SW Louisiana 
6-1 200 28 Florida State 
6-2 280 26 Texas A&M 
6-2 204 29 Florida State 
5-10 180 27 Memphis 
6-5 277 31 LSU 
5-10 205 28 Ohio State 


td.name pos 


1 Sapp, Warren ............. 
1 Brooks, Derrick.......... 
2 Johnson, Melvin 
4 Wilson, Jerty..... 
5 Abraham, Clifton 
6 Rouse, Wardell. 
7 Ingram, Steve..... 
7 Rodgers, Jeffrey 


ht wt college 


6-1 280 Miami 

6-0 218 Florida State 
5-11 194 Kentucky 
5-10 178 Southern 
5-8 185 Florida State 
6-2 230 Clemson 
6-4 311 Maryland 
6-3 273 Texas A&M 
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AMERICAN 


by LARRY FELSER 

BUFFALO NEWS 

At precisely the point where San Fran- 

cisco's offense for the ages was run- 

ning through the San Diego defense as if it 

were a dummy scrimmage in late July 

instead of Super Bowl XXIX, as many as a 

dozen AFC teams were saying to them- 

selves, “We could do that, or better.” Some 
of them are correct. 

The AFC is swimming with contenders 
this year, either in a sea of mediocrity or a 
pool of teams on the make, depending 
upon one’s perspective. Fourth graders 
have gone on to graduate from college in 
the time the AFC has failed to close the gap 
with the NFC. These days the gap may be 
wider than ever. Jim Kelly, long-time quar- 
terback for the most frustrated AFC repre- 
sentatives of all, the Buffalo Bills, in a rare 
mo-ment of retrospection last winter con- 
ceded the Bills were relieved not to be 
going back for a fifth consecutive Super 
Bowl because they had seen enough of the 
49ers to know what to expect. 

But hope springs eternal in the era of 
free agency. Teams have rearmed. Drafts 
were promising. Developing young play- 
ers are about to mature, There is a feel- 
ing, possibly wishful thinking, that maybe 
San Francisco suffered too many hits and 
that the Niners, along with the NFC, are 
ready to be had. 


EAST 
The feeling here is that the principal chal- 
lenge may come out of the East, where New 
England and Miami, the latter the defending 
division champion, should engage in hand- 
to-hand combat from September through 
December with Buffalo and Indianapolis pes- 
tering them along the way. The Dolphins 
made two serious free-agency acquisitions 
which should make them an even more 
prominent postseason team in 1995. One is 
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tight end Eric Green, the 
massive former Steeler who 
should be like found money 
as quarterback Dan Marino 
limps along in the winter of 
his career. The other is 
Trace Armstrong the ex- 
Chicago pass _ rusher 
whose signing Don Shula 
compared to the acquisi- 
tion of “another John Offer- 
dahl,” which is putting the 
newcomer in legendary 
Dolphin company. 

The thing people tend 
to forget about the Patriots 
is that they are a team still 
in ferment. They made a 
run at the division title a 
year ago, but that was at 
least a season sooner then expected. What 
happens when ex-Miami center Jeff Dellen- 
bach is added to an already sturdy offen- 
sive line? When Willie McGinest teams with 
Chris Slade in the quarterback assault? 
When the skills of free-agent signee 

Dave Meggett are added to the offen- 
sive mix? When wonder quarterback Drew 
Bledsoe gets more experience? 

Conventional wisdom could take a 
major beating since Shula's 64-year-old 
jaw is set more firmly than at any time in 
years. The expectation was that Shula 
would quietly slip into the executive suite 
after this season with Jimmy Johnson 
assuming command of the football team. 
First off, Johnson has discovered the plea- 
sures of everyday life his millions can bring. 
He genuinely likes his TV work on the Fox 
Network. Then there are Shula’s competi- 
tive fires. After all these 

years and more victories than any other 
pro coach, those fires have not been 
banked. Miami came close last year, losing 
to San Diego in a bizzare finish in the semifi- 
nals. It galled Shula that he could come that 
close and not get the job done. 


CENTRAL 
Pittsburgh, despite suffering some free- 
agency raids, the most grievous of which 
was Green, looks strong enough to repeat in 
the Central. Cleveland might have made a 
run at the Steelers, but the Browns virtually 
seceded from the last draft when they were 
unable to select Penn State end Kyle Brady 
with the first-round pick they received in the 


Eric Metcalf trade. What could jumble the 
AFC Central is the prospect that Jack- 
sonville may be the most muscular expan- 
sion franchise ever. The Jaguars built their 
team aggressively and intelligently, then 
had what might have been the best college 
draft in the NFL. 


WEST 
The West, with three new head coaches 
and the Joe Montana era in Kansas City at 
an end, is a jumble. The Chargers seem 
depleted after their Super Bow! defeat, los- 
ing a number of starters, including both 
safeties. An incalculable loss may be the 
retirement of long-time defensive guru Bill 
Arnsparger. It could be that San Diego will 
quietly repair itself on the eve of the season, 
as it did last year, but remember that both 
Charger playoff victories were achieved by 
the slimmest of margins with the slimmest 
amount of time remaining. The future could 
take them in any direction. 

The Raiders, with energing young talent 
such as defensive tackle Chester McGlock- 
ton and linebacker Ron Frederickson, plus 
a reinforced running game, could pop out 
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of the pack. New coach Mike White has 
never been a head man in the NFL before, 
but he was a well-respected college head 
coach at California and Illinois, and has 
long experience as an NFL aide in San 
Francisco and with the Raiders. 

When Mike Shanahan was the first head 
coach from outside the Raider family hired 
during the Al Davis era, the players couldn't 
wait to get rid of him. The crisis became so 
intense that something very un-Davis hap- 
pened: There was a midseason firing. Now 
Shanahan is back where he established his 
original reputation as Dan Reeves's imagi- 
native offensive coordinator. Shanahan 
succeeds Wade Phillips, whose second 
year was handicapped by a four-game, 
opening losing streak the Broncos never 
could quite overcome. This time Shanahan 
returns with the mantle of having been the 
coordinator for what may be the greatest of 
modern offenses, that of the 1994 San Fran- 
cisco 49ers. His greatest asset may be that 
he still has John Elway at quarterback, His 
second-greatest asset is that he's not the 
man who succeeds Reeves. Owner Pat 
Bowlen is a hard man to please. 

Seattle may be about to make its move if 
Dennis Erickson can make as smooth a tran- 
sition from college to NFL coaching as did 
another former Miami Hurricane coach, 
Jimmy Johnson. Erickson inherits a better 
team than Johnson did in Dallas, Rick Mirer 
is in his third year as quarterback and now 
he has ex-Cardinal Rickey Proehl and super 
speedy rookie Joey Galloway of Ohio State 
to throw to. The defense has Cortez Ken- 
nedy and other studs. 

Montana's late-April decision to 
announce his retirement was a signal that 
Kansas City's days as a challenger are over, 
at least temporarily. The quarterbacks left 
behind in Montana's wake are all career 
backups. The free-agency formula chosen 
by general manager Carl Peterson was an 
odd one. They signed four ex-New York Jets, 
including three defensive backs who didn't 
get their old team very far in New York. 


1995 ALL-AFC TEAM 

OFFENSE DEFENSE 

QB. Drew Bledsoe, New England DE Bruce Smith, Buffalo 

RB Marshall Faulk, Indianapolis DE Leslie O'Neal, San Diego 

RB James Stewart, Jacksonville DT Chester McGlockton, Los Angeles 
WR_ Tim Brown, Los Angeles DT Reuben Davis, San Diego 

WR_ Andre Rison, Cleveland OLB Chris Slade, New England 


TE Eric Green, Miami 


OC Mark Stepnoski, Houston 

OG Steve Wisniewski, Los Angeles CB 
OG Keith Sims, Miami CB 
OT Will Wolford Indianapolis $ 
OT Howard Ballard, Seattle S 
PK Jeff Jaeger, Los Angeles P 
KR Mel Gray, Houston ST 
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OLB Willie McGinest, New England 
MLB Junior Seau, San Diego 


COMINGS AND GOINGS 
There are some important changes 
among the flood of coordinator hirings 
and firings, too. Lindy Infante, once head 
coach of the Green Bay Packers, is the 
new offensive coordinator of the Colts. 
Indianapolis gave him something to work 
with by trading with Tampa Bay for quar- 
terback Craig Erickson, Infante’s chal- 
lenge will be to meld Erickson into a fairly 
conservative offense which features Mar- 
shall Faulk, the bright new running star. 

In Buffalo, the Bills had just 25 sacks last 
season and there were grumblings that the 
defense used by Walt Corey was not 
aggressive enough. So Corey went and 
Wade Phillips was hired with orders to 
attack. To emphasize that he meant it, 
owner Ralph Wilson signed Green Bay's val- 
ued blitzing linebacker, Bryce Paup; Denver 
nose tackle Ted Washington, and pass-rush 
specialist Jim Jeffcoat of Dallas. 

Jerry Rhome, long a respected quarter- 
back tutor, will introduce Steve McNair, 
Houston's exciting rookie, to the NFL. The 
Oilers, in Jeff Fisher's first full season as head 
coach, are in a pronounced state of rebuild- 
ing and it makes sense to start McNair, who 
has all the raw tools to excel as a pro, 

Dick Adolph, the ex-Kansas City 
defensive coordinator, assumes Arn- 
sparger's role in San Diego, a tough act to 
follow. Art Shell, the ex-head coach of the 
Raiders, gets the job of refashioning 
Kansas City's offensive line. Gary Kubiak, 
Elway's long-time understudy with the 
Broncos and last year the San Francisco 
quarterback coach, returned to Denver 
along with Shanahan to counsel Elway as 
the quarterback coach. 


ROOKIES 
There could be a number of impact 
rookies, considering the disheveled 
state of the conference. Impact is 
what the Cincinnati Bengals had in 
mind when they traded up from fifth 
place in the draft order to first and 


Ray Buchanan, Indianapolis 
Rod Woodson, Pittsburgh 
Eric Turner, Cleveland | 
Darren Perry, Pittsburgh 
Chris Mohr, Buffalo 

Steve Tasker, Buffalo 


selected Ki-Jana Carter, the Penn State run- 
ning back, who would improve any team's 
running game. 

Galloway could be the making of Mirer 
in Seattle, especially considering the Sea- 
hawks’ new supporting cast. Mark Bruener, 
the tough, hard-blocking tight end from the 
University of Washington, will be the imme- 
diate replacement for Eric Green in the 
Pittsburgh lineup. The Jets, who lost their 
best pass rusher, Jeff Lageman, to Jack- 
sonville in the free-agent wars, get a spec- 
tacular replacement in Hugh Douglas, the 
young linebacker from Central State. Stew- 
art will be a celebrity in Jacksonville. 

McNair's impact in Houston might 
come late in the season, but it should 
come. The critics wondered why the 
Raiders would waste a first-round pick on 
the undersized Napoleon Kaufman of the 
Washington Huskies, especially since they 
already re-signed Harvey Williams for a 
season and have other backs. But Kauf- 
man is an extremely bright player as well 
as a fast one and his dedication to football 
could produce some bonus results. 


Predictions for 1995 individual honors: 
® Rushing: Marshall Faulk, Indianapolis 

® Passing: Dan Marino, Miami 

® Receiving: Andre Rison, Cleveland 

® MVP Offense: Tim Brown, Raiders 

® MVP Defense: Bruce Smith, Buffalo 


®@ Offensive Rookie of the Year: 


James Stewart, Jacksonville 
® Defensive Rookie of the Year: 
Hugh Douglas, New York 

® Coach of the Year. 
Bill Parcells, New England 


~ 
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NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS 


Bill Parcells, the coach who made the phrase 
“power football wins” famous, stood on the 
sidelines in wonder and sometimes disbelief 
in mid-November last season. Parcells-style 
football is not 50 passes per game. 
But that's what he was watching, 
and more. His quarterback, 
Drew Bledsoe, threw 70 pass- 
es and completed 45 of 
: 4 es them. No NFL quarterback 
fo‘) re ever attempted more or 
PX “ih completed more. In the 
™ end, Parcells couldn't 
complain. The Patriots, trailing, 20-3, at 
half-time, came back to defeat the Minneso- 
ta Vikings, 26-20, the turnaround game in the 
Pats’ successful push to the playoffs, some- 
place they hadn't been since 1986. 

The question now is how far can Par- 
cells go living on the football edge? Last 
season the Patriots averaged a mere 2.8 
yards per rushing attempt and had a total 
of just 1,332 ground yards. Even great 
young quarterbacks can be stopped by 
strong defenses, as the Pats and Bledsoe 
were blunted by Cleveland in the playoffs. 
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1984 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Bahr 117 points on 36 extra pores 

and 27 field goals...... ee {I 
RUSHING—Butts, 703 yards on 243) caries, 

29avg., 8 TDs... 
PASSING—Bledsoe, 
4,555 yards and 25 TDs...... .A0th 
RECEIVING —Coates, 96 receptions for 1, 174 vas, 
12.2avg.,7 TDs.... eglctesiorch 
INTERCEPT 1ONS—Hurst, for 68 yards, 

9.7 average .... ound td 
PUNTING—O'Neill, 69 punts, 412. 20, longest 

67 yards..... sonst Th 
PUNT RETURNS—Brown, 24 for: 202' yards, 

84 average... 2 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Critlenden, 24 tor 460 yaids, 
19.2 average. ASI 
SACKS—Slade, 9.5 sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 4 DETROIT (N) 
12 MINNESOTA (N) 
17 _AtPhiadelphia (N) 
25 _AtLos Angeles (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 


November 5  ALNY.Jals... 


23 Alindianapolis (N).. 


Parcells worked aggressively during the 
offseason to provide some balance to the 
attack. He signed Dave Meggett, his old 
jack-of-many-trades with the Giants. 
Meggett should provide Bledsoe with all 
sorts of third-down options as well as add 
occasional unpredictability to the running 
game. Almost as important was the signing 
of Miami center Jeff Dellenbach. The Patri- 
ots needed someone to evict those big nose 
tackles, and that is in Dellenbach’s resume. 

Parcells might have strengthened his 
running game much more in the college 
draft, but the whispers around the league 
are that “Big Tuna” opened his mouth about 
how much he admired running back James 
Stewart of Tennessee. The man he talked to 
was his former aide, Tom Coughlin, now the 
football boss of the Jacksonville Jaguars, 
who traded up ahead of the Giants in the 
draft and took Stewart. Parcells will have to 
figure out something to make a running 
game go, just as he did with the venerable 
Ottis Anderson in the Giants’ last Super 
Bow! season. Marion Butts averaged just 
2.9 yards after coming from San Diego. 
Leroy Thompson did a little better, but he 
lacks explosiveness. The Pats lost one of 
their most underrated players, fullback 
Kevin Turner, who was signed as a free 
agent by Philadelphia. 

The draft brought Curtis Martin of Pitt, 
who came out as a fourth-year junior with an 
injury-pocked career. What Parcells hopes 
for is the Martin of 1993, when he ran for 
1,075 yards and seven touchdowns. Last 
season, after a fast start, Martin suffered a 
severe ankle sprain that kept him out of the 
lineup for the rest of the fall. He's a hard run- 
ner with good quickness and balance, 
something New England's running game 
can use. Eventually he could help the pass- 
ing game since he’s a good receiver, but 
with Meggett around, Parcells is unlikely to 
burden Martin with extra chores. In fact, he'll 
probably share the ball-carrying assign- 
ments for half the season. 

The running game is vitally important to 
Parcells, because despite Bledsoe's skills 
and his spectacular numbers (25 touch- 
downs and a league-leading 4,555 yards 
passing), there is too much all-or-nothing 
involved. The youngster was intercepted 27 
times and his interception percentage was 
among the highest in the NFL. Of course, 
the Pats would be out of business without 
Bledsoe. He, almost alone, can keep them 
in contention. Last season began with 
shootout losses of 39-35 to Miami, then 38- 
35 to Buffalo, Even Cincinnati extended 
them, 31-28, before the Pats pulled out their 
first victory. The flip side is that no deficit 
seems too large with Bledsoe at quarter- 
back. In the next-to-last game, with the play- 
offs in doubt, Buffalo assumed a quick 17-3 
lead, but Bledsoe blew that away in no time 
and the Patriots cruised. 
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A great deal of the offensive design cen- 
ters around pass protection. Bledsoe was 
sacked only 22 times in 691 passing 
attempts. Left tackle Bruce Armstrong was 
particularly effective protecting Bledsoe’s 
blind side. He ended up in the Pro Bowl. The 
offensive line is capable of more than keep- 
ing Bledsoe in a sealed box. Armstrong and 
Pat Harlow form one of the better tackle 
tandems in the league. Bob Kratch was an 
important free agent last fall and now Dellen- 
bach adds strength and savvy. When the 
Pats go to a double-tight-end setup, John 
Burke makes underrated contributions. Even 
without a feature ball carrier, look for the Pats 
to move up markedly from the No. 27 ranking 
that embarrassed Parcells a year ago. 

Bledsoe has many targets, but chief 
among them is Ben Coates, who emerged 
as one of the premier tight ends in the game, 
leading the AFC with 96 catches which pro- 
duced 1,174 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Coates was a crucial man on third downs. 
Vincent Brisby, a speed guy, averaged 15.6 
yards on his 58 catches, scoring five touch- 
downs. Thompson also caught five TD 
passes among his 65 receptions, numbers 
sure to go down with the arrival of Meggett. 


Subtracted for this fall are the 126 catches 
made by Turner and Michael Timpson. 
Timpson, who had 74, signed with the Bears 
as a free agent. Timpson may be easier to 
replace. Ray Crittenden averaged almost a 
yard more than Timpson on his 28 catches 
and got into the end zone as much—three 
times. Bledsoe could get a big lift from Kevin 
Lee, the club's No. 2 draftee in 1994, who 
missed the entire season due to injury. Par- 
cells didn’t feel a need to draft a receiver 
this time. 

The operative word for the New England 
defense is “takeaways.” No team had more 
than the Pats’ 40 (22 interceptions and 18 
fumble recoveries). Chances are they could 
be more opportunistic this season. Their 
overall defensive rating, 18th in 1994, 
should also rise. 

It took until November, but the newly 
fashioned secondary finally did get its act 
together. For the first nine games, the defen- 
sive backs were burned so frequently it was 
becoming an NFL scandal. That was the 
reason for so many shootouts. But then cor- 
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nerback Ricky Reynolds tightened up his 
performance and so did his fellow free 
agent, free safety Myron Guyton. The solid 
man in the deep coverage is Maurice Hurst. 
Pass coverage so concerns Parcells that he 
spent two of his first four draft choices on 
cornerbacks. That is obviously an anti- 
Miami move. The top pick was Ty Law, who 
left Michigan a year early. With his second 
pick in the third round, Parcells gambled on 
Jimmy Hitchcock of North Carolina, once 
rated the best secondary prospect in the 
draft but downgraded because of a risky 
knee condition. Another defensive back, 
Carlos Yancy, was selected in Round 7. 
Someone will have to replace strong safety 
Harlon Barnett, who left via free agency. 

The strength of the defense, and its best 
prospect for improvement, is the lineback- 
ing. The Patriots had 39 sacks last year. In 
the conference, only San Diego and Pitts- 
burgh, the AFC’s Super Bowl semifinalists, 
had more. Outside linebackers Chris Slade 
and Willie McGinest contributed 14, with 
Slade getting 9.5. The expectation is that 
McGinest could make a giant leap as a pro 
sophomore, No telling how far Slade, a ris- 
ing star, can climb. Inside backer Vincent 
Brown is one of the foremost run pluggers in 
the league and his partner, Todd Collins, 
has been a pleasant surprise. Adding to an 
already robust roster of backers is second- 
round draftee Ted Johnson of Colorado. 

It's changeover time in the defensive line, 
central to the Patriots’ embarrassing yield of 
4.2 yards per rushing play in ‘94. The most 


Bill Parcells, Head Coach 

Maurice Carthon, Offensive Assistant 
Romeo Crennel, Defensive Line 

Al Groh, Defensive Coordinator 

Fred Hoaglin, Offensive Line 

Chris Palmer, Wide Receivers 
Johnny Parker, Strength & Conditioning 
Ray Perkins, Offensive Coordinator 
Mike Pope, Running Backs 

Dante Scarnecchia, Special Assistant 
Mike Sweatman, Special Teams 

Bob Trott, Defensive Backs 

Charlie Weis, Tight Ends 


from Indianapolis. Also signed was Reggie 
White. No, not that Reggie White. This is the 
reserve from San Diego. They join other vet- 
erans such as 13-year-man Mike Pitts, Aaron 
Jones, Tim Roberts, and Mike Jones, who 
had six sacks a year ago. 

Parcells doesn't ask too much of kicker 
Matt Bahr, who connected on 27 of 34 field 
goals but didn't try one 50 yards or longer. 
Pat O'Neill, after a shaky rookie start, aver- 
aged 41.2 yards as the punter and kicked off 
strongly. The Pats need a return man, and 
that's another area where Meggett fits in. 


notable pickup is 10-year veteran Jon Hand " 
5 


0. name pos 


50 Abrams, Bobby...........LB 
78 Armstrong, Bruce........T 
65 Arthur, Mike. od 
3 Bahr, Matt:.... 
98 Barnett, Troy 
11 Bledsoe, Drew... 
51 Bowden, Andre... 
82 Brisby, Vincent. 
30. Brown, Corin... 
86 Brown, Troy 
59 Brown, Vincent... 
85 Burke, John 
44 Bulls, Marion... 
87 Coates, Ben.. 
54 Collins, Todd... 
81 Crittenden, Ray .. 
26 Croom, Corey ... 
65. Dellenbach, Jeff 
99 Deossie, Steve .. 
88 Francisco, Paul . 
33 Gash, Sam... 
67 Gisler, Mike . 
29 Guyton, Myron... 
77 Harlow, Pat......., 
37 Hurst, Maurice... 
97 Jones, Aaron...... 
96 Jones, Mike . 
61 Kratch, Bob. 
68 Lane, Max... 
86 Lee, Kevin... 
35 Legelte, Burnie... 
43 Lewis, Vernon... 
55 McGinest, Willie .... 
30 Meggett, David. 
70 Moore, Brandon 
58 Moore, Marty... 
5 O'Neill, Pat... 
93 Pitts, Mike... 
23 Ray, Terry..... 
21 Reynolds, Ricky 
68 Roberts, Tim 
71 Rucci, Todd.. 
95 Sabb, Dwayne... 
74 Skene, Doug ..... 
53 Slade, Chris..... ? 
63 Stanley, Sylvester........ 
36 Thompson, Leroy.........RB 
91 Walker, Bruce... 
7 Walker, Jay ....... 
25 Whigham, Larry 
90 White, Reggie... 
27 Wren, Darry)..... 


3 Hitchcock, Jimmy .......6B 
4 Wohlabaugh, Dave......C 
6 Philyaw, Dino.... 
7 Yancy, Carios..... 


PATRIOTS VETERAN ROSTER 


Al wt age college 


6-3 230 29 Michigan 
6-4 284 30 Louisville 
6-3 280 28 Texas A&M 
5-10 175 39 Penn State 
6-4 280 25 No. Carolina 
6-5 233 24 Washington St 
6-3 240 28 Fayetteville St, 
6-1 186 25 NE Louisiana 
6-0 192 26 Michigan 
§-9 190 24 Marshall 
6-2 245 31 Miss. Valley 
6-3 258 24 Virginia Tech 
6-1 248 29 Florida State 
64 245 26 Livingstone 
6-2 242 26 Carson-New. 
6-0 188 26 Virginia Tech 
5-11 212 25 Ball State 
6-5 290 33 Wisconsin 
6-2 248 33 Boston Col, 
6-6 236 26 Boston U. 
5-11 224 27 Penn State 
6-4 300 26 Houston 

6-1 205 26 E. Kentucky 
6-6 290 27 USC 

5-10 185 28 Southem 
6-5 267 29 E. Kentucky 
6-4 295 26 N. C.State 
6-3 288 30 lowa 

6-6 307 25 Naw 

6-0 189 25 Alabama 
6-0 243 25 Michigan 
5-10 192 25 Pittsburah 
6-4 255 24 USC 

5-7 180 30 Towson Stale 
6-7 290 26 Duke 

6-0 242 25 Kentucky 
6-1 195 25 Syracuse 
6-5 277 35 Alabama 

6-1 205 26 Okiahoma 
5-11 190 31 Washington St. 
6-6 318 27 S. Mississippi 
6-5 291 25 Penn State 
6-4 248 26 New Hamp. 
6-6 294 26 Michigan 
6-4 232 25 Virginia 

6-2 283 26 Michigan 
5-11 217 28 Penn State 
326 23 UCLA 

230 24 Howard 

199 24 NE Louisiana 
300 26 N.C. A&T 
188 29 Pittsburg St. 


16 Zolak, Scott.........1.. 222 28 Maryland 
DRAFTEES 

fd.name pes hl wt college 

DV LAW, TY vcccccssseeseeOB 5-11 196 Michigan 

2 Johnson, Ted...........» LB 6-3 238 Colorado 

3 Martin, Curtis.............RB 5-11 197 Pitstburgh 


5-10 194 North Carolina 
6-3 304 Syracuse 

5-10 190 Oregon 
6-0 185 Georgia 


aa 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


The Mt. Rushmore features seem sharper, 
the gaze more penetrating, the ambition 
definitely more burning—if that’s possible. 
Don Shula is not quite ready to step into the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame yet, but he’s over- 
ready for another Super Bowl. 
Shula not only rehabilitated 
his torn Achilles’ tendon, he 
did some impressive work 
‘ (Si on the improvement of his 
et football team over the 
PS 0 an 


j winter after losing to 
w* > a 


the San Diego Charg- 
= ers in the playoffs. He 

took risks in his renova- 
tion job. Some solid, some that could turn 
out to be foolish. He signed Pittsburgh's 
huge tight end, Eric Green, who at times 
was a pain to the Steelers. It was Green who 
organized the infamous pregame “victory 
rap” video that so enraged the Chargers in 
the AFC final. But then Keith Jackson, 
Green's predecessor, was no day at Miami 
Beach. Shula also re-signed wide receiver 
Randal Hill, whom he once made his No. 1 
draft choice, despite a reputation that was 
off-putting even by Miami Hurricane stan- 
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dards. Shula traded Hill before he got to 
play a game for the Dolphins, but he’s taking 
a second chance. 

The most startling risk was Shula’s deci- 
sion to sign Brent Moss of Wisconsin as a 
college free agent after the rest of the NFL 
had shunned Moss in the draft. He would 
have been at least a second-round draft 
choice, probably higher. When the Buffalo 
Bill scouted him after he won the Rose 
Bowl's Most Valuable Player award as a 
junior, they saw the second coming of Thur- 
man Thomas. What got him red-flagged on 
draft day—and dropped from the Badger 
squad early in the season—was an extreme- 
ly serious cocaine charge. There is also a 
domestic abuse charge in his background, 
something that isn’t so easily dismissed in 
the NFL any longer. 

Yet if Green plays up to his potential, he 
will be Dan Marino's new best friend. If Hill 
has matured, the Dolphins will have a more 
dangerous receiving partner for Irving Fryar 
than the departed Mark Ingram. If Moss gets 
an “A” in deportment, the Miami running 
game, which improved notably last year, 
could be a force. 

Even without all those factors in ‘94, the 
Dolphins led the league in offense and the 


AFC in scoring. They knocked off Kansas 
City and Joe Montana in the first round of the 
playoffs, then lost to San Diego, the eventu- 
al champ, by one point. Marino, despite an 
incomplete recovery from his Achilles’ ten- 
don surgery, led the AFC in passing and in 
touchdown passes (30). His 4,453 yards 
were second to New England’s 
Drew Bledsoe by just 102 
yards. Still, Shula was not 
without his worries. Terry 
Kirby, who began the sea- 
son like Miami's version of Ricky 
Watters, suffered a knee injury in 
the fourth game and didn’t play 
again. Fullback Keith Byars, the pre- 
mier blocker/receiver, suffered a seri- 
ous knee injury in November and didn't 
return. Entering training camp, Shula was 
sure of neither player. 

The offensive line, which protects Marino 
nearly flawlessly, suffered wounds, defec- 
tion, and aging. Jeff Dellenbach, the valued 
center, signed with New England as a free 
agent. Right guard Bert Weidner, who 
developed into a solid right guard, suffered 
a late-season ankle injury that defied post- 
season rehabilitation. The play of right tack- 
le Ron Heller deteriorated late last year and 
this is his 12th in the NFL. Miami may have a 
built-in replacement for Dellenbach in Tim 
Ruddy, last year’s No. 2 draftee. To guard 
against carnage on the right side of the line, 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Stoyanovich 107 points on 35 exira 
points and 24 field gcals..... seve 
RUSHING—Parmalee, 868 yards on 216 caities, 

4,453 yards and 30 TDs... sasnel St 
RECEIVING—Fryar, 73 receptions fort 270 yards, 
SHAVES MIDS qui cominicatnsdeeranscamatben oth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Vincent:; 5 for 113 yards, 

22.6 aVOrADE, 1 TD.esrcarsen ones 6H 


PUNTING—Amold, 4B ans, Ban, Jonge 


4 JACKSONVILLE (N) 

11 At Atlanta (N) 

19 WASHINGTON (N) 

25 vs. Tampa Bay at Orlando (N) 


10 

18 

24 

1 At Cincinnati 

§ INDIANAPOLIS. 
15 AEN@W OPCS... ssssreeyesssensens — 
22 
29 

November 5 
2 
20 SAN FRANCISCO (N))...ccscssssessene 
26 

December 3 


24 AtSt. Louis. 
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“lace Uiamée Dalplhiur... 
GUNNING FOR THE TOP! 


The AFC East champion Miami 
Dolphins were one of the most exciting 
teams in the NFL last year and key 
offseason acquisitions have them 
primed for a run at the Super Bow! 
Follow the Dolphins back to the top 
in Dolphin Digest, the publication 
Dolphins fans have turned to for the 
inside story on their team for over 20 
years. Published 26 times a year — 
weekly August through the playoffs, 
plus four special offseason issues — 
Dolphin Digest offers the most 
comprehensive coverage available 
on the Dolphins. 


DON’T MISS AN ISSUE 


e Game Coverage ® Action Photos ¢ Top Columnists 
e Previews & Rosters ¢ Player Features & Much More 
Plus, you’ll get insight in a regular column from the 
NFL’s winningest coach - Don Shula! 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS TOLL FREE 1-800-334-4005 or FAX (305) 477-1346 


fa YES! Enter my subscription to Dolphin Digest for the term indicated | = FREE 
below. | have enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card). 4 sete 


| apshaas mais Sheek Set Sa I SIBBEHBe to Dolphin Digest before 
112 yeas 2 eave) se. VISA MC GAMEX DIDIS Sept. 15, 1995 and you'll receive a FREE 
Io 3 years (78 issues) - $86.95* copy of the official Miami Dolphins 1995 
Media Guide’. In it you’ll find: 


I 
1 
I 
Fla, residents add 61% sales tax Card No. I 
10 Check here if renewal Exp. Date 
I e Player profiles & photos. 
¢ Complete individual and team 
I 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 © Send my subscription first class mail 
records. 


| I've enclosed an additional $35.00 per year. Phone No. 
e Franchise history. 
¢ 1994 season in review and a ’95 
*NOTE: Add $3.00 per year for postage and handling if you wish to receive the Media Guide. % 


preview 
Send to: DOLPHIN DIGEST « Box 526600, Miami, FL 33152-6600 e Player stats, team stats & more! 


NOTE: Canadian & Mexican subscribers please add $6.00 & pay in U.S. funds Hurry, supplies are limited! 


NAME 


q 

1 

1 

i 

| ADDRESS 
I 

I CITY/STATE/ZIP 
I 
I 


"mathe Dolphins drafted linemen with their first 


two selections. The first is Billy Milner of 
Houston, who can play tackle. Some NFL 
teams considered Milner an injury risk, but 
all agreed he was a fine player. The second 
was 299-pound guard Andrew Greene of 
Indiana. Shula would not be leery of starting 
both Milner and Greene if he has to. He's 
done it before with left tackle Richmond 
Webb and left guard Keith Sims when they 
were rookies in 1990. Webb went to the Pro 
Bowl that year and every season afterward. 
Simms joined him the last two years. 

Green will be a much more enthusiastic 
blocker than Jackson, which may be damn- 
ing with faint praise. Green caught 46 pass- 
es, 13 fewer than Jackson, but they 
averaged a full two yards more. Remember 
that he had Neil O'Donnell passing to him, 
not Marino. The Dolphins made an interest- 
ing choice in the fourth round of the draft, 
selecting tight end Pete Mitchell, a great 
player at Boston College. Mitchell is more of 
an H-back for the pros, but Marino did a lot 
of business with Joe Rose in the ‘80s, and 
Mitchell has more talent. He also brings a 
bonus skill: He's a long snapper. Fryar had 
the season of his career with 73 catches for 
1,270 yards and seven touchdowns. His 
stats could go down but his effectiveness 
should go up. Likely to start opposite him is 
O.J. McDuffie, with Hill the third wide receiv- 
er. McDuffie touched the ball 42 times last 
year and produced 31 first downs. That's 
reason enough to be in the starting lineup. 

In case Kirby and Byars don’t recover 
fully, or Moss proves too risky, the Dolphins 
are protected. They believe there is safety in 
numbers. Bernie Parmalee, the most 


famous ex-UPS employee in America, 
gained 868 yards, averaging four yards per 
carry, and caught 34 passes. Irving Spikes, 
an undrafted rookie, averaged 4.5 yards a 
carry and gained 312 yards. The Dolphins 
finished 13th in the NFL in rushing, which is 
the stratosphere for them. 

Miami allowed more points than any 
other AFC playoff team, so Shula had to 
address that problem. He did so with trades, 
dealing with Green Bay for cornerback Ter- 
rell Buckley and with Chicago for pass rush- 
er Trace Armstrong. Buckley still bears burn 


marks from his time with the Packers, but he* 


is more likely to play a nickel back role in 
Miami. Armstrong had 7.5 sacks for the 
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Bears, more than any Dolphin except end 
Jeff Cross, whose re-signing Shula made a 
priority. The keystone of the new defense 
was laid last year when Tim Bowens, the 
monster tackle, was drafted. Bowens 
clogged up the running lanes and pushed 
the passing pocket, something that had 
been missing from the Miami defense for 
years. With Armstrong, Cross, strongman 
Chuck Klingbeil, and Marco Coleman oper- 
ating with him in one form or another, the 
pass rush should be improved. 

The linebacking, too, could be better. 
This will be Bryan Cox's second year in the 
middle. Experience and the fact that is no 
longer such a loose cannon will help. Chris 
Singleton performed like the outside backer 
New England always hoped he would be 
when it made him a premium draft choice, 
then he broke his leg in late November. If 
Singleton returns to form, it will give Tom Oli- 
vadotti, the defensive coordinator, more 
flexibility. Aubrey Beavers had a so-so rook- 
ie season on the outside. 

The wild card in the Miami defense is 
Shula’s open desire to sign Deion Sanders 
for the stretch run. According to Deion, the 
Dolphins finished as runner-up to San Fran- 
cisco in his round-the-league tour last year. 
Troy Vincent has already declared himself 
“the best cornerback in the league,” so J.B. 


Don Shula, Head Coach 

Joel Collier, Staff Assistant 

John Gamble, Strength 

Joe Greene, Defensive Line 

George Hill, Linebackers 

Rich McGeorge, Assistant Offensive Lines 
Tony Nathan, Offensive Backs 

Tom Olivadotti, Defense 

Mel Phillips, Defensive Backs 

Monte Clark, Offensive Line 

Larry Seiple, Receivers 

Gary Stevens, Offensive/Quarterbacks 
Junior Wade, Conditioning 

Mike Westhoff, Special Teams 


Brown probably would move to safety, join- 
ing Gene Atkins, if Sanders does become a 
Dolphin. If Miami stays a non-Deion zone, 
Michael Stewart returns to strong safety with 
Atkins at free safety. 

Kicker Pete Stoyonovich converted 24 of 
his 31 field goal attempts last season, not up 
to his pace from 1990-92 but good enough 
to keep him among the NFL's most feared. 
McDuffie's punt- and kickoff-return work 
was not up to his earlier performances. 


no. name pos 


92 Armstrong, Trace........DE 
28 Atkins, Gene... ee 

84 Baty, Greg Bo 
53 Beavers, Aubrey.......... 
95 Bowens, Tim... 
77 Brothen, Kevin 
37 Brown, J.B...... 
27 Buckley, Terrell 3 
54 Bullough, Chuck......... 
41 Byars, Keith...... 
98 Caesar, Mark... 
84 Clark, Gary....... i 
90 Coleman, Marco......... 
51 Cox, Bryan...... 
91 Cross, Jeff....... Hu! 
59 Dotson, Dewayne........LB 
57 Foxx, Dion...... rit 


80 Fryar, Irving... =) 
93 Gaines, William...........DT 
32 Gary, Cleveland.......,...AB 
42 Green, Chris 0B 
86 Green, Eric. mS 
73 Heller, Ron. 2) 
89 Hill, Randal WR 
31 Hill, Sean... CB 
50 Hollier, Dwight AB 
76. Irwin, Tim........ 


38 Jackson, Calvin 
97 Jackson, Tyoka 


17 Kidd, John . 

43. Kirby, Terry...... RB 
99 Klingbeil, Chuck..........NT 
19 Kosar, Bernie .. OB 
47 Malone, Darrell CB 
13 Marino, Dan...... QB 


81 McDuffie, O.. 
11 McGwire, Dan, 
83 Miller, Scott * 
20 Oliver, Muhammad .....CB 
30. Parmalee, Bernie.......... 

61 Ruddy, Tim 
22 Saxon, James.. 
69 SIMS, KEIN esses 
55 Singleton, Chris.......... 
29 Smith, Frankie. 
58 Solomon, Jesse... 
40 Spikes, Irving... 
35 Stewart, Michael .. 
10 Stoyanovich, Pete 
94 Veasey, Craig... 
23 Vincent, Troy... 
78 Webb, Richmond . 
79 Webster, Larry 
60 Weidner, Bert... A 
87 Williams, Mike............WR 
85 Williams, Ronnie.........TE 
49 Wilson, Robert......... RB 


rd.name 


1 Milner, Billy .....cs00-0 oT 
2 Greene, Andrew ..0G 
4 Mitchell, Pete... WE 
5 Hand, Norman. DT 


DOLPHINS VETERAN ROSTER 


ht — wt age college 


6-4 265 30 Florida 
5-11 200 31 Florida A&M 
6-6 240 31 Stanlord 
6-3 233 24 Oklahoma 
6-4 315 23 Mississippi 
6-1 284 26 Vanderbilt 
6-0 190 29 Maryland 
5-9 174 25 Florida State 
6-1 238 27 Michigan St. 
6-1 256 32 Ohio State 
6-2 295 26 Miami 

5-9 175 34 JMU 

6-3 262 26 Georgia Tech 
6-4 242 28 W. Illinois 
6-4 273 30 Missouri 
6-1 250 25 Mississippi 
6-3. 249 25 JMU 

6-0 200 33 Nebraska 
6-5 300 25 Florida 

6-0 226 30 Miami 

5-11 189 28 Illinois 

6-5 280 29 Liberty 

6-6 293 33 Penn State 
5-10 180 26 Miami 

5-10 175 24 Montana Stale 
6-2 250 27 No. Carolina 
6-7 297 37 Tennessee 
5-10 179 23 Auburn 

6-1 266 24 Penn State 
6-3. 208 34 Northwestern 
6-1 219 26 Virginia 

6-1 289 30.N. Michigan 
6-5 215 32 Miami 

5-10 182 28 J'ville St 

6-4 224 34 Pittsburgh 
5-10 185 26 Penn State 
6-8 239 28 San Diego St. 
5-11 179 27 UCLA 

5-11 170 27 Oregon 
5-11 204 28 Ball State 
6-3 282 24 Notre Dame 
5-11 237 30 San Jose St. 
6-3 303 29 lowa State 
6-2 242 29 Arizona 

5-9 186 27 Baylor 

6-0 235 32 Florida State 
5-8 215 25 NE Louisiana 
6-0 195 30 Fresno State 
5-10 195 29 Indiana 

6-2 300 30 Houston 

6-0 192 26 Wisconsin 
6-6 302 29 Texas A&M 
6-5 288 27 Maryland 
6-2 290 30 Kent Stale 
5-11 183 29 Northeastern 
6-3 259 30 Oklahoma St. 
6-0 258 27 Texas A&M 


wt college 


6-5 290 Houston 
6-3 299 Indiana 
6-2 242 Boston College 
6-3 325 Mississippi 
6-3 243 USC 

6-5 330 Hampton 
178 Lenoir-Rhyne 
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INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Everyone kept saying, “Give the Colts a 
quarterback and they would be dangerous.” 
They weren't talking about a Drew Bledsoe 
or a Rick Mirer. With Marshall Faulk in their 
backfield, they didn’t need that. What Indi- 
anapolis needed was a quarterback who 
could provide some stability and consisten- 
cy to take them off the merry- 
go-round they had been 
on with Jim Harbaugh, 
Don Majkowski, Brown- 
ing Nagle, and Jack 
Trudeau since Jeff 
George was ban- 
ished to Atlanta two 
years ago. 

It required a fairly stiff price, but the Colts 
seem to have their man in Craig Erickson, 
whom they obtained from the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. Erickson smoked them as the 
Bucs won an early-season game last year, 
but what impressed them most about the 
new guy is that he seems capable of run- 
ning a control offense that will be far more 
balanced than it was 1994, when Indy fin- 
ished dead last in the NFL in passing. Even 
when you have the fourth-ranked running 
game, there has to be a certain amount of 
dimension. Erikson was the sixth-ranked 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Biasucci 85 points on 37 extra eure 

and 16 field goals. ww 2th 
RUSHING—Faulk, 1,282: yards on 314 cartes, 

4,1 avg,, 11 TDs.... Steen at 
PASSING—Harbaugh, 125 of 202: attempts for 

1,440 yards and 9 TDs..., 

RECEIVING—Turner, 52 receptions for 593 ‘yards, 

a WC Sec) vious [Lyte Aarne (aeaRSOE Sue te 22nd 
Faulk, 52 recaptions for 522 yards, 10.0 avg., 
INTERCEPTIONS—Buchanan, 8 for 221 yards, 

27.6 average, 3 TDs... conned 
PUNTING—Stark, 73 punts, 42. n 20. longest 

60 yards..... aan 
PUNT RETURNS—Brewer, 4 for 339 yards, 

8.1 average... wlth 
KICKOFF RETURNS Hovey, 35 for 783 yards, 

22.4 average, 1 TD.... 6th 
SACKS—Bennett, 9. 0 Sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 4 CINCINNATI (N) 
12 AtSealtle(N) 
19 AtGreen Bay 
24 CHICAGO (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 
CINCINNATI...... 
10 AtN.Y. Jets... 
17 = AtBuffalo. 
24 OPEN DATE.. — 
October 1 ST.LOUIS _ 
8 AtMiami....... 
15 SANFRANCISCO.... — 
22 ALLA Raiders... _ 

29 ONY. JETS....... 
November 5 BUFFALO 
12. AtNew Orleans. — 
At New England. 


December 3 
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CRAIG 
ERICKSON 


passer in the NFC, completing over 56 per- 
cent of his throws for 2,919 yards and 16 
touchdowns with 10 interceptions. 

The new offensive coordinator is Lindy 
Infante, ex-head coach of the Green Bay 
Packers. Long before the west coast 
offense became the rage, Infante conduct- 
ed controlled passing games as coordinator 
of strong Cleveland and Cincinnati teams. 
This is still, basically, a Faulk offense, and 
why not when you have the brightest and 
most exciting runners to enter the league in 
several seasons? Not that much explosion is 
needed with Faulk around. Not only does 
the opposition hold its breath each time he 
carries the ball from scrimmage, he also had 
the second-longest reception in the AFC 
last year, an 85-yard touchdown. Faulk 
opened with a 143-yard rushing game 


against Houston in his pro debut, followed it 
up with 104 yards against Tampa Bay, and 
just kept going until he finished with 1,282 
yards for the season. He averaged 112.75 
yards per game from scrimmage. Only old 
Colt heroes Lydell Mitchell, Eric Dickerson, 
and Hall of Famer Lenny Moore ever topped 
that in franchise annals. Faulk cruised into 
the Pro Bowl. 

Judging by the team that coach Ted 
Marchibroda and personnel chief Bill Tobin 
put together, there could be more of the 
same, with enough to get into the playoffs. 
Using expensive free agents Will Wolford at 
left tackle and Kirk Lowdermilk at center as 
the foundation, the Colts now have an offen- 
sive line that serves as a group bodyguard 
for Faulk and should be able to protect 
Erickson, considering the manner in which 
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defenses have to respect the Indy running 
game first. Right guard Joe Staysniak joined 
Wolford and Lowdermilk as every-game 
starters. Randy Dixon is the left guard and 
Zefross Moss and Cecil Gray will battle it out 
at right tackle. 

With tight end Kerry Cash gone to the 
Raiders as a free agent, rookie Ken Dilger of 
Illinois is the favorite to start and could also 
inherit the long-snapper duties. With Faulk 
around, fullback Roosevelt Potts is now 
mainly a lead blocker, but he can carry the 
ball and catch it, even break the occasional 
big one as he did on a 52-yarder against the 
Patriots. The draft brings another versatile 
fullback, Zack Crockett of Florida State. 

You have to go down to the 22nd posi- 
tion in the AFC pass-receiving standings to 
find a Colt. In fact, Faulk tied for that honor, 
too. He and Floyd Turner each caught 52 
passes. Turner averaged just 11.4 yards 
although he scored six touchdowns. Sean 
Dawkins caught one fewer pass but aver- 
aged 14.5 yards and scored five touch- 
downs. Dawkins and Faulk caught passes 
in every game. Flipper Anderson, long a 
favorite with the L.A. Rams, was signed as a 
free agent and provides a needed deep 
threat. He averaged 20.5 yards on 46 catch- 
es, five of them for scores, in the final sea- 
son in Anaheim. 


The presence of Faulk and the trade for 
Erickson overshadows the fact that much of 
what the Colts are about now is defense. 
Indianapolis won four of its last six games in 
‘94 (both losses were to New England) and 
in the process limited the opposition to an 
average of just over 14 points. The defense 
is young, was reinforced in the draft, and will 
get better. 

The linebacking features two of the most 
widely acclaimed outside backers to enter 
the league in the ‘90s: Trev Alberts will be on 
the left side and Quentin Coryatt on the 
right. Alberts underwent early surgery for a 
balky elbow, but when he returned he 
demonstrated he will be a force as a pass 
rusher. In two seasons, Coryatt had 15 dou- 
ble-digit tackle games. He was the middle 
linebacker as a rookie, then moved to the 
right side. Jeff Herrod is now the run-plug- 
ging middle man. 

Free agent Tony Bennett contributed 
nine sacks from right end. There was a solid 
inside rush from Tony McCoy (6 sacks) and 
Tony Siragusa (5). There should be a new 
left end, No. 1 draftee Ellis Johnson of Flori- 
da, who played inside in college. Defensive 
coordinator Vince Tobin thinks Johnson will 
fit the Colts’ scheme better coming from the 
outside. The major question is where does 
Steve Emtman fit in? Three years ago he was 
the top pick in the draft, but he’s been hit with 
injury after injury. The latest was late-Novem- 
ber surgery to repair a herniated neck disc. 
In the four games he did play, he looked like 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Ted Marchibroda, Head Coach 
Lindy Infante, Offensive Coordinator 
Tom Batta, Tight Ends 

Greg Blache, Defensive Line 

Ron Blackledge, Offensive Line 
Fred Bruney, Defensive Assistant 
Gene Huey, Running Backs 

Jim Johnson, Linebackers 

Hank Kuhimann, Special Teams 
Jimmy Robinson, Receivers 

Pat Thomas, Secondary 

Vince Tobin, Defensive Coordinator 
Tom Zupancic, Strength & Conditioning 


the superstar the Colts expected. 

The big man in the secondary is left cor- 
ner Ray Buchanan, who returned three inter- 
ceptions for touchdowns after he was 
switched from free safety. Buchanan does 
everything, including force the run and blitz 
the quarterback. Eugene Daniel is the veter- 
an right corner with Jason Belser at free 
safety and David Tate on the strong side. 

Indy’s kicking game may be in a state of 
transition, but there is nothing wrong with 
the explosion in their return game. Ronald 
Humphrey ran back a kickoff 95 yards for a 
touchdown and Dewell Brewer returned a 
punt 75 yards for another. 


COLTS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 
51 Alberts, Trev. wu LB 6-4 242 25 Nebraska 


CB 5-10 185 25 Miss. Valley 
6-0 172 31 UCLA 

6-3 248 27 UCLA 
5-10 184 24 Louisville 
6-6 255 25 USC 


WR 
TE 
S 5-9 187 26 Oklahoma 
LB 
K 
C 


81 Arbuckle, Charles... 
80 Bailey, Aaron 
83 Banta, Bradford . 
29 Belser, Jason... 
56 Bennett, Tony 
4 Biasucci, Dean .. 
34 Buchanan, Ray... 
6 Colfer, Mike... 
55 Coryatt, Quentin 
39 Covington, John 
38 Daniel, Eugene.. 
87 Dawkins, Sean .. 
69 Dixon, Randy 
90 Emtman, Steve 
7 Erickson, Craig .. 
28 Faulk, Marshall... 
17 Gardocki, Chris... 
59 Grant, Stephen... 


6-2 243 29 Mississippi 
6-0 190 33 W. Carolina 
5-9 193 24 Louisville 
6-1 190 32.N.C. State 
6-3 250 25 Texas A&M 
6-0 198 24 Notre Dame 
5-11 188 35 LSU 

6-4 213 25 California 
6-3 305 31 Pittsburgh 
6-4 300 26 Washington 
6-2 205 27 Miami 

RB 5-10 200 23 San Diego St. 
P 6-1 196 26 Clemson 

LB 6-0 242 26 West Virginia 


75 Gray, Cecil..... T 6-4 305 28 No. Carolina 
30 Gray, Derwin. S$  §-10 198 25 BYU 

12 Harbaugh, Jim.............0B 6-3 215 31 Michigan 
54 Herrod, Jeff 6-0 249 29 Mississippi 


25 Humphrey, Ronald......2B 5-10 201 27 Miss. Valley 
23 Humphries, Leonard ...CB 5-9 180 26 Penn State 
11 Justin, Paul QB 6-3 205 28 Arizona State 
63 Lowdermilk, Kirk 6-4 280 33 Ohio State 
65 Mahlum, Eric...... 6-4 284 25 Califomia 
74 Mathews, Jason. 6-5 284 25 Texas A&M 
61 McCoy, Tony Fx 279 27 Florida 

57 McDonald, Devon.......LB 6-4 248 26 Notre Dame 
73 Moss, Zetross.............- 6-6 338 29 Alabama State 
18 Nagle, Browning.........0B 6-3 225 28 Louisville 
93 Nunn, Freddie Joe.......LB 6-4 249 34 Mississippi 
42 Potts, Roosevelt..........AB 6-0 245 25 NE Louisiana 


97 Radecic, Scott... 6-3 240 34 Penn State 
52 Ratigan, Brian... 6-4 241 25 Notre Dame 
55 Sanders, Glenell. 6-1 237 29 La. Tech 

92 Sims, Tom... 6-2 308 29 Pittsburgh 


98 Siragusa, Tony 
86 Stablein, Brian 
79 Staysniak, Joe 
49 Tate, David..... 
85 Turner, Floyd .. 
71 Vickers, Kipp... 
21 Warren, Lamont . 


6-3 303 29 Pittsburgh 
6-1 191 26 Ohio State 
6-4 302 29 Ohio State 
6-1 200 31 Colorado 
5-11 198 30 NW Louisiana 
6-2 275 26 Miami 

5-11 194 23 Colorado 


36 Watts, Damon §-10 173 24 Indiana 
86 West, Ed......... TE 6-1 244 34 Auburn 
95 Whittington, Bernard...DE 6-6 257 24 Indiana 


67 Wolford, Will... T 6-5 300 32 Vanderbilt 


DRAFTEES 
ro.name pos ht wh college 
1 Johnson, Ellis 6-2 290 Florida 
2 Dilger, Ken..... 6-5 251 Illinois 
3 Crockett, Zack 6-2 242 Florida State 


5-11 196 E. Illinois 
6-8 298 Colorado 
6-2 243 Penn Stale 
6-1 237 Texas Southern 


6 Gelzheiser, Brian......... 
7 Cox, JOSSIC ..........oocsee 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


JIM KELLY 


BUFFALO BILLS 


No longer are the Bills the nuclear offense 
that often would explode at a 
point-a-minute pace. Jim Kelly, 
the stellar quarterback, is 35 
and returning from knee 
surgery which knocked 
him out of the lineup at 
the height of last year’s 
» playoff push. Thurman 
Thomas, the star half- 
back, shows signs of the effects of taking all 
those accumulated hits on that stubby little 
body. The anchors of the once-awesome 
offensive line now work elsewhere. Never- 
theless, the Bills think they have at least one 
more shot at the AFC’s big enchilada. 

“We haven't had a strong defense since 
our AFL championship days in the AFL,” 
said owner Ralph Wilson on the morning of 
the team's last game of 1994. “That's what 
wins Super Bowls—strong defense.” 

So out went Walt Cory as defensive coor- 
dinator. In came Wade Phillips, ex-head 
coach of the Denver Broncos. Out went pas- 
sive, in came attack. That figures, since the 
Bills used to live by the turnover yet ranked 
in the bottom third of the league in that cate- 
gory. Despite having Bruce Smith, arguably 
the best pass rusher in the AFC, in their line- 
up, the Bills recorded an embarassingly low 
25 sacks. Only Denver and Tampa Bay had 
fewer. Since both Dan Marino of Miami and 
Drew Bledsoe of New England play in their 
division, the Bills had to do something. 

What they did was sign Green Bay line- 
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backer Bryce Paup, Denver nose tackle Ted 
Washington, and Dallas end Jim Jeffcoat as 
free agents. Among them, Paup, Washing- 
ton, and Jeffcoat had 18 sacks in 1994. No 
doubt that Washington and Jeffcoat repre- 
sent risks. Washington suffered a severe 
ankle injury last season and has a rod in his 
leg. Jeffcoat is 34. But at this stage, the Bills 
have to take risks. Phillips will stay with the 
Bills’ three-man front, which means that 
Washington, the biggest Buffalo lineman 
since Fred Smerlas, is expected to tie up 
traffic in the middle of the line and free Smith 
and his colleagues to perform their mischief. 
Phillips decided to use Paup over the tight 
end, where he lined up as a Packer, and 
move Cornelius Bennett to the other side, 
where “playing over air” may improve his 
disappointing total of five sacks. General 
manager John Butler had to use the “fran- 
chise player” designation on Bennett in 
order to keep him in Buffalo. His state of 
mind is uncertain. 

The coming of Jeffcoat allows Phillips all 
sorts of pass-rush flexibility. The ex-Cowboy 
will play only on passing downs, but he can 
be used inside with Smith (10 sacks) and 
Phil Hansen (5.5) on the outside. Paup, 
whom Phillips also plans to move around, 
should do more blitzing than any Buffalo 
linebacker of the ‘90s. With Paup and Ben- 
nett on the outside, and top inside backer 
Marvcus Patton gone to Washington, Mark 
Maddox's new inside partner will come from 
among Marlo Perry, Monty Brown, or two 
rookies, Damien Covington of North Caroli- 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Christie 110 points on 38 extra points 
and 24 field goals...... 74th 


RUSHING—Thomas, 1,09 ya : 

S Ba T Sones ees th 
PASSING—Kelly, 285 of 448 altempls for 

3,114 yards and 22 TDs.... 


RECEIVING—Reed, 90 receptions for { 303 yas 
145 avg., 8 TDs... tye 
INTERCEPTIONS —Darty, ‘for 20 yards, 

5.0 average... 
PUNTING—Mohr, 


PUNT RETURNS—Burris, 32 for 332 yards, 
104 average... woot 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Jourdain, 2 for 601 yards, 

22.3 average... sae fh 
SACKS—Smith, 101 0. sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

July 29 AtDallas (N) 

August 4 PITTSBURGH (N) 
12 vs. Dallas in Toronto (N) 
19 AtKansas City (N) 
25 ATLANTA(N) 


October 2 
8 NY. JETS... 


November 5 At Indianapolis. 
12 ATLANTA... 
19 AtNY. Jets. 
26 NEWENGLANI 

December 3  AtSanFrancisco(N). 
10 AtSt Louis. 
17 MIAMI... 
24 HOUSTON... 


“eq na State or John Holecek, the all-time-lead- 


ing tackler for Illinois. 

All the changes, particularly in the pass 
rush, should take some heat off the Bills’ 
young secondary. Three of the four starting 
defensive backs are first-round draft choic- 
es of recent vintage, yet they seemed to 
regress in the second half of last season. 
Phillips plans to turn them loose, partially to 
buoy their confidence. The best of the 
bunch, strong safety Henry Jones, had just 
two interceptions. Right corner Thomas 
Smith, after a fast start, tapered off and had 
just one interception, Free safety Matt Darby 
led the team with four interceptions, but he 
didn't live up to his reputation as a hitter in 
his first season as a regular. Last year's top 
draftee, Jeff Burris, with a reputation for 
opportunism, moves into the starting job at 
left corner. The Bills drafted two more cor- 
ners, Marlon Kerner, a hitter from Ohio 
State, and Ken Irvin of Memphis State. 

The Bills may no longer be capable of 
eruptions for clusters of touchdowns, but 
they still finished 10th in the NFL in offense 
despite a constantly shifting situation in the 
offensive line. Kelly was the third-ranked 
AFC quarterback, with 22 touchdown pass- 
es and 3,114 yards. At this point of his 
career he is something of a statue, so it 
would be prudent to protect him better (34 
sacks in '94). The team's quarterback of the 
future, Todd Collins of Michigan, was draft- 
ed. Collins is a work in progress, but with 


Frank Reich gone to Carolina, he is the man 
behind Kelly now. 

Andre Reed had one of his more spec- 
tacular seasons with 90 catches, a 14.5- 
yard average, and eight touchdowns. Yet 
beyond Reed there is only inexperience. Of 
the 17 Bills who departed from last year's 
roster, four were wide receivers and tight 
ends. The departure of Pete Metzelaars, 
Don Beebe, and Bill Brooks equates to the 
loss of 131 receptions. Bucky Brooks, a top 
draft choice a year ago, is the main hope to 
stretch the field. His rookie season was 
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interrupted by knee surgery. Russell 
Copeland, who caught 21 passes in a relief 
role, should be the third receiver. Rookie 
Justin Armour of Stanford could play a lot. 
The new starter at tight end is pro sopho- 
more Lonnie Johnson. Another Stanford 
rookie, Tony Cline, has a chance to back up 
Johnson. 

The top hand in the line remains center 
Kent Hull. John Fina returns at left tackle, 
but Glenn Parker, who belongs at guard, 
will have to remain out of position at right 
tackle. The No. 1 draft choice, Ruben 
Brown of Pitt, is expected to start immedi- 
ately at guard opposite Corbin Lacina. 
There isn’t much depth. 

Thurman Thomas went over 1,000 
yards (1,093) in rushing for the sixth 
straight season, but most of it came in the 
first half of the year. He caught 50 passes 
for 349 yards. There is a worry he is being 
worn down. Only Yonel Jourdain, a lightly 
experienced prospect, is behind him. The 
Bills keep saying they plan to make more 
use of the fullback, but it always turns out 


Marv Levy, Head Coach 
Elijah Pitts, Assistant Head Coach/ 
Running Backs 

Tom Bresnahan, Offensive Coordinator/ 
Offensive Line 

Wade Phillips, Defensive Coordinator 
Ted Cottrell, Linebackers 

Bruce DeHaven, Special Teams 

Charlie Joiner, Wide Receivers 

Rusty Jones, Strength & Conditioning 
Don Lawrence, Offensive Quality Control/ 
Tight Ends 

Chuck Lester, Administrative Assistant to 
Head Coach/Assistant Linebackers 

Dick Roach, Defensive backs 

Dan Sekanovich, Defensive Line 

Jim Shofner, Quarterbacks 


to be in obvious blocking situations. There 
may be a change. If there is a thinness at 
tight end, Carwell Gardner or Nate Turner 
could play a lot more. 

Kicker Steve Christie missed only four of 
his 28 field goals, although the season ended 
when his try for the game-winner in Indi- 
anapolis hit the crossbar in a 10-9 loss. The 
statistic that commands attention to punter 
Chris Mohr is his 36-yard net average in the 
tricky winds of Rich Stadium. Burris’s 10.4- 
yard punt-return average was fourth in the 
AFC. The Bills seemed mystified by the new 
kickoffs rules, both on returns and coverage. 


no. name pos 


97 Bennett, Corelius.......LB 
81 Brooks, Bucky.............WR 
96. Brown, Monty ............LB 
22 Burris, Jeff....... 


2 Christie, Steve............K 
85 Copeland, Russell.......WR 
43. Darby, Matt cuccsscccssssssse $ 
23 Davis, Kenneth............RB 
62 Devlin, Mike............0 
41. Evans, Greg, a 


70 Fina, John....... 
35 Gardner, Carwell., 
90 Hansen, Phil .... 
76 Hoyem, Steve.............. 
67 Hull, Kent... c 
44 Humphrey, Bobby....... 
77 Jeficoat, Jim 


84 Johnson, Lonnie 
20 Jones, Henry... 
30 Jourdain, Yonel 
12 Kelly, Jim........ 
68 Lacina, Corbin : 
63 Lingner, Adam............ 
72 Louchiey, Corey.......... 
55 Maddox, Mark 
9 Mohr, Chris...... 
86 Ofodile, AJ...... 
60 Ostroski, Jerry.. 
74 Parker, Glenn... 


99 Patton, James .. NT 
95 Paup, Bryce.........0.-..-LB 
58 Perry, Marlo ......csLB 
75 Philion, Ed ....-...:s..00.DT 
94 Pike, Mark... DE 


83 Reed, Andre ...., 
93 Rogers, Sam ... 
24 Schulz, Kurt...... 


78 Smith, Bruce..... 
28 Smith, Thomas. CB 
11. Strom, Rick .... OB 


BO. Tasker, Steve... 
82 Thomas, Damon..........WR 
34 Thomas, Thurmap.......RB 
33 Tindale, Tim 
21 Turner, Nate Era 
10 Van Pelt, Alex...........,.QB 
92 Washington, Ted.........NT 
18 Williams, Tyrone.........WR 


td,name pos 


1 Brown, Ruben ......0.0.. 0G 
2 Collins, Todd...............0B 
3 Kemer, Marlon.............0B 
3 Covington, Damien.....LB 
4 VIN, KOM o.oo... 0B 
4 Armour, Justin...........WR 
4 Cline, TOMY ...,.....sess0 TE 
5 Holecek, John.............LB 
6 Clavelle, Shannon.......0T 
7 Nulten, Tom : 
7 Holmes, Darick.......... 
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BILLS VETERAN ROSTER 


ht — wt age college 


6-2 238 29 Alabama 
5-11 186 25 No. Carolina 
6-0 228 26 Ferris Stale 
5-10 204 24 Notre Dame 
6-0 185 28 Wm, & Mary 
6-) 200 24 Memphis 
6-1 200 27 UCLA 

5-10 208 34 TCU 

6-1 293 26 lowa 

6-1 217 25 TCU 

6-4 285 27 Arizona 

6-2 244 29 Louisville 
6-5 278 28 No. Dakota St 
6-7 287 25 Stantord 

6-5 284 35 Miss, St. 

6-1 201 29 Alabama 
6-5 276 34 Arizona State 
5-10 187 25 Illinois 

6-3 235 25 Florida Slate 
5-11 197 28 Iilinois 

5-11 204 25 So. Illinois 
6-3 226 35 Miami 

6-4 300 25 Augustana 
6-4 268 35 Illinois 

6-7 309 24 So. Carolina 
6-1 233 28 No. Michigan 
6-5 215 30 Alabama 

6-7 260 22 Missouri 

6-4 310 25 Tulsa 

6-5 305 30 Arizona 

6-3 287 26 Texas 

6-5 247 28 Northern lowa 
6-4 250 23 Jackson State 
6-2 273 26 Ferris State 
6-4 272 32 Georgia Tech 
6-2 190 32 Kutztown St. 
6-3 245 26 Colorado 
6-1 208 27 E. Washington 
6-4 273 33 Virginia Tech 
5-11 188 25 No. Carolina 
6-2 197 31 Georgia Tech 
5-9 181 34 Northwestern 
6-2 215 25 Wayne State 
5-10 198 30 Oklahoma St. 
5-10 220 25 W. Ontario 
6-1 255 27 Nebraska 
6-1 219 26 Pittsburgh 
6-4 295 28 Louisville 
6-5 207 26 W. Ontario 


ht wt college 


6-3 305 Pittsburgh 
6-4 222 Michigan 
5-10 187 Ohio Stale 
6-0 238 N.C. State 
5-10 180 Memphis 
6-5 221 Stanford 
6-5 252 Stanford 
6-2 235 Illinois 

6-2 283 Colorado 
6-5 276 W. Michigan 
6-0 221 Portland State 


Un-BILL-ievable 


COVERAGE 


The Weekly || 5s 


heist Bills fans...can't get enough informa- 


tion on your favorite team? Well, now 


Devoted to the you can with a subscription to Shoutl, 


B U ff a | lo B i | Is we Pe ew ereDes devoted to 


The Bills are revved up to take back 
control of the AFC in 1995! They've 
shown the commitmment to do what it 
takes to return to the Super Bowl with 
key offseason additions including defen- 
sive stars Bryce Paup and Jim Jeffcoat. 
Under new coordinator Wade Phillips’ 
direction, they'll team with Bruce Smith 
and Cornelius Bennett to form a fero- 
cious pass rush that will have QBs shak- 
ing in their cleats! 

And you'll be there for every snap, 
tackle and touchdown of the Bills’ ‘95 
season as Shout! arrives at your mailbox 
every week during the season, plus spe- 
cial training camp & offseason issues! 

Inside every 28-page issue: 

Color Photos + Player Interviews « Game 

Previews & Reviews + Complete Stats « 

Coaches Insights « AFC East Updates - 
Exclusive Features « Rosters « Depth Charts 

Injury Reports « Top Columnists « Bills 
History - AND MUCH MORE! 


If you have a fax machine at home or 
work, you can now receive the 
BUFFALO INSIDER FAX. 

Every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday morning from August through the 
playoffs, we'll send you a fax report of 
the Bills players and coaches, practices, 
thoughts on the upcoming game, and 
injury updates. All the Bills news in one 
complete package! 


x 3 


For Late Breaking 
Bills News... 


call the Shout! Insider Network 


| Sign me up to receive a subscription to Shout! newspaper. | understand that | will 

YES receive a FREE 8"x10” color photo of my favorite Bills player with my paid sub- 
@ scription. Check one: 01 year (26 issues) $34.95 4 2 years (52 issues) $66.95 

13 yrs. (78 issues) $94.85. (Shout! is sent AIR EXPRESS to subscribers in 35 states furthest from 

''N.Y.) YES! | want to receive the BUFFALO INSIDER FAX for just 1 $59.95 for one year (78 faxes). 

1S$S95 

! 


| Payment: Gi check/money order enclosed _] Mastercard/Visa 
| 


| Card # Exp. Date: 

! 1-900-903-BiLL 
a a a 

| Name: Phone( )___s Choose one for your 

! free Bills player photo: , 

! 5 ($2.00 first minute, $1 each minute thereafter. 

; Adress: Fax ( ja Jim Kelly & T. Thomas Under18 years old must have parental 

: " . 3 Bruce Smith 3 Andre Reed permission before calling.) 

; City: State: Zip: 3 C. Bennett 


Injury reports + Player interviews 
Roster moves * Coaches press 
conferences * Pre- & Post-game reports 


All Bills, 24 Hours a Day! 


! 
| Make your check or money order payable to: Shout!, 2604 Elmwood Ave., Suite 343, Rochester, 
N.Y. 14618. Fax your order to: (716) 292-0035. Canadian Subscribers please add $10.00 per year. 


FREE GIFT!: Order Shout! or Buffalo Insider Fax before 9/1/95 and get a photo of your favorite Bills player. 
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BOOMER ESIASON 


NEW YORK JETS 
It was a cruel headline, even by the New 
York Post standards: “Dumb and Dumber.” 

It referred to the coaching change by the 
Jets, who dropped Pete Carroll 
as head coach after just one 
. season and hired Richie 
~ ) Kotite, just jettisoned by 
Philadelphia. The Jets 

haven't won a division 

championship since the 

old AFL was merged 

with the NFL in 1970, 
There is barely a newspaper story that does 
not refer to Leon Hess as “the team's 80- 
year-old owner.” Hess used to be renowned 
for his patience. Now it seems impatience is 
the word. The offseason was a mess. The 
Jets lost four fifths of their offensive line. 
They traded their only star receiver, Rob 
Moore. They even got booed when they 
drafted a good player, Penn State tight end 
Kyle Brady, with their first selection. They 
already have a tight end, Johnny Mitchell, 
who they have been saying would become 
all-world. 

One of Kotite's first moves after his 
arrival was to sign quarterback Bubby Bris- 
ter, Randall Cunningham's backup in Philly, 
and suggest that he would either play ahead 
of Boomer Esiason or that he might even use 
a tandem system. Few who saw Brister in 
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Philly or Pittsburgh thought he would be 
much of an improvement over the declining 
Boomer. Quarterback tandems rarely work 
even on strong teams. 

Kotite did a decent coaching job in Philly, 
despite his firing, and now he’s in his comfort 
zone, a Brooklyn guy who went to college on 
Staten Island. What did him in with the Eagles 
was his insistence on running the draft. He 
was his own worst enemy with the picks. 
Kotite also ran this draft for the Jets, but the 
franchise had no choice. General manager 
Dick Steinberg was undergoing treatment for 
stomach cancer. As it turned out, the Jets 
ended up with some extremely promising 
rookies. Even then there was controversy. 
Brady was easily the most admired tight end 
in the draft, but why take him when Mitchell 
was already in place. 

The Rob Moore trade brought another 
first-round pick, which the Jets used on 
Hugh Douglas, the Central State (OH) pass 
rusher who was too widely admired by NFL 
scouts to be a sleeper. He had 34 sacks the 
last two years at Central, but what wowed 
the pros was his performance in the Hula 
Bowl against the big guys. He was a 265- 
pound linebacker in college, never drop- 
ping into coverage. The Jets are alive with 
linebackers, so Douglas will be strictly a 
pass-rushing end. He'll have to play imme- 
diately because Jeff Lageman, the club's 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Lowery 86 points on 26 extra Pa 
and 20 field goals... << 
RUSHING—Johnson, 931 ‘yards on 240 carries, 

Sth 


PASSING—Esiason, 255 of 440 attempts for 

2.782 yards and 17 TDs ath 

RECEVNG Her, 78 receptions for 1.010 yards, 
"6th 


PUNTING—Hansen, 84 punts, 42. { avg., 
longest 64 yards...... foe ores 
PUNT RETURNS—Hicks, 38 for 342 yards, 
Oaverage..... 

KICKOFF RETURNS—Glenn, 271 for 582 yards, 


719th 


August 5 At Tampa Bay (N) 
12 vs, Philadelphia at Jackson, MS (N) 


19 AtN.Y. Giants (N) 
25 — At Cincinnati (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 


September 3 ALMIAMI sor 
10 INDIANAPOLIS i 
17 JACKSONVILLE... — 


October 1 


NEW ENGLAND. 


ST. LOUSS... = 
10 AtNew England 
17 AtHouston....... 
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The Jets are on the rise and determined to fight for the 1995 
crown in the wide-open AFC! New coach Rich Kotite is just the dis- 
ciplinarian this team has needed for the longest time. With a large 
free-agent class headed by Dexter Carter joining current Jets stand- 
outs like Mo Lewis and Johnny Mitchell, the Jets are poised for a 
playoff run. You don't want to miss any of the excitement, so sub- 
scribe to the Jets Confidential newspaper NOW! 


So much happens at Jets camp that you never hear about. If i 4 & a = 3 
you read Jets Confidential that wouldn't be the case. We hold ‘ verage 
nothing back. We tell you so much that we make the team nervous. wy When it comes to Jets ri ah o y! 
You'll feel like you're in the team meetings. We blow away newspa- Jets Confidential goes...d A pl: 
per coverage. See for yourself. You'll be amazed at how much Chris Berman, ESPN broadcaste 


: in rf : : . icket holder 
you've been missing. Our writers will be at the games, practices and 2} Jets season t 


inside the locker room to bring you the inside scoop on your team. 
Plus, featured columnists like former Jet great Wesley Walker and 
draft expert Mel Kiper Jr. will add their insights within the pages of 
Jets Confidential. = . 
Now in our third year, Jets Confidential has been expanded to Inside every 24-page issue 
a 24-page full newspaper format, packed with action photos. We'll Prayer:profiles © Game-analysis Haine [CSyIONe calor 
be there EVERY WEEK during the season plus six special training photos © Coaches insights © Exclusive features @ Full stats 


: : : AFC East report e Rosters, depth charts & injury reports 
camp and offseason issues — 24 issues in all! Order now and get Jets histor) e Top ee e Much Tals 
your free gift! , 


wee" 1-800-932-4557 


Now in our THIRD YEAR! 


8”x10” color photo of your favorite Jets player if you order by 9/1/95. Order a two-year sub- 
scription and also get the Jets ‘95 official team yearbook FREE! Hurry! Quantities are limited! 


Yes! Pl i i bscripti Ji 
ed = Lz ree ented ordeestend tha Iwai ocene FREE etc aits wih 1 N@@M the Latest Jets News NOW? 
I 0 LE 


CONFIDEN! my paid subscription. Call 1-800-932-4557 or use this coupon: 4 
l [1 1 year/24 issues for only $34.95 (free Jets player photo with paid subscription) sg os 1 pew? hi 
71 2 years/48 issues for only $66.95 (free phoio and official Jets ‘95 yearbook) yeX® ot? &, ane 
15 SAVE 40% OFF the cover price! - 3 years/72 issues for only $94.85 I gah Rog tog 
i (free photo, yearbook and Jets license plate frame) | FREE PHOTO! 4 oov’ Ea oe Wary, 
J Name: Phone(_—) ——s Kay sche Fy" . ij ae ‘sal 
| Address: player photo: voll’ just a phone call away with the Jets Confidential Hotline! 


J B, Esiason 
| City: State: Zip: a Des ] Call: 4 -900-42 0-J ETS 
3 T. Casillas 
1 Check or mone . (Charge to my Visa/Master Card I . = 
e Sl I ah i, clea AN Se of ral ! Injury reports « Player interviews * Roster moves - Coaches 
are. Be ae —- press conferences « Pre- & Post-game reports 
J Mail your check or money order to: Jets Confidential, 2604 Elmwood Ave... Suite 343, Rochester, NY 14618. J 


{$2.00 first minute, $1 each minute thereafter, Under 18 years old must hava 


For first class delivery add $30.00 per year. Canadian subscribers add $10.00 per year. Fax orders to: (716) 292-0035 parental or guardian's permission before calling.) 
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most notable pass rusher, signed with Jack- 
sonville. With the first pick of the second 
round came the toughest and meanest 
offensive lineman in the draft, Matt O'Dwyer 
of Northwestern, who could play either 
guard or tackle. Considering the defections 
in the ofensive line, O’Dwyer should play 
immediately. The scouts compare his style 
with that of the Raiders’ Pro Bowl guard, 
Steve Wisniewski. 

The predraft deal that sent Rob Moore to 
Arizona brought running back Ron Moore, 
one of the league's coming stars, in return. 
Moore gained 780 yards for the Cards in an 
offense that was ranked lower than that of 
the Jets. The problem is that the Jets 
already have a former Cardinal back, John- 
ny Johnson, who gained 931 yards. Behind 
them are two other good backs, Adrian Mur- 
rell and Richie Anderson, each of whom 
averaged 4.8 yards per carry in limited play- 
ing time. So, for a while at least, the Jets 
have two starting running backs and two 
starting tight ends. But this is the new wave 
NFL, and rosters quite often are subject to 
radical change between the start of training 
camp and opening day. Kotite might even 
discover some promise in quarterback 
Glenn Foley, who got to throw just eight 
passes as a rookie, rather than tread water 
with Esiason or Brister. 

It would not be a surprise to see a radi- 
cal change among the receivers, Follow- 


ing the Moore trade, the release of Art 
Monk, and the draft, the most experienced 
receiver on the roster was Ryan Yarbor- 
ough, who caught six passes in his rookie 
season. Orlando Parker and Stevie Ander- 
son are prospects. Some sort of double- 
tight-end setup is possible since Mitchell, 
who had a 58-catch season, is primarily a 
receiver. The problem is, he does it in 
spurts. Esiason went public with criticism 
that was aimed at least in part at Mitchell 
late last season. 

On the surface, what happened to the 
offensive line during the offseason seems 
suicidal. The Jets allowed the fewest sacks 
in the league last year and ranked ninth in 
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rushing. Yet the only survivor from that unitis 
Siupeli Malamala, whom they would like to 
switch to guard but is too valuable at tackle. 
Cal Dixon moves into the center spot occu- 
pied by Jim Sweeney for 158 consecutive 
games. James Brown will be a starting tack- 
le and Roger Duffy a guard. It would be an 
upset if O'Dwyer isn’t opposite him. Consid- 
ering the inexperience on the line, blocking 
contributions from the fullback and tight end 
are essential. The Jets made it a priority to 
re-sign fullback Brad Baxter. Now they must 
refine the blocking techniques of Brady, 
whose work at Penn State was effective but 
not the sort used in the pros. 

Kotite refuses to use the word “rebuild- 
ing” to describe the Jets—and who can 
blame him since he is the third head coach 
in three years. But this is a much younger 
team whose rising stars, cornerback Aaron 
Glenn and linebackers Marvin Jones and 
Mo Lewis, are on defense, The franchise 
hasn't had a Pro Bowler in five years, but 
Lewis, who returned two interceptions for 
touchdowns, is worthy and Jones may be 
ready to produce this season. The third 
starting linebacker, Bobby Houston, is ver- 
satile and talented. 


NEW YORK JETS 


Rich Kotite, Head Coach 

Zeke Bratkowski, Quarterbacks/Offensive 
Goordinator 

Chip Falivene, Assistant to Head Coach 
Tom Gamble, Defensive Assistant 
Peter Guinta, Secondary 

Richard Mann, Receivers 

Bill Muir, Offensive Line 

Ken Rose, Special Teams 

dim Vechiarella, Defensive Coordinator/ 
Linebackers 

Jim Williams, Strength & Conditioning 
Dick Wood, Running Backs 


Glenn will be joined by two free-agent 
safeties in the secondary, hard-hitting Gary 
Jones of Pittsburgh and Todd Scott of Min- 
nesota. Marcus Turner, who had a 90-yard 
touchdown among his five interceptions, 
may play the other corner. Donald Evans 
moves outside on the defensive line and 
should form a pincer movement with Dou- 
glas against the pass. Ex-Giant Erik Howard 
will line up inside next to Tony Casillas. 

Free agent Dexter Carter of San Francis- 
co, who ran a kickoff back 96 yards for a 
touchdown a year ago, should put more 
punch in the return game. Nick Lowery, one 
of the all-time great kickers when he was a 
Chief, showed he had life left by converting 
20 of his 23 field-goal attempts. 


JETS VETERAN ROSTER 
no. name pos ht wt age college 


20 Anderson, Richie.........2B 6-2 215 24 Penn Stata 
88 Anderson, Stevie........WR 6-5 205 26 Grambling 
98 Barber, Kurt..... 249 27 USC 
30 Baxter, Brad 235 29 Alabama State 
84 Baxter, Fred, 260 25 Auburn 
78. Bentatti, Lou 278 25 Penn State 
6 Brister, Bubby. 207 33 NE Louisiana 
94 Brock, Matt..... 280 30 Oregon 
76 Brown, James , 6 321 26 Virginia Slate 
50 Cadrez, Glenn . 240 26 Houston 
Carter, Dexter... i 174 28 Florida State 
92 Casillas, TONY .....ss000 DT 6-3 273 32 Oklahoma 
59 CIIMON, KYIEwebB 6-4 236 33 TCU 
52. Dixon, Cal........ 264 26 Florida 
62 Duffy, Roger..... 285 28 Penn Stale 
7 Esiason, Boomer......... 220 35 Maryland 
66 Evans, Donald............. 282 32 Win. Salem 
14 Foley, Glenn...scsssesces 205 25 Boston Col. 
80 Garlick, Tom... * 180 24 Fordham 
31 Glenn, Aaron...... 185 23 Texas A&M 
21 Green; Victor... al 195 26 Akron 
11. Hansen, Brian ..,......... 215 35 Sioux Falls 
55 Houston, Bobby........lB 6-2 245 28 N.C. Slate 
Howard, Erik .... D 268 31 Washington St. 
39 Johnson, Johnny........ 220 28 San Jose St 
49 Johnson, Troy.. 236 31 Oklahoma 
25 Jones, Gary 6-2 215 28 Texas A&M 
54 JONBS, Marvin... LB 6-2 240 24 Florida State 
35 Lester, Fred. 24) 24 Alabama A&M 
57 Lewis, Mo... 250 26 Georgia 
8 Lowery, Nick... 6-4 205 40 Dartmouth 
75 Malamala, Siupell.......T. 6-5 315 27 Washington 
74 Melver, Everett,..........1 6-6 315 25 Elizabeth City 
86 Mitchell, Johnny.........TE 6-3 237 25 Nebraska 
Moore, Ron....... 5-10 220 25 Pittsburg St 
29 Murrell, Adrian.. ‘RB 5-11 212 25 West Virginia 
95 Oglesby, Alired...........DT 6-3 285 29 Houston 
89 Parker, Orlando..........WR 5-11 190 24 Troy State 


71 Pickel, Bill... DT 6-5 265 36 Rutgers 

37 Prior, Anthony... 5-11 185 26 Washington St. 

38 Scott, Todd .., 5-10 207 28 SW Louisiana 
Smith, Otis... 5-11 184 30 Missouri 

27 Terrell, Pat ..s...sssssssseon 6-0 195 28 Notre Dame 


80 Thornton, James 6-2 242 31 Fullerton state 


23 Tumer, Marcus ......... CB 6-0 190 30 UCLA 
97 Washington, Marvin....DE 6-6 272 30 Idaho 
77 Willig, Matt .c.c.sccsecccsen T 6-8 305 27 USC 
72 Wisdom, Terrence.......6 6-4 305 24 Syracuse 
87 Yarborough, Ryan.......WR 6-2 190 25 Wyoming 


fo.name ht wt college 

1 Brady, Kyle... 6-6 257 Penn Stale 

1 Douglas, Hugh.. 6-2 265 Central State 

2 O'Dwyer, Matt... 6-4 302 Northwestern 

4 Hayes, Melvin... 6-6 324 Mississippi State 


4 Davis, Tyrone..... 
5 Greenwood, Carl 
6 Mason, Eddie..... 
7 Ceaser, Curtis ............. 


WR 6-4 232 Virginia 

S 5-11 190 UCLA 

LB 5-11 231 North Carolina 
WR 6-2 190 Grambling 
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PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


These are NOT the Steel Curtain Steelers of 
old, which makes it difficult to determine 
whether they are capable of making a full 
recovery from that egg they laid in 
the AFC championship game 
against San Diego. It wasn't 
just the fact that they lost, it 
was how. There was a 
NA. full-blown loss of com- 
JEAWS PAA posure. Cornerback 
7 NI Tim McKyer was so dis- 
~  traught he had to be 
helped off the field. Pass-rush ace Kevin 
Greene lay on the floor of the dressing room, 
threatening any member of the press who 
asked him a question. This was the bunch 
that had released a “Super Bowl video” just 
days before. There are no Lamberts, 
Greenes, Hams, Mad Dog Whites, or Fran- 
cos on this roster. There is enough talent, 
however, to win the AFC Central again. 
Whatever happens after that would be 
something of a mystery. 

The free-agent losses were deeper than 
the gains. Eric Green, one of the best tight 
ends in the business, defected to Miami 
after crabbing about the conservative run- 
ning style of the Steelers. Starting guard 
Duval Love went to Arizona, safety Gary 
Jones to the Jets, and reserve lineman Ger- 
ald Williams to Carolina. Signed were 
Atlanta running back Ericc Pegram and Indi- 
anapolis punter Rohn Stark. At best, Pegram 
will share time with Bam Morris. 
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The Steelers may have a more conserva- 
tive offense than last year, when they finished 
first in the NFL running the ball and 23rd 
passing it. There were 48 AFC receivers who 
caught more passes than Pittsburgh's lead- 
ing wideout, Charles Johnson, who had 38 in 
a quiet rookie year. Under offensive coordi- 
nator Ron Erhardt, the idea is to pound the 
ball and play strong defense. The leading 
receivers were fullback Jonn L. Williams, who 
caught 51, and Green, with 46. 

Quarterback Neil O’Donnell is valued for 
what he doesn't do rather than for what he 
might produce. What he doesn't do much is 
get intercepted. He threw just 13 touchdown 
passes last year, but even fewer intercep- 
tions (9). O'Donnell knows his limitations, 
but he comes'up big in more games than he 
gets credit for. After Erhardt painstakingly 
schooled Mike Tomcezak in how not to force 
the ball, Tomczak supervised two big victo- 
ries against Miami and the Raiders. 

With Barry Foster grown too injury-prone 
and too expensive, Bam Morris became the 
feature runner in the second half of the sea- 
son. He rushed for 836 yards, just 15 fewer 
than Foster in 18 fewer carries. Pegram is 
capable of a similar number. Any Pittsburgh 
runner will get plenty of work. Williams is 
basically a blocker/receiver, but he gained 
317 yards and averaged 4.7 yards per carry 
as a change-of-pace runner. 

The studs in the offensive line are cen- 
ter Dermontti Dawson and tackles John 
Jackson and Leon Searcy. Jackson is a 
solid run blocker who sometimes has trou- 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Anderson 104 points on 32 extra points 
and 24 field goals. . oth 
RUSHING—Foster, 851 yar , 
SOA Oi OStnama creche agnakerac emit Sth 
PASSING—O'Donnell, 212 of 370 aitempts for 

2,443 yards AN 13 TDS ...essessscsecssseusecereateeennenetveenyel 7th 
RECEIVING—Williams, 51 receptions for 378 yards, 

TA GND G NUS i ticase csccici tha eaninraiiectareh ape T2sth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Perry, 7 for 112 yards, 

16.0 average... 
PUNTING—Royals, , 39.7 avg., 
PONDESLGS WALES isnt ssectccrnsrasccesticiarseyeriartyproeweabte 13th 
PUNT RETURNS—Woodson, 39 for 319 yards, 


.< averag 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Morris, 4 for 114 yards, 
SACKS—Greene, 14.0 sacks.. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 4 AtButfalo (N) 
13. GREEN BAY 


19 At Tampa Bay (N) 
24 — PHILADELPHIA (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 1994 SCORES 

September 3 DETROIT — 
10 12+ 

18 AtMiami(N). 6-13 

24 MINNESOTA.. a 

October 1 SANDIEGO... 34-37 

8  AtJacksonville.... — 

19  CINCINNATI(N) 14-10 


29. JACKSONVILLE. _ 
November 5  AtChicago... — 


13 CLEVELAND (N) At? 
19 At Cincinnati 38-15 
26 At Cleveland. 17-10 
December 3 HOUSTON... 30-14 
10 ALLA. Raiders... 21-3 
16 NEWENGLAND = 


24 AtGreen Bay 


‘The Pitteburgh Steelers 


TAKING CHARGE! 


The AFC Central champion 
Pittsburgh Steelers were one game 
away from the Super Bowl last year 
and are determined to take the next 
Step this season. And nobody 

covers the Black & Gold like 

Steelers Digest, the official publi- 
cation of the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Published weekly August through 
the playoffs and four times during 
the offseason, you get 26 big 

issues in all for only $36.95. No 
Steelers fan should be without 
Steelers Digest! 


“INSIDE EVERY ISSUE! 


¢ Game Coverage ¢ Action Photos ¢ Top Columnists 
e Previews & Rosters ¢ Player Features & Much More 
Plus, you’ll get a regular column from Coach Bill Cowher 
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ble against speed rushers. Searcy looks 
like the whole package in his fourth pro 
season. The guards are another story. Last 
year the Steelers had to replace Carlton 
Haselrig because of the troubled star’s 
personal problems. Now they have to deal 
with the loss of Love. Todd Kalis replaced 
Haselrig until he was injured late in the 
year. Ex-Ram Tom Newberry or Justin 
Strzelczyk could step in for Love, but the 
Steelers would prefer to keep the latter as a 
valuable sixth man since he can play guard 
or tackle. It may be a display of their anxi- 
ety, but the deep thinkers on the club were 
hoping Haselrig would straighten himself 
out in time to return for opening day. 
Green's blocking may be missed more 
than his receiving. That's why Mark Bruener 
of the University of Washington was made 
the top draftee. “He reminds me of Mark 
Bavaro,” said Erhardt. “He just has the tight 
end's frame." He's also a colossal blocker 
who should start right away. If head coach 
Bill Cowher has some gambler’s spirit, he 
could cross up a lot of teams by starting to 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


make wider use of his wideouts. Johnson 
averaged 15.2 yards on his 38 catches, 
Ernie Mills had consecutive 100-yard 
receiving games in the playoffs, and Yancey 
Thigpen averaged 15.2 on his 36 catches. 

The Steelers were the top-ranked 
defensive team in the AFC and led the NFL 
with 55 sacks. The pass rush begins with 
the towering outside linebackers, Kevin 
Greene and Greg Lloyd. Greene led the 
NFL with 14 sacks after coming from the 
Rams and Lloyd had 10 to set the compet- 
itive tone. The Steelers also will come ata 
quarterback from the inside. Linebacker 
Chad Brown had 8.5 sacks and Jason 
Gildon showed great possibilities as a 
rookie. Levon Kirkland and everyone else 
plays the run admirably. Hall of Famer 
Jack Ham credits tackle Joel Steed with 
improving the pass rush by pushing the 
protective pocket. Tackle Ray Seals, the 
ex-Buc, contributed seven sacks. Brent- 
son Buckner came on strong in the second 
half after losing weight and beat out 
Williams for a starting job. 

The starting defensive backs are all 
solid. Rod Woodson reigns as the AFC's 
best cornerback and Deon Figures played 
well as a rookie on the other side. Strong 
safety Carnell Lake made the Pro Bowl and 
free safety Darren Perry should have. 


Bill Cowher, Head Coach 

Bobby April, Special Teams Coach 
Ron Erhardt, Offensive Coordinator 
Chan Gailey, Wide Receivers Coach 
Dick Hoak, Running Backs Coach 
Pat Hodgson, Tight Ends Coach 
Dick LeBeau, Defensive Coordinator 
Marvin Lewis, Linebackers Coach 
Tim Lewis, Defensive Backs Coach 
John Mitchell, Defensive Line Coach 
Kent Stephenson, Offensive Line Coach 


Beyond them, it gets thin, especially with 
Gary Jones gone. That's why three defen- 
sive backs—Lethon Flowers of Georgia 
Tech, Lance Brown of Indiana, and Barron 
Miles of Nebraska—were drafted. 

The draft also included Colorado quar- 
terback Kordell Stewart, the No. 2 pick, 
Nebraska guard Brenden Stai, Notre Dame 
defensive end Oliver Gibson, and Nebraska 
linebacker Donta Jones. 


no. name 


43 Avery, Steve 

Barnes, Johnnie 
40 Bell, Myron... 
94 Brown, Chad, 
96 Buckner, Brentson....... 
23 Daigle, Anthony 
63 Dawson, Dermontt 
78 Faumui, Taase... 
21 Figures, Deon ... 
29 Foster, Barry 
60 Gammon, Kendall....... 
92 Gildon, Jason... 
91 Greene, Kevin... 
88 Hastings, Andre 
85 Hayes, Jonathan 
76 Henry, Kevin 
65 Jackson, John... ; 
81 Johnson, Charles......... 
62 Kalis, Todd... 
87 Keith, Craig. 
99 Kirkland, Levon. 
37 Lake, Carnell 
95 Lloyd, Greg. 
56 Mack, Rico... 
86 Mays, Damon.. 
35 McAlee, Fred 
16 Miller, Jim... 
89 Mills, Ernie .. 
33 Mortis, Bam. 
64 Newberry, Tom.. 
14 O'Donnell, Neil. 

Oldham, Chris... 
55 Olsavsky, Jerry.. 
66 Palelei, Lonnie... 
62 Parrish, James .. 


84 Rasby, Walter 
57 Ravotti, Eric. 
51 Robinson, Ed 
97 Seals, Ray. 
72 Searcy, Leon 
61 Simpson, Tim... 
69 Solomon, Ariel. 
3 Stark, Rohn... { 
93. Steed, JOB... NT 
20 Stone, Dwight ..........00. 
73 Strzelczyk, Justin........ 
82 Thigpen, Yancey ... 
18 Tomezak, Mike. 
44 TOMOL, EM v.scscsssssesesoes 
22 Williams, John L.........RB 
27 Williams, Willie. \ 
26 Woodson, Rod. 1 
90 Zgonina, Jeff... 


rd.name 


1 Bruener, Mark... 
2 Stewart, Kordell 
3 Stai, Brenden ... 
4 Gibson, Oliver. 
4 Jones, Donta.... 
5 Flowers, Lethon 
5 Brown, Lance... 
6 Miles, Barron... 
7 Bailey, Henry... ‘s 
7 Ford, Cole... 
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ht — wt age college 


6-2 226 29 N. Michigan 
6-1 180 27 Hampton 
5-11 203 24 Michigan St. 
6-2 231 25 Colorado 
6-2 305 24 Clemson 
§-10 198 26 Fresno State 
6-2 286 31 Kentucky 
6-3 278 25 Hawaii 

6-0 203 26 Colorado 
5-10 218 27 Arkansas 
6-4 286 27 Pittsburg St. 
6-3 237 23 Oklahoma St. 
6-3 247 33 Auburn 

6-0 190 25 Georgia 
6-5 248 33 lowa 

6-4 270 27 Miss. State 
6-6 297 31 E. Kentucky 
6-0 189 24 Colorado 
6-5 291 31 Arizona State 
6-3 254 25 Lenoir-Rhyne 
6-1 252 27 Clemson 
6-1 210 28 UCLA 

6-2 226 31 Fort Valley St. 
6-4 242 25 Appal. St. 
5-9 170 28 Missouri 
5-10 195 28 Miss. Call. 
6-2 226 25 Michigan St. 
5-11 192 27 Florida 

6-0 235 24 Texas Tech 
6-2 285 33 Wi.-La Crosse 
6-3 230 29 Maryland 
5-10 195 27 Oregon 

6-1 222 29 Pittsburgh 
6-3 322 25 UNLV 

6-6 315 28 Temple 

5-9 188 27 North Texas 
5-11 196 27 Penn State 
6-3 247 23 Wake Forest 
6-3 254 25 Penn State 
6-0 228 25 Florida 

6-3 309 31 NONE 

6-3 304 26 Miami 

6-2 296 27 Illinois 

6-5 290 27 Colorado 
6-3 203 37 Florida Stale 
6-2 295 27 Colorado 
180 32 Middle Tenn 
295 27 Maine 

208 26 Win, -Salem 
195 33 Ohio State 

“0 240 28 Boston Col. 
5-11 231 31 Florida 

5-9 185 25 W. Carolina 
6-0 200 31 Purdue 

6-1 287 26 Purdue 


At wt college 


6-4 251 Washington 
6-1 212 Colorado 
6-4 304 Nebraska 
6-2 283 Notre Dame 
6-2 226 Nebraska 
5-11 200 Georgia Tech 
6-0 202 Indiana 

5-9 172 Nebraska 
5-8 174 UNLV 

6-1 205 USC 
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That's right. The time HAS comel! The 
tradition-rich Cleveland Browns are 
poised to leap to that next level -- a trip 
to the Super Bowl!! After a drought that 
lasted four years, the Browns once again 
sounded a giant roar throughout the 
NFL by fachind the playoffs last year 
with the third-best record in the league, 
and bolstered by their superb off-sea- 
son player personnel moves, they are 
ey to grab the AFC crown and the 
coveted trip to Super Bowl XXX. 

And you can enjoy that exciting ride 
and live Cleveland Browns Football by 
subscribing to BROWNS NEWS/ILLUS- 
TRATED --- it's the Official Publication 


9 
The Time 
Has Come! 


of your Cleveland Browns. 

Our editors will be at each game, every 
practice and in the locker room, delivering 
to you the inside story on the players, 
coaches and front office’... PLUS game pre- 
views, stats, standings and game predictions. 

That's right, all of that and much, much 
more through the informative, colorful and 
exciting pages of BROWNS NEWS/ILLUS- 
TRATED. 

THERE'S MORE! 

Get TWO BONUS ISSUES ... FREE! 

Sign up today and we will enter your name 
as a subscriber for 28 BIG issues at the low 
price of $32.95:... $37 off the newsstand 
price! 


YES! Sign He Up To BROWNS NEWS/ILUSTRATED And Send Me My WoRREE es! 


Sign me up to Browns 
News/lIllustrated and 
send me my Two FREE Is- 
sues. That's 28 issues in 
all for just $32.951! | un- 
derstand | may cancel by 
simply writing “Cancel” 
on the invoice and | can 
keep the TWO FREE IS- 
SUES. One year, 28 is- 
sues, $32.95. 


Card # 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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1 Payment Enclosed Bill Me Later OVISA 9 MasterCard 


Exp. Date 


Zip 


MAIL TO: Browns News/lIllustrated, P.O. Box 814, Missouri City, TX 77459 
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Ey 
sf 


VINNY TESTAVERDE 


NEWS/ILLUSTRATED | 


[ PLAYOFF aMjBOUND _| 
— 
Official 
Publication 

of the 

Cleveland 

Browns 


ey FAX Your BN/I Order ... 713-261-5999 


For Insider Fax Info, Call ... 216-826-4640 
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CLEVELAND BROWNS 


The Browns are a difficult team to figure in 
the Bill Belichick era. Last year they won 11 
games, a figure exceeded only by Pitts- 
burgh in the AFC. Then they went to the 
playoffs and defeated New England in 
the wild-card game. The future 
appeared rosy, The Browns 
even maneuvered them- 
selves into good position in 
the draft, dealing long- 
time game-breaker Eric 
Metcalf to Atlanta, which 
= brought them the 10th 
selection of the first 
round. Their quarry was Kyle Brady, the 
Penn State tight end, whom they saw as the 
overdue successor to Ozzie Newsome, 

Then the New York Jets stunned them 
and everyone else by picking Brady with the 
No. 9 selection. The Browns reacted as if 
John Elway had just led one of those killer, 
game-ending 80-yard drives against them. 
Distraught, they dealt themselves down to 
the No. 30 spot in the first round, where they 
took Ohio State linebacker Craig Powell, a 
speedy kid who left school early and might 
or might not be ready to play in 1996. 

It was the biggest case of draft panic in 
memory, especially since Cleveland has to 
replace Metcalf, plus starting defensive 
tackle Michael Dean Perry, starting line- 
backer Frank Stams, defensive lineman 
James Jones, wide receiver Mark Carrier, 
and special-teams' demon Randy Baldwin. 


Owner Art Modell says personnel chief Mike 
Lombardi assured him no one remaining on 
the draft board after Brady was chosen was 
going to be an impact pick. That would 
include J.J. Stokes, whom the 49ers took 
after dealing with Cleveland; defensive line- 
men Ellis Johnson, Derrick Alexander, War- 
ren Sapp, and Luther Ellis; offensive tackle 
Korey Stringer, linebacker Mark Fields, and 
running back Tyrone Wheatley. For Lombar- 
di's own sake, he better hope none of those 
has a big rookie year. 

lt just didn't make sense for Cleveland 
to become passive when it is on the verge 
of great possibilities. The Browns and the 
Houston Oilers are the only teams in exis- 
tence when the Super Bowl was founded 
not to have played in one. The Browns’ situ- 


Bill Belichick, Head Coach 

Ernie Adams, Special Assignments 

Jim Bates, Defensive Assistant 

Jacob Burney, Defensive Line 

Steve Crosby, Offensive Coordinator 
Kirk Ferentz, Offensive Line 

Pat Hill, Tight Ends/Oifensive Line Coach 
Scott O’Brien, Special Teams 

Mike Sheppard, Receivers 

John Settle, Offensive Assistant 

Jerry Simmons, Strength & Conditioning 
Rick Venturi, Defensive Coordinator 


Y you're serious about football... 
There’s MORE NEWS in 


‘BAL 


NEW 


ation is fairly fragile, considering the player 
losses and the fact they have put so many 
eggs in quarterback Vinny Testaverde’s 
basket. Testaverde produced for Cleve- 
land as he hadn't for Tampa Bay, but few 
NFL watchers think that Vinny now can 
carry a team himself. Maybe the Browns 
can continue to win with him, as long as he 
is Surrounded by a strong cast. The ques- 
tion is whether the 1995 castis as strong as 
the previous one? 

Testaverde, the 11th-ranked AFC pass- 
er, threw for 2,575 yards and 16 touch- 
downs. He was intercepted 18 times, 
however, and his 4.8 interception ratio was 
by far the worst in the AFC. Yet in the playoff 
victory against New England, none of Tes- 
taverde's 30 passes were picked off, which 
proved to Belichick that, under the proper 
controls, he would be a winner. Well, maybe 
Belichick wasn't entirely convinced since 
the Browns spent a large portion of the win- 
ter attempting to sign Phil Simms, the ex- 
Giant, as Vinny’s backup and guru. Simms 
finally chose to stay in television. 

The one major fee-agent stroke was the 
signing of Andre Rison, Atlanta's star receiv- 
er. Rison caught 81 passes and scored eight 
times in the Falcons’ run-and-shoot offense. 
He's been a producer wherever he played 
and he could make a major player out of Tes- 
taverde. The problem is that the Browns need 
more. They could get some of it with late sign- 
ings, as they did a year ago. Wide receiver 
Derrick Alexander caught 48 passes, aver- 
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aging 17.3 yards, as a rookie, prompting 
offensive coordinator Steve Crosby to pre- 
dict, “If he continues to go about his business 
the way he has been, there are no limits to 
what he can accomplish. He’s come light 
years as a player.” Michael Jackson caught 
only 21 balls during the regular season, but 
he saved his best for the playoffs with a 122- 
yard day against the Patriots. After the draft- 
day disaster, the Browns are reduced to 
hoping Walter Reeves comes back healthy at 
tight end. Leroy Hoard’s 890 yards were the 
most by a Cleveland back in several sea- 
sons. He also caught 45 passes. The Browns 
need Hoard to be consistent since there 


remains a worry about Tommy Vardell’s 
repaired knee. With Metcalf and Baldwin 
gone, there is no change-of-pace runner. 

Steve Everitt is developing into one of 
the league's better centers, but left tackle 
Tony Jones considered retirement last win- 
ter when his elbow injury did not respond to 
surgery. Doug Dawson and Bob Dahl are 
the guards with Orlando Brown at right 
tackle. It would help if massive Herman 
Arvie had a big year. 

With Perry gone, Rob Burnett, who led 
the team with 10 sacks, could move inside 
on the defensive line. There is a need for 
end Dan Footman's development to accel- 
erate. Bill Johnson is dependable at tackle 
and Anthony Pleasant had 4.5 sacks from 
right end. End Mike Frederick of Virginia 
comes via the draft, but what's really 
needed is a contribution from second-year 
man Romeo Bandison. Mike Caldwell 
takes Stams’s outside linebacking job. 
Belichick gets savvy from Pepper Johnson 
in the middle and Car! Banks on the out- 
side, but not much movement. There is 


Stevon Moore the strong safety. The Browns 
also like tall young cornerback Issac Booth, 
who provides versatility along with Tim 
Jacobs and Louis Riddick. 

The return game was wiped out by the 
losses of Metcalf and Baldwin. Matt Stover 
made 26 of 28 field goals and punter Tom 
Tupa dropped 27 kicks inside the 20- 
yard line. 
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no. name pos fit wt age college 


85 Alexander, Derrick...... 195 24 Michigan 
70 Arvie, Herman ...........- 305 25 Grambling 
97 Bandison, Romeo 286 25 Oregon 

58 Banks, Carl......... 235 33 Michigan St. 
64 Bedosky, Mike .. 289 25 Missouri 

36 Booth, 15840 .......ssssse0s 183 25 California 
77 Brown, Orlando........... 325 25 S.C. State 
90 Burnett, Rob 6-4 280 28 Syracuse 

20 Byner, Earnest. 5-10 218 33 East Carolina 
56 Caldwell, Mike ... 6-2 235 24 Mid. Tenn. St. 
72 Dahl, Bob 6-5 300 27 Notre Dame 
69 Dawson, Doug 6-3 288 34 Texas 

60 Devries, Jed ........... 6-5 282 25 Utah Slate 
51 Dixon, Gerald...........0 LB 6-3 250 27 So. Carolina 


work available for youngsters Travis Hill 
and Gerald Dixon. 

The strength of the defense, however, is 
in the secondary with the AFC’s top inter- 
ceptor and big-time hitter, Eric Turner, at 
free safety. Second-year corner back Anto- 
nio Langham may join Turner in the Pro Bowl 
soon. Don Griffin is the right corner and 


1984 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Stover 110 points on 32 extra points 

IND 26 Feld QOIS ..secssiseinseeesscnnptnsniserssaveeneman AN 
RUSHING—Hoard, 890 yards on 209 carries, 


for 2.575 yards and 16 TDS ssn.:cnmsinstsmsrcine 1th 
RECEIVING—Alexander, 48 receptions for 
B2B yards, 17.3 AV,, 2 TDS seovsssneressrrsntrecennese T32nd 
INTERCEPTIONS —Turner, 9 for 199 yards, 


2251 AIAN AD Spree oy paca ea cio’ 1st 


95 Dixon, Ronnie... 
61 Everitt, Steve...... 
78 Footman, Dan 

72 Goad, Tim 
8 Goebel, Brad. 

28 Griffin, Don...... 
31 Hairston, Stacey 


28 Hall, Dana ........000. = 
48 Hartley, Frank............+. 


39 Harvey, Frank..... 
93 Hill, Travis ......... 


33 Hoard, Leroy... buf 
81 Jackson, Michael........ 


41 Jacobs, Tim... 
94 Johnson, Bill. 
98 Johnson, Mario.. 


52 Johnson, Pepper......... 
24 Jones, Reginald.......... 
66 Jones, Tony ............. 

88 Kinchen, Brian........... 
38 Langham, Antonio....... 
95 Lyle, RICK ......rsessressryee 
87 McCardell, Keenan...... 
99 McKenzie, Rich......... 

80 McLemore, Thomas... 
27 Moore, Stevon ............ 
98 Pleasant, Anthony........ 


34 Powers, Ricky 
89 Reeves, Walter ... 
42 Riddick, Louis 
80 Rison, Andre... 
11 Rypien, Mark.. 


75 Sagapolutele, Pio. ef] 


79 Schad, Mike... 
84 Smith, Rico.... 
3 Stover, Matt... 
54 Sutter, Eddie .. 
12 Testaverde, Vinny 
41 Thomas, Johnny . 


37 Thompson, Bennie...... 


7 Tupa, Tom...... 
29 Turner, Eric... 
44 Vardell, Tommy... 

White, Lorenzo... 

62 Williams, Gene 


63 Williams, Wally ........ 


ra.name 
1 Powell, Craig . 
3 Zeier, Eric......, 
3 Frederick, Mike... 
5 Pupua, Tau 


5 Miller, Mike .............-. 


6-2 


7 Tellison, A.C. ............00 WR 6-2 
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292 25 Cincinnati 
290 25 Michigan 
290 27 Florida State 
280 30 No. Carolina 
198 28 Baylor 

176 32 Mid. Tenn, St. 
180 28 Ohio Northern 
206 26 Washington 
268 26 Illinois 

245 25 Georgia 

240 26 Nebraska 
225 28 Michigan 
195 27S. Mississippi 
185 26 Delaware 
290 27 Michigan St 
288 26 Missouri 

248 32 Ohio State 
202 27 Memphis 
295 30 W. Carolina 
240 30 LSU 

180 23 Alabama 

275 25 Missouri 

175 26 UNLV 

227 25 Penn State 
245 26 Southern 
210 29 Mississippi 
280 29 Tennessee St. 
205 24 Michigan 
270 30 Auburn 

215 27 Pittsburgh 
188 29 Michigan St. 
234 33 Washington St. 
297 26 San Diego St. 
290 32 Queens Col. 
185 27 Colorado 
178 28 La. Tech 

235 26 Northwestern 
215 32 Miami 

191 31 Baylor 

214 33 Grambling 
230 30 Ohio State 
207 27 UCLA 

230 27 Stantord 

222 30 Michigan St. 
305 27 lowa Stale 
300 25 Florida A&M 


wt college 


224 Ohio State 
208 Georgia 
278 Virginia 
275 Weber State 
157 Notre Dame 
205 Miami 


JACKSONVILLE 
JAGUARS 


Ever since the NFL owners surprised the 
rest of the nation and picked Jacksonville as 
the AFC expansion city, almost everything 
has gone right for the Jaguars. For starters, 
the moguls were right that the focus is 
entirely on football in this northern Florida 
city. The Jags have the right owner, who 
hired the right coach, who set up a bright 
staff of coaches and sought 
out the right scouts who 
went about their duties in 
an ideal way. The whole 
thing seemed to come 

together late in April 

when Jacksonville 

did just about every- 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
July 29 vs. Carolina at Canton, OH 
August 4 AtMiami(N) 

10 At Detroit (N) 

18 ST.LOUIS (N) 

25 DENVER (N) 


1985 SCHEDULE 


September 3 HOUSTON......... 
10 — AtCincinnati. 

17 AtNY. Jets... 

24 GREEN BAY (N). 

October 1 AtHouston.... 
8 PITTSBURGH 

15 CHICAGO...... 

22 AtCleveland.. 

29 At Pittsburgh. 

November 5 OPENDATE.. 
12 SEATTLE....... 

19 At Tampa Bay. 
CINCINNATI. 


thing right on draft day. No one in the NFL 
would be startled if the Jaguars won five or 
six games this pioneer season and turned 
out to have the most sucessful start of any 
expansion football team. 

Coughlin’s previous NFL experience was 
as an assistant coach, but he’s had plenty of 
time to think about what he would do as a 
head coach in the pros. The Giants tried to 
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AFC central 


hire him when he was head coach at Boston 
College and the Jaguars moved to get hima 
full year before the team reached the field. 
He spent the autumn of 1994 operating as if 
he actually did have a team. He devised 
game plans during the week, scouted every 
week, and even coached simulated games. 

The keystone of this first team is the 
offensive line, which will be coached by 
Mike Maser, one of the highly regarded 
assistants Coughlin brought with him from 
B.C. On draft day the Jags selected South- 
ern Cal's Tony Boselli (6-7, 323), the most 
promising offensive tackle to come into the 
NFL since the great Anthony Munoz, anoth- 
er USC product. They followed that by pick- 
ing another huge tackle, Brian DeMarco 
(6-6, 320), of Michigan State. “Hopefully,” 
said Boselli, “we can be bookends for 10 
years." Coughlin and Maser certainly 
endorsed that idea. At center will be Bron- 
co free agent Dave Widell. Another free 
agent, Shawn Bouwens of Detroit, will start 
opposite veteran Eugene Chung or Tom 
Myslinski. Marcus Price of LSU is not in the 
Boselli-DeMarco class, but he'll be starting 
somewhere in the Jaguar line in a year or 
two, There are lesser lines already in oper- 
ation in the league. 

For an expansion team, the Jags ended 
up with an embarrassment of riches. Steve 
Beuerlein, who spent last season with the 
Arizona Cardinals, was the top pick in the 
dispersal draft and he may be at the ideal 
point in his career for this. If he isn’t, Jack 
Trudeau knows how to run a team. Then, just 
before the draft, Coughlin traded with Green 
Bay for Mark Brunell, the young lefty. In the 
draft itself, the Jaguars made a bargain, 
fourth-round selection of Rob Johnson from 
Southern Cal. Johnson set a buch of Pac-10 
records, including the highest percentage 
of career passes completed (64.6) and low- 
est percentage of career passes intercept- 
ed (3.05). Against California last fall, he 
completed 23 passes in a row. Ex-Heisman 
Trophy winner Andre Ware was virtually 
forced out before he began. 

The Jacksonville offense is more likely to 
concentrate on the run, at least for the first 
two thirds of the season. Coughlin maneu- 
vered in the draft to select Tennessee’s 
James Stewart in the first round. Stewart, 
who ran for 1,028 yards and 11 touchdowns 
for the Vols in '94, is the sort of strong, 
durable, and authoritative ball carrier who 
should function well behind Boselli, DeMar- 
co, and company. He catches the ball, too. 
Just in case, Coughlin has another former 
Tennessee star, Reggie Cobb, who may be 
ready to rekindle his career after gaining 
579 yards a year ago for the Packers. 

The Jaguars took some risks to stock 
their receiving corps. The biggest was tak- 
ing on the contract of another ex-Heisman 
winner, Desmond Howard of the Redskins. 
Howard was an enormous disappointment 
in Washington, but he would be the first fea- 
ture receiver for the Jags. Likewise tight end 
Derek Brown broke a lot of hearts with the 
Giants after a great career at Notre Dame. 
He'll get his chance in Jacksonville. Cedric 
Tillman arrived via Denver and Kelvin Martin 
via Seattle in the dispersal draft. Martin pre- 
viously played with Beuerlein in Dallas and 
he also can help as a return man. 
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Jacksonville can put four experienced 
defensive linemen on the field: Kelvin 
Pritchett, who had 5.5 sacks for Detroit; 
run-stuffer Don Davey from the Packers, 
Joel Smeenge from New Orleans, and 
Paul Frase from the Jets. Smeenge is 
more of a Charles Haley type, without the 
Cowboys’ production. Keith Goganious, 
the ex-Bill, will be an important linebacker. 
Bryan Schwartz of Augustana, whom too 
many scouts knew about to rank as a 
sleeper, might find immediate work an 
inside backer. 

A lot of thought was put into the sec- 
ondary. Three corners—Corey Raymond of 
the Giants, Mickey Washington of the Bills, 
and Vinnie Clark of the Saints—were 
acquired. Rookie safety Chris Hudson of 
Colorado won the Jim Thorpe Award as the 
best college defensive back and was the 
defensive MVP in the Aloha Bowl the year 
before. He's a producer who might fit in 
nicely as the free safety. 

Look for Coughlin to make use of the 
last-minute roster cuts by other NFL teams 
this summer, freeing up wide receivers and 
linebackers would could plug some nettle- 
some holes in his current roster. 


JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS 


Tom Coughlin, Head Coach 

Joe Baker, Assistant/Special Teams 
Pete Carmichael, Wide Receivers 
Randy Edsall, Secondary 

Kevin Gilbride, Offensive Coordinator 
Jerald Ingram, Running Backs 

Dick Jauron, Defensive Coordinator 
Mike Maser, Offensive Line 

Nick Nicolau, Tight Ends 

Lucious Selmon, Outside Linebackers 
Steve Szabo, Inside Linebackers 


no, name pos 


84 Baker, Shannon...........WR 
4 Barker, Bryatt ....c.......P 

7 Beverlein, Steve .. 
66 Bouwens, Shawn. 
52 Boyer, Brant ... 
21 Boykin, Deral ............. 
86 Brown, Derek ..............TE 
36 Brown, Leon... 
8 Brunell, Mark em 
29 Carrington, Darren.,.....S 
99 Carthet, JaSOM........... LB 
69 Chung, Eugene ..........6 
53. Clark, Reggie. 
29 Clark, Vinnie. 
32 Cobb, Reggie. 
92 Gollons, Ferric 


21 Colon, Harry ....... £ 
80 Davenport, Charles .....WR 
99 Davey, DON «cen DE 
30 Davis, Mike 


84 Dull, John. 
38 Dumas, Mike... 
81 Etheredge, Car 
91 Frase, Paul..... 
55 Freeman, Reggie.......... 
50 Goganious, Keith .....,..LB 
26 Green, Rogerick .......... CB 
88 Griffith, Richard......... 
22 Grow, Monty... 
66 Harris, Willie = 
20 Henderson, Othello .....S 
80 Howard, Desmond ......WR 
60 Huntington, Greg........ C 
26 Jackson, Al... -s-nenl 
83 Jackson, Willie 
23 Jordan, Randy. 
56 Lageman, Jeff...... 
73 Logan, Ernie..... 
84 Martin, Kelvin , “ 
47 Maston, Le'Shai.......... 
98 Mayfield, Core 
52 McCoy, Ryan .. sy 
44 McNabb, Devter........... 
69 Myslinski, Tom... 
67 Novak, Jeft....., 
94 Pritchett, Kelvin... 
39. Raymond, Corey ... 
36 Robinson, Frank... 
31 Royster, Mazio 
68 Shaw, Rickie ... 
74 Siever, Paul 7 
22 Simmons, Marcello....CB 
9 Sisson, Scott... 
99 Smeenge, Joe! 
81 Smith, Jimmy....... 
53 Stephens, Santo... 
96 Sutton, Ricky... J 
41 Thomas, Dave ......... 
87 Tillman, Cedric...........WR 
71 Tucker, Mark... 2 
V4 Ware, André .......ses.ss0 
25 Washington, Mickey ...CB 
79 Widell, DaVé..........0..00 
90 Williams, James..........UB 
51 Williams, Mark...... 
29 Wilson, Marcus........... RB 


ht — wt age college 


5-9 185 24 Florida State 
6-1 187 32 Santa Clara 
6-2 210 31 Notre Dame 
6-4 290 28 NE Wesleyan 
6-0 233 25 Arizona 
5-11 196 25 Louisville 
6-6 252 26 Notre Dame 
5-10 190 26 E Kentucky 
6-1 208 25 Washington 
6-2 200 29 No. Arizona 
6-3 255.25 Ohio U. 

6-4 295 27 Virginia Tach 
6-2 226 28 No. Carolina 
6-0 194 27 Ohio State 
6-0 215 27 Tennesses 
6-6 295 26 California 
6-0 203 27 Missouri 
6-3 210 27 N.C. Slate 
6-4 270 28 Wisconsin 
192 24 Cincinnati 
260 28 New Mexico 
181 27 Indiana 

“5 259 25 Miami 

6-5 270 31 Syracuse 
6-1 233 26 Florida State 
6-2 239 27 Penn State 
6-0 185 26 Kansas State 
6-5 256 26 Arizona 

6-3 214 24 Florida 

193 25 Miss, State 
6-0 192 23 UCLA 

5-9 180 26 Michigan 
6-3 278 25 Penn State 
6-0 182 24 Georgia 

6-1 205 24 Florida 
5-10 205 26 No, Carolina 
6-5 266 28 Virginia 

6-3 285 28 East Carolina 
5-9 162 31 Boston Col, 
6-1 215 25 Baylor 

6-3. 280. 26 Oklahoma 
6-2 237 24 Houston 
6-1 245 26 Florida 

6-2 289 27 Tennessee 
6-5 295 28 SW Texas 
6-2 281 26 Mississippi 
5-11 180 26 LSU 

5-11 174 27 Boise State 
6-1 200 25 USC 

6-4 295 26 No, Carolina 
6-6 294 26 Penn Slate 
6-1 180 24 Smu 

197 24 Georgia Tech 
250 28 W. Michigan 
205 27 Jackson State 
232 27 Temple 

282 25 Auburn 

208 27 Tennessee 
6-2 204 25 Alcor State 
290 28 USC 

205 27 Houston 
5-9 191 27 Texas A&M 
6-6 292 31 Boston Col. 
6-0 230 27 Miss. State 
6-3 229 25 Ohio State 
6-1 210 28 Virginia 


fd.name pos 


1 Boselli, Tony... 
1 Stewart, James. st 
2 DeMarco, Brian ..06 
2 Schwartz, Bryan 
3 Hudson, Chris. ¥ 
4 Johnson, Rob... OB 
4 Thompson, Mike.........DT 
5 Christopherson, Ryan .RB 
6 Price, Marcus... 
7 Marsh, Curtis..............WR 
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ht wt college 


6-7 323 USC 
6-1 217 Tennessee 
6-6 320 Michigan State 
6-3 248 Augustana 
5-10 195 Colorado 

6-3 220 USC 

6-3 276 Wisconsin 
5-11 244 Wyoming 

6-5 302 LSU 
6-1 212 Utah 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


These days in Cincinnati football, there 
seem to be more sidebars than there were in 
the O.J. Simpson court case. If it isn't talk of 
a possible move of the franchise to Balti- 
more or somewhere else unless a new foot- 
ball-only stadium is built, there is a 
squabble about the Bengals’ 
salary cap and their commit- 
ment to use all of it. The foot- 
ball often seems incidental. 
There was an exodus of 
some of the franchise’s 
best assistant coaches 
after last season. They 
were convinced David 
Shula had just the 1995 season to save him- 
self and the front office wasn't going to give 
him much help. The exodus included Jim 
McNally, one of the finest offensive line 
coaches in the league and a man capable of 
making alot out of very little, which the front 
office forced him to do. 
lf the situation is to be saved, and 
Shula’s job along with it, the groundwork 
was laid on draft day when the Bengals 
traded up from fifth place in the first round 
to first, where they selected the man they 
and many other teams in the NFL thought 
was the best player on the board: Penn 
State running back Ki-Jana Carter. How 
good is Carter? The answer goes beyond 
the 1,539 yards he gained last year when he 
was runner-up for the Heisman Trophy. He 
runs with a low center of gravity, explodes 
into the hole, patiently awaits as his block- 
ers open the hole, then accelerates. He also 
sees the cut-back lanes. 
Carter could carry the Bengals. He 
takes over immediately for Derrick Fenner, 
the Bengals’ leading rusher (468 yards), 
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who ran off and signed with the L.A. 
Raiders. Cincinnati added free agents Eric 
Bieniemy from San Diego and James 
Joseph from Philadelphia, but they com- 
bined for just 498 yards in ‘94. 

The fact is Cincinnati could be somewhat 
of asurprise team. They have been stockpil- 
ing big-time talent long enough to make that 
happen. Consider that Big Daddy Dan 
Wilkinson, the first pick in the 1994 draft, 
underestimated the NFL for about four 
months before finally beginning to take it 
seriously late last season. Consider also that 
the Steelers couldn't handle Alfred Williams, 
the Bengals’ quick, pass-rushing lineman, 
last year. And that the front office fought off 
free-agent bids and re-signed another of its 
young stars, linebacker James Francis. 

The most important young Bengal to 
consider, however, is Jeff Blake, the quar- 
terback who took command of the team at 
midseason after Cincinnati signed him at a 
New York Jets’ garage sale just before 
opening day. The Bengals became Blake's 
team against Dallas in the eighth game of 
the season. He completed 14 of 32 passes 
for 243 yards and two touchdowns. The 
Cowboys won, but Cinci knew it had some- 
thing interesting. Blake completed 31 of 43 
passes for 377 yards in Seattle as Cinci won 
for the first time. The next week against 
Houston he was 23-for-33 for 348 yards and 
the Bengals won again. That was followed 
by a five-game losing streak in which Blake 
ran the quarterback gamut from shoddy to 
near-brilliant. In the final game against 
Philly he was a little of both, completing 17 
of 42 for 233 yards, running for 54 yards, 
passing for two touchdowns (and also 
being intercepted three times) as Cinci 
closed with a victory. 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Peltrey 108 points on 24 extra points 

and 28 field goals... ce 
RUSHING—Fenner, 468 ya 

33avg.,1 TD... qrcngol LUt 
PASSING—Blake, 156 of 306 attempts for 

2,154 yards ard 14 TDS .....sscssssessessessseersessareenerressn Sth 
RECEIVING—Pickens, 71 receptions for 

4,127 yards; 15,9 aVQ., 19 TDS .aensoseseecetenenen toth 
INTERCEPTIONS—Oliver, 3 for 36 yards, 

12.0 average A ear 
PUNTING—Johi son, 79 punts, ‘438.29, 

longest 64 yards..... ets 
PUNT RETURNS Samer, 26 for 307 yards, 

11.8 average..... Rarsgarltt 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Ball, “42 tor 915 yards, 

21.8 average... 
SACKS—Williams, 95 sacks. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 4 At Indianapolis (N) 
11 TAMPABAY (N) 
17 AtDetroit (N) 
25 _ NY. JETS (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 1994 SCORES 

September 3. At Indianapolis..... 3-17 
10 JACKSONVILLE. : 

17 AtSeattle.... 

24 HOUSTON. 

October 1 MIAM....... 

8 At Tampa Bay... 

48 At Pittsburgh (N).. 

29 CLEVELAND... 

November 5 LA RAIDERS. 


December 3 


MINNESOTA... 
15 MINNESOTA. 


g 


Comparing the portion of the season 
when Blake took over as the starter to that 
portion of the 1993 season, the Bengals’ scor- 
ing went from 11.7 points to 19.4, the yardage 
from 253 to 331, and the NFL ranking from 
27th to 7th. Blake completed eight passes of 
50 yards or more, the most in the NFL. He may 
be a wild mustang, but Blake is the horse 
Shula is going to have to ride in this crucial 
season. With Carter to run the ball, the coach- 
es at least have a chance to harness the mus- 
tang. “He brought a lot of excitement to our 
games," admitted Shula. David Klingler, 
another former No. 1 pick by the club, hasn't 
come close to getting it done, so the Bengals 
added John Walsh in the seventh round, The 
latest in a long line of talented quarterbacks 
from Brigham Young, Walsh could prove to 
be one of the steals of the draft. 

As Blake flourished, so did wide receiver 
Carl Pickens, who caught 11 passes for 188 
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yards, an average of more than 17 yards, 
against Houston. He had a 103-yard day 
against Indianapolis, 132 yards against 
Denver, 105 against Pittsburgh, and 135 
against Philadelphia. He finished with 1,127 
yards and 11 touchdowns. After the season, 
Cincinnati matched the offer sheet San 
Francisco had signed with Pickens. Darnay 
Scott had 46 catches for 866 yards (AFC- 
high 18.8-yard average), including a 76- 
yard pass from Blake. Tight end Tony 
McGee had a sound year, with 40 catches 
and a 12.3-yard average. 

Carter will not run behind an all-star 
offensive line in his rookie season. Kevin 
Sargent and Bruce Kozerski are experi- 
enced tackles, with Ken Moyer at right 
guard, ex-Jet Dave Cadigan at left guard, 
and former Seahawk Darrick Brilz at center. 
The highest drafted offensive lineman was 
tackle Melvin Tuten of Syracuse in the third 
round. The sixth round brought another 
tackle, Ryan Grigson of Purdue. 

Defensively, the Bengals could make a 
few things happen. Cortez Kennedy 
became king of the hill with the Seattle Sea- 
hawks in his second season, and the same 
thing could happen to Wilkinson, assuming 
he stays serious. Williams had 9.5 sacks 
coming from the right side. Huge Keith 
Rucker plays between him and Wilkinson. 
John Copeland is the left end. Francis 
should be about to make his move up the 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Dave Shula, Head Coach 

Paul Alexander, Tight Ends 

Jim Anderson, Running Backs 

Ken Anderson, Quarterbacks 

Bruce Coslet, Offensive Coordinator 
Bobby DePaul, Defensive Line 

Tim Krumrie, Defensive Assistant 
Jim McNally, Offensive Line 

Ron Meeks, Defensive Backs 

Joe Pascalle, Linebackers 

Larry Peccatiello, Defensive Coordinator 
Joe Wessel, Special Teams 

Richard Williamson, Wide Receivers 
Kim Wood, Strength 


Status ladder as an outside linebacker. 
Steve Tovar makes a lot of contact inside. 
Ricardo McDonald has been around. Mike 
Brimn and Rod Jones are the starting cor- 
ners, but Corey Sawyer should challenge 
someone in the secondary. Free safety Dar- 
ryl Williams is the best defensive back. Fer- 
nandus Vinson is the strong safety. 

Doug Pelfrey was an exemplary kicker, 
nailing 28 of 33 field goals. Lee Johnson 
averaged 43.8 yards per punt. Sawyer was 
one of the better punt returners in the league. 


BENGALS VETERAN ROSTER 
fo. name pos ht wt age college 
15 Ballard, Jim...........-.... QB 6-3 223 24 Mount Union 


RB 5-7 198 26 Colorado 
6-0 202 25 East Carolina 
6-4 290 25 West Virginia 
6-2 240 31 Wake Forest 
6-3 287 32 Oregon State 
6-0 192 30 Virginia Union 
6-8 320 25 Brigham Yng 
285 31 USC 

286 25 Alabama 

231 25 Ohio State 
260 26 Colorado St. 
222 28 S. Carolina 
194 25 NW Louisiana 


32. Bieniemy, Eric......... 
8 Blake, Jeff .. 
74 Braham, Rich. 
58 Braxton, David 
65 Brilz, Darrick 
43 Brim, Mike, = 
72 Brumfield, Scolt.......... 
68 Cadigan, Dave.... 
92 Copeland, John..........DE 6-3 
46 Cothran, Jeff. + 
83 Frisch, David... 
28 Green, Harold.. 
45 Hardy, Adrian... 
19 HI NOM a, ssccnoncecsezesors 178 23 Purdue 
55 Hollinquest, Lamont....LB 6-3 245 25 USC 
57 Jefferson, Kevin..........LB 6-2 232 22 Lehigh 

11 Johnson, Lee.. 200 34 Brigham Yng 
66 Jones, Dan....... 294 25 Maine 
25 Jones, Rod... 185 32 SMU 
24 Jones, Roger..... 175 27 Tennessee St 
32 Joseph, James........... 222 28 Auburn 

7 Klingler, David............QB 6-2 205 27 Houston 
64 Kozerski, Bruce........... G 6-4 287 34 Holy Cross 
56 McDonald, Ricardo....1B 6-2 235 26 Pittsburgh 


B5 McGee, THM ..c..ssessessee WR 5-10 183 31 Tennessee 
82 McGee, Tony............TE 6-3 246 25 Michigan 
60 Moore, Eric.........-G 6-5 290 31 Indiana 
73 Moyer, Ken....... 6-7 297 29 Toledo 
93 Parten, Ty........ 6-4 272 26 Arizona 


5-11 185 25 Kentucky 

206 26 Tennessee 
325 23 E. Washington 
165 29 Millikin 

360 27 OH Wesleyan 
250 30 Georgia 

284 27 E. Washington 
171 24 Florida State 
185 23 San Diego St 
232 25 Northwestern 
303 26 La.Tech 


9 Pelfrey, Doug .. 
80 Pickens, Carl... 
76 Pollard, Trent. 
89 Query, Jeff....... 
95 Rucker, Keith.... u 
87 Sadowski, Troy ........... 
77 Sargent, Kevin 
23 Sawyer, Corey... cs... 
86 Scott, Darnay ... 
52 Shine, Steve. 4 
70 Smith, Artie =) - 
79 Stallings, Ramondo.....DE 6-7 


285 24 San Diego St. 
51 Tovar, Stave...........B 6-3 244 26 Ohio State 
59 Truitt, Gregg...............LB 6-0 235 30 Penn State 


§-10 197 27 N.C. State 
6-4 300 25 Boise State 
6-0 190 29 Boston Coll 
5-10 200 25 N Carolina 
6-1 240 25 Arizona State 


34 Vinson, Fernandus......S 
67 Von Oelhoffen, Kimo...DT 
87 Waddle, Tom............... WR 
27 Walker, Bracey............5 
91 Wallerstedt, Brett.........LB 


63 Walter, Joe..............0 6-7 29233 Texas Tech 
88 Ware, Derek ..........0E 6-2 250 28 Cent. Okla 
37 Wheeler, Leonard.......CB 5-11 189 27 Troy State 
4 Wilhelm, Erik ... 6-3 217 30 Oregon State 


99 Wilkinson, Dan . 6-5 300 23 Ohio State 

94 Williams, Alfred LB 6-6 240 27 Colorado 

31 Williams, Darryl.........S 6-0 191 26 Miami 
DRAFTEES 

(d.name pos ht wt college 


1 Carter, Ki-Jand............ RB 5-10 223 Penn State 


3 Tuten, Melvin 302 Syracuse 

4 Shade, Sam... 194 Alabama 

5 Dunn, David. 210 Fresno State 
6 Grigson, Ryan..... 296 Purdue 


T Walsh, JOHIM.........00s00e« 


214 Brigham Young 
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HOUSTON OILERS 


There is no earthly reason why the Steve 
McNair era shouldn't start in Houston 
immediately. The Oilers were torn apart by 
owner Bud Adams a year ago and now the 
rebuilding process begins. The offense 
scored 98 fewer points than any 
team in the NFL. The Oilers were 
.. last in the league in scoring, 
MYR, 26th in total offense, 25th in 
passing offense, and 28th in 
rushing defense, so their 2- 
14 record was a matter of 
merit. It’s McNair time. 
The arguments in favor 
of McNair's trial by fire are that he has the 
ability to make something out of nothing, 
that his pocket presence already is the 
equal of many other more experienced NFL 
quarterbacks, that his escapability could 
get him out of the Temple of Doom, and that 
his formidable arm has made him Mr. Third- 
and-Long. McNair, who can run, threw for 
almost 15,000 yards and 119 touchdowns 
in his four years at Alcorn State. What he 
will need is polishing and patience from his 
coaches and an inordinate amount of 
patience from his teammates and the Oiler 
fans. Jerry Rhome, one of the top quarter- 
back tutors in the NFL, will be in charge of 
McNair’s development, which is good 
news. The fans were ultra-patient with 
Bucky Richardson, a far less talented quar- 
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terback a year ago. Of course, Richardson 
is a Texas Aggie, which puts a different 
look upon it, but McNair is capable of 
pulling so many rabbits out of a helmet that 
he could rally the public to his side. If 
Richardson could excite them, McNair 
could send them into hysterics. 

The Oilers have two veteran quarter- 
backs: the often-injured Cody Carlson and 
the newly acquired (from the Rams) Chris 
Chandler. By playing either of them, the Oil- 
ers would be retarding their own progress. 
All they have to do is look north for the per- 
fect example. The Dallas Cowboys played 
Troy Aikman as a rookie starter and won a 
single game, yet things got a whole lot bet- 
ter in a hurry. In fact, the entire Houston 
offense has to be refashioned. The running 
game has bounced from Lorenzo White to 
Gary Brown to no one in particular. White 
rushed for 757 yards to lead the team, but 
20 other runners in the NFL had more a year 
ago. Brown, with 648 yards, was one of the 
league's ranking underachievers, so rookie 
Rodney Thomas of Texas A&M could 
receive a quick chance for a lot of work. He 
is astrong and speedy runner, if not particu- 
larly elusive. If Brown wants to pay the price 
again, he could be one of McNair’s major 
weapons because of his soft hands. 

Speaking of hands, the Oilers must 
improve their concentration, since they 
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1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Del Greco 66 points on 18 extra al 

and 16 field goals...... wel 17th 
RUSHING—White, 157 yards on 191 caries, 

40 avg., 3 TDs... aeerepss NEN 
PASSING—Tolliver, 121 of 240 attempts for 

1,287 yards and 6 TDs..... cpa devmeauenegeT AU 
RECEIVING—Slaughier, 8 receptions for 

846 yards, 12.4 avg, 2 TDs 
Jeffires, 68 receptions for 783 yards, 11. 


INTERCEPTIONS—Lewis, 5 for 57 yards, 
114 average..... sosnssesesnsel OU 
PUNT! ING—Camarill, 6 punts, 429, avg, 
longest 58 yards...... Prien oil 


PUNT RETURNS—Givins, 37 for 210 yas, 


August 5 ARIZONA (N) 
12 vs. Washington at Knoxville (N) 


19 SAN DIEGO (N) 
26 vs. Dallas at San Antonia (N) 
1995 SCHEDULE 1994 SCORES 
September 3 At Jacksonville... - 
10 PITTSBURGH. 


17 CLEVELAND. 
24 AtCincinnali.. 
JACKSONVILLE... 
8 At Minnesota. 

15 OPENDATE... 

22 AtChicago..... 

29 ~~“ TAMPABAY.. 

November 5 AtCleveland... 
12 CINCINNATI... 

19 At Kansas City (N)..... 

26 DENVER......... 

December 3 AtPittsburgh. 
10 DETROIT... 

17 NY.JETS. 


led the NFL in turnovers and their 42 fum- 
bles were 10 more than the league's next- 
worst team. For that matter, the 65 sacks 
they allowed were 32 above the league 
average. That is one reason Houston 
made center Mark Stepnoski of Dallas its 
No. 1 free-agent priority. Stepnoski not 
only gives street-fighter tenacity to the 
middle of the passing protection, but his 
presence also frees up Bruce Matthews to 
play either guard or tackle. Matthews may 
end up on the right side of the line, since 
tackle Brad Hopkins and guard John Flan- 
nery should stabilize the left side. Kevin 
Donnalley and David Williams are the 
incumbent starters on the right side. 

The Oilers are still attempting to come to 
grips with a passing game that emerged 
from the run-and-shoot days of Warren 
Moon. They managed just 25 touchdowns, 
including 13 via the pass, both AFC lows, 
and got close enough only for 20 field goal 
attempts by Al Del Greco, who converted 
16 of them, At the end of last season under 
Jeff Fisher, the Oilers used both a tight end, 
Pat Carter and sometimes Roderick Lewis, 
with John Henry Mills at H-back. Between 


now and opening day, Rhome will have to 
decide what best suits McNair without get- 
ting him sacked 65 times. McNair will have 
veteran Wesbter Slaughter (68 receptions) 
to throw to. But swift rookie Chris Sanders 
of Ohio State, taken in the third round of the 
‘95 draft, and second-year man Malcolm 
Seabron could bond quickly with the new 
franchise quarterback, 

McNair's new best friends might be the 
Oiler defenders. They finished ninth in the 
league in overall defense, second against 
the pass. Of course, they were a piece of 
cake for tough running games. The defen- 
sive line lost its best pass rusher, Lamar 
Lathon (8.5 sacks), to Carolina and tough 
run plugger Tim Roberts to New England. 
What is needed now is a return to his Pro 
Bowl days by tackle Ray Childress, who, by 
his personal standards, was ordinary. Still, 
Houston could line up with end Kenny 
Davidson and Childress on the left side, 
where each recorded six sacks. Anthony 
Cook, the second-round draft choice who 
played on the outside at South Carolina 
State, has to compete at right end for Lath- 
on's old job or with Glenn Montgomery for 
an interior position. 

Middle linebacker Al Smith recorded 142 
tackles, 97 of them solo, to lead the team. 
The Oilers need larger contributions from 
outside backers Eddie Robinson and 
Michael Barrow. Once strong safety Blaine 
Bishop forced his way into the lineup, he 
made 112 tackles, including 75 solo stops. 
The only other 100-plus tackler was another 
safety, Marcus Robertson, who had 1171 (80 
solo). Better that the enemy be confronted 


HOUSTON OILERS 


Jeff Fisher, Head Coach 

Larry Beightol, Offensive Line 

Dick Coury, Offensive Assistant 

Rex Norris, Defensive Line 

Rod Perry, Defensive Backs 

Russ Purnell, Special Teams 

Jerry Rhome, Offensive Coordinator 
Steve Sidwell, Defensive Coordinator 
Sherman Smith, Running Backs 

Les Steckel, Wide Receivers/Tight Ends 
Steve Waterston, Strength/Rehabilation 
Greg Williams, Linebackers 


closer to the line of scrimmage. Cornerback 
Darryl Lewis was the top interceptor, with 
five, while his partner on the other side, Cris 
Dishman, had four. 

Houston hasn't had a player who aver- 
aged more than 10 yards per punt return 
since 1977, when White Shoes Johnson 
was on the roster. So the Oilers went out 
and signed the best: free agent Mel Gray 
of Detroit. “Getting a top return man was 
critical, and we got the best there is,” 
explained general manager Floyd Reese. 
Gray averaged 11.1 yards per punt return 
and led the NFL with a 28.4-yard kickoff- 
return average. 


no. name pos ht wt age college 


22 Barnes, Tomur............ 
56 Barrow, Micheal. 
23 Bishop, Blaine... 
59 Bowden, Joe........ 
33 Brown, Gary... 
89 Brown, Reggie.... 
16 Camarillo, Rich. 
14 Carlson, Cody 
85 Carter, Pat..... 
17 Chandler, Chris... 
79 Childress, Ray............ 
87 Coleman, Pat..... 
90 Davidson, Kenny 
3 Del Greco, Al. 


5-10 188 25 North Texas 
6-1 236 26 Miami 

5-9 197 25 Ball State 
5-11 230. 26 Oklahoma 
5-11 233 27 Penn State 
6-1 195 26 Alabama State 
5-11 200 36 Washington 
6-3 202 32 Baylor 

6-4 258 29 Florida State 
6-4 220 30 Washington 
6-6 272 33 Texas A&M 
5-7 173 29 Mississippi 
6-5 277 28.LSU 

5-10 202 34 Auburn 


28 Dishman, Cris 6-0 188 30 Purdue 

77 Donnalley, Kevin 6-5 305 28 No, Carolina 
53. Faryniarz, Brett........... LB 6-3 230 30 San Diego St. 
55 Flannery, JOWN...........G 6-3 304 27 Syracuse 

92 Ford, Henry... 284 24 Arkansas 

81 Givins, Ernest 178 31 Louisville 
23 Gray, Mel...... 171 35 Purdue 

§1 Hall, Lemanski 229 25 Alabama 

82 Hannah, Travis... 162 26 USC 

72 Hopkins, Brad 6-3 306 25 Illinois 


41 Jackson, Sean... RB 6-1 222 25 Florida State 
24 Jackson, Steve... 182 27 Purdue 
29 Lewis, Darryl... 183 27 Arizona 


254 25 Arizona 
298 34 USC 

6-1 198 29 Miami 

202 30 Temple 
222 26 Wake Forest 
282 29 Houston 
282 30 Colorado 
278 24 Alabama 


49 Lewis, Roderick. 
74 Matthews, Bruce ......... 
25 McDowell, Bubba........ 
37 McNair, Todd.............. 
48 Mills, John Henry.......TE 6-0 
94 Montgomery, Glenn....DT 6-0 
64 Norgard, Erik... 
93 Nunley, Jeremy... 
67 Reid, Jim 300 25 Virginia 

7 Richardson, Bucky......0B 6-1 228 27 Texas A&M 
31 Robertson, Marcus.....$ 5-11 197 26 lowa State 
50 Robinson, Eddie..........LB 6-1 245 26 Alabama State 
83 Seabron, Malcolm.......WR 6-0 194 23 Fresno State 
84 Slaughter, Webster......WR 6-1 175 31 San Diego St. 
54 Smith, Al... B 6-1 244 31 Utah State 
53 Stepnoski, Mark... 6-2 264 29 Pittsburgh 
70 Thomas, Stan. 6-5 295 27 Texas 
32 Tillman, Spencer. 5-11 206 32 Oklahoma 
11 Tolliver, Billy Joe 6-1 218 30 Texas Tech 
88 Wellman, Gary .... 5-9 173 28 USC 

73 Williams, David... 6-5 252 30 Florida 
10 Williamson, Lee.........0B 6-4 206 27 Presbyterian 
52 Wortham, Barron......... LB 5-11 244 26 UTEP 


DRAFTEES 
pos ht wt college 


6-2 224 Alcorn State 
6-3 288 S.C. Stale 

6-0 180 Ohio State 

5-10 214 Texas A&M 

5-8 175 Washington State 
6-3 258 Wisconsin 

6-2 286 Auburn 

6-2 298 Arizona 

5-10 209 Miami 


td.name 


1 MeNair, Steve 
2 Cook, Anthony 
3 Sanders, Chris..... 
3 Thomas, Rodney . 
3. Hunter, Torey... 
4 Roan, Michael. 4 
5 Walker, Gary ... a 

6 El-Mashtoub, Hicham .C. 
7 Richardson, C.J. .........S 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


ie JEFF HOSTETLER 
é 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 


Why would Al Davis promote an aging, 
largely forgotten assistant coach, Mike 
White, to supervise the football fortunes of a 
team that should be a serious contender ina 
wide-open division? For the same 
season the Toronto Blue Jays 
installed a veteran, avuncular 
S; hitting coach named Cito 
Gaston in their manager's 
Sins, Office and then went on to 
Wie \ win the World Series. 
What Davis may have 
done with his coaching 
shakeup is remove the confrontation and 
tension which handicapped a team that 
should have gone further than it did in the 
last several years. Not only did quarterback 
Jeff Hostetler have a highly visible (and pub- 
licly televised), acrimonious debate with 
then-coach Art Shell right on the sidelines, 
but Hoss also dueled with offensive coordi- 
nator Tom Walsh over the play-calling. 
White, a former head coach at California 
and Illinois and an ex-aide to Davis and Bill 
Walsh, understands how to survive when 
there is a clash of creative personalities. 
Davis has assembled the ingredients for a 
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vertical passing game again, and while it 
may be out of sync with what's being done 
by the better NFL teams, White will work 
within that framework. In fact, White will use 
the no-huddle offense, particularly after the 
Raiders hold their opponents to a three- 
plays-and-out situation and their defenders 
haven't had time to catch their breaths 
before returning to the field. Davis never has 
forgotten how his 1990 Raiders were blown 
away, 42-3, by Buffalo at half-time of the 
AFC championship that year. 

White imported Jim Fassel to be his offen- 
sive coordinator. Fassel was Hostetler's 
quarterback coach in his last seasons with 
the New York Giants. The changes should 
give Hoss a sense of renewal. He threw 20 
touchdown passes and gained 3,334 yards a 
year ago. Under the new regime, he should 
be able to improve upon those numbers 
while the Raiders try to upgrade their No. 19 
ranking in total offense. 

It's hard to see how the Raiders could 
get more out of Tim Brown: 89 catches for 
an AFC-leading 1,309 yards and nine touch- 
downs with a 14.7-yard per-catch average. 
Now the polishing must be turned to Rocket 
Ismail, who gave just a hint of what a 
weapon he might become with his 15. 1-yard 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Jaeger 97 points on 31 extra points 

and 22 field qoals..... ed 
RUSHING—Williams, 983 yards on 282 carries, 
3.5avg., 4 TDs... rere 
PASSING—Hostetler, 263 of 455, attempts 

for 3,334 yards and 20 TDs... 6th 
RECEIVING—Brown, 89 receptions for 1, 309 vas, 


147 average, 2 TDs...... ck acer att 
PUNTING—Gossett, 77, punts, ‘43: 9: 20... 

longest 65 yards..... Ppemin tk! 
PUNT RETURNS—Brown, 40 for 487 yards, 

122 average... seaseeane Ql 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Israil, 43 for 923 yards, 

215 average..... 
SACKS—MoGlockton, 5 Sacks... 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 


August 5 At Dallas (N) 
12 ST.LOUIS 
18 At Minnesota (N) 
25 _ NEWENGLAND (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 
September 3 


10 At Washington — 
17‘ AtKansas City. -13 
24 PHILADELPHIA — 
October 1 AtN.Y. Jets (N) _ 
8 SEATILE......... -38 
16 At Denver (N).. 48-16 
22 INDIANAPOLIS _ 
29 OPENDATE.... 
November 5 AtCincinnati... 
12 ALNLY. Giants .. 
19 DALLAS.......... —_— 
27 ~~ AtSan Diego (N)... 24-17 
December 3 KANSAS CITY. GA 
10 PITTSBURGH... dl 
17 At Seattle (N) AT-16 
24) | DENVER estes eset ozs 23-13 


u 


average on 34 catches and five touch- 
downs. The Raiders have to use the Rocket 
to frighten people. And what about the mer- 
curial James Jett? His 15 catches averaged 
16.9 yards, but he didn't get into end zone. 
White and his deep thinkers must conjure up 
something with Jett to distract opposing 
defensive coordinators from the other stars. 
Tight end Kerry Cash, who had 16 recep- 
tions for 190 yards last season with Indi- 
anapolis, signed as a free agent. 

The Raiders’ running game was 21st in 
the league, something that could inflate, 
particularly since Davis made Napoleon 
Kaufman his top draft choice. It’s probably 
true that the 5-8, 185-pound Kaufman 
couldn't handle constant battering, but the 
Raiders earlier signed Harvey Williams, who 
rushed for 983 yards and caught 47 passes 
for 391 yards and three touchdowns, for 
another season. Williams will get a lot of 
work again, but it may be in concert with 
Kaufman, a highly competitive and versatile 
back with the sort of speed that excites 
Davis. Davis also signed Cincinnati free 
agent Derrick Fenner, a big back who 
knows his way to the goal line in heavy traf- 
fic. The draft brought fullback Joe Aska from 
Central State (OK), who has intriguing 
speed (4.42) for his size (5-10, 230). 

The offensive line is solid but lacks 
depth. Steve Wisniewski remains a Pro Bowl 
guard. Don Mosebar is at center, Kevin 


Gogan at the other guard, and Gerald Perry 
and Greg Skrepenak at tackle. The Raiders 
added Barret Robbins of Texas Christian in 
the second round. He should stick around a 
long time at center and guard. 

Chester McGlockton terrorizes people 
from the middle of the defensive line. Jerry 
Ball occasionally reaches back into his 
Detroit prime for a big game. The pass rush 
from ends Anthony Smith and Nolan Harri- 
son wasn't consistent enough and Scott 
Davis's comeback was a disappointment. 
Outside linebacker Rob Fredrickson could 
be the next great Raider defensive star. 
Greg Biekert is the latest young linebacker 


150 


to work out in the middle. What White and 
Davis need are more players like him. The 
pass rush would benefit if James Folston 
blossoms in his second pro season. 

Terry McDaniel remains one of the top 
cornerbacks in football. He had seven 
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interceptions last fall, including three in one 
game in October against New England, 
and returned two for touchdowns. Lionel 
Washington returned one of his three inter- 
ceptions all the way, but he jumped to Den- 
ver as a free agent. Former Chief Albert 
Lewis demonstrated that his skills hadn't 
diminished. 

Jeff Jaeger and punter Jeff Gossett give 
the Raiders a topnotch kicking game, but 
the Raiders don't terrorize teams with their 
return game as they should with Ismail and 
Brown available. Maybe Kevin Spencer, the 
former special-teams' coach for the Cleve- 
land Browns, will come up with something. 


no. name 


33 Anderson, Eddi 
93 Ball, Jerry... 
24 Bates, Patrick... 
49 Bender, Wes..... 
54 Biekert, Greg 
81 Brown, Tim. 
56 Bruce, Aundray 
BB Cash, Kerry ........0.-» ; 
70 Davis, Scott....... 
11 Evans, Vince .. 
Fenner, Derrick 
55 Folston, James..... 
§3 Fredrickson, Rob........ 
87 Glover, Andrew 
66 Gogan, Kevin... G 
7 Gossett, Jef..... of 
74 Harrison, Nolan DT 
80 Hobbs, Daryl... WR 
12 Hobert, Billy Joe..........0B 
§7 Holmberg, Rob. 
20 Hoskins, Derrick 
15 Hostetler, Jeff... 
86 Ismail, Raghib.. 
18 Jaeger, Jelf.. 
64 Jenkins, Robe 
82 Jett, James...... 
27 Jones, Calvin... 
§2 Jones, Mike..... 
25 Land, Dan... 


36 McDaniel, Terry..........CB 
91 McGlockton, Chester ..DT 
21 Montgomery, Tyrone...RB 
72 Mosebar, Don.............C 
48 Mustataa, Najee CB 
71 Perry, Gerald..... 
39 Pickens, Bruce... 
44 Rathman, Tom... 
95 Robbins, Austin 
28 Robinson, Greg. 
78 Skrepenak, Greg 
94 Smith, Anthony . 
77 Stephens, Rich...........G 
37 Trapp, James ........... CB 
67 Turk, DAM ss. 
51 Wallace, Aaron...........LB 
96 White, Alberto.............DE 
68 Wilkerson, Bruce.........7 
22 Williams, Harvey.........RB 
88 Williams, Jamie i 
76 Wisniewski, Steve.......G 


rd.name pos 


1 Kauiman, Napoleon.....RB 
2 Robbins, Barret . 
3 Aska, Joe...., 
4 Morton, Mike 
5 Dyson, Matt . 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


RAIDERS VETERAN ROSTER 


ht — wt age college 


6-1 210 32 Fort Valley St, 
6-1 300 31 Smu 

6-3 220 25 Texas A&M 
5-10 235 25 USC 

6-2 235 27 Colorado 
6-0 195 29 Notre Dame 
6-5 260 30 Aubum 

6-4 252 26 Texas 

6-7 275 30 Illinois 

6-2 210 41 USC 

6-3 228 29 No. Carolina 
6-3 240 23 NE Louisiana 
6-4 235 25 Michigan St. 
6-6 245 26 Grambling 
6-7 325 31 Washington 
6-2 195 39 E. Illinois 
6-5 285 27 Indiana 

6-2 180 28 Pacific 

6-3 230 25 Washington 
6-3 225 25 Penn State 
6-2 205 25 S. Mississippi 
“3 220 35 West Virginia 
5-10 180 26 Notre Dame 
5-11 190 31 Washington 
6-5 285 32 UCLA 

5-10 165 25 West Virginia 
5-11 212 25 Nebraska 
6-1 230 27 Missouri 
6-0 195 30 Albany State 
6-2 195 35 Grambling 
6-2 225 32 Navy 

5-10 180 31 Tennessee 
6-4 315 26 Clemson 
6-0 190 25 Mississippi 
6-6 300 34 USC 

6-1 190 32 Georgia Tech 
6-6 300 31 Southern 
5-11 190 28 Nebraska 
6-1 232 33 Nebraska 
6-6 295 25 No. Carolina 
5-10 200 26 NE Louisiana 
6-6 305 26 Michigan 
6-3 260 29 Arizona 

6-7 310 31 Tulsa 

6-0 180 26 Clemson 
6-4 300 34 Wisconsin 
6-3 240 29 Texas A&M 
6-3 245 25 Texas So. 
6-5 295 31 Tennessee 
6-2 225 29 LSU 

6-4 245 36 Nebraska 
6-4 285 29 Penn State 


ht = wt college 


5-8 185 Washington 
6-3. 301 Texas Christian 
5-10 230 Central Si. (Ok) 
6-4 230 North Carolina 
6-3 250 Michigan 

6-6 320 Arizona State 
6-6 343 Brigham Young 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


The Chargers were a most unremarkable 
team, even before they got chewed up by 
San Francisco in the Super Bowl. The three 
things they do best are rush the passer, stop 
the run, and score when they get close to 

the goal line. It was enough in 1994, 
but who knows about this sea- 
son. What may take the Charg- 
» ers from the level of a sound 
playoff team to a unit that 

a could challenge for the 
2, awe AFC title again is their 

NI chipmunk-cheeked quar- 
* terback, Stan Humphries. 
“Stan's presence and his confidence carries 
over to other people,” said coach Bobby 
Ross. “We play with more confidence with 
him in there. His leadership comes through 
during the game in the confidence he 
exhibits and by making the plays.” 

Bobby Beathard, the Chargers’ general 
manager, is the man who made the trade for 
Humphries, a quarterback Beathard had 
drafted for his old team, the Washington 
Redskins. “You can look at players, quarter- 
backs especially, and find guys with great 
stats," said Beathard, “but one of the things 
you have to.ask is, ‘Can the guy get the team 
into the end zone?’ The good ones can. 
Other guys go up and down the field but 
don't get them into the end zone. Stan has 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 


SCORING—Camey 135 points on 33 extra points 

AMG 34 field OAS. seseseaicassaesereciecteryaesnsebesreinesoniesés ist 
RUSHING—WMeans, 1,350 yards on 343 carries, 

3.9.avg., 12 TDs... sewed 
PASSING—Humphries, 264 of 453. attempis jor 

3,209 yards and 17 TDs..... a 
RECEIVING—Seay, 58 receptions jor 645 yas, 

11.1 avg., 6 TDs... a 
Harmon, 58 receptions for 615 yards, 10, 6 avg, 

17D... aneenell 1TH 
INTERCEPT JONS—Richard, ‘4 or 224 yards, 

56.0 average, 2 TDS...c.-scnsenseesrorenses 
Gordon, 4 for 32 yards, 8.0 average... 
PUNTING—Wagner, 65 punts, 41.6 avg., 

longest59 VatUS 5, 0). arin arrsiaccinseennamesiees 10th 
PUNT RETURNS—Gordon, 36 for 475 yards, 

13.2 average. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Coleman, 49 for 1,293 yards, 
26.4 average, 2 TDS.......... 4 
SACKS—O'Neal, 12.5 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 7 MINNESOTA 
13 SAN FRANCISCO 
19 AtHouston (N) 
25 ST.LOUIS (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 
September 3 ALLA Raiders... 
10 SEATTLE... 
17 At Philadelphia. 
24 DENVER....... 
October 1 
9 At Kansas City (N).. 
15 DALLAS. 


1994 SCORES 


November 5 MIAMI(N).... — 
12 KANSAS CITY... 20-6 
19 At Denver.......... 
27 ‘LA. RAIDERS (N).... 
December 3 CLEVELAND _ 


17 AtIndianapolis.. 
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the qualities the good quarterbacks have. 
They are not robots. They have minds of 
their own. They take chances, but they also 
have something you can’t coach. They have 
to be competitive.” 

This is Humphries’ assessment of him- 


self: “I'm the guy who's there on Sunday, 
ready to play. I’m the guy who'll take some 
licks, get back up, and do it again." 

Last year, Humphries passed for 3,209 
yards, 17 touchdowns, and a reasonable 
dozen interceptions despite the loss of 
some of his most familiar receivers. But 
passing stats are not what the Chargers are 
about. Basically they are a running offense, 
seventh-ranked in the NFL. The mechanics 
of their running game are primitively simple: 
Give the ball to Natrone Means. In his sec- 


ond pro season, the round power back from 


North Carolina ripped apart opposing 
defenses for 1,350 yards. He gets the ball 
three times as much as the other Charger 
running backs combined, which figures. 
The mans seems tireless. His 12 touch- 
downs were the most by a Charger since 
Chuck Muncie reached that figure in 1983. 
No San Diego runner ever accumulated as 
much yardage in a season. When the 
Chargers came back from a 21-6 half-time 
deficit to defeat Miami in the playoffs, it was 
Means’s tackle-breaking, 24-yard touch- 
down run which put them back into con- 
tention. The statistic of the game was ball 
control. The Chargers, with Means pound- 
ing away, held possession exactly twice as 
long as Miami. Beathard traded his No. 1 
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"a pick next spring to Detroit for its second- 
rounder this year and grabbed running 
back Terrell Fletcher of Wisconsin, who led 
the Big Ten in all-purpose yardage (164.8 
per game) in ‘94. 

The backfield should benefit from the rel- 
ative youth of the Chargers’ offensive line. 
Courtney Hall is among the NFL's top cen- 
ters. lsaac Davis should inject himself into the 
fight for a starting guard spot in his second 
season. Joe Cocozzo and Joe Milinichik are 
the incumbents. Harry Swayne is the 
dependable left tackle and Vaughn Parker 
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could push at right tackle. It would be gravy if 
Eric Moten could return after a year's recov- 
ery from injury. 

San Diego's corps of inexperienced 
receivers did all right for themselves. Tony 
Martin, the ex-Dolphin, averaged 17 yards 
on his 50 catches and scored seven touch- 
downs, including a 99-yarder. Mark Seay 


Predicted to finish last in the AFC 
West in "94, the Bolts shocked the 
league by winning not only the 
AFC West but becoming the AFC 
Champions. Don’t be surprised in 
95! Order your ticket to the 1995 
Chargers season today and get in 
on all of the inside action: 

¢ Game Previews 

¢ Complete Game Reviews 

e Exhaustive Statistics 


© Yes! Enter my subscription for the term indicated below. | have enclosed payment or charged my credit card. 
Check one: (11 year (26 issues): $34.95 
Check one: 1! enclose payment with order. Please charge my: (VISA © MasterCard 
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Send my subscription by first class mail. I've enclosed an additional $30/year. 


MAIL TO: CHARGERS FOOTBALL WEEKLY, 4340 VANDEVER AVE., STE H, SAN DIEGO, CA 92120-3317 
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The °95 Bolts? 


The Chargers loss to the Niners in 
Super Bowl XXIX made them hun- 
gry for more. Come along for the 
ride in 95 and enjoy all of the ac- 
tion with Chargers Football Weekly, 
published weekly August through 
December and monthly during the 
off-season, 26 big issues! 


led the team with 58 catches and Shawn 
Jefferson added 43. The tight ends—Alfred 
Pupunu, Duane Young, and Shannon 
Mitchell—are used mostly for heavy work, 
but they still caught 49 passes among 
them, critical for an offense that prefers to 
control the ball. The draft brought sprinter 
Jimmy Oliver from Texas Christian in the 
second round. 

The thrust of the defense is the pass 
rush. Veteran right end Leslie O'Neal nad 
12.5 sacks and the young left end, Chris 
Mims, coming at an even faster rate, added 
11. Left tackle Shawn Lee contributed 6.5. 
Reuben Davis was a huge free-agent pick- 
up, literally and figuratively. The 340-pound 
ex-Cardinal did what few defensive line- 
men do, dominate Pittsburgh center Der- 
montti Dawson, in the Chargers' AFC 
championship victory. 

When Davis joined the Chargers and 
played with middle linebacker Junior Seau 
for the first time, he said, “| guess it’s how 
those basketball guys felt when they stepped 
on the court with Michael Jordan. You can't 
go any further than that.” Seau played all sea- 
son with a pinched nerve in his neck and 
shoulder area and still made it to his fourth 
Pro Bowl. He led the team with 155 tackles 
and contributed 5.5 sacks. The other starting 
linebackers are David Griggs and Dennis 
Gibson. The hunt is on now to replace both 
starting safeties. Strong safety Darren Car- 
rington left in the expansion draft and Stanley 
Richard, the free safety, signed as a free 
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agent with Washington. Ex-Bear Shaun Gale 
will fill one role. The corners, Darrien Gordon 
and Dwayne Harper, are solid. Beathard did 
a lot of maneuvering on draft day and chose 
Stephen F. Austin cornerback Terrance 


Shaw in the second round. 


Gordon and Andre Coleman give San 
Diego two of the most dangerous return 
men in the NFL. Gordon averaged 31.2 
yards and ran back two punts for touch- 
downs in leading the AFC. Coleman aver- 
aged 26.4 yards per kickoff return and 
scored two touchdowns. Place-kicker John 
Carney, capable of startling streaks, was 34 


for 38 in field goals. 


Bobby Ross, Head coach 

Dave Adolph, Defensive Coordinator 
Greg Brown, Secondary Coach 
Sylvester Croom, Offensive Backs’ 
John Dunn, Strength & Conditioning 
Frank Falks, H-Backs & Tight Ends 
Ralph Friedgen, Offensive Coordinator 
Dale Lindsey, Linebackers 

Carl Mauck, Offensive Line 

John Misciagna, Quality Control 
Dennis Murphy, Defensive Line 
Chuck Priefer, Special Teams 
Dwain Painter, Quarterbacks 

Jerry Sullivan, Wide Receivers 
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no. name 


39 Allred, Brian. 
50 Binn, David... 
11 Brohm, Jeff... 
58 Bush, Lewis .. 

3 Carney, John. 
44 Castle, Eric 
31 Clark, Willie... 
68 Cocozz0, Joe. 
83 Coleman, Andre. 
35 Culver, Rodney... 
73. Davis, Isaac... 
93. Davis, Reuben 
60 Engel, Greg........ 
23 Gayle, Shaun 
§7 Gibson, Dennis, 
13 Gilbert, Gale 
21 Gordon, Darien 
92 Griggs, David... 
53 Hall, Courtney... 
33 Harmon, Ronnie 
28 Harper, Dwayne. 
37 Harrison, Rodney 
34 Hendrickson, Steve 


12 Humphries, Stan......... 


80 Jefferson, Shawn 
99 Johnson, Raylee 
74 Jonassen, Eric... 
97 Krein, Darren. 
84 Laing, Aaron . 
98 Lee, Shawn. 
81 Martin, Tony 
88 May, Deems, 
20 Means, Natrone: 


and Las Vegas lines from 
the past 5 years. 
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pos ht 


wt age college 


§-10 175 27 Sacram. State 
6-3 234 24 California 
6-1 200 25 Louisville 
6-2 245 26 Wash. Stale 
5-11 170 32 Notre Dame 
6-3 212 26 Oregon 
5-10 186 24 Notre Dame 
6-4 300 25 Michigan 
5-9 165 25 Kansas State 
5-9 224 26 Notre Dame 
6-3 325 24 Arkansas 
6-5 340 31 No. Carolina 
6-3 293 25 Illinois 
5-11 202 34 Ohio State 
6-2 240 32 lowa State 
6-3 210 34 California 
5-11 182 25 Stanford 
6-3 250 29 Virginia 

6-1 281 27 Rice 

5-11 207 32 lowa 

5-11 175 30.8, C. State 
6-0 201 23 W. Illinois 
6-0 250 29 California 
6-2 223 31 NE Louisiana 
5-11 172 27 Central Fla. 
6-3 245 26 Arkansas 
6-5 310 27 Bloomsburg 
6-4 258 24 Miami 

6-3 264 24 New Mex St 
6-2 300 29 No, Alabama 
6-0 181 30 Mesa State 
6-4 263 27 No, Carolina 
5-10 245 24 No. Carolina 
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71 Milinichik, Joe............ 
95 Miller, Les. 

94 Mims, Chris... a 
89 Mitchell, Shannon....... 
77 Moten, Eric ... 

91 O'Neal, Leslie 

26 Orlando, Bo... 

70 Parker, Vaughn .. 

97 Parrella, John 

27 Pool, David... 

86 Pupunu, Alfred... 

55 Seau, Junior... 

82 Seay, Mark... 

72 Swayne, Harry ..ccsssccsee 
79 Thomas, Cornell........ 
9 Wagner, Bryan... 

96 Winter, Blaise..... 

87 Young, Duane 


6-5 300.33 N.C. Slate 
6-7 285 31 Fort Hays St. 
6-5 290 25 Tennessee 
6-2 245 24 Georgia 

6-2 306 28 Michigan S. 
6-4 265 32 Oklahoma St. 
§-10 180 30 West Virginia 
6-3 296 25 UCLA 

6-3 296 26 Nebraska 
§-9 182 29 Carson-New. 
6-2 255 26 Weber State 
6-3 250 27 USC 

6-0 175 29 Long Beach St. 
6-5 295 31 Rulgers 

6-3 250 23 West Georgia 
6-2 200 34 Northridge St. 
6-4 295 34 Syracuse 

6-1 270 28 Michigan St, 


ro.namé pos 


2 Sanders, Frank 
2 Shaw, Terrance .. 
2 Fletcher, Terrell. 


3 Harrison, Preston... 
4 Cowart, Chris 

4 Hayden, Aaron .., 

5  Eltison,'Omar.... 

6 Sienkiewicz, Troy......... 
6 Harrison, Brandon 

6 Whelihan, Craig 

6 Berti, Tony... 

7 Montreuil, Mark 


ht wt college 


6-2 200 Auburn 

5-11 189 Stephen F. Austin 
5-8 195 Wisconsin 

5-10 175 Texas Christian 
6-2 287 Washington State 
6-5 244 Ohio Stale 

6-2 236 Florida State 
5-11 212 Tennessee 

6-1 200 Florida State 

6-4 300 New Mexico State 
5-10 181 Howard Payne 
6-5 204 Pacilic 

6-5 288 Coloratio 

6-0 180 Concordia (CAN.) 
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DENVER BRONCOS 


A little change usually puts some zest into 
one's life, but the Denver Broncos seem to 
be making it their life’s work. Since free 
agency began, no team has leaped into the 
pool more enthusiastically. Last winter, 
when free-agency shopping com- 
menced for 1995, the Broncos 
signed 10 players in the first 
21 days. There will be at least 
seven new starters by 
opening day, to say noth- 
ing of a completely new 
outlook under a new 
coach, Mike Shanahan. 
What will it accomplish? Maybe less suc- 
cess than last season, when the Broncos 
slipped to 7-9 and Wade Phillips got fired 
after just two years on the job. 

This year most of the big money was 
thrown at defensive free agents. That’s 
because team owner Pat Bowlen was humil- 
iated by Denver's No. 28 ranking in the NFL 
in both total defense and pass defense. The 
largest check, $7.3 million for three years 
(including a $3 million singing bonus), was 
thrown at Michael Dean Perry, the ex-Cleve- 
land tackle. The Browns thought their one- 
time star was on a steep slide. The Carolina 
Panthers, who will open in Perry's old col- 
lege stadium in Clemson, thought the 
decline and his less than enthusiastic work 
habits made Perry a risk and passed. The 
Broncos signed another Cleveland defen- 
sive tackle, James Jones, who got about 25 
percent of the playing time, for $4.8 million 
over three years. They also signed corner- 
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back Lionel Washington of the Raiders, but 
he turns 35 in October. Britt Hager, a mar- 
ginal player for Philadelphia, was signed to 
play right linebacker and Tim Hauck to be 
the strong safety. 

That not only sounds like change for the 
sake of change, it smacks of desperation. It 
can be partially excused since most of Den- 
ver's premium draft choices had been dealt 
away in previous moves, Bowlen and his 
anxious minions had to twiddle their thumbs 
into the fourth round before they took an 
offensive tackle from Florida A&M named 
Jamie Brown with the 121st pick overall. 
He’s an immense size (6-8, 349) who needs 
a mountain of development. 

What the Broncos need to do most is get 
a delayed return on their 1994 investments in 
wide receivers Mike Pritchard and Anthony 
Miller. Pritchard started quickly, then suffered 
a kidney ailment which took him out of the 
lineup for the rest of the year. He had just 19 
receptions. Miller dawdled through most of 
the season, then showed his Pro Bowl pedi- 
gree when it was too late. If quarterback John 
Elway is to have a last hurrah, both Miller and 
Pritchard must have big years. Miller had a 
1,000-yard performance on 60 catches, 
including a per-catch average of 18.5 yards, 
but that did not reflect his entire season. Even 
if Miller and Pritchard do perform as original- 
ly expected, Elway may find it comfortable to 
have possession receiver Ed McCaffrey, 
signed from the 49ers, on the field. 

One of Shanahan's first tasks will be to 
convince Elway that he is 35 now, and that 
his dancer's feet don’t shuffle quite so slick- 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Elam 119 points on 29 extra pon 

and 30 field goals... ame 
RUSHING—Russell, 620 yards | on 190 cares, 


PASSING—Elway, 307 of 494 attempts for 


3,490 yards and 16 TDs..... woh 
RECEIVING—Sharpe, 87 receptions fort, 010 yas 

11.6 avg., 4 TDs... tt ewMth 
INT ERCEPTIONS—Jones, 2 for 9 yards, 

4.5 average 


Hilliard, 2 for 8 yards, 4.0 average... 
Crockett, 2 for 6 yards, 3.0 average 
PUNTING—Roven, 76 punts, 42.9 avg., 

longest 59 yards..... vertsecnanietfh 
PUNT RET! URNS Miburh, 4 for 379 yards, 
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22.7 average. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

July 29 SAN FRANCISCO (N) 

August 5 vs. San Francisco at Tokyo (N) 
12 At Carolina (N) 
21 DALLAS (N) 
25 AtJacksonville (N) 


1995 SCHEDULE 

September 3 BUFFALO (N)... 
10. At Dallas... 
7 WASHINGTON. 
24 AtSan Diego 

October 1 i 


1984 SCORES 


22 KANSAS CITY. 


November 5 
12 At Pichia (N) 
19 SAN DIEGO.... 
26 At Houston.. 
December 3. JACKSONVILLE. 


17 AtKansas Cy. 
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ly any longer. Elway will have to learn fast 
the nuances of his foreign legion of 
receivers so that he can more quickly antici- 
pate when they will break. That's one of the 
problems when the supporting cast 
changes so often. Elway’s most reliable 
aide, as usual, was tight end Shannon 
Sharpe, who had 87 catches for 1,010 yards 
and four touchdowns despite a year in 
which he was frequently nicked. 

Denver's line surrendered 55 sacks a 
year ago, which is far too many when your 
meal ticket quarterback is eyeball-to-eye- 
ball with football middle age, Only two 
starters from 1994 return: Gary Zimmerman, 
the Pro Bowl tackle whose acquisition 
required so many of those draft choices; 
and right guard Brian Habib. The new left 
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guard is one-time Washington Super Bowl 
mainstay Mark Schlereth, the well-traveled 
Broderick Thompson is the right tackle, and 
Tom Nalen is the center. 

Shanahan doesn't believe in convention- 
al running backs or fullbacks in his offensive 
scheme. His ideal is the sort of back Ricky 
Watters was for San Francisco, That is, a 
versatile threat. “We're looking for that kind 
of balanced back, a guy who can run and 
catch the ball,” he said. Shanahan will have 
a raft of suspects in his camp, including 
Leonard Russell, the ex-Patriot whose first 
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year as a Bronco was hampered by a rup- 
tured disk in his neck. Even so, he was the 
club's leading rusher (620 yards) and No. 4 
receiver (38 catches for 227 yards). The rest 
of the crowd includes the undersized Glyn 
Milburn (201 rushing yards and 77 catches 
for 549 yards), Rod Bernstine, Reggie 
Rivers, ex-Dolphin Aaron Craver, and hefty 
Derrick Clark. 

Shanahan is satisfied with his defensive 
free agents. The Broncos had the fewest 
sacks in the AFC (23), but the coming of 
Perry and Jones, he said, caused the line to 
become the “our strongest position after it 
was our weakest position.” Perry will play 
right tackle alongside pass-rush ace Simon 
Fletcher, who led the team with seven 
sacks. Shane Dronnett and Jones will share 
left tackle next to Dan Williams. Hager will 
play right outside linebacker. Elijah Alexan- 
der would play the weak side with the mid- 
die a mystery. Rookies Ken Brown of 
Virginia Tech or Phil Yeboah-Kodie of Penn 
State could slip in. Washington will line up at 
corner opposite Ray Crockett. Former Jet 
Eric Thomas was signed as a nickel back. 
Steve Atwater moves back to free safety to 
accommodate Hauck. 

Place-kicker Jason Elam was deadly 
inside the 39, barely .500 beyond. Punter 
Tom Rouen’s net average, 37.1 yards, was 
the NFL's best. 


Mike Shanahan, Head Coach 

Frank Bush, Linebackers 

Alex Gibbs, Assistant Head Coach/Offen- 
sive Line 

Gary Kubiak, Offensive Coordinator/- 
Quarterbacks 

Greg Robinson, Defensive Coordinator 
Barney Chavous, Defensive Assistant 
Ed Donatell, Defensive Backs 

George Dyer, Defensive Line 

Mike Heimerdinger, Wide Receivers 
Brian Pariani, Tight Ends 

Al Reynolds, Defensive Assistant 
Richard Smith, Special Teams 

Bobby Turner, Running Backs 

Rich Tuten, Strength & Conditioning 


no. name pos 


57 Aldridge, Allen 
58 Alexander, Elijali......... 
27 Atwater, Steve . 
33 Bernstine, Rod 
82 Bonner, Melvin 


56 Burns, Keith 
28 By'Nofe, Butler. 
86 Campbell, Jeff. oe 
20 Canley, Sheldon.......... 
89 Carswell, Dwayne........ 
43 Clark, Derrick... 
44 Craver, Aaron... 
39 Crockett, Ray... Md 
54 Donahue, Mitch.......... 
99 Dronett, Shane 5 
97 Drozdov, Darren 
1 Elam, Jason... 
7 Elway, John... 
88 Evans, Jerry... 
73 Fletcher, Simon.......... 
68 Freeman, Russell........ 
24 Fuller, Randy... 
2 Furrer, Will. 
54 Hager, Britt. 
40 Hall, Darryl. oy 
96 Hasselbach, Harald .....DE 
24 Hauck, Tim = 
21 Hilliard, Randy 
50 Jacobs, Ray..... 
69 Johnson, Chuck... 
89 Johnson, Vance .. 
96 Jones, James .. 
31 Jones, Rondel 
72 Kartz, Keith...... 
80 Kimbrough, Tony 
67 Lanier, Ken...... 
73 Lodish, Mike... 
78 Maggs, Don 
81 McCaffrey, Ed . 
77 Mecklenburg, Ka 
61 Meeks, Bob..... 
64 Melander, Jon 
22 Milburn, Glyn... 
17, Millen, Hugh... 
83 Miller, Anthony... 
14 Musgrave, Bill. 
66 Nalen, Tom.... 
$1 Oshodin, Willie..........J 
92 Perry, Michael Dean....DT 
81 Pritchard, Mike ... 
38 Rivers, Reggie 
94 Robinson, Jeff 
16 Rouen, Tom... 
85 Russell, Derek 
42 Russell, Leonard . 
69 Schlereth, Mark... 
69 Schultz, William. 
84 Sharpe, Shannon....... 
26 Smith, Ben..... B 


22 Thomas, Eric.. ...CB 
76 Thompson, Broderick..T 

87 Wainright, Frank ......... TE 
48 Washington, Lionel.....CB 
90 Williams, Dan ............DE 


65. Zimmerman, Gary........T 
DRAFTEES 


to.name 


4 Brown, Jamie .. 
4 Brown, Kerr... =! 
5 Yeboah-Kodie, Phil..... 
6 Fequiere, Fritz * 

6 Davis, Terrell. 
7 Russ, Steve... suelB 
7 Chamberlain, Byron ....WR 
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At — wt age college 


6-1. 243 24 Houston 
6-2 230 25 Kansas State 
6-3 217 29 Arkansas 
6-3 238 31 Texas A&M 
6-3 207 26 Baylor 

5-10 188 25 Colorado 
6-1 282 24 Texas So. 
6-1 233 24 Oklahoma St. 
5-9 188 23 Ohio State 
5-8 167 28 Colorado 
5-9 195 28 San Jose St. 
6-3. 261 24 Liberty 

6-1 235 25 Evangel 

6-0 220 27 Fresno State 
§-10 185 29 Baylor 

6-2 254 28 Wyoming 
6-6 275 25 Texas 

6-3 280 27 Maryland 
5-11 192 26 Hawaii 

6-3 215 35 Stanford 
6-4 250 27 Toledo 

6-5 240 34 Houston 
6-7 290 26 Georgia Tech 
5-9 173 26 Tennessee St 
6-3 209 28 Virginia Tech 
6-1 225 30 Texas 

6-2 210 29 Washington 
6-6 280 28 Washington 
§-10 185 29 Montana 
5-11 160 29 NW Louisiana 
6-2 244 23 No. Carolina 
6-5 275 27 Texas 

5-11 180 33 Arizona 

6-2 290 27 Northern lowa 
6-2 210 25 No, Carolina 
6-4 270 33 California 
6-2 192 25 Jackson State 
6-3 290 36 Florida State 
6-3 280 28 UCLA 

6-5 290 34 Tulane 

6-5 215 27 Stantord 
6-3 235 35 Minnesota 
6-2 279 27 Aubum 

6-7 280 29 Minnesota 
5-8 177 25 Stanford 
6-5 216 32 Washington 
5-11 190 31 Tennessee 
6-2 205 28 Oregon 

6-2 280 25 Boston Col, 
6-4 260 26 Villanova 
6-1 285 30 Clemson 
5-10 190 26 Colorado 
6-1 215 28 SW Texas St. 
6-4 265 26 Idaho 

6-3 215 28 Colorado 
6-0 179 27 Arkansas 
6-2 235 26 Arizona State 
6-3 278 30 Idaho 

6-5 305 29 USC 

6-2 230 28 Savannah St. 
5-11 185 29 Georgia 

6-3 200 37 USC 

5-11 213 24 USC 

5-11 184 31 Tulane 

6-5 295 35 Kansas 

6-3 245 28 N. Colorado 
6-0 185 35 Tulane 

6-4 290 26 Toledo 

6-2 248 32 Stanford 
6-6 294 34 Oregon 


ht wt college 


6-8 349 FloridaA&M 
6-1 235 Virginia Tech 
6-2 220 Penn State 

6-2 289 lowa 

5-11 210 Georgia 

6-5 237 Air Force 

6-1 226 Wayne State (NE) 
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SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
For years Dennis Erickson had been the hot 
NFL candidate among college coaches. Vir- 
tually no job opened up without his name 
being attached to it in some way. Finally 
came the irresistible opportunity in his home 
territory of Seattle. The problem 
was that once Erickson got 
home, he found he had an 
inordinate amount of spade- 
work to do, He had a bril- 
at liant young quarterback 
= x | with few legitimate tar- 
2 gets. He had a tough 
defense which hadn't 
been living up to its reputation. His offense 
ranked 24th and his defense 23rd last year. 
Thus, there was no head-scratching over 
why the won-lost record was 6-10. 

Lucky for Erickson that he showed up at 
a time when player movement and quick 
makeovers are the vogue. The Seahawks 
aren't going to make any big leaps in the 
new coach’s first year, since they suffered 
some damaging free-agent losses, includ- 
ing seven starters. They should climb out of 
last place in the AFC West however, and do 
it with a lot more firepower than recent Seat- 
tle teams have shown. 

Rick Mirer came into the NFL the same 
year as Drew Bledsoe and there was an 
argument then about which one would 
develop faster. It was a contest for a season, 
but in 1994 Bledsoe became a superstar-in- 
embryo for New England. Mirer threw for 


fewer yards than Jeff Blake, who didn't even 
break into Cincinnati's starting lineup until 
midseason. No full-time starter threw for 
fewer touchdowns than Mirer's meager 11. 
So Erickson made it his priority to accu- 
mulate a supporting cast for the former 
Notre Dame star. He invited a parade of free 
agents into Seattle for auditions before set- 
tling on the trade route to acquire Ricky 
Proehl, a solid possession receiver from Ari- 
zona who ended up on Buddy Ryan's “ban- 
ished" list. Then, in the draft, Erickson took 
the speediest receiver available, Joey Gal- 
loway, Ohio State’s game-breaker. Gal- 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 


Dennis Erickson, Head Coach 

Gregg Smith, Assistant Head Coach/Tight Ends 
Bob Bratkowski, Offensive Coordinator/ Wide 
Receivers 

Greg McMackin, Defensive Coordinator 
Dave Arnold, Special Teams 

Tommy Brasher, Defensive Line 

Dave Brown, Defensive Coach 

Tom Catlin, Quality Control 

Dana LeDuc, Strength & Conditioning 
Howard Mudd, Offensive Line 

Mike Murphy, Linebackers 

Rich Olson, Quarterbacks 

Willy Robinson, Defensive Backs 

Clarence Shelmon, Running Backs 


loway has what the scouts call “great sepa- 
ration,” which means he can simply run 
away from most defensive backs assigned 
to cover him. Against Alabama in the Citrus 
Bowl, he caught eight passes for 146 yards 
and two touchdowns. In the East-West 
Shrine Bow! he was the Most Valuable Play- 
er. He also contributes as a kick-returner 
and as a guy who can break a big run ona 
reverse, After Galloway came sure-handed 
tight end Christian Fauria of Colorado. 

What all this means is that Brian Blades 
won't catch 81 passes, as he did a year ago, 
but that he may be more valuable to Mirer 
now that the opposing defenses have to pay 
attention to Galloway and Proehl, to say 
nothing of the most underrated running 
back in the NFL, Chris Warren. Warren's 
1,545 yards rushing were second only to the 
1,883 yards by Barry Sanders in ‘94. He has 
quietly evolved from a spot player to a third- 
down specialist to a workhorse in the Emmitt 
Smith-Natrone Means category. There 
wasn't a feature back in the AFC who 
approached Warren's 4.6-yard per-carry 
average. When John L. Williams left for Pitts- 
burgh, Warren also became the premier 
pass-catching back among the Seahawks. 
He had 41 receptions last year. With that 
sort of arsenal, the Seattle faithful expect 
more than a wimpy 18 points per game. 

The Seahawks spent serious money a 
year ago to lure right tackle Howard Ballard 
from Buffalo, and a lot of Warren's yardage 
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went through him. This year the Seahawks 
lost their veteran center, Ray Donaldson to 
Dallas, and made a patch-up move to 
replace him, signing veteran Jim Sweeney, 
formerly with the Jets. Sweeney was consid- 
ered expendable by New York, which cut 
him in the midst of his long consecutive- 
game streak, But he’s a proud man and 
powerfully motivated. Sweeney's arrival 
means that Kevin Mawae stays at guard for 
another year, along Jeff Blackshear, whom 
Erickson wants to weigh less than the 350 
pounds he brought to mini-camp. Fauria's 
arrival brings more dimension to tight end 
since the Seahawks already had Paul Green 
and Carlester Crumpler. Erickson can play it 
both conservatively and more wide-open. 
The new coach also covered himself by 
signing an experienced backup quarter- 
back, John Freisz, the one-time San Diego 
starter who played for Washington last year. 

From a psychological standpoint, Erick- 
son's main task defensively is to convince 
Cortez Kennedy, a standout for him at the 
University of Miami, that he has to be the 
“Tez” of 1993 again, tying up traffic in the 
middle of the line so that the Seahawks 
won't be such a patsy against the run. Only 
Tampa Bay, Houston, and Washington had 
worse rushing defenses. Erickson also has 
to decide whether he wants to position Sam 
Adams, a player with vast potential, along- 
side Kennedy inside or to station him at end 
in order to provide more punch for a pass 
rush that had only 29 sacks. Mike Sinclair 
will play the other end. 

The Seahawks lost starting linebackers 
Rod Stephens and Rufus Porter to free 
agency, but considering their shoddy 


record against the run, maybe it was time 
for a change. Terry Wooden is the most sta- 
ble returnee and the other jobs should be 
up for grabs among Duane Bickett, Dean 
Wells, and Bob Spitulski. Signed from 
Washington was Tyronne Stowe, who has a 
reputation as a run-stopper. Ex-Raider Win- 
ston Moss, who almost started a riot when 
he maltreated Mirer in a game last year, 
also wears a Seattle uniform now. 

News from the secondary is rosier. The 
Seahawks ended up with five defensive 
backs on injured reserve a year ago. Cor- 
nerback Nate Odomes, an expensive addi- 
tion from Buffalo, didn’t get to play at all 
because of major knee surgery, but now 
he’s back healthy. Eugene Robinson, possi- 
bly the best free safety in the league before 
he blew out his Achilles’ tendon, returns as 
well. Odomes and Robinson tied for the 
AFC lead with nine interceptions each two 
years ago. Carlton Gray, also healthy again, 
is Odomes's partner. Kirby Jackson, anoth- 
er veteran, returns from the injured list. 

There are major problems on the spe- 
cial teams. Place-kicker John Kasay 
defected to the Carolina Panthers and 
Michael Bates, once a return-coverage 


1994 LEADERS AND AFC RANKINGS 
SCORING—Kasay 85 points on 25 extra points 

ANd 20 field OAS... snsssneu venuil 12th 
RUSHING—Warren, 1, 545 yards on 333 cartes, 

46 avg.,9 TDs. seu St 


PASSING—Wirer, 195 of 381 attempts 
2,151 yards and 11 TDs...... 2th 
RECEIVING—Blades, 81 receptions fort 086 yrs 

13.4 @VO., 4 TDS. sserssreeerseenetns eeaeed 
INTERCEPTIONS —Wooden, ior 78) yards, 

26.0 average, 1 7D...... 
Watters, 3 for 39 yards, 73.0 average, 71D 
Robinson, 3 for 18 yards, 6.0 average... 
Hunter, 3 for'85 yards, 28.3 average...... 
PUNTING—Tuten, 91 punts, 42.9 avg. ae 

64 yards... cima 
oT RETURNS—Martn, Bor 280 yards, 


85 average.... 
KICKOFF RETURNS— Bates, 26 for 508 yards, 


19.5 average..... 
SACKS—Sinelair, 4. 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 

August 5 ST.LOUIS (N) 
42. INDIANAPOLIS (N) 
20 ALNew Orleans 
26 _AtSan Francisco 


ace, suffered a series of concussions. 
Corey Harris was signed from Green Bay 
as a return man and nickel back. Punter 
Rick Tuten went to the Pro Bowl. 


no. name pos 
98 Adams, SAM. ..:..0.00.DE 
74 Atkins, James.............G 
75 Ballard, Howard T 


85 Barrett, Reggie............WR 
81 Bates, Michagl............ WR 
20 Bellamy, Jay...... 
50 Bickelt, Duane... LB 
25 Blackmon, Robert........S 
69 Blackshear, Jeff......... G 
89 Blades, Briaf..............WR 
51 Brandon, David. 
29 Brown, Tony..... 
22 Bryant, Beno ..... 
Covington, Tony .........5 
48 Crumpler, Carlester...,.TE 
23 Duckett, Forey............» 
67 Edwards, Antonio......... 
59 Frerotte, Mitch .. J 
92 Frier, MIKG ...........s0004 
V7 Frigs2, JONM css. 
18 Gelbaugh, Stan . 
7 Graham, Jeff, 
26 Gray, Carlton 
87 Green, Paul...... 
30 Harris, Corey 
11 Harris, Ron... 
76 Hitchcock, Bill... 
47 Jackson, Kirby .. 
43 Johnson, Tracy . 
83 Junkin, Trey 
78 Keim, Mike........ 
96 Kennedy, Cortez 
34 Lambert, Dion... 
52 Mawae, Kevin... u 
44 McCloughan, Dave .....S 
99 McCrary, Michael .......DE 
19 McKnight, James........WR 
3 Mirer, Rick... 


71 Moody, Mike 5 
Moss, Winston.. LB 
72 Nash, Joseph ..., DT 
37 Odomes, Nate ... CB 
2 Peterson, Todd.. K 


Proehl, Ricky. 
73 Roberts, Ray...... sf 
41 Robinson, Eugene.......S 
21 Robinson, Rafael.........S 
70 Sinclair, Michae! 
36 Smith, Lamar..... 
35 Smith, Steve 
28 Speer, Del... 
58 Spitulski, Bob .. 

Stowe, Tyronne. 
38 Strong, Mack .... 
53 Sweeney, Jim... 
24 Taylor, Terry. 
86 Thomas, Robb... 
56 Tofflemire, Joe. 
14 Tuten, Rick........ 
42 Warren, Chris........ 
88 Warren, Terrence......... 
31 Watters, Orlando......... 
95 Wells, Dean 
61 Werner, Matt : 
93 Williams, Brent..........DE 
90 Wooden, Terry ,.........0. LB 


DRAFTEES 


fd.name pos 


1 Galloway, Joey............ WR 
2 Fauria, Christian ......... TE 
4 Kyle, Jason 
6 McMillian, Henry........ 
6 Goines, Eddie 
7 Bryant, Keif 


SEAHAWKS VETERAN ROSTER 


ht wt age College 


6-3 285 23 Texas A&M 
6-6 291 26 SW Louisiana 
6-6 336 32 Alabama A&M 
6-3 215 26 Texas-El Paso 
5-10 189 26 Arizona 
§-11 177 23 Rutgers 

6-5 251 33 USC 

6-0 197 29 Baylor 

6-6 315 27 NE Lovisiana 
5-11 189 30 Miami 

6-4 230 31 Memphis 
5-9 183 26 Fresno State 
5-9 170 25 Washington 
5-11 190 28 Virginia 

6-6 255 24 East Carolina 
6-3 195 26 Nevada 

6-3 270 26 Valdosta State 
6-3 286 31 Penn Stale 
6-5 299 27 Appal. St. 
6-4 218 29 Idaho 

6-3 207 33 Maryland 
6-5 220 30 Long Beach St. 
6-0 191 25 UCLA 

6-3 230 29 uso 

5-11 195 26 Vanderbilt 
5-10 170 26 Oregon 

6-6 291 30 Purdue 
5-10 180 31 Miss. St 

6-0 230 29 Clemson 
6-2 237 35 La Tech 
6-7 301 30 BYU 

6-3 293 27 Miami 

6-0 185 27 UCLA 

6-4 286 25 LSU 

6-1 185 29 Colorado 
6-4 250 25 Wake Forest 
6-0 181 24 Liberty 

§-2 216 26 Notre Dame 
6-7 305 27 USC 

6-3 240 30 Miami 

6-3 278 35 Boston Col, 
5-10 188 30 Wisconsin 
5-10 176 26 Georgia 

6-0 190 28 Wake Forest 
6-6 304 27 Virginia 

6-0 191 33 Colgate 
5-11 200 27 Wisconsin 
6-4 271 28 E, NewMex. 
5-11 230 25 Houston 

6-1 240 31 Penn State 
6-0 200 26 Florida 

6-3 235 26 Central Fla. 
6-1 247 31 Rutgers 

6-0 211 24 Georgia 

6-4 286 33 Pittsburgh 
5-10 185 34S. Illinois 
5-11 175 30 Oregon State 
6-3 273 30 Arizona 

6-2 218 31 Florida Slate 
6-2 225 29 Ferrum 

6-1 200 26 Hampton 
5-11 177 24 Arkansas 
6-3 238 25 Kentucky 
6-3 265 25 UCLA 

§-4 275 31 Toledo 

6-3 239 29 Syracuse 


ht wt college 


5-10 188 Ohio State 
6-4 243 Colorado 
6-2 245 Arizona Stale 
6-3 276 Florida 

187 N.C. State 
274 Rutgers 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


No wonder Carl Peterson, the Chiefs’ presi- 
dent, got cranky every time a story would 
surface last spring about the impending 
announcement of Joe Montana’s retire- 
ment. The Kansas City front office had con- 
vinced itself that Montana would play one 
more season and solid contingency plans 
had not been made 
The two-year Montana experi- 
ment was over in a blink. Joe 
brought the Chiefs to the 
brink of the 1993 Super Bowl, 
but that ended in aa haze 
as he lay on the frigid field 
of Rich Stadium with a 
concussion, the victim of 
the Bills’ relentless pass 
rush. He thought about quitting then. 
Peterson’s problem, and that of coach 
Marty Schottenheimer, is that Montana 
departed without leaving any footsteps in 
Missouri. There is no legacy. It was a quick 
almost-fix and then it was over. The gener- 
al consensus is that Kansas City is now on 
an immediate descent. 

Left in Montana's wake is Steve Bono, 
Montana's old backup first in San Francisco 
and then in Kansas City. There is no evi- 
dence that Bono could be a full-time, effec- 
tive starter. Perennial prospect Matt Blundin 
got game experience with the Scottish Clay- 
mores in the re-established World League in 
the spring. Rich Gannon, an NFL gypsy who 
didn't play last year, signed as a free agent. 
Steve Stenstrom of Stanford was drafted in 
the fourth round. He is a smart quarterback 
who certainly knows the West Coast offense 
as taught by his college coach, Bill Walsh. 
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But Stenstrom's brother Jeff, a Cornell line- 
backer, died of a rare disease in April, and 
it's difficult to predict how that tragedy will 
effect the rookie. 

Montana never had a corps of receivers 
in Kansas City the likes of his colleagues in 
San Francisco, but the master made the 
best of it. That will be much more difficult for 
his successors to do. The most promising 
target on the roster now is Lake Dawson, 
who caught 37 passes as a rookie for a 
14.5-yard per-catch average and two touch- 
downs. His progress has to be accelerated, 
especially in view of the free-agency defec- 
tion of J.J. Birden. Willie Davis is the major 
deep threat. He caught 51 passes for five 
touchdowns and a 16.1-yard average. The 
Chiefs made a major reach in the draft, 
selecting Tamarick Vanover in the second 
round. Vanover was a big talent for Florida 
State but left school after his second season 
for the Canadian League, where he was a 
disappointment. Schottenheimer has to 
stand over him to make him work, control his 
weight, and attempt to reach maturity. The 
tight ends, Derrick Walker (36 catches for 
382 yards) and Keith Cash (19 for 192), are 
valued more as blockers. 

The running game is at the crossroads, 
too. Kansas City’s leading runner last sea- 
son was Marcus Allen, one of the National 
Football League’s venerable antiques, who 
gained 709 yards. It made some sense with 
Montana at quarterback. With Allen at age 
35, it makes little sense, particularly when 
stability is not the hallmark at quarterback 
any longer. The Chiefs' Greg Hill got the ball 
50 fewer times as a rookie than Allen did yet 
managed 574 yards. Donnell Bennett, 
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SCORING—Elliott 105 points on 30 extra pares 

and 25 field goals...... sagnsenenh 
RUSHING—Allen, 709 yards. on 189 caies, 

38 avg., 7 TDs..... wnneedath 
PASSING—Moniana 299 of 493 atlempts for 

3,283 yards and 16 TDS... cae Ath 
RECEIVING—Anders, 67 receptions for 525 ars 

7.8 avg,, 1 TD... rakes OUT 
INTERCEPTIONS—Mincy, 3 for 49 yas, 

16.3 average..... seesyeenavedl FON 
PUNTING—Aguiar, 85 punts, 02. Af avg, 

longest 61 yards... means UY 
PUNT RETURNS—Hughes, 27 or 192 yatds, 

7.1 average... woof th 
KICKOFF RETURNS—Vaughn, 33 for 829 vards, 

25.1 average, 2 TDs..... 
SACKS—Smith, 11.5 


PRESEASON SCHEDULE 
August 5 WASHINGTON (N) 
11 AtArizona (N) 
19 BUFFALO (N) 


26 At Minnesota 
1995 SCHEDULE 1884 SCORES 
September 3 AtSeattle.......... 9-10 
10 N.Y. GIANTS. - 


17 LA RAIDERS... 


October 1 AtArizona.... 
9 SANDIEGO (N) 


November 5 WASHINGTON = 
12 AtSan Diego... 
19 HOUSTON (N). 


December 3 


: 
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another rookie, added 178 yards, suggest- 
ing that more frequent use would produce 
greater results. Fullback Kimble Anders is a 
hard-knocking fullback who led the Chiefs 
with 67 catches and can also run for the 
tough yardage. It may be time to rethink the 
strategy. Controlling the ball on offense, an 
old Schottenheimer ploy, and leaving every- 
thing else to the defense, underachievers 
last year, might be the wisest policy now. 

The interior of the offensive line is O.K., 
with Tim Grunhard at center and David Szott 
and Will Shields at guard, but the worry is at 
tackle, even though the unit allowed only 19 
sacks last year. Left tackle John Alt, 33, is 
thinking retirement, On the right side, Jeff 
Criswell was signed from the Jets. The Chiefs 
used their first-round draft choice to select 
Trezell Jenkins, the Michigan tackle who 
needs about a year’s polishing. The new line 
coach is Art Shell, the ex-Raider head coach. 

Most of the work will have to be on 
defense, where the talent on hand does not 
equate to the results. That's why both defen- 
sive coordinator Dave Adolph and line 
coach Tom Pratt were let go after the sea- 
son. Kansas City's statistics and rankings 
read a lot better than the actual perfor- 
mances, considering the skill here. Any 
pass rush with Derrick Thomas producing 
11 sacks on one side and Neil Smith pro- 
ducing 11.5 on the other is formidable. 
Throw in seven sacks by young Darren 
Mickell and the rush looks even tougher. 
The problem is the inconsistency. It's much 
easier to run against the Chiefs than to pass 
against them. Joe Phillips is still a force 
inside, but Dan Saleaumua, once Pro Bowl 
quality, has declined. 

None of the linebackers are killers 
against the run, either. Thomas is your basic 
pass-rushing outside linebacker. Tracy 
Simien led the team with 99 tackles. The 
Chiefs would like to improve on George 
Jamieson. The draft brought Troy Dumas, 
the Nebraska linebacker, and Jerrott Will- 
lard, California’s hard-hitting inside man. 
The secondary is beginning to look like Jets- 
West. The Chiefs signed three guys New 
York had found wanting: safety Brian Wash- 
ington, cornerback James Hasty, and the 
legendary Ronnie Lott. Hasty appealed to 
Kansas City since he is a better man-to-man 
coverage corner than incumbent Mark 


Collins. Washington and ex-Cincinnati Ben- 
gal David Fulcher will be the new safeties. 
The standout is right corner Dale Carter, 
who could bid for the Pro Bowl. What Gun- 
ther Cunningham, the new defensive coor- 
dinator plans to do with Lott is a mystery. 

Lin Elliott, the ex-Cowboy, kicked 25 field 
goals in 30 attempts, 18 of which came inside 
the 20-yard line, telling you all you want to 
know about Kansas City's scoring punch. 


Marty Schottenheimer, Head Coach 
Gunther Cunningham, Defensive Coordinator 
Carl Hairston, Defensive Line 

Jimmy Raye, Running Backs 

Kurt Schottenheimer, Defensive Backs 
Darvin Wallis, Defensive Assistant 

Russ Ball, Assistant Strength & Conditioning 
Jim Erkenback, Tight Ends 

Woodrow Love, Defense & Special 

Teams Assistant 

Dave Radding, Strength & Conditioning 

Art Shell, Offensive Line 

John Bunting, Linebackers 

Paul Hackett, Offensive Coordinator 

Mike McCarthy, Quarterbacks 

Al Saunders, Asst. Head Coach/Recelvers 
Mike Stock, Special Teams 
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no. name pos ht wt age college 
5 Aguiar, Louie 6-2 215 30 Utah State 
56 Ale, Arnold... 6-2 230 26 UCLA 
32 Allen, Marcus 6-2 210 35 USC 


76 Alt, John........ 
38 Anders, Kimble... 
44 Anderson, Darren... 
85 Bailey, Victor 
30 Bennett, Donnell 
14 Blundin, Matt 
13 Bono, Steve........ 
99 Booker, Vaughn ........DE 
4 Carroll, Wesley .. 
34 Carter, Dale... 
22 Carter, Perry... 
89 Cash, Keith ... 
25 Collins, Mark... 
69 Criswell, Jeff . 
31 Crocker, Sean... 
50 Davis, Anthony... 
84 Davis, Willie es 
80 Dawson, Lake.............WR 
86 Degratfenreid, Allen 
23 Dickerson, Ron . 
2 Elliott, Lin 
59 Fields, Jaime. 
87 Greene, Tracy... 
61 Grunhard, Tim... 
53 Hamilton, Rick .. 
40 Hasty, James, 
29 Hill, Greg 
9 Houston, Harrison....... 
83 Hughes, Danan 
57 Jamison, George 
45 Johnson, Jimmie ... 
55 Johnson, John... 
46 Jones, Victor 
65 Knapp, Lindsay . : 
88 LaChapelle, Sean......... 
42 Lott, Ronnie . 
51 Manusky, Greg.. 
85 Marlin, Eric... 
15 Matthews, Steve 
77 McDaniels, Pellom...... 
92 Mickell, Darren . 
81 Penn, Chris.. 
75 Phillips, Joe. 
43 Reece, John . é 
39 Richardson, Terry........ 
52 Rogers, Tracy... 
97 Saleaumua, Dan 


66 Siglar, Ricky, 
54 Simien, Tracy... 
90 Smith, Neil....... 
47 Stowers, Tommie......... 
79 Szott, David.. 
27 Taylor, Jay... 
24 Terry, Doug.. 
58 Thomas, Derrick 
94 Traylor, Keith... 
73 Valerio, Joe. 
21 Vaughn, Jon. 
72 Villa, Danny . 
98 Waldrop, Rob 
82 Walker, Derrick . 
62 Ware, David .......0.00. 
48 Washington, Brian...... 
26 Watson, Tim 
35 White, William .. ‘ 
41 Whitmore, David......... S 

55 Woolfork, Ronnie........LB 
85 Young, Mike ........... WR 


6-8 307 33 lowa 

5-11 221 29 Houston 
5-10 180 27 Toledo 

6-2 196 25 Missouri 
5-11 241 23 Miami 

6-6 233 27 Virginia 

6-4 211 34 UCLA 

6-5 283 28 Cincinnati 
6-0 183 28 Miami 

6-1 188 26 Tennessee 
6-0 194 24 S. Mississippi 
6-4 240 26 Texas 

5-10 190 32 Fullerton State 
6-7 291 32 Graceland 
5-10 191 25 No. Carolina 
6-0 231 27 Utah 

6-0 172 28 Central Ark. 
6-1 204 24 Notre Dame 
6-3 200 26 Ohio State 
6-0 206 24 Arkansas 
6-0 182 27 Texas Tech 
5-11 230 25 Washington 
6-4 276 23 Grambling 
6-2 299 28 Notre Dame 
6-2 241 26 Central Fla. 
6-0 201 31 Washington St. 
5-11 207 24 Texas A&M 
5-9 170 24 Florida 

6-1 201 25 lowa 

6-1 235 33 Cincinnati 
6-2 248 29 Howard 

6-3 230 28 Clemson 
5-8 223 28. LSU 

6-6 280 26 Notre Dame 
6-3 205 25 UCLA 

6-1 203 37 USC 

6-1 233 29 Colgate 

6-1 207 34 LSU 

6-2 217 25 Memphis 
6-3 278 28 Oregon State 
6-4 280 25 Florida 

6-0 198 25 Tulsa 

6-5 300 32 SMU 

6-0 200 25 Nebraska 
6-1 205 24 Syracuse 
6-2 241 28 Fresno State 
6-0 300 31 Arizona State 
6-3 248 24 La. Tech 
6-2 296 24 Nebraska 
6-7 304 30 San Jose St. 
6-1 250 29 TCU 

6-4 273 30 Nebraska 
6-3 240 29 Missouri 
6-4 290 28 Penn State 
§-10 170 28 San Jose St. 
§-11 197 28 Kansas 

6-3 242 29 Alabama 
6-2 290 26 C. Oklahoma 
6-5 293 27 Pennsylvania 
5-9 203 26 Michigan 
6-5 300 31 Arizona State 
6-1 276 24 Arizona 

6-0 244 29 Michigan 
6-6 285 26 Virginia 

6-1 206 30 Nebraska 
6-1 216 25 Howard 
5-10 191 30 Ohio State 
6-0 232 28S. F. Austin 
6-2 254 25 Colorado 
6-1 183 34 UCLA 


1d.name 


5 Pelton, Mike...... 
5 Willard, Jerrott... 
6 Proby, Bryan 
6 Barndt, Tom 


ht wt college 
6-7 322 Michigan 


6-4 233 Nebraska 
6-2 200 Stantord 
6-2 287 Auburn 
6-0 221 California 
6-4 280 Arizona State 
6-3 264 Pittsburgh 
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BY RICK MATSU. 


TORONTO STAR And in an 11th-hour decision, the 
league suspended the Posse 
iON franchise for this season. 

Ss AN pIVIs' At first glance it would seem 
PREDICTION®. souTHE to be an odd combination: eight 
NORTHERN D Ges BalirMOre ates teams in the Great White North 
7, calgary coals 2. ShrevePo Mad DOSS ag five an the land of He mint 
2 peas 8 Mer antonio NOES toa thats ee a 

3, B.C. | Blue Bombe 5 Birmingham 2 explanation. Basically, there 
4 winniped Eskimos were few major centers in the 
5, Edmonton © Roughriders northern states bordering 
skal “Cats Canada into which the CFL 

7 Hamilton 119 Riders could have readily expanded. 

; If cities didn’t already have NFL teams 

8, Ottawa . ady ' 
I's anodd with whom the CFL did not want to clash 


marriage in some ways, one 
that might best be described as a marriage 
of convenience. The Canadian Football 
League's expansion into the U.S. has not 
been, as you might expect, a matter of 
creeping across the 49th parallel into bor- 
dering states such as New York, Ohio, 
Michigan, Minnesota, or Washington. 
Instead, the league has vaulted all the 
way into the heart of Dixie. With the establish- 
ment of new franchises in Memphis and Birm- 
ingham and the relocation of its original 
U.S.-based team, the Sacramento Gold Min- 
ers, to San Antonio, all of the league's Ameri- 
can clubs are now south of the Mason-Dixon 
line. Shreveport and Baltimore, both admitted 
to the league last year, are the other two. The 
CFL thought it would have six U.S.-based 
teams this season, but efforts to move the Las 
Vegas Posse to Jackson, Mississippi, failed. 
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head-to-head, they were considered too 
small even by CFL standards. 

The south, on the other hand, had cities 
which, having been snubbed by the NFL, 
were ripe for an invasion. Baltimore was 
abandoned by the NFL in 1984 when Robert 
Irsay snuck his Colts out of town in the middle 
of the night and then ignored when the 
league expanded into Jacksonville and 
Charlotte. The city’s football fans embraced 
the CFL. Owner Jim Speros craftily fanned 
the ire of fans towards the NFL by naming his 
Club the Colts. And while he lost the right to 
continue using that nickname in a court 
action brought against him by the NFL, Sper- 
os has found a subtle way of maintaining the 
connection with that monicker. Officially, the 
club has no nickname. But the fans refer to 
their team as the Colts, and Speros doesn't 
discourage it. The stadium announcer, in 


fact, calls out: “Here are your Baltimore ...” 
The fans, in unison, add: “Colts.” 

Both Birmingham and Memphis had 
sought an NFL franchise for years, but each 
time the league expanded they were over- 
looked. Enter the CFL, which despite its 
troubles keeping teams afloat in Canada, 
found no shortage of would-be owners 
south of the border. In Memphis, Federal 
Express founder and CEO Fred Smith 
plucked down $3 million for the right to start 
up a team. On his heels came retired insur- 
ance magnate and one-time Atlanta high 
school football coach Art Williams, who 
gained the Birmingham franchise. Williams 
had been seeking a franchise for San Anto- 
nio, but unable to work out a suitable lease 
with the Alamodome, he opted to put a club 
in Birmingham. 

Beleagured commissioner Larry Smith 
was chortling when he came out of the 
CFL's annual meeting in March, “| can't tell 
you how excited we are to have Art Williams 
and Fred Smith, because it takes the league 
up to a higher level.” 

But all was not rosy for the commissioner. 
While he was welcoming Birmingham and 
Memphis into the fraternity, Smith was criss- 
crossing the continent seeking to keep fran- 
chises alive in Hamilton and Ottawa, to find 
new owners for the Las Vegas franchise, and 
to help Sacramento owner Fred Anderson 
relocate to a more profitable locale. 

The Las Vegas situation proved to be 
troublesome for Smith and one which, in the 
end, he could not solve. Ignoring urgings of 
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caution last year, Smith pushed for a fran- 
chise in America's gambling capital, Las 
Vegans proved once again that they weren't 
interested in pro sports, especially imported 
football played in an outdoor stadium when 
the thermometer consistently hovered near 
100 degrees at game time. By midseason, 
the fan count had dwindled to embarassing- 
ly low numbers, 

There was early interest from a group 
with visions of moving the team into the L.A. 
Coliseum (yes, alongside the Raiders and 
UCLA), but that proposal fizzled. Smith 
thought he had two different groups of buy- 
ers interested in putting the team in Jack- 
son. Butin the end neither group would not 
or could not meet Smith's financial demands 
and he finally pulled the badge off the Posse 
in mid-April as the rest of the league waited 
impatiently for a schedule, 

The Sacramento Gold Miners' move to the 
Alamodome in San Antonio came about in a 
much more orderly fashion after Anderson 
finally gave up on his hometown and its inad- 
equate Hornet Field Stadium on the Cal State 
campus. Anderson attempted to stay close to 
home by seeking to move the team into the 
Oakland Coliseum. He even put in a bid to 
purchase baseball's Oakland A's, But when 
that attempt failed, he turned to San Antonio. 

There was irony to the move. Two years 
earlier, San Antonio had been granted a CFL 
expansion franchise along with Sacramento. 
But two weeks after gaining entry, owner 
Larry Benson pulled out, leaving Anderson 
to. go it alone as the league's first U.S.-based 
team. And to add to the irony, Anderson has 
changed the name of his team from the Gold 
Miners to the Texans, the name Benson had 
chosen for his team, 

Thank heaven, though, that Anderson 
didn’t borrow the nickname of San Antonio's 
previous pro football team—the World 
League's Riders. No CFL fan, north or south, 
could handle three tearns with the same name. 

The top five teams in the North and the 
top three in the South will make the playoffs. 
The fifth-place team in the North will move to 
the South for playoff purposes. 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


\o®)_ CALGARY 
. STAMPEDERS 
You wouldn't think a team which has been as 
awesome as the Stampeders over the past 
three years Would be under the gun. But 
that's exactly the position which the Stamps, 
and in particular head coach Wally Buono 
and quarterback Doug Flutie, find them- 
selves. For the Stamps, despite having a 15- 
3 record in each of the past two seasons, 
have bowed out both times in the Western 
final. The dynasty which owner Larry Ryck- 
man envisioned for his club has not material- 
ized. While Flutie signed a new four-year 
contract in the offseason and will become a 
part owner of the club after that, Buono's 
position isn’t as solid. In fact, many feel that 
offensive coordinator John Hufnagel was 
promised by Ryckman that he'd be the 
team's next coach (with Buono moving 
upstairs) when he returned after failing to 
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get the head job with the Argonauts. 

Despite their postseason stumbling, the 
Stamps are again the favorites to win the 
Cup. Free agency, however, has cost the 
them two of Flutie's starting receivers in 
Brian Wiggins (Texas Southern) and Will 
Moore (Texas Southern), who jumped to the 
NFL. Free agency also took Flutie’s backup, 
Steve Taylor (Nebraska), to Hamilton, where 
he Was followed by center Doug Davies. In 
addition, the Stamps were in danger of los- 
ing both starting cornerbacks. Douglass 
Craft (Southern) signed with Indianapolis 
and Junior Thurman (Southern Cal) was 
looking elsewhere. 

The cupboard isn't exactly bare. Flutie 
still has Allen Pitts (Cal Fullerton), who set 
league records for catches (126), yards 
(2,036), and TD catches (21) in a season. 
And there's Canadian Dave Supuniis, the 
league's leading receiver in ‘93 who missed 
much of last season with a knee injury. Tony 
Stewart rushed for 1,120 yards and was 
second to Pitts in touchdowns (19, with 14 
on the ground), Will Johnson (Northeast 
Louisiana), who led the league with 19 
sacks, returns to head a defense which 
allowed a league-low 355 points. He's 
joined on the line by former Denver Bronco 
Kenny Walker (Nebraska) and veteran 
Canadian Stu Laird. The linebacking corps 
features Marvin Pope (Central State) and 
Alondra Johnson (West Texas State) and 
Canadian Matt Finlay (Eastern Michigan), 
who is heading into his 10th CFL season. 

With Craft and possibly Thurman gone, 
the Stampeders have some rebuilding to do 
in the secondary, They found that free 
agency can be a two-way street as they 
picked up cornerback Kim Phillips (North 
Texas State) from Winnipeg and then 
added Alfred Jordan (UCLA) from Las 
Vegas. The Stamps also used free agency 
to obtain offensive guard Denny 
Chronopoulos (Purdue) from B.C. 


TORONTO 
ARGONAUTS 
Starting over again might Well be the theme 
song for the Argos as they head into the '95 
season with new colors, new logo, new 
head coach, and renewed optimism. After 
119 years of wearing double blue—taken 
from England's Oxford and Cambridge Uni- 
versities—the Argos opted for dark blue, 
slate green, and silver in an effort to capture 
the imagination of today's fashion-con- 
scious youth. They also had the younger 
crowd in mind with their logo change. Gone 
is the sailing ship shaped like a football and 
bearing a large "A" on the sail. In its place is 
a helmeted warrior, taken from the myth of 
Jason and the Argonauts, holding a shield 
inscribed with a large "A." 

The new look, however, won't help the 
crowd count at SkyDome, which averaged 
a paltry 16,700 in ‘94, unless the team 
shows continuing improvement over its 7-11 
record. That task falls to new head coach 
Mike Faragalli, who takes over from Bob 


O'Billovich, now solely the GM. Faragalli, the 
son of former Saskatchewan, Edmonton, 
and Montreal head coach Joe Faragalli, 
comes to Toronto after four years as the 
offensive coordinator at Bowling Green. 
While cynics have suggested O'Billovich 
chose the 36-year-old Faragalli over Calgary 
assistant John Hufnagel or Edmonton's Joe 
Paopao so he could control the coaching 
decision from the press box, Faragalli does 
own a solid CFL background. In five seasons 
as an assistant coach he went to three Grey 
Cup games and earned a championship 
ring with the 1986 Hamilton Tiger-Cats. 

As part of their efforts to resell football to 
their fans, the Argos went after a prominent 
quarterback. They struck out on Matt Duni- 
gan and Damon Allen, but finally came up 
with Kent Austin (Mississippi), whom the 
B.C, Lions had deemed expendable after 
deciding to go with Danny McManus. Austin 
is one of only three pro quarterbacks to 
throw for more than 6,000 yards in a season. 
He'll head the Argo offense, which GM Bob 
O'Billovich has named the “Bomb Squad." 
Sophomore Marvin Graves (Syracuse) is the 
backup with Robert Dougherty (Boston U.) 
and Shawn Knight (William & Mary) battling 
for the third spot. 

Defensively, former Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neer Calvin Tiggle (Georgia Tech) stepped 
in at middle linebacker and gained all-CFL 
honors after leading the league with 121 
tackles. End Swift Birch (Temple) should 
be even better after a fine rookie season. 
The team took a step toward improving its 
secondary with the acquisition of Maurice 
Kelly (East Tennessee State) in the Las 
Vegas dispersal drait. 


BRITISH 
COLUMBIA LIONS 
After the Lions traded for quarterback Kent 
Austin prior to last season, there were those 
who felt the club had a shot at the Grey Cup. 
The prognosticators turned out to be cor- 
rect. But it was backup Danny McManus 
(Florida State) who delivered the Lions’ first 
championship in nine years, over the upstart 
Baltimore No-Names. Primarily a backup in 
his four previous seasons (three with Win- 
nipeg), McManus was rewarded by being 
handed the No. 1 job in ‘95. Austin finally 
wound up in Toronto in exchange for wide 
receiver Bobby Gordon (Nebraska-Omaha) 
and defensive back Eddie Thomas (San 
Jose State). To back up McManus, the Lions 
signed free agent Keithen McCant (Nebras- 
ka) from Winnipeg, 

Darren Flutie (Boston College), who 
stole the spotlight from his more illustrious 
brother, Doug, by catching the winning 
touchdown jn the Western Conference 
final, heads the receiving corps. The other 
starters—Matt Clark (Montana), Mike Tre- 
vathan (Montana), and Ray Alexander 
(Florida A&M)—had played out their 
options but were expected to re-sign. Ditto 
for running back Cory Philpot, who got off 
to a brilliant start last season but then was 
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slowed by injuries before regaining his 
stride in time for the Grey Cup. 

The Lions suffered some key losses.on 
defense, where linebacker Angelo Snipes 
(West Georgia) jumped to the Memphis 
Mad Dogs, Less Browne retired, Barry 
Wilburn signed with the Philadelphia 
Eagles, and James Jefferson (Texas A&!) 
joined the Carolina Panthers. Free agent 
Daved Benefield (Northridge State) from 
Ottawa will step in for Snipes, but the Lions 
will be testing newcomers to fill the vacan- 
cies in the secondary. 

Lui Passaglia, who provided the winning 
field goal in the Grey Cup, was expected 
back for his 20th season. If, at 40, he 
decides to hang it up, then Giulo Caravatta 
will handle the punting and place-kicking, 


PEC_s®” 
_BLUE BOMBERS. 


The short, and mostly sweet, Matt Dunigan 
era is over in Winnipeg. The 35-year-old 
quarterback moved on to his fifth CFL team 
in 13 seasons when he signed with the new 
Birmingham Barracudas after playing out 
his option. That has leftGM and head coach 
Cal Murphy seeking to pick up the pieces 
with Warren Jones (Hawaii), who has spent 
most of his five seasons in the CFL as a 
backup, and son-in-law Sammy Garza 
(UTEP). Keithan McCant (Nebraska), who 
filled in last year when Dunigan and Garza 
were injured, also defected, signing with the 
B.C, Lions. In three seasons with Dunigan 
(Louisiana Tech) at the helm, the Bombers 
finished first each time, with an overall 38-16 
record and made it to the Grey Cup game in 
1992 and '93 before being edged out by 
Baltimore last fall. 

It'll be more difficult for the Bombers this 
season. Besides Dunigan and McCant, they 
lost defensive back Bobby Evans (Southern 
Arkansas) to the Atlanta Falcons and defen- 
sive tackle Loyd Lewis (Texas A&l), a 10- 
year veteran, to a chronic neck injury. 
Running back Blaise Bryant (lowa State) 
and receiver David Williams (Illinois) had 
become free agents, but the Bombers were 
hopeful of re-signing both, 

Despite these losses, don't count out the 
ability of wily GM/head coach Cal Murphy to 
pull something out from his sleeve. Murphy 
got a bonus with the return of guard Fred 
Childress (Arkansas) and defensive back 
Anthony Shelton (Tennessee State), who 
were on loan to Shreveport last season, and 
then picked up homebrew slotback Ken 
Evraire from Hamilton and linebacker Doug 
Hocking, also a Canadian, from B.C., both 
as free agents. Murphy obtained former 
N.Y. Jets wide receiver Rob Carpenter 
(Syracuse), who'll step in if Williams doesn’t 
return, and Tamarick Vanover (Florida 
State), who Was a disappointment in Las 
Vegas. The acquisition of Evraire will allow 
for a possible move of slotback Gerald 
Alphin (Kansas State) to wide receiver and 
the use of an import offensive lineman in 
Childress. The offensive line, led by tackles 
Chris Walby and Miles Gorrell, returning for 
their 15th and 18th seasons, respectively, 
will be even stronger if Childress is added. 
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EDMONTON 
-ESKIMOS 


The Eskimos are going to get a complex. 
The CFL's model franchise when they were 
putting together an unprecedented string of 
five straight Grey up victories (1978-82), the 
Eskies have fallen from that pedestal. While 
Edmonton was THE team to play for in those 
glory years, the luster has apparently faded. 
A lot has to do with the fact that the Eskimos 
no Jonger fill their 60,000-seat Common- 
wealth Stadium. As a result, the club can no 
longer afford to pay the top dollars neces- 
sary to keep a player such as quarterback 
Damon Allen. 

After just two years in Edmonton, Allen, 
who was seeking an increase over his 
$400,000 salary, played out his option and 
signed with the expansion Memphis Mad 
Dogs, where he'll be joined by his No. 1 tar- 
get in Edmonton, slotback Eddie Brown 
(lowa State), and veteran cornerback Ed 
Berry (Utah State), Also leaving Edmonton 
via free agency was offensive lineman Mike 
Dumaresq, who signed with Toronto, while 
defensive backs Don Wilson (North Caroli- 
na State) and Damion Lyons (UCLA) were 
shopping their talents elsewhere, although 
either or both could still return. 

The defense was a strength last year 
and will probably have to carry the club 
again. The decision by Canadian line- 
backer Leroy Blugh (Bishop's) not to jump 
to Birmingham was a plus. He'll be reunited 
with Willie Pless (Kansas) and Larry Wruck, 
another Canuck, to form the backbone of 
the unit. Bennie Goods (Alcorn State) and 
Tony Woods (Oklahoma) anchor the line. 

Quarterback falls to Kerwin Bell (Flori- 
da), David Archer’s backup for two years in 
Sacramento. Rickey Foggie (Minnesota) 
and Chris Vargas (Nevada) vie for reserve 
duty. The departure of Brown leaves the 
receiving corps without a deep threat. Jim 
Sandusky (San Diego State), 34 in Septem- 
ber, is coming off a couple of injury-ham- 
pered seasons. Henry "Gizmo" Williams, 
32, remains the league's most feared kick 
returner, but he's never been a consistent 
receiver, Running back Lucius Floyd (Neva- 
da) could be the top target, which doesn’t 
say much for the passing attack. 


SASKATCHEWAN 
ROUGHRIDERS 


lf there's ever a time when the Roughriders 
want to be battling for the Grey Cup, it’s 
this year. You see, the city of Regina is 
hosting the championship game for the 
first—and possibly the only—time. Not that 
Regina won't put on a good show. Win- 
nipeg proved jn 1991, when it staged its 
only Grey Cup game, that a smaller center, 
where the temperature is sure to be frigid 
at the tail end of November, can put on a 
superb week of festivities and attract a 
packed house of well-bundled fans, But 
with rapid expansion into the U.S, and the 


quest for greater television dollars, Regina 
isn't likely to see another Grey Cup game 
played at Taylor Field. 

The Roughriders’ chance of being par- 
ticipant/hosts at this year’s game is a long- 
shot. After a respectable 11-7 season, they 
face ‘95 without all-star running back Mike 
Saunders (lowa), who played out his option 
and signed with the Green Bay Packers. 
Quarterback Tom Burgess (Colgate) lost 
backup Warren Jones (Hawaii) to Winnipeg, 
leaving holdover Michael Payton (Marshall) 
in the relief role. Burgess has 1,000-yard 
receivers in Ray Elgaard, the league's all- 
time reception leader, and Donald Narcisse 
(Texas Southern), Larry Thompson (Solano 
JC) missed the 1,000-yard mark by 93, and 
Prince Wimbley (Alabama) had 49 catches 
for Las Vegas, 

Defensively, the Riders will be solid 
despite the retirement of tackle Gary Lewis 
(Oklahoma State). Re-signing linebacker 
Ron Goetz (Minnesota) was a major 
accomplishment for GM Al Ford, who fol- 
lowed that up with the acquisition of free 
agent Canadian Glenn Kulka (Bakersfield) 
from Ottawa to replace Lewis and the re- 
signing of cornerback Albert Brown (West- 
ern Illinois), who had played out his option. 
Ford was unable to re-sign defensive back 
Anthony Drawhorn (UNLV), who jumped to 
Birmingham, but feels he has solid 
replacements in Dale Joseph (Howard 
Payne) and Terryl Ulmer (Southern Missis- 
sippi). Dave Ridgway, al 36, remains one 
of the league's premier place-kickers 


lf the 'Cats haven't used up most of their 
nine lives, they've got to be close to the limit. 
Mired in red ink, the Tiger-Cats were given 
an ultimatum by commissioner Larry Smith 
last November to sell 12,500 season tickets, 
gain $1 million in corporate sponsorship, 
and obtain the city's commitment to 
upgrade lvor Wynne Stadium as well as set- 
tle the muddled ownership situation. Their 
fans met the challenge to give the club 
another life and now it's up to the Ticats to 
produce on the field, 

Don Sutherin, who had returned to his 
ald team as an assistant coach last year, 
took over as GM and head coach late in 
the season after John Gregory was fired. 
One of his first moves in the offseason was 
to hire fellow Hall of Famer, ex-Ticat, Win- 
nipeg Blue Bomber, and Los Angeles 
Rams quarterback Dieter Brock as an 
assistant coach, along with former Argo 
receiver Terry Greer. Then he set out to 
improve the quarterbacking. The Ticats 
were stung badly last season when they 
brought in former Phoenix Cardinal Timm 
Rosenbach to run their offense. But like 
other ex-NFLers who have attempted to 
make the switch to the CFL, Rosenbach 
was a flop. Sutherin was determined not to 
make a similar mistake. He turned to the 
Calgary Stampeders and plucked free 
agent Steve Taylor (Nebraska), who had 
languished as a backup to Doug Flutie for 
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four years and before that to Tracy Ham in 
Edmonton. Then he traded three starting 
defensive backs—Don Odegard (UNLV), 
Adrion Smith (SW Missouri State), and Gary 
Wilkerson (Penn State}—to Memphis for the 
No. 1 pick in the Las Vegas dispersal draft 
and selected quarterback Anthony Cavillo 
(Utah State). Mike Kerrigan (Northwestern) 
re-signed with the Ticats in May, 

The Ticats had 18 players in their option 
years last season and two of the most cost- 
ly departures were end Tim Cofield (Eliza- 
beth City), the runner-up for Defensive 
Player of the Year honors, and running back 
Reggie Barnes. Cofield signed with Mem- 
phis and Barnes went to Toronto, Also seek- 
ing new pastures were linebacker Terry 
Wright (Temple) and receivers Lonzell Hill 
(Washington) and Cornell Burbage (Ken- 
tucky), all of whom signed with Memphis; 
linebacker John Motton (Akron), who opted 
for Birmingham; and slotback Ken Evraire, 
who joined Winnipeg, 

Nine-year veteran Earl Winfield (North 
Carolina) showed last year he's still one of 
the league's top receivers as he caught 67 
passes for 1,150 yards. He'll get help from 
Kelvin Means (Fresno State). The lineback- 
ing will be solid with Canadian Mike O'Shea 
flanked by Hassan Bailey (Kansas) and for- 
mer NFLer Marcus Cotton (USC), Veteran 
Bobby Dawson (Illinois), if he returns, 
heads the secondary. 
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7. OTTAWA 
ROUGH RIDERS 


The league's most unenviable job this season 
must surely belong to new head coach Jim 
Gilstrap, who inherited the job after Adam Rita 
opted to leave for the new Memphis franchise 
as its offensive coordinator rather than wait 
around for the ownership situation to be 
resolved, When the Riders were finally 
brought back from the brink of extinction in 
mid-March, after Chicago sports entrepeneur 
Horn Chen bought the club, they had no GM, 
no player personnel director, no coaching 
staff, and had done no recruiting. On top of 
that, they lost offensive lineman Chris Gioskos 
and slotback Jock Climie to Toronto, nose 
tackle Glenn Kulka to Saskatchewan, line- 
backer Daved Benefield (Cal-Northridge) to 
B.C.,and fullback Dean Noel to Hamilton, 
While cornerback Patrick Burke (Fresno 
State), a Canadian, signed with the Arizona 
Cardinals, 

With tackles Mike Graybill (Boston U.) and 
Jim Mills (Hawaii) contemplating retirement, 
only center Irv Daymond is set to return from 
last year’s offensive line. That may be one rea- 
son why quarterback Danny Barrett (Cincin- 
nati) hasn't signed a new pact. Barrett, 33, 
may be looking to play out his option and fin- 
ish his career elsewhere. At the same time, 
the Riders haven't exactly been banging 
down Barrett's door to get him to re-sign. As 
camp neared, they were close to signing for- 
mer Denver Bronco backup Shawn Moore 
(Virginia), whom they were looking at as their 
quarterback of the future. With Don McPher- 
son (Syracuse) retiring, Marquel Fleetwood 
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(Minnesota) has the inside track on the No. 3 
job, The Riders are solid at running back, 
where former CFL Rookie of the Year and 
rushing leader Michael Richardson 
(Louisiana Tech) and Gerry Collins (Penn 
State) form a solid one-two punch, Michael 
Stephens (Nevada), picked up in the Vegas 
auction, will help the receiving unit. 

The loss of Kulka, Benefield, and Burke 
punched holes in a porous defense. New 
director of football operations Garney Hen- 
ley, the former Hamilton Tiger-Cat star and 
Hall of Famer, plugged the linebacking 
hole by convincing Ray Bernard, who had 
played out his option with Saskatchewan, 
to join the eastern Riders. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 


* 


BALTIMORE 


They may not have an official nickname, but 
by any name the Baltimore Wannabe Colts 
provided the blueprint which should become 
the bible for every new U.S.-based CFL fran- 
chise. The Uncolts made it all the way to the 
championship game in their very first season 
and came within a disputed catch of, per- 
haps, becoming the first team outside Cana- 
da to win the Grey Cup. Baltimore's strategy 
was simple. Owner Jim Speros, who once 
had a brief tryout with the Montreal Alouettes, 
knew that the Canadian game was football 
with differences that had to be appreciated 
and addressed, He selected a coach, Don 
Matthews, who had extensive CFL experi- 
ence; Matthews, in turn, brought in a corps of 
high-caliber veterans with plenty of know- 
how in the Canadian game. 

Baltimore's strategy for this season 
seems to be if it's not broken, don’t fix it. Only 
one player (backup quarterback John Con- 
gemi) won't be back from the 41 who made 
the trip to the Grey Cup game last November. 
Baltimore picked up Len Williams (North- 
western), who was the No. 2 pivot at Las 
Vegas but was cut for financial reasons just 
before the end of last season, He'll compete 
with holdover Shawn Jones (Georgia Tech) 
and Matt Rodgers (lowa) for the spots behind 
starter Tracy Ham (Georgia Southern). Ham, 
who had been written off in Toronto, regained 
his touch last season as he threw for 4,348 
yards, Buthe made a crucial fumble within an 
arm's length of the goal line in the Grey Cup, 
and that's a memory that he'd like to erase 
this season. Robert Drummond (Syracuse) 
will move from being a backup to running 
back Mike Pringle (Cal Fullerton), the 
league's leading rusher, to a starting slot- 
back, That's forced Shawn Beals (Idaho 
State) to battle for a job at wide receiver with 
Robert Clark (North Carolina Central) and 
Shannon Culver (Oklahoma State). The pop- 
ular but erratic Donald Igwebuike (Clemson) 
could be on the way out as the place-kicker 
after the team picked up Carlos Huerta 
(Miami) in the Las Vegas auction, 

The defense, which gave up just 431 
points last fall (best in the East), should be 
even stingier now, Linebacker Matt Good- 
win, the league's top rookie, leads the way, 


supported by the likes of O.J. Brigance 
(Rice), Jearld Baylis (Southern Mississip- 
pi), Elfrid Payton (Grambling), and Tracey 
Gravely (Concord), 


SHREVEPORT 
-“, PIRATES 


What's this? The Gliebermans heading into 
a new season without! controversy swirling 
around the team? For the first time since 
shortly after they landed on the CFL scene 
in Ottawa in the fall of 1992, Detroit real 
estate developer Bernie Glieberman and 
son, Lonie, aren't facing criticism or ridicule 
for their handling of their team. There's no 
Dexter Manley, no controversial firings or 
coaching appointments, no outlandish out- 
bursts, Ina word: boring. 

But that's exactly the way the man in 
charge of the on-field product, NFL Hall of 
Famer Forrest Gregg, likes it. The fiery 
Gregg, who had a one-year fling in the CFL 
as coach of the 1979 Toronto Argonauts, took 
over the team before the start of last season 
when John Huard was fired midway through 
training camp. Without the opportunity to be 
involved in the preseason recruiting, Gregg 
had little to work with and spent much of the 
season trying to upgrade the talent, By sea- 
son's end, despite their 3-15 record, the 
Pirates were much improved. The prime 
example was the offensive line, an almost 
entirely different unit from the one which start- 
ed on opening day. The defensive line 
improved immensely with the addition of 
Reggie Rogers (Washington) from Hamilton. 

One position where the team suffered was 
quarterback, but the Pirates feel that's been 
corrected with the offseason signing of for- 
mer Atlanta Falcon and Houston Oiler Billy 
Joe Tolliver. He'll be backed up by holdover 
Mike Johnson (Akron) and rookie Robert 
Cobb. Tolliver will have a pair of the best tar- 
gets in Rod Harris (Texas A&M) and Curtis 
Mayfield (Oklahoma State). In two seasons 
with Sacramento, Harris topped 1,200 yards 
in receptions both times. Mayfield, picked up 
in the Posse disposal draft, went over the 
1,200-yard mark in his only CFL season. Tol- 
liver will see a familiar face in George Thomas 
(UNLY), who spent several years In Atlanta. 

The Pirates were forced to return offensive 
lineman Fred Childress, who was on loan 
from Winnipeg, to the Bombers; replacing 
him will be a major task for Gregg. They also 
lost defensive back Joe Mero (LSU) to the 
Bombers as a free agent. 


Dorrit 


MEMPHIS 
eee MAD DOGS 


The Mad Dogs made the right move when 
they hired Adam Rita as their offensive 
coordinator and Greg Mohns as the per- 
sonnel director. The two gave the Dogs 
the insight into the CFL, especially in the 
formative weeks, which head coach and 
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general partner Pepper Rodgers lacked. 
Anyone who followed Baltimore's success 
last year knows the value of CFL experi- 
ence in putting together an immediate 
winner. 

The Dogs sought to complement Rita's 
signing by acquiring veteran Winnipeg 
quarterback Matt Dunigan, who had 
become a free agent. The two had com- 
bined to bring a Grey Cup to Toronto in 
1991. Memphis GM Steve Erhardt, howev- 
er, declined to meet the demands of the 35- 
year-old QB and Dunigan ended up in 
Birmingham. The Dogs then outbid Toronto 
for Damon Allen (Cal-Fullerton). A free 
agent, Allen also worked under Rita in 
Edmonton in 1993 and he took the Eskimos 
to a surprise Grey Cup victory in which he 
was named the game's MVP. Allen strug- 
gled last year after Rita moved on to Ottawa 
as head coach. The Mad Dogs feel that 
Rita will get Allen back on course. The 
Dogs also acquired Allen's former pitch- 
and-catch partner, slotback Eddie Brown 
(lowa State), and are hoping that the 
reunion will produce the same sort of num- 
bers (27 TDs) that the pair put up in two 
seasons in Edmonton, 

The Mad Dogs put a lot of effort into 
building an experienced defense. They 
started with two of the best when they 
enticed free agent end Tim Cofield (Eliza- 
beth City State) away from Hamilton and 
Rodney Harding (Oklahoma State) from 
Toronto. The two were tied for second in 
quarterback sacks last season (16) and 
Cofield was named the East's top defen- 
sive player, The Mad Dogs signed Hamil- 
ton linebacker Terry Wright (Temple) as a 
free agent and cornerback Ed Berry (Utah 
State) from Edmonton. Then they started 
the Las Vegas Posse dispersal draft, where 
they had the No. 1 pick, by trading that 
choice to Hamilton for three experienced 
defensive backs: Gary Wilkerson (Penn 
State), Don Odegard (UNLV), and Adrion 
Smith (SW Missouri State). 


SAN ANTONIO TEXANS 

Owner Fred Anderson couldn't strike the 
mother lode in his hometown of Sacramento 
with the Gold Miners. So he pulled up stakes 
and headed for San Antonio, where he’s 
changed the team’s nickname to the more 
appropriate Texans and is looking to recoup 
some of the $10 million he spent trying to 
make a go of it in Sacramento. 

Anderson retained Kay Stephenson as 
coach and re-signed quarterback David 
Archer, but the Texans lost some key play- 
ers: running back Troy Mills (Sacramento 
State) to the San Francisco 49ers, middle 
linebacker Maurice Miller (Wake Forest) 
to the Atlanta Falcons, offensive guard 
David Diaz-Infante (San Jose State) to 
the Denver Broncos, and cornerback 
Junior Robinson (East Carolina) to the 
Carolina Panthers. Other CFL clubs, par- 
ticularly Birmingham, zeroed in on the 
Texans’ free agents. Left tackle Chris Dyko 
and defensive tackle Mark Ledbetter (both 
from Washington State) jumped to the 
Barracudas, while backup quarterback 
Kerwin Bell (Florida) signed with Edmon- 
ton and slotback Rod Harris (Texas A&M) 
with Shreveport. 
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Still, the Texans won't be without a solid 
nucleus of veterans who, after two seasons, 
are settling into the CFL game. Despite los- 
ing Ledbetter, the defensive line remains 
solid with tackles George Bethune (Alaba- 
ma) and Willie Fears (Northwestern State) 
and ends James King (Texas A&l) and Cur- 
tis Moore (Kansas)—if Moore doesn't retire. 
Defensive backs Malcolm Frank (Baylor), 
Tom Gerhart (Ohio), and Bobby Humphery 
(New Mexico State) return. 

To make up for the loss of Harris, the 
Texans signed receivers Mark Stock, who 
spent the last three seasons with the Wash- 
ington Redskins, and Kitrick Taylor, who 
has played for the Los Angeles Rams and 
the Cleveland Browns. Also returning are 
James Pruitt (Cal Fullerton), Wayne 
Hawkins (SW Minnesota), and Myron Wise 
(Palomar JC), Roman Anderson (Houston) 
provides solid place-kicking, and if Peter 
Gardere doesn't find work in the NFL, he'll 
be back to do the punting 


Owner Art Williams allowed that Birmingham 
is 200 miles from the ocean and he chose 
the nickname Barracudas not for geograph- 
ical correctness but because of the fish's 
reputation for ferocity. “It's an animal [sic] 
thal's vicious and mean,” he said, suggest- 
ing that's how he expects his new team to 
perform. In keeping with the marine motif, 
the team's colors will be similar to those of 
hockey's popular San Jose Sharks: blue, 
teal, black, and white. 

Williams, a retired real estate magnate, 
was originally seeking to put a team in San 
Antonio, But when he was unable to obtain a 
suitable lease at the Alamodome, he turned 
his sights on Birmingham. Williams gave the 
franchise immediate credibility in the city 
when he hired former Houston Oilers head 
coach Jack Pardee to be his field boss. He 
then scored a major coup by signing quar- 
terback Matt Dunigan (Louisiana Tech), who 
was being wooed by Memphis, Toronto, and 
Shreveport after he had played out his 
option with Winnipeg. 

While Dunigan’s gung-ho style has led to 
a series of injuries, the Barracudas felt he 
would give the team the field leadership 
they'd need in their first season and reward- 
ed him with the league's highest salary 
($800,000) for three years. If he stays 
healthy, Dunigan can make Birmingham a 
legitimate contender in its first season, To 
back him up, Birmingham signed Reggie 
Slack (Auburn), gimpy knee and all. And to 
add some local flavoring, as well, the 
‘Cudas signed former Alabama quarterback 
Danny Woodson. 

Defensively, Birmingham landed line- 
backer Angelo Snipes (West Georgia) and 
back Anthony Drawhorn (UNLY), both 
CFL all-stars, and added Las Vegas line- 
backer Shonte Peoples (Michigan), It lured 
former Calgary personnel director Roy 
Shivers, hoping he'd be able to attract 
several of the Stampeders to Alabama. 
The Stamps’ free agents, however, wound 
up elsewhere. O 


Featuring two publications 
covering the Canadian Football 
League! 
Canadian Pro Foothall 95 


Year two of the publication previewing 
the upcoming CFL season, Features 
include indepth analyses of each CFL 
team, statistics and 1995 schedule, 
feature articles and MORE!!! 
Only $9.95 (American subscribers 
please pay in U.S. funds) 


(Due out in mid-June) 


Canadian Pro Foothall Bi-Weekly 
Introducing a bi-weekly newsletter 
covering the 1995 CFL season. The 
paper will include game statistics, 
summaries and analyses, game 
previews, player and coaching profiles 


Only $32.00 for 16 issues, postage 
included (American subscribers please 


pay in U.S. funds) 
o subscribe to these publications send 
cheque or money order to: 
Red Devil Publishing 
Box 224 
Kleinburg, Ontario Canada 
LOJ 1C0 


UPDATES 
FREE! 


Coaches’ matchups ant 
analysis compiled weekly, 
undated ratings, College & Pro. 
New & unusual stat method. 
Sample three issues at 
no cost or obligation. 


CALL TOLL FREE TODAY 


1-800-755-2255 


Or use coupon below. 
@seeoeene6e6 seeseeooee0s 


WES, please send me 3 FREES 


4 issues of your Confidential ° 
e@ Coaches’ Updates. ° 
@ (Please enclose $2.95 for p&h). @ 
® ® 
e Nere — 
e e 
9 hddress, in 
so. stba__7p__® 
@eeeeseeceoeaeee ones nee2 
Mail to: Sports Commodity Exchange, 
6600 York Road, Balto, MD 21212 
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STATISTI 


RECORDS 

Points: 176, Paul Hornung, Green Bay (1960) 
Touchdowns: 24, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 
Field Goals: 35, Ali Haji-Sheikh, New York (1983) 
Extra Points: 62, Mark Moseley, Washington (1983) 


TD 


N.Y. Giants... 
Beats... 
Buccaneers..... 
Cardinals......... 


Rbvett, Etrict, TB. ......sssscsessssesesesesens 
Centers, Larry, Ari 
Tillman, Lewis, Chi. 
Reveiz, Fuad, Minn Young, Steve, S.F..... 
Andersen, Morten, N.O. De Pay te ogee Hampton, Rodney, Giants.. 
Boniol, Chris, Dall.....s.scassssssereesossn4O sector Jost. tie Bates, Mario, N.O........ 


Brien, Doug, SF... Brooks, Robert, G.B...... 
Jacke, Chris, G.B. ate . Drayton, Troy, Rams. 
Murray, Eddie, Phil. rare, ie Ellard, Henry, Wash.. 


Johnson, Norm, Atl. . re . Sete yin Floyd, William, SF... 
Hanson, Jasn, Det. ...:cccsssvsesesssesseB sececse aie Irvin, Michael, Dall........ 
Lohmiller, Chip, Wash. Meggelt, David, Giants... 
Husted, Michael, T.B. Sherrard, Mike, Giants... 
Buller, Kevin, Chi..... Wilson, Charles, T.B...... 
Zendejas, Tony, Rams... Graham, Jeff, Chi. ........ 
Davis, Greg, AF. sess. Howard, Desmond, Wash.. 
Treadwell, David, Giants... 
Daluiso, Brad, Giants .., 
Peterson, Todd, Ari........ 


Bettis, Jerome, Rams, 
Perriman, Brett, Det... 
Anderson, Willie, Rams. 
Barnett, Fred, Phil..... 
NON-KICKERS | Hawkins, Courtney, 7.8. 
Haynes, Michael, N.O.... 

TD TOR TDP TOM PTS Ismail, Qadry, Mi. ...sssosccsesssseeseus 


Smith, Emmitt, Dall....... sessed sespeeetD seonsl82) | Proebl, Ricky, Ari.......... 
Sharpe, Sterling, G.B. EER | Peon) (pact Taylor, John, S.F. 
Rice, Jerry, S.F.... Kaki Walls, Wesley, N.O.., 
Mathis, Terance, All, et Dsenet Brown, Derek, N.O.... 


Moore, Herman, Det. AN hoon 


Watters, Ricky, S.F. 


Cobb, Reggie, 6.B.... 
Cross, Howard, Giants .. 


Jones, Brent, S.F, Early, Quinn, N.O...... 
Bennett, Edgar, G.B.. Emanuel, Bert, All..... 
Allen, Terry, Minn Ervins, Ricky, Wash. 


Hughes, Tyrone, N.O..... 
Jenkins, James, Wash....... 


Rison, Andre, Atl. 
Carter, Cris, Minn. ... 


Samo nmnnme aw 


Harper, Alvin, Dall... Johnston, Daryl, Dall..... 
Heyward, Craig, Atl. Kinchen, Todd, Rams 
Sanders, Barry, Det. . Moore, Derrick, Det....... 
Walker, Herschel, Phil... Morgan, Anthony, G.B........ 
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Pierce, Aaron, Giants....scssssesesesreseseet senses Bs ss 
Reed, Jake, Minn...... =| 
HAUS SAOKIESTIB: SoniumtanbinoasiO oncrrdd aerenct earl 0 


Mitchell, Bria, WaSM.......ssssssssssssssed seseeeseedD sess 
Bavaro, Mask, PHil..sesssscssssssseeensssssd sacssrseeeO) sesese 
Bruce, Isaac, Rams... 
Carter, Anthony, Det........... 
Cunningham, Randall, Phil i, 
Garner, Charlie, PHib....ssssssssssesssen 
Gedney, Chris, Chi. .....s..sssssenssesesneeee 
Gray, Mel, Det 
Hester, Jessie, Rams..... 
Horton, Ethan, Wash. ... Reick 
Pennings, Kei, Ci arsssssesssssasessen 
JOSEPH, JAMES, PHI. ..sscssssrosssvsesseeee 
Matthews, Aubrey, Det. 
Parker, Anthony, Minn. . 
Sanders, Deion, S.F 
Smith, Irv, N.O. ...... “Som 
Washington, Dewayne, Minn.. 
Williams, Calvin, Phil.......... 
Conway, Curtis, Chi. 
West, Ed, G.B..... 
Winans, Tydus, Was 
Brooks, Reggie, Wash. .. 
Brown, Dave, Giants. 
Calloway, Chris, Giants. 
Collins, Andre, Wash. ... 
Favre, Brett, G.B....... 
Graham, Scottie, Minn. . 
Green, Robert, Chi.... a 
Hebron, Vaughn, PHI. ..ccsssssssccswessn 
Johnson, Maurice, Phil. 
Lee, Amp, Minn... 
Logan, Marc, S.F. 
McCaffrey, Ed, S.F... 
MeDonald, Tim, S.F 
Morton, Johnnie, Det... 
Novacek, Jay, Dall.... 
Singleton, Nate, S.F. ....ssssssssscsssneee 
Thomas, Blair, N.E.-Dall 
Williams, Kevin, Dall 
Aikman, Troy, Dall... 
Armstrong, Tyji, T.B. 
Bailey, Johnny, Rams... 
Bailey, Robert, Rams 
Bailey, Victor, Phil........ 
Bayless, Martin, Wash... 
Beuerlein, Steve, Ari. 
Brunell, Mark, G.B.... 
Carter, Dexter, S.F... 
Chandler, Chris, Rams. 
Clark; Gary, Ari......... 
Clay, Willie, Det....... 
Coleman, Lincoln, Dall....... 
Conover, Scott, Det 
Cook, Mary, Chi....... 
Dawsey, Lawrence, T.B.. 
Erickson, Craig, T.B. . 
Green, Darrell, Wash...... 
Griffith, Howard, Rams. 
Harris, James, Minn. . 
Harris, Raymont, Chi. 
Hearst, Garrison, Ari... 
Jack, Eric, Atl. ...... 
Jackson, Greg, Phil... 
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STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


Insights and 
information from 
Cliff Charpentier; 
America’s #1 
Fantasy Football 
authority! 


12th Year! #1 Best Seller! 
1995 FANTASY 
FOOTBALL DIGEST 
The First. The Best. The Only 
Winning Edge! 
@ OVER 375 PAGES! For the twelfth year in a 
row, Cliff Charpentier’s Fantasy Football 
Digest is the most important weapon tor 
every fantasy football franchise owner. 
No other fantasy football hook or 
magazine comes close! 
* Complete '94 statistics (for four scoring 
methods) 3-year statistical history for top 
players « Exclusive '95 player ratings from 
the nation’s #1 Fantasy Football analyst ¢ 
Key off-season notes, injury updates, player 
moves, etc. ¢ Post-draft ratings of '95 
incoming rookie class * AND MORE! 


’ = 
eaatumne EA DVE ca PLAYER RATIONS 
4 SCORING MET 
ocurr baunreste Mt “a 1 Faas 
FOOTBALL AMALYST BRINGS YOO 12 TEARS OF 
WS FANTASY FOOTBALL EXPERTISE 


Cliff Charpentier’s Fantasy Football Digest gives you the advantage. Well-organized and aay (4 Mb or more recommended); 2 Mb min. disk space; VGA graphics; Mouse 


easy-to-use, this book is recognized as “the bible” for fantasy football leagues and 
participants. It's just what you need to play to win! ONLY $73.95* 


FANTASY 
“FOOTBALL! 


CLIFF’S 1995 QUICK PICKS 1995 Quick Picks 
FANTASY DRAFT AT A GLANCE™ tii 
The Ultimate Cheatsheet for Fantasy Football! === 
THOUSANDS gave Cliff's Quick Picks rave reviews in '94. BASIC! 
Folds out to a big 34” x 22” easy-to-use size and placesa | SCORING METHOD 
world of valuable information at your fingertips! el 
You get all of this AND MORE! 
* Two scoring methods — Basic and Combined! * Key —S 


moves of the “new" free agency « The latest injury 
updates * Training camp gossip and fact ¢ Cliff's Top 100 overall picks, includ- 
ing notes and commentary * Top 50 running back picks * Top 25 quarterback 
picks * Top 25 kicker picks * Team-by-team check-off areas for all fantasy-posi- 
tioned players Published Third Week of Preseason - ONLY $10* 


1995 PRESEASON EDGE NEWSLETTERS 
Insights and updates you won't get elsewhere! 
The Preseason Edge '95 will keep you informed and ready 
for your fantasy draft. The newsletters update the 
Fantasy Football Digest through the preseason to 
the first week of the NFL regular season. 10 to 14 
info-packed pages per issue! Includes 1995 
Rosters/Checklist FREE! Here's where you'll get the 
facts most yearly football publications miss. 
FIVE VALUABLE ISSUES - ONLY $21.95* 


GET OFF THE BENCH. GET IN THE GAME. 


PRICE 

1995 FANTASY FOOTBALL DIGEST 13056 ae 
4995 QUICK PICKS/FANTASY DRAFT ATAGLANCE™ 10.00 — 
FAST-FAX QUICK PICKS — “Basic” Method, ADD: ht = — 

—“Combined” Method, ADD: 1:00 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY/STATE ZIP 
PHONE FAX # 
_) CHECK ENCLOSED (Payable to Fantasy Sports, Inc.) 
CARD # EXP. DATE 


SS-95 


*Plus shipping & Handling charge, Minnesota residents, add 6.5% sales tax. Sorry, no C.0.D.'s $10 charge on returned checks. 


NEwWh’95 FFL KOMMISH 
| = for a es 


Manage your Fantasy 
Football League with your 
PC! This one does it all... 
right from your desktop: 
League and team set-up, 
drafting, transactions, 
scoring, and more! All 
with Windows point-and- 
: click ease. View and print 
reports. On-line help screens guide you 
through the software. This is a must for any state-of-the-art Fantasy Football 
League! : 


YOU'LL ALSO WANT TO ORDER THE 1995 DRAFT LIST UPDATE FOR THE LATEST 
PLAYER ROSTERS! (avail. 8/1/95) ONLY 


System requirements: 1BM or compatible PC running Windows 3.x; 2 Mb min. 


or other pointing device. Windows™ is a trademark of Microsoft Corp. 


CLIFF’S FAST-FAX 
Quick Picks™ and/or The Edge 
(5th newsletter issue) via fax! 


What's better than Cliff's insights 

and information? Getting it almost 
immediately! Now, you can receive 
Cliff's Quick Picks and/or the important fifth issue of 
The Edge sent to you by fax! 


Only $10* (in addition to price 
of Quick Picks or Edge newslet- 
ter) 


CUSTOMERS 


NEW IMPROVED 
FAXING SERVICE. 


TRY IT! 


DON’T DELAY. ORDER TOLL-FREE RIGHT NOW! 


1-800-233-9809 


In the Twin Cities metro area, call: 774-8955 


Sots 


AND PLAY TO WIN! 


“THE EDGE" PRESEASON NEWSLETTER 21.95 

FAST-FAX 5TH ISSUE ONLY ADD: 10.00 
FFL KOMMISH for Windows™ 49.95 
FFL KOMMISH, 1995 DRAFT LIST ONLY 9.95 


Minn. residents: Add 6-1/2% Sales Tax 
Shipping & Handling Charge 


AMOUNT DUE $ 
MAIL TO: — 
FANTASY SPORTS, INC. | , sire «vawoune | 
674 E. SIXTH STREET =| 221350500 
FREE ST.PAUL,MN55106 ics 1 
65.01 and up 8,00 


Johnson, Mike, Det... 
Lewis, Nate, Chi... 
Lyght, Todd, Rams..... 
McCants, Keith, Hou.-Ari 
McDowell, Anthony, T.B. 
McMurtry, Greg, Chi. 
Mitchell, Scott, Det.... 
Morrison, Darryl, Wash... 
Muster, Brad, N.O...... 
Neal, Lorenzo, N.0..... 
Newman, Anthony, Rai 
Paup, Bryce, G.B....... 
Pegram, Erric, Atl. 
Reeves, Bryan, Ari. 
Ross, Jermaine, Rams. 
Sanders, Ricky, Atl... 
Smith, Cedric, Wash. 
Smith, Chuck, Atl. 
Smith, Darrin, Dall 
Smith, Robert, Minn... 
Spielman, Chris, Det 
Tolbert, Tony. Dall..... 
Truttt, Olanda, Wash... 
Turner, Vernon, T,B,. 
Waddle, Tom, Chi. 
Walker, Adam, S.F 
Walker, Darnell, Atl. 
Walsh, Steve, Chi. 


Wetnight, Ryan, Chi. 

Williams, James, N.O. 
Woodson, Darren, Dal 
Worley, Tim, Chi... 
Wright, Toby, Rams... 
Wycheck, Frank, Was! 


Jordan, Andrew, Minn. 
Armstead, Jesse, Giants. 
Fuller, William, Phil... 
Gilbert, Sean, Rams... 
Swann, Eric, Ari...... 
* Safely 

Team safeties: Lions, N.Y Gianls, Redskins 


=> 


RUSHING 
RECORDS 


Carries: 407, James Wilder, Tampa Bay (1984) 
Yards: 2,105, Eric Dickerson, Los Angeles (1984) 
TDs: 24, John Riggins, Washington (1983) 


YARDS 


ATT 
Sanders, Batty, Det. ..c..c.csceaeee 
Smith, Emmitt, Dall......... 
Hampton, Rodney, Giants 
Allen, Terry, Minn...,... 
Bettis, Jerome, Rams . 
Rhett, Errict, TB... 


Moore, Ron, Ari. . 


Heyward, Craig, Alt... 
Ervins, Ricky, Wash. .. 


Bales, Mario, N.0.. 
Walker, Herschel, Phil 
Brown, Derek, N.O...... 
Harris, Raymont, Chi... 
Gamer, Charlie, Phil 
Pegram, Enric, All... 
Centers, Larry, Ari, 
Hebron, Vaughn, Phil. 
Mitohell, Brian, Wash 
Floyd, William, S.F. ... 
Meggett, David, Giants... 
Brooks, Reggie, Washi 
Young, Steve, S.F....... 
Workman, Vince, T.B. 
Cunningham, Randall, Phil. . 
Graham, Scottie, Minn. ... 
Joseph, James, Phi 
Favre, Brett, G.B..... 
Brown, Dave, Giants... 
Higgs, Mark, Mia.-Ari...... 
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PASSING 

RECORDS 
Completions: 371, Warren Moon, Minnesota (1994) 
Touchdowns: 36, Y.A. Tittle, New York (1963) 
Yards: 4,614, Neil Lomax, St. Louis (1984) 
Longest for TD: 99 yards, Frankie Filchock to Andy Farkas, Washington (1939) 

99 yards, George Izo to Bobby Mitchell, Washington (1963) 

99 yards, Karl Sweetan to Pat Studstill, Detroit (1966) 

99 yards, Sonny Jurgensen to Jerry Allen, Washington (1968) 

99 yards, Ron Jaworski to Mike Quick, Philadelphia (1985) 


ATT GOMP AVG TDPCTTD LONG INTPCTINT SACK YDS sh RATING 
Kae me gers Simms [1 eed err Pv 


Young, Steve, S-F.... 
Krieg, Dave, Det. 
Favre, Brett, G.B. 
Everett, Jim, N.O. 
Aikman, Troy, Dall... 
George, Jeff, All. 
Erickson, Craig, T. 
Moon, Warren, Minn. . 
Walsh, Steve, Chi......... 

Cunningham, Randall, Phi 
Miller, Chris, Rams....... 
Brown, Dave, Giants. 
Schroeder, Jay, Arr... 
Mitchell, Scott, Det... 
Beuerlein, Steve, Ari 
Shuler, Heath, Wash. ... 


NON-QUALIFIERS el ty a 
Peete, Rodiney, Dall... 
Grbac, Elvis, S.F. 
Garrett, Jason, Dall.. 
Chandler, Chris, Rams. 
Brister, Bubby, Phil. 
Wilson, Wade, N.O.. 


iy pi 


Graham, Kent, Giants... 
Frerotte, Gus, Wash. 
Brunell, Mark, G.B... 
Hebert, Bobby, All... 
Salisbury, Sean, Minn... 
McMahon, Jim, Afi...... 
Maddox, Tommy, Rams... 
Dilfer, Trent, T.B. secs 


mein dnrowsmos uid: 


PUNTING 
RECORDS 
Number: 114, Bob Parsons, Chicago (1981) 
Average: 51.4 yards, Sammy Baugh, Washington (1940) 
Longest: 94 yards, Joe Lintzenich, Chicago (1931) 


LONG 


NO YARDS. BLK OPPRET RET YDS 


IN20 NET AVG 


Landeta, Sean, Rams... 
Roby, Reggie, Wash... 
Montgomery, Greg, Det. 
Barnhardt, Tommy, N.O. 
Saxon, Mike, Minn... 
Jett, John, Dall... 
Horan, Mike, Giants. 


Barker, Bryan, Phil... 
Feagles, Jeff, Ari...... 
Alexander, Harold, Ati... 
Stryzinski, Dan, T.B. 
Gardocki, Chris, Chi..... 
NON-QUALIFIERS 

Berger, Mitch, Phil... 
Tyner, Scott, Atl... 


ELEGELELLELLEL 


Coleman, Lincoln, Dall... 
Hearst, Garrison, Ari, 
Logan, Marc, S,F.... 


Loville, Derek, S.F sss. 
Johnson, LeShon, G.B. 
Rice, Jerry, S.F....... 
Neal, Lorenzo, N.O., 
Perriman, Brett, Del. 
Calloway, Chris, Giants 
Erickson, Craig, 7.8 
George, Jeff, All. 
Aikman, Troy, Dall... 
Chandler, Chris, Rams 


Green, Robert, Chi... 
Smith, Robert, Minn. 
Lee, Amp, Minn. .. 
Shuler, Heath, Wash. 
Miller, Chris, Rams........ 


1 
] 
1 
Thomas, Blair, N.E-Dall > We anes F VE 
0 
] 
0 
0 
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Schroeder, Jay, AP. ccssseerssosorsseas TBs scscorcece 
MeDowell, Anthony, TB. ...ccsssco0 2 cssssvee 
Moor, Warren, Minih...esesososssss.02 0 seossceceens 
Walker, Adam, S.F. ...ccssesrermanan Id. 
Moore, Derrick, Det i 
Downs, Gary, Giants .....osscrsseeesee! | Dssecssseee 
Smith, Cedric, Wash, ....cccrseseense: 1 Ossecrerse 
Rasheed, Kenyon, Giattts ssc VP scsccssene 
Kinchen, TOU, RAMS. ...s.......eccsuyse seccsesane 
Hebert, Bobby, Atl . ured ruanens 
Haymes, Michael, NiO. ccssissecessseeeoee 
Betiarlein, Steve, Ati...scssssssssssesQQvonvee 


Ned, Derrick, N.O. ...sscscsscsessssees 
Krieg, Dave, Det. ....csccsssssesesn 
Everett, Jim, N.O. on 
Bailey, JOWMAY, RAMS......-....c-r0.11. 
Lang, David, RES ....ce1sesve 6 
earthy DERE So arasasane ssscaresetto Mayotte OOM sestuk tees Roma De 
MCMahonn, Jit, ALi... .ccsssssscssssesssnsDosesesussseBQ snseeeesDe sssersee ED saseees 
Conway, Curtis, CHi....ssssssennsssnesBissinnse 
Griffith, Howard, Rams).........cc0c009.. 
Christian, Bob, CHI. .cccssssecssssasesnl 
2 
2 
15 
6 


Hester, JOSSIG, RAMS.,.......scscccccssuneZon 
Dilfer, Trent, T.B... 

Mitchell, Scott, Det. ..........sccse ea ee 
Hoge, Merril, CW ..seyeessesssssssenetsDstsseesseo24easesce AO sasssetgsB sossce 
Barnardt, TOMMY, NiO. ...cccssssessse Tscessnosee 
Williams, Kevin, Dall — 
Evans, Charles, MINN. ......ccccccc» 
Worley, Tim, CH. ....csecsessnseonseses ; 
Wilson, Wade, N,O.....csssssscerseus 
Wilson, Charles, 1.8. ns 
Sharpe, Sterling, G.B. sco... 
* Levy, Charles, Afi... 
Levens, Dorsey, G.B 
Lester, Tim, Rams. 
Turner, Vernon, T.B....... 
Williams, Calvith, PRUE, ..e.ssos...... 
Graham, Kent, Giants......... 
Anderson, Willie, Rams........1.1.. 
aA PO CMIITIS, INOS cerecoccesraisess 2s scrreucaral D) bsoyak Al aes 
Dunbar, Vaughn, N.O. ....scasssesssssssBssssecnessec erssnesQaQ guensee 
Marshall, Arthur, Giants............ 
Feagles, Jeff, Ari... : 
Royster, MaZi0, T.B,....ssecscccsssesee 
Brunell, Mark, G.B........ 
Brister, Bubby, Phil.... 
Hughes, Tyrone, N.O., 
Winans, Tydus, Wash. .......... 
Jordan, Charles, G.B. senses. 
Walsh, Steve, CH, ...ncssesssrssre whe Sn 
Howard, Desmond, WaSth.....cssscssse Dsssssesssros4 sesso sosntee 
Emanuel, Bert, All. ... 
Elias, Keith, Giants —T 
Drayton, Troy, RAMs -,.sss.orese0: 
Agee, Tommie, Dall..........ro.es.is 
Muster, Brad, N.0. ...scssssecsssssssens 
Salisbury, Sean, Minn... 
Bruce, Isaac, Rams........... 

Samuels, Terry, Ari one 
Palmer, David, MINN. ,-,oor.cv. 

Maddox, Tommy, RaMS.......1..... 
Grae EWis Si varadesaasetalonenmeals: E 
ETTOSE:, SOI, WOSEL secsnsonovoroccnsine Nacesannnocintefposasadc A) Srorss 
Frerotte, Gus, WaSI. ..assssseisssssssersssnasnssssinesE sssesniad seersones 


MOM MWM—Mh BWM Ow hm NORD 


Suites 


Prem e anton mawho 


PUNT RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 70, Danny Reece, Tampa Bay (1979) 
Yards: 646, Eddie Brown, Washington (1976) 
Longest for TD: 103 yards, Robert Bailey, LA (1994) 


NO FC YARDS AVG LONG 1D 


Mitchell, Brit, Wah, osssossB2 ccsccs24 sori 462 soos TT socset7Boco 

Meggett, Dawid, Giats ooo... 26 scsi T4 sss B2d soso 124 cece tOB.. co 
Gray, Mel, Det. ...essrosisessecvsess2T censor 12 svesese2BQ oossen VD sssseesQ4 veces 
TUPMAL, VETMOM, TAB. ..scsscecccrsssQD ccsvonsssA sinsess VB sesees TOA sesens BOL. 


SYMP, EH, PHIL. coorcsesescrer AD oncccreDT cern BBD soso DG sssee AQ inser 
Willams, Kevin, Dall. ...csos.s..99 o.o.00.18 .oeB49 oseeccB9..,,.t83 

Brooks, Robert, G.B...scsc.ec AO esses. 18 cot B52 ossoiB.B en tBB.... 
Carter, Dexter, SF seicseessersici BB seeesis VQ seri GO b cists BIA sees s2D eee 
Robinson, Patrick, Avi. sseorccseAV ssocei) 12 pecrs@B0 srssevrl Osssers2Bvece 
Hughes, Tyrone, N.O. eeseseses2 D ossccscesB cusses VAG oss B secsce BD ire 
Palrmer, David, MUMM....sesssscsscBO sosccteccD csc IQS coset B4 sess 2D soon 
Verdin, Clarence, AUl....svsssecse2B ooscets 1D cssnsd 1S ssrnesAeD sssees2Q sone 
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* Authentic NFL Jerseys *« 


Exclusive Pro Sports 


Authentic NFL Game Jerseys — from $109.99 
All NFL teams available in dark game jersey. Many teams available 
in white game jersey also. Sizes 42-52. 
NFL Replica Game Jerseys — most teams available in dark game 
jersey only — $49.99. Sizes M-XXL 
Authentic NFL Game Helmet - All NFL Teams — $219.99 
NFL Logo Caps — (adjustable) - Most NFL Teams — $16.99 
NFL Sized Caps by New Era — Most NFL Teams — $19.99 
NFL Logo Turtlenecks — $29.99 - Sizes M-XXL 
NFL Leather Jackets — from $279.99 
Starter Jet Pullover Jackets from $69.00 - M-XXL 
Authentic NFL Pro Bowl Jerseys - AFC & NFC available. Limited 
quantities with specific player name and number — (Size 48 only) $269.99 
NFL Starter, Logo Athletic, Mirage, and DeLong Jackets. 
NFL Logo Caps — White twill - $12.99 — Black wool - $16.99 
NFL Pro-Line Sweatshirts by Russell - $67.99 — Sizes L-XXL. 


CALL FOR FREE CATALOG 
1-815-226-5656 *« 24 Hour FAX 1-815-226-5606 


Visa, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, Check or Money Order. 
Hours: Weekdays 9AM-9PM, Saturdays 9AM-5PM CST 
Mail Orders To: Exclusive Pro Sports ° 1941 Highridge Rd. * Rockford, IL 61108 
Visit Our Store At; Exclusive Pro Sports * 6551 E. Riverside Blvd. » Suite 114 * Rockford, IL 61114 
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Fantasy Football 
Scouting & Rating Updates 


For that EDGE on your competition... 
+ Over 300 players ranked # + 10 years experience + 
+ 6 years of data, and latest news sources from all NFL cities considered + 
+ rankings for all scoring systems (points, ydg. bonus, hybrids, ete.) + 
+ no Nuff... only what you need + 


fantasy lootball 


More Issues & Information 
With Fantasy Football Forum you 
will receive weekly issues during 


the season, a spring issue to help ..det us do your 


sort out the free agent frenzy, a 
summer issue reporting on the 
latest camp movements, and the 
much needed D-DAY (draft 
guide) issue to help you plan a 
winning season. 


Our 7 page newsletter will provide 
valuable information and enjoyable 
reading. 

Send check or money order in the 
amount of $49.99 to 
Fantasy Football Forum 
PO Box 654 Dublin, Ohio 43017 


pre-season & weekly scouting! 
Pre-Season Scouting & Power Rankings... $10.99 
Weekly (starting in July with training camp updates) .... $59.99 
Mid-season & Final Report Cards ......:.0 $10.99 
or 
Order all for just $64.99! 


We'll send to you by FAX or Mail 
To Order: Call 1-800-465-9617 (9am-7pm EDT) or 
FAX to 1-412-657-9616 (24 hr), or Mail check. 
money order, Visa/MC (FAX or mail Visa/MC orders 


include card #, exp, date, last 4 SSN #s, and signature), LO: 
EEE Information Services, P.O. Box 5400, New 


Castle, PA 16105-5400 
vvvaANvYY 
Starting when training camp opens... 


—a. 


Phone Hotline Updates &@ 


...we really go to work for you!!! 
@ Call for details & 
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NFC statistics 
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PASS RECEIVING 
RECORDS 


Receptions: 122, Cris Carter, Minnesota (1994) 
Yards: 1,570, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1986) 
TDs: 22, Jerry Rice, San Francisco (1987) 


9 OR MORE YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Carter, Cris, Minn. . sore 206 sere O,8 sessrcl BD sassseul 
Rice, Jerry, S.F..... 1499 ......18.4..... 169.13 


Mathis, Terance, Alt. ... yaa Ajeet 
Sharpe, Sterling, G.B.. 
Reed, Jake, Minn. .. 
Early, Quinn, N.O.... 
Rison, Andre, All... 

Irvin, Michael, Dall. 
Barnett, Fred, Phil... 
Bennett, Edgar, G.B. 
Haynes, Michael, N.O. 
Centers, Larry, Ari... 
Ellard, Henry, Wash. ... 
Moore, Herman, Det... 
Graham, Jeff, Chi... 
Sanders, Ricky, All. 
Watters, Ricky, S.F. 
Williams, Calvin, Phil. 
Brooks, Robert, G.B. ... 
Bailey, Jofinny, Rams. 
Perriman, Brett, Det..... 
Sherrard, Mike, Giants 
Proehl, Ricky, Afi... 
Ervins, Ricky, Wash 
Clark, Gary, AP. oss: 
Walker, Herschel, Phil 
Smith, Emmitt, Dall..... 
Small, Torrance, N.O. 
Jones, Brent, S.F.... 
Novacek, Jay, Dall 


Finally! Run your own football pool in 
an easy to use, Windows program! 


* Preprogrammed pro season schedule! 

¢ Download weekly line and game results! 

« Best bet and elimination pools included! 

¢ Season bonus pool! 

* Team standings and your pool players 
stats, generated on a weekly pick sheet! 


Introductory offer of $45.00 
plus shipping and handling 


Visa/MasterCard Accepted 


Call 1.800.552.7489 


For beginners and experienced players! 
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Anderson, Willie, Rams.... 
Dawsey, Lawrence, T.B. 
Emanuel, Bert, All. .. 
Ismail, Qadry, Minn 
Hester, Jessie, Rams... 
Lee, Amp, Minn, 

Brown, Derek, N.O. 
Johnston, Daryl, Dall. . 
Sanders, Barry, Det..... 
Calloway, Chris, Giant 
Joseph, James, Phil......... 
Taylor, John, S-F.... 
Smith, Irv, N.O.. 
Howard, Desmond, Wash. 
Conway, Curtis, Chi.... 
Harris, Raymont, C 
Hill, Randal, Ari. 

Walls, Wesley, N.O. 
Hawkins, Courtney, T. 
Jordan, Andrew, Minn. 
Cobb, Reggie, G.B. 
Harper, Alvin, Dall........ 
Cooper, Adrian, Minn, 
Heyward, Craig, All...... 
Meggett, David, Giants. 
Drayton, Troy, Rams... 
Wilson, Charles, T.B.... 
West, Ed, G.B......sr0ci0 
Cross, Howard, Giants 
Bettis, Jerome, Rams... 
Matthews, Aubrey, Det. 
McDowell, Anthony, T.B. . 
Morgan, Anthony, G.B. 


Harris, Jackie, T.B.. 
Mitchell, Brian, Wash... 
Waddle, Tom, Chi. . 
Green, Robert, Chi. 


Kinchen, Todd, Rams 
Armstrong, Tyji, T.B... 
Rhett, Errict, T.B.... 
Singleton, Nate, S.F. 
Bruce, Isaac, Rams 
Cook, Mary, Chi... 
Johnson, Maurice, Phil... 
Bailey, Victor, Phil... 
Pierce, Aaron, Giants . 
Winans, Tydus, Wash, 
Floyd, William, S.F. ose 
Hebron, Vaughn, Phil...... 
Copeland, Horace, T.B 
Bavaro, Mark, Phil 
Ware, Derek, Ari... a 
Holman, Rodney, Det. .esesscsssssses 7 sssesose 
Allen, Terry, Mitty. ....-ssessese 

Marshall, Arthur, Giants.. 
Griffith, Howard, Rams 
Pegram, Erric, All. 
Logan, Mare, SF. .. 
Horton, Ethan, Wash. 
Smith, Cedric, Wash. . 
Smith, Robert, Minn... 
Reeves, Bryan, Ari..... 
Chmura, Mark, G.B.... 
Hampton, Rodney, Giants... 14ers 
Williams, Kevin, Dall,...sessssessse Z 
Johnson, LeShon, 6.8 
Gedney, Chris, Chi 
Popson, Ted, S.F. .. 
Ned, Derrick, NO... 
Hoge, Merril, Chi... 
Brooks, Reggie, Wash. 
Fann, Chad, Ari..... 
McCaffrey, Ed, S.F 
Wetnight, Ryan, Chi... 
Workman, Vince, T.B. ..... 
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FOR SPORTS RETAILERS ONLY 


Sell the “bible” of sports in your store! 

Join the STREET & SMITH'S retailers 

who carry THE annuals to trust for 
pre-season facts, statistics and predictions. 


Baseball * Pro Football * College Foothall 
Pro Basketball * College Basketball 
Put Street & Smith's to work for you: 


@ 30% profit on each copy sold 


® No inventory investment—consignment only 
@ Return unsold covers for full credit 
@ No freight charge—orders shipped prepaid UPS 


® Guaranteed on-time delivery 


@ Ship to one or several addresses, 


one or all titles 


Special Bonus 

Order now and receive a handsome 

lucite display rack free with your first order. 
To place an order, or for more 

information, call 1-800-435-5003. 


STREET & SMITH’S, P.O. BOX 397 ROCHESTER, VT. 05767 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


NFC statistics 
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SaANINGS, KOI, CHi...sesscsscssessnse 1 UasseessnseslD sates eBLB rss 
Hall, ROM, Det, ssoscssesessneees 
Rasheed, Kenyon, Giants 
Musier, Brad, N.0..... 
Green, Willie, T.B, 
Harris, Leonard, Alt... 


INTERCEPTIONS 
RECORDS 


Number; 14, Dick Lane, LA (1952) 

Yards: 303, Deion Sanders, San Francisco (1994) 

Longest return TD: 102 yds, Jim Smith, Detroit (1949) 
102 yds, Erich Barnes, NY (1961) 

TDs: 4, Eric Allen, Philadelphia (1993) 


3.0R MORE NO YARDS 
Williams, Aeneas, Ari, 
Hanks, Merton, S.F. 
Sanders, Delon, S.F. 
Jackson, Greg, Phil... 
Clark, Vinnie, Atl.-N.O. .. 
Woodson, Darren, Dall... 
Washington, James, Dall 
Buckley, Terrell, G.B. . 
Woolford, Donnell, Chi. .. 
Spencer, Jimmy, N.O. 
Johnson, Dul., All, .... 
Collins, Andre, Wash. 
Parker, Anthony, Minn 
Glenn, Vencie, Minn. ...... 
Williams, James, Ai....... 
Zordich, Michael, Phil 
Massey, Robert, Det... 
Brown, Larry, Dall...... 
Washington, Dewayne, Minn 
Walker, Darnell, Atl... 
Booty, John, Giants 
Buller, Leroy, G.B.. 
Pope, Marquez, Rams 
Hoage, Terry, Ari....... 
Allen, Eric, Phil...... 
Carter, Tom, Wash, 
Clay, Willie, Det... 
Paup, Bryce, G.B... 
Henley, Darryl, Rams . 
Bayless, Martin, Wash. ... 
Teague, George, G.B.. 
Green, Darrell, Wash... 
Ross, Kevin, All..... 
Del Rio, Jack, Minn... 
Sparks, Phillippi, Giants . 
Joyner, Seth, Ath cscs 


KICKOFF RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 63, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1994) 
Yards: 1,556, Tyrone Hughes, New Orleans (1994) 
Longest for TD: 106 yds, Al Carmichael, 
Green Bay (1956) 
106 yds, Roy Green, St. Louis (1979) 
TDs: 4, Travis Williams, Green Bay (1967) 
4, Cecil Turner, Chicago (1970) 


Gray, Mel, Dat. Ne oe Slee 
Walker, Herschel, Phil... . 21 ...see 
Williams, Kevin, Dall. ... cn 
Mitchell, Brian, Wash, ......58........ 
Lewis, Nate, Chi, ..........35... 
Hughes, Tyrone, N.O. ......63... 
Kinchen, Todd, Rams... .. 24a 
Verdin, Clarence, Atl... 6... 44... 
Lang, David, Rams... 2... 27a 
Ismail, Qadry, Minn. 
Carter, Dexter, SF. ........48... 
Harris, Corey, G.B. ......+.29... 
Turner, Vernon, T.B, .......43.... 
Hebron, Vaughn, Phil. ......22.... 
Levy, Charles, Afi. ......... 26 
Lewis, Thomas, Giants... ..26......... 
Meggett, David, Giants 2... 29... 


STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


PACKER PLUS TACKLES THE DETATLS 
Packer Plus features exclusive photos, indepth coverage, commentary 
ond stotistics on the Green Bay Packers. Published by the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel in 34 issues, it's must reading for 
Packer fans. To subscribe, call 1-800-846-PACK. 


LOGO SPORTS ENTERTAINWENT INC. 
Complete line of sports novelties for all sports. Custom jerseys 


our specialty, clong with Champ merchandise for all sports. The 
official catalog house for the NHL. Coll 1-800-356-4689, 


AUTOGRAPHED COLLECTIBLES 
BY CPG DIRECT 
Lorgest selection of celebrity autographs, from sports and entertainment. 
All guaranteed authentic for life. Call 1-800-382-3075 for o 
free 16 page color catalog, 


CHICAGO BEAR REPORT 


BEAR REPORT, devoted exclusively to the Chicago Bears, 
is published 26 times o year $29.95 for those who want to closely 
track their favorite team. Coll 1-800-728-6501 


BROWNS NEWS/TLLUSTRATED 
Browns News/lllustrated is the Official Publication of the Cleveland 
Browns. It is published 26 times o year, induding weekly during the 
Notional Football League season. Subscription price is $32.95. 
Call (216) 826-4640. 


CHARGER FANS! 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
The only publication exclusively obout the Minnesota Vikings. In 


depth news, photos, articles, etc. for those who bleed purple and 
gold! Call for subscription rates, 1-800-256-7110, 


ARIZONA CARDINALS FANFARE 


Full color, action coverage of Arizona Cardinals from first drills at 
summer camp to the last down of the regular season. Coll 
1-800-333-5588. 


START THE NFL SEASON WITH 
THE NEW CD-ROM YEARBOOK 

+ An hour of hard hitting video 

* Woekly updates vio Free online service 

+ Current NFL Player Profiles 

+ Complete rosters, schedules, statistics 

* NFL trivia gome 

+ 10% off NFL merchandise ordered through ondine 
Coll 1-800-554-4420. 


STRENGTH THE ULTIMATE LG 
TRATNER SYSTEM AND THE RUN—N—CHUTH 
Trnining with the STRENGTH ULTIMATE LEG TRAINING SYSTEM hos been 
proven to increase vertical jump by 5 to 9 inches, cut time in the 
40-yord dash by two-tenths of a second, ond increase the muscle 
density ond size of the calves—resulting in explosive performance 
power. Call 1-800-451-5847, 


PANTASM SPORTS INC./ 


PRO FOOTBALL FANTASH 


CHARGERS FOOTBALL WEEKLY covers the Son Diego Chargers in 
depth with 26 issues/year (weekly issues during season, monthly 
in off-season). $34.95/year. Coll 1-800-GO-BOLIS. 


CHIEFS 


REPORT 


If you con't get enough of the KC Chiefs, there’s a publication 
for you! Chiefs Report is a weekly newspaper giving you the latest 
Chiefs news. Call 1-800-578-2624. 


49DRS REPORT 


49ers Report Is the only publicotion devoted exclusively to the 
World Champion Son Francisco 49ers, It is published 26 times o 
year, including weekly during the National Football League season, 
Subscription price is $32.95. Call 1-216-826-4640. 


INSIDE THE SEAHAWKS 


Most indepth coverage on the Seattle Seahawks - all yeor long 
26 issues for only $32.75, Call today ot 1-206-781-3291 Features, photos 
ond Howktalk, 


PACKER REPORT 


PACKER REPORT, the official publication of the Green Bay 
Packers, is published 26 times a year ($29.95) for those fons who 
need ta know more. Call 1-800-728-4650) 


BUFFALO BILLS NEWSPAPER 


SHOUT! The weekly newspoper devoted to the Buffalo Bills is a 
must for any Bills fon. Coll today for information on this great team 
poper. 1-800-93-BILLS. 


DOLPHIN. DIGEST offers fans the most comprehensive look at the 
Dolphins, including game coverage, action photos, player features, 
even a column by coach Don Shula. Coll 1-800-334-4005. 


NEW YORK JETS NEWSPAPER 


The Jets Confidential Newspaper has more coverage on the Jets 
than ony New York City newspaper. Coll now for information. 
1-800-932-4557. 


FANTASM SPORTS, INC. presents the ultimate pro football simulation 
board gome. For a free brochure, call 24 hours toll free. Other 
sports simulation games available! Call 1-800-738-7744. 


1-800—PRO=THAM—AUTHENTIC TRAM WHAR 


Wear the excitement of MLB, NBA, NHL, NFL and NCAA- the caps, 
jerseys and jackets pro and college stars practice and play in. 
Lorgest inventories, guaranteed lowest prices. Coll 1-800-PRO-TEAM, 


HAGLES DIGEST 


EAGLES DIGEST, official publication of the Eagles, brings fans complete 
gome coverage, action photos, player features, even o column by 
new head coach Roy Rhodes. Call 1-800-334-4005. 


DALLAS OOWBOYS OFFICTAL WEEKLY NeWwSPAPER 


A weekly, 40 poge newspaper filled with color photos and stories 
about the Cowboys, plus « Cheerleader centerfold. Mailed to subscribers 
each week. Coll 1-214-556-9972. 


SAINTS DIGEST 


SAINTS DIGEST, official publication of the Saints, offers fons game 
coverage, photos, features, even columns by coach Jim Mora and 
former Saints quarterbock Archie Manning, Call 1-800-334-4005. 


STEKLERS DIGEST 


STEELERS DIGEST, official publication of the Steelers, is devoted to 
bringing fons game coveroge, action photos, player features, even 
a column by coach Bill Cowher. Coll 1-800-334-4005. 


FOOTBALL NEWS 


Entering its 57th season, FOOTBALL NEWS offers college ond pro 
enthusiosts informative features, statistics, analysis, notes, predictions 
— plus columns by Don Shula ond Bo Schembechler. Coll 
1-800-334-4005. 


THE BUCCANEER MAGAZINE 


Tabloid newspaper devoted to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Published 
every week during the NFL season. In depth stories, photos, statistics, 
rosters, depth charts, reviews, previews and more. | year subscription 
$34.95 for 24 issues. Call 1-800-881-2827. 


171 


STATISTICS 


RECORDS 
Points: 155, Gino Cappelletti, Boston (1964) 
Touchdowns: 23, 0.J. Simpson, Buffalo (1975) 


Field Goals: 
Extra Points: 


35, Jeff Jaeger, Los Angeles (1993) 
66, Uwe von Schamann, Miami (1984) 


SCORING 


Dolphirs...... 
Chargers... 
Broncos....... 
PaAtriOts ......cccsseee 
Browns... 
Bills... 
Chiefs 
Steelers... 
COltS........0. 
LA. Raiders. 
Seahawks 
Bengals... 
N.Y. Jets. 
Oilers. 
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Carney, JOHN, S.D. ..ssssssseseessssaniiy 
Elam, Jason, Den... 
Bahr, Matt, N.E.......... A 
Christi, Steve, But........ssssssssseeesses 
Stover, Matt, Cle, cocssssssesssserssaie 
Pelfrey, Doug, Cin 
Stoyanovich, Pete, Mia 
Elliott, Lin, K.C...,...... 
Anderson, Gary, Pit... 
Jaeger, Jeff, Raiders... 
Lowery, Nick, Jets...... 
Biasucci, Dean, Ind......... 
Kasay, John, Sea... 
Del Greco, Al, HOU, ....-scsessnsoose 
OINe IN, Pat, N.E....sssssssessssessne 


NON-KICKERS 
TD TOR 


TOP TDM 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind........ OH Llepacsstal tie 
Means, Natrone, S.D.. 
Warren, Chris, Sea, na 
Pickens, Carl, Cin. . mUike ine 


Brown, Tim, Raiders......cssesssccssssessD sesssssseD sassseses ssseseesO) sussnen 54 
Hoard, Leroy, Cle........ wd 
Russell, Leonard, Den 14 
Thomas, Thurman, Buf... wd 


Fryar, Irving, Mia.... 
Butts, Marion, N.E.. 
Jeffires, Haywood, Hou. .. 
Reed, Andre, Buf... 
Allen, Marcus, K.C, 
Jackson, Keith, Mia.... 
Parmatee, Bernie, Mia. ............00 
Williams, Harvey, Raiders..... 
Moore, ROD, JOts...csssseesiess 


es 
oo 
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Byars, Keith, Mid.....ccssscsssonsssstensee 
Coates, Ben, N.E....... es 

Martin, Tony, S.0... 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle. 
Morris, Byron, Pit... 


Thompson, Leroy, N.E......... Peutthic 


Carrier, Mark, Cle......cssesenssessssenu 
Ingram, Mark, Mia... ; 
Seay, Mark, S.D. ccssssssscccrecenees 
Turmer, FlOyG, Id. .........ec 
Davis, Willi@, KC... 
Miller, Anthony, Den. .....ccssssses 


Sharpe, Shannon, Den. ...assssseereeed i 


Brisby, Vincent, N.E......... 
Brown, Gary, HoU........ 
Dawkins, Sean, Ind. 
Foster, Barry, Pit, ......... 
Ismail, Raghib, Raiders ... 
Johnson, Johnny, Jets ... 
Metzelaars, Pete, Buf... 
Scott, Darnay, Cin... 
Birden, Jv., K.C 
Blades, Brian, Sea. . 
Vaughn, Jon, Sea.-K.C 
Baxter, Brad, Jets... 
Beebe, Don, Buf. 
Elway, John, Den.... 
Gardner, Carwell, But. 
Green, Eric, Pit....... 
Harmon, Ronnie, S.D. 
Milburn, Glyn, Den... 
Mitchell, Jonny, Jets .......ccccscssssccee 
Thigpen, Yancey, Pit. ............ 
White, Lorenzo, Hou... 
Anders, Kimble, K.C... 
Buchanan, Ray, Ind........... 
Clark, Derrick, DO0,..sssssssessssesssee 
Crittenden, Ray, NE. ......scssoscsesseses 
Jefferson, Shawn, S.D)..........ccsessesen 
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Johnson, Charles, Pit.......cussssessses 


Majkowski, Don, Ind. .. wh8 
McDaniel, Terry, Raiders AB 
McDuffie, 0.J., Mia..... ww B 
Monk, Art, Jets....... WB 
Smith, Steve, Sea. lB 


Timpson, Michael, N.E..... 
Turner, Kevin, N.E.........0. 
Williams, John L., Pit....... 
Alexander, Derrick, Cle... 
Broussard, Steve, Cim.....csvsseecssssecen 
Kirby, Terry, Mid. «.assssssssssssssenesssene 
Anderson, Richie, Jets..........o:sscrse 
Bennett, Donnell, K.C........ 
Brooks, Bill, Buf. ..........0 
Byer, Earnest, Cle, ...sssecssssssens 
Cash, Keith, KC. asssssssssssssecsessnee 
Coleman, Andre, $.D....c...sssssesssseeee 
Davis, Kenneth, Buf. Payee 
Dawson, Lake, K.C. sssssssssesns 
Evans, Jerry, Den Prenat 
Fenner, Derrick, Cit, ......scssnsssesessanee 
Giving, Ernest, HOU. .assssssssscssee 
Glover, Andrew, Raiders... 
Gordon, Darrien, $.D... 
Green, Harold, Cin. 
Hastings, Ante, Pit, ....sssssescssssssee 
Hostetler, Jeff, Raiders .,....ss.sesssev 
Jackson, Michael, Cle. 
Johnson, Tracy, Sea... 
Lewis, Mo, Jets..... 
McAfee, Fred, Ari-Pit.......ssvssessso 
Potts, Roosevelt, Ind. ........ 
Pupunu, Alfred, $.D. ... 
Reynolds, Ricky, N.E. .. 
Richard, Stanley, $.D. ...ssssssoue 
Rivers, Reggie, Den.......ccisssseeses 
Slaughter, Webster, Hou. ..... 
Spikes, Irving, Mia...... 
Strong, Mack, Sea. 
Testaverde, Vinny, Cle. ; 
Tolliver, Billy JOB, HOU. ...c.....ssssccn 
TRIG, TOT 0G sassctecrrzearceceszessress 
Valerio, Joe, K.C. ........ 
Walker, Derrick, K.C. 
Woodson, Rod, Pit...... ae 
Wright, Alexander, Raigers......c....02 sssscee 
Blake, Jeff, Cin. ...... . 
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Bennett, Tony, Ind. . 
Brewer, Dewell, Ind...... 

Campbell, Jeff, Den......... 
Carter, Pat, Hou... 
Cash, Kerry, Ind. .... 
Coleman, Pat, HOU, ......:sssssecsussees 
Collis, Mark, K.C...sesssssssosssonssens 
Copeland, Russell, Bui 
Coryalt, Quentin, Ind. 
Cothran, Jeff, Cin. .. 
Dishman, Cris, Hou. 
Green, Paul, Sea in a 
Greene, Tracy, H.C. ssssseessescsescessreeor Ul ceressnns OD ssoteeee 
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STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


THIRTY-NINE YEARS OF 
INTELLIGENT INFORMATION, 
INSIGHTS AND EXPERIENCE 


The edge that turns the percentages in your favor. 
We have the finest sports analysts in America on 
our staff, a nationally respected Advisory Board, as | 
well as statisticians and scouts all over the country, 
digging out the hidden facts that make The Gold 


Sheet reader an expert. 


Each weekly issue is 
packed with statistics 

' and updates giving you 
in-depth analysis and 
a prediction for every major 
college and pro game played, 
special reports on injuries 
and key personnel, hexes, 
grudges, statistical 
factors, the most 
respected Power 
Ratings, the most 
accurate pointspread 


logs in the country, 


Yes » send me 22 issues of 
The Gold Sheet AND the 1995 Football 


Preview for $120, 1995 Football Preview Absolutely FREE! 
NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

PHONE: ( ) ( ) DAY ( ) EVENING 
METHOD OF PAYMENT: ( ) CHECK ( )VISA ( )MASTERCARD ( ) AMERICAN EXPRESS 


CARD NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE; 


SIGNATURE: 


[ ] No, I would not like The Gold 


Sheet at this time, but please send me your 


views on forecasting, original articles, and "Key 
Releases," the five weekly top-rated college 
and pro plays. 

This up-to-the-minute information and 
attention to detail help make The Gold Sheet the most 
respected sports information service in America. As 
Michael (Roxy) Roxborough, America's Odds 
"The 


maker, says, 


FIND OUT 
HOW YOU CAN 
RECEIVE THIS 


BOOK FREE}, 


Gold Sheet itiformation 
is the industry standard 
for accuracy." And Las Vegas 
legend Lem Banker states, 
“The Gold Sheet is the 

best publication of its kind 
in the field.” They 
wouldn’t go through a 
season without 
The Gold Sheet. And 


neither should 


FOOTBALL PREVIEW 1995 
W@ Expert analysis from The Gold Sheet staff and 
nationwide network of sources and scouts. 
Conference by conference college “insider” 
roundups! 
NEL preseason analysis, free agent moves and 
roster changes! 
M@ Yours with a paid subscription 
Rete epee | ae eee ee wen 


To order quickly, call our toll-free subscription hotline; 1-800-798-GOLD (4653), 
Ext: 1148 Mf Or respond by mail to; THE GOLD SHEET, 9255 Sunset Boulevard, 
Suite 523, Los Angeles, California 90069. 


Absolutely FREE! 


(see subscription box!) 


AFC statistics 
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Hartley, Frank, Cle........ 
Hayes, Jonathan, Pit 
Hill, Greg, K.C.... 
Hill, Travis, Cle. . 
Humphrey, Ronald, Ind, 
Jackson, Mark, Giants-Ind. 
Junkin, Trey, Sea 
Kelly, Jim, Buf... 
Kinchen, Brian, Cle, 
Lodish, Mike, Buf... 
Marino, Dan, Mia. 
Martin, Eric, K.C. 
Martin, Kelvin, Sea.. 
McCallum, Napoleon, Raiders 
McGee, Tim, Cin... 
McGes, Tony, Cin... 
McKnight, James, Sea. 
Miller, Scott, Mia 
Mills, Ernie, Pit... 
Montgomery, Tyrone, Raiders 
O'Donnell, Neil, Pit....... 
Pritchard, Mike, Den, 
Reeves, Walter, Cle. ..... 
Richardson, Bucky, Hoi 
Russell, Derek, Den...., 
Sawyer, Corey, Cin.... 


SesS5o5555055=5050=—=-—-665 


Vincent, Troy, Mia. 
Washington, Lionel, Ra 
Watters, Orlando, Sea.. 
Williams, Gerald, Pi 
Wooden, Terry, Sea. 
Yarborough, Ryan, Jets 
Young, Duane, $.D. 
Brown, Reagie, Hou, 
Craver, Aaron, Mia. 
Stone, Dwight, Pit... 
Tuten, Rick, Sea...... 
Edwards, Antonio, Sea, 
Lathon, Lamar, Hou 
Thomas, Derrick, K.C. . 
Williams, Alfred, Cin....... 
* Safety 


RUSHING 
RECORDS 


Carries: 390, Barry Foster, Pittsburgh (1992) 
Yards: 2,003, 0.J. Simpson, Buffalo (1973) 
TDs: 19, Earl Campbell, Houston (1979) 

19, Chuck Muncie, San Diego (1981) 


ATT YARDS AVG es TD 


Ser tt a at ne ea an ere rer ene kee ee — seed epee 


ash Pa pea ht ae ere tee a te oo Ae ea tre aT 


0... 
. + Team: satelies: Bills, Chiels 


Warren, Chris, Sea...... 
Means, Natrone, S.D 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind 
Thomas, Thurman, Buf. 
Williams, Harvey, Raiders 
Johnson, Johnny, Jets 
Hoard, Leroy, Cle, .. 
Parmalee, Bernie, Mia. 
Foster, Barry, Pit... 
Morris, Byron, Pit. 
While, Lorenzo, Hou. .. 
Allen, Marcus, K.C. 
Butts, Marion, N.E.. 
Brown, Gary, Hou... 
Russell, Leonard, Den. 
Hill, Greg, K.C........ 
Fenner, Derrick, Cin... 
Broussard, Steve, Cin. 
Davis, Kenneth, Bul..... 
Potts, Roosevelt, Ind... 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle.... 
Williams, John L., Pit... 
Thompson, Leroy, N.E. 
Spikes, Irving, Mia. 
Bieniemy, Eric, S.D...... 


174 
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PASSING 
RECORDS 


Completions: 404, Warren Moon, Houston (1991) 

Touchdowns: 48, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

Yards: 5,084, Dan Marino, Miami (1984) 

Longest for TD: 99 yards, Jim Plunkett to Cliff Branch, Los Angeles (1983) 99 yards, 
Stan Humphries to Tony Martin, San Diego (1994) 


ATT COMP AVG Ny on ofall SACK YDSLOST RATING 
Marino, Dan, Mia. - 7.24 sire ww AG. he 
Elway, John, Den... Ay (0 Eno). 
Kelly, Jim, Buf,..... eee 6.95 
Montana, Joe, K.C. 
Humphries, Stan, S.D 
Hostetler, Jeff, Raiders 


O'Donnell, Neil, Pit.... 
Esiason, Boomer, Jets 
Blake, Jeff, Cin...... 
Bledsoe, Drew, N.E. ... 
Testaverde, Vinny, Cl 
Mirer, Rick, Sea... 
Klingler, David, Cin... 
Tolliver, Billy Joe, Hou... 


NON-QUALIFIERS ia 
Gelbaugh, Stan, Sea.. oa Bt 


Gilbert, Gale, S.D.. 
Harbaugh, Jim, Ind. .. 
Millen, Hugh, Den. 
Bono, Steve, K.C... 


Richardson, Bucky, “Hou. 
Majkowski, Don, Ind. 


McGwire, Dan, Sea. .. 
Trudeau, Jack, Jets.... 
Carlson, Cody, Hou. . 


Nagle, Browning, Ind...., 
——————S—SSe SS See 


RECORDS 

Number: 108, Rick Tuten, Seattle (1992) 

Average: 46.9 yards, Greg Montgomery, Houston (1992) 
Longest: 98 yards, Steve O'Neal, New York (1969) 


TB BLK rg RET YOS 


IN20 NET AVG 
Gosseit, Jeff, Raiders. a Gite: MEDS rete Ad ucmenetl 4 terrae A : 


Camarillo, Rich, Hou, 
Stark, Rohn, Ind... 
Aguiar, Louie, K.C 
Hansen, Brian, Jets. 
Mohr, Chris, But. 
Wagner, Bryan; S.D.. 
O'Neill, Pat, NE. .. 
Tupa, Tom, Cle... 
Royals, Mark, Pit. 
Amold, Jim, Mia....... 


NON-QUALIFIERS 
Kidd, Joh, S.D.-Mid, ..cnieemrernse2 srraeeererr BAB acer 8 sereierr AOA crrereretAinsenn DecniianiBrneasnnd DamnsnnrneDinnnie Ded 


Mirer, Rick, S28, ........15 
Gardner, Carwell, But 
Rathman, Tom, Raiders. 
Strong, Mack, Sea... 
Turner, Kevin, N.E 
Scott, Darnay, Gin..... 
Montgomery, Tyrone, Raiders... 
Vaughn, Jon, Sea-K.C.. 
Harmon, Ronnie, S.D 
Jones, Calvin, Raiders-... 
Bernstine, Rod, Den. 
Reed, Andre, Buf, 
Gash, Sam, N.E.... 
Klingler, David, Cin... 
Humphrey, Ronald, Ind. 


Elway, John, Den, . 
Kirby, Terry, Mia... 
Anders, Kimble, K.C... 


Byner, Earnest, Cle..... 
Richardson, Bucky, Hou.. 
Anderson, Richie, Jets 
Blake, Jéff, Cin...... 
Milburn, Glyn, Den. 
Bennett, Donnell, K.C. 
Baxtér, Brad, Jets. 
Clark, Derrick, Den. 
Murrell, Adrian, Jets .. 
Hostetler, Jeff, Raiders...... 
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STREET AND SMITH'S PRO FOOTBALL 


AFC statistics 


PPPs eee ee Teeter etre r errr eee ere Terre 


Cothran, Jeff, Cin..... 
Rivers, Reggie, Den... 
Warren, Lamont, Ind. 
Smith, Steve, Sea..... 
O'Donnell, Neil, Pit. .. 
Baldwin, Randy, Cle. 
Kelly, Jim, Buf, 
Byars, Keith, Mia... 
Culver, Rodney, $.D. 
Esjason, Boomer, Jets... 
Millen, Hugh, Den......... 
Jourdain, Yonel, Buf..... 
McAfee, Fred, Ari-Pit 
Vardell, Tommy, Cle, 
Johnson, Tracy, Sea.. 
Craver, Aaron, Mia..... 
Jefferson, Shawn, $.D. 
Bledsoe, Drew, NE. .. 
Alexander, Derrick, Cle. . 
Tolliver, Billy Joe, Hou... 
Testaverde, Vinny, Cle, ... 
Majkowski, Don, Ind. 
McDuffie, 0... Mia... 
Blades, Brian, Sea...... 
Ismail, Raghib, Raiders .. 
Trudeau, Jack, Jets... 
Evans, Vinee, Raiders. 
Dawson, Lake, K.C... 
Tomezak, Mike, Pit.... 
Humphries, Stan, §.D.... 
Mills, Ernie, Pit. ... 
Montana, Joe, K.C 
Kosar, Bemie; Mia. ... 
Carlson, Cody, Hou. . 
Saxon, James, Mia... 
Warren, Terrence, Sea 
Timpson, Michael, NE... 
Carrier, Mark, Cle. .... 
Tillman, Spencer, Hou. .. 
Nagle, Browning, Ind. 
Johnson, Anthony, Jets.. 
Toner, Ed, 1d... 
Gary, Cleveland, Mia...... 
Beebe, Don, But 
Gelbaugh, Stan, Sea... 
Stone, Dwight, Pit, 
Russell, Derek, Den... 
Campbell, Jeff, Den... 
Bryant, Beno, Sea....... sf 
McCallum, cine Raiders ....... 
Turner, Nate, Bul... 
Rypien, Mark, Cle. 


63. 


Miller, Anthony, Den. 
Hendrickson, Steve, S.D. 
Anderson, Gary, Pit........... 
Smith, Kevin, Raiders. 
Coleman, Pat, Hou... 


PUNT RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 62, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 
Yards: 692, Fulton Walker, Los Angeles (1985) 
Longest for TD: 98 yards, Terance Mathis, 

New York (1990) 


NO FC YARDS AVG LONG 1D 
Gordon, Darien, $.D. coerce BO esse 1D osises APD seseeTB2 sooo AWD osu 
Brown, Tim, Raiders. 
Sawyer, Corey, Cin 
Burris, Jeff, Buf..... 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle. . 
Milburn, Glyn, Den... 
Hicks, Clifford, Jets... 
Martin, Kelvin, Sea 
Brown, Troy, N.E. . 
Woodson, Rod, Pit 
Brewer, Dewell, Ind.... 
McDuffie, 0.d., Mia... 
Hughes, Danan, K.C. 
Givins, Emest, Hou... 
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HAPS PRESETS E ESE ESNSSEREE SESE SST REESE TREE EEE ET REE RENEE ERASE SESE H EEE DEH ERE E OSES EEE OEE SE SES SOE DEmEEeEEEEeeeEE 


1-800- 
544-6748 


Baseball » Pro Football - College Football 
Pro Basketball - College Basketball 


Pay only $4.95 per issue, plus $1.50 postage and handling. 
Send check or money order to |.S.1. 
Street & Smith’s/I.S.1. 


1407 Paterson Plank Road 
North Bergen, NJ 07047-9878 


No more lengthy, messy, Mail in Draft Forms! No more sitting on the phone for three hours to 
take part in a "Live" Phone Draft! Phantom Sports Service presents... 
LIVE, in person, in the flesh, attendance required, Fantasy Football League Drafts! 


Live Drafts will be conducted in all NFL cities for 1995 PFC Leagues.* 


Enter a PFC League as an individual owner or as your own 16 team league with your friends. You compete only against 
teams in your league. Your PFC season consists of: 13 game head to head season schedule; 3 week playoff (half the 
teams in each league make the playoffs); Pro Bowl game. All PFC weekly correspondence includes: 1) Game summary 
for each team; 2) Current League Standings; 3) Transactions (trades/free agent signings); 4) Projected Pro Bowl players, 
One time $110 per team ownership cost (No additional hidden fees, Free Transactions). 
78.8% of all PFC owners have won cash prizes! 

We're currently forming fantasy football leagues for the 1995 season. This year, shouldn't you join a league where you 
can attend a LIVE draft! For a Free 1995 PFC brochure and complete listing of Draft locations and times, please contact: 


PFC, THE LEAGUE WITH LIVE DRAFTS! 


(800) 522-5494 


Phantom Sports Services 
4482 Barranca Parkway, Suite 180-124 
Irvine, CA 92714 


Tel: 800) 522-5494 Fax: (800) 959-6432 


If you don’t live near an NFL city, we'll come to your area to conduct a LIVE Draft.* To reserve a spot in a LIVE PFC Draft, a 
$50 deposit is required by August 14. If you didn’t preregister, you can still join a league on Draft Day (if space is available). 
Please come early (available franchises for non-preregistered owners will be awarded on a first come, first serve basis). 

“Phantom Sports Services requires a minimum of 30 owners trom @ given area registered by August 14 in order to conduct a LIVE, in person Draft in that city. 


DON’T MISS OUT THIS YEAR! « CHALLENGE YOUR FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS! 


ALL* STAR + SPORTS 


PRESENTS 


“Fantasy Football 9577 


* Individuals and entire leagues welcomed. * Let ALL STAB 
handle all the hassles of scoring your own leaque. * Use your 
own scoring system or use ALL STAB's unique scoring system. 
* All you need is a touch-tone phone. 


For a FREE “Fantasy Football 95” brochure 


call ALL STAR SPORTS at 
1-800-226-5158 


All Star Overall Features 


* Live conference call drafts. » Enter your 
weekly line-up, sign free agents, make trades, 
hear your opponent's line-up during Sunday's 
games, hear your score prior to Monday 
night's game (even if some of your players 
haven't played yet); all with a touch-tone 
phone. # Flexible scoring. * Weekly reports 
containing scores of your league, standings, 
Stats, and more. « Fax on demand weekly 
injury reports, * Cash prizes. 


All Star Scoring Features 


* Multiple offensive formations (to better 
utilize your talent from week to week). = Team 
defense and special team scoring. * Head- 
to-head competition. * Free agent signings. 
° Trades. © Injured reserve. 


FIND OUT WHO'S THE BEST COACH! * LEAD YOUR TEAM TO THE FANTASY SUPER BOWL! 


AFC statistics 


Preverrrrerri ti ititt iit titi tire 


PASS RECEIVING 
RECORDS 


Receptions: 101, Charley Hennigan, Houston (1964) 
Yards: 1,746, Charley Hennigan, Houston (1961) 


TDs: 18, Mark Clayton, Miami (1984) 

4 OR MORE NO YARDS AVG LONG TD 
Coates, Ben, N.E. eet tron a4 [FE Mater Prete 

Reed, Andre, Buf. £90 one 1BO3 esse D4, cond 


Brown, Tim, Raiders wow l 4.7 
Sharpe, Shannon, Den. , 
Blades, Brian, Sea... 
Moore, Rob, Jets 

Milburn, Glyn, Den, 
Timpson, Michael, N.E. 
Fryar, Irving, Mia. ... 
Pickens, Carl, Cin... 
Slaughter, Webster, Ho! 
Jeffires, Haywood, Hou. 
Anders, Kimble, K.C...... 
Thompson, Leroy, N.E 
Miller, Anthony, Den 
Jackson, Keith, Mia, 
Brisby, Vincent, N.E. 
Mitchell, Johnny, Jets.. 
Seay, Mark, S.D...... 
Harmon, Ronnie, $.D..., 
Martin, Kelvin, Sea... 
Turner, Floyd, Ind... 
Faulk, Marshall, Ind. 
Turner, Kevin, NE... 
Davis, Willie, K.C,... 
Dawkins, Sean, Ind. 
Williams, John L., P 
Martin, Tony, 8.0... 
Thomas, Thurman, But. 
Meizelaars, Pete, But 
Byars, Keith, Mia..... 
Alexander, Derrick, Cle. 
Birden, JiJ., K.C...... 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle... 
Williams, Harvey, Raiders. 
Scott, Darmnay, Cin... 
Green, Eric, Pit. 
Monk, Art, Jets... 
Hoard, Leroy, Cl 
Ingram, Mark, Mia... 
Jefferson, Shawn, S.D.. 
Brooks, Bill, Bul....,. 
Allen, Marcus, K.C.. 
Johnson, Johnny, Jets. 
Warren, Chris, Sea. 
Beebe, Don, But. 

McGee, Tony, Cin. .. 


Russell, Leonard, Den... 
Dawson, Lake, K.C. 
McDuffie, O.u., Mia. 
Thigpen, Yancey, Pi 
Givins, Ernest, Hou. 
Walker, Derrick, K.C. 
Fenner, Derrick, Cin..,.. 
{smail, Raghib, Raidars..... 
Patmalee, Bernie, Mia... 
Broussard, Steve, Cin. 
Glover, Andrew, Raiders 
Green, Paul, Sea... 
Carrier, Mark, Cle. , 


Green, Harold, Cin, 
Saxon, James, Mia. 
Polts, Roosevelt, In 
Rathman, Tom, Raiders 
Russell, Derek, Den..... 
Anderson, Richie, Jets 
Craver, Aaron, Mia. 
Kinchen, Brian, Cle. 
Morris, Byron, Pit. . 
Martin, Eric, K.C...... 


Pe a ae a er Res ee Ce els Bae Cee ee Ce eee ee 
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Jackson, Michael, Cle....... 
Copeland, Russell, Buf, 


Coleman, Pat, Hou. 
Hastings, Andre, Pit 
Thornton, James, Jets. 
Rivers, Reagie, Den 
Foster, Barry, Pit... 
Mills, Ernie, Pit...... 
Pritchard, Mike, Den... 
Cash, Keith, K.C..... 
Brown, Gary, Hou... 
Davis, Kenneth, But 
Young, Duane; $.0. .... 


Cash, Kerry, Ind. .... 
Vardell, Tommy, Cle... 
Hill, Greg, K.C....... 
Jett, James, Raiders 
Williams, Mike, Mi 
Kirby, Terry, Mia... 
McGee, Tim, Ci 

Evans, Jerry, Den. . 
Smith, Steve, Sea... 
Mitchell, Shannon, S. 
Byner, Earnest, Cle...... 
Gardner, Carwell, But... 
Carter, Pal, Hou. .... 
Sadowski, Troy, Ci 
McCardell, Keenan, Cle. .. 
Wellman, Gary, Hou... 
Johnson, Tracy, Sea 
Jourdain, Yonel, But... 
Baxter, Brad, Jets... 
Anderson, Stevie, Jets. 
Burke, John, NE... 
Bernstine, Rod, Den... 
Gash, Sam, N.E..... 
Butts, Marion, N.E. 
Clark, Derrick, Den 
Montgomery, Tyrone, Raiders 
Jackson, Mark, Giants-Ind 
MoNair, Todd, Hou. ... 
Stone, Dwight, Pit. 
Hughes, Danan, K.C... 
Murrell, Adrian, Jets. 
Bennelt, Donnell, K.C. 
Edmunds, Ferrell, Sea, 
Miller, Scott, Mia. . 
Greene, Tracy, K.C. 
Reeves, Walter, Cle... 
Yarborough, Ryan, Jet 
Bates, Michael, Sea... 
Hobbs, Daryl, Raiders 
Hayes, Jonathan, Pit. 
Bieniemy, Eric, $.0. 
Query, Jeff, Cin... 
Marrow, Vinee, But. ... 
Johnson, Anthony, Jes... 
Thomas, Robb, Sea..... 
Lewis, Roderick, Hou. 
Brown, Regale, Hou... 
Cothran, Jeff, Cin... 
Spikes, Irving, Mia..... 


SSeS 
INTERCEPTIONS 
RECORDS 


Number: 13, Lester Hayes, Oakland (1980) 
Yards: 349, Charley McNeil, San Diego (1961) 
Longest for TD: 103 yards, Vencie Glenn, 

San Diego (1987) 

103 yards, Louis Oliver, Miami (1992) 
4, Ken Houston, Houston (1971) 
4, Jim Kearney, Kansas City (1972) 


NO YARDS AVG 

Dinininesd QO boa eQeid Len 
i 2QT ei QT.B sosse 
+112 .....160... 
1008 OB soci VAT eet 


TDs: 


2 OR MORE 

Turner, Eric, Cle... 
Buchanan, Ray, Ind 
Perry, Darren, Pit...... 
McDaniel, Terry, Raiders...... 


Hurst, Maurits, N.E........ 
Tumer, Marcus, Jets. 
Vincent, Tray, Mia. 
Hasty, James, Jets 
Lewis, Darryl, Hou. ... 
Richard, Stanley, $.D. 
Woodson, Rod, Pit 
Lewis, Mo, Jets...... 
Dishman, Cris, Hou.... 
Gordon, Darren, $.D. 
Darby, Matt, Buf........ 
Robertson, Marcus, Hou. 
Hunter, Patrick, Sea, . 
Brown, J.B., Mia. .. 
Wooden, Terry, Sea... 
Washington, Lionel, Raiders 
Washington, Mickey, Buf 
Tate, David, Ind... 
Carrington, Darren, S.D. . 
Barnett, Harton, N.E... 
Mincy, Charles, K.C. . 
Watters, Orlando, Sea 
Oliver, Louis, Cin...... 
Harper, Dwayne, S.D. 
Atkins, Gene, Mia. 
Brown, Vincent, N.E.., 
Robinson, Eugene, Sea. . 
Stewart, Michael, Mia 
Collins, Mark, K.C. 
Brim, Mike, Cin... 
Vanhorse, Sean, $.D. 
Ambrose, Ashley, Ind 
Williams, Darryl, Cin. 
Jones, Henry, Buf. 
Carter, Dale, K.C.... 
Burris, Jeff, Buf... 
Guyton, Myron, NE. . 
Smith, Rod, N.E. .. 
Jones, Rondell, Den... 
Jacobs, Tim, Cle. . 
Patton, Marvcus, Buf, 
Hilliard, Randy, Den... 
Sabb, Dwayne, N.E.... 
Daniel, Eugene, Ind... 


Langham, Antonio, Cle. . 
Griffin, Don, Cle........ 
While, William, K.C.... 
Sawyer, Corey, Cin... 
Kirkland, Levan, Pit... 
Gray, Carlton, Sea..... 
Beavers, Aubrey, Mia 
Washington, Brian, Jets. 


Se ES 
KICKOFF RETURNS 
RECORDS 


Number: 55, Bruce Harper, New York (1978) 
55, Deacon Turner, Cincinnati (1979) 
55, Bruce Harper, New York (1979) 
Yards: 1,317, Bobby Janick, Houston (1963) 
Longest for TD: 106 yards, Noland Smith, 
Kansas City (1967) 
TDs: 3, Raymond Clayborn, New England (1977) 


AVG LONG 1D 


Baldwin, Randy, Cie... 
Coleman, Andre, .D. 
Vaughn, Jon, Sea.-K.C... 
By'Not’e, Butler, Den. 
Dickerson, Ron, K.C.. 
Humphrey, Ronald, Ind. . 
Jourdain, Yonel, But, 
Ball, Eric, Cin...... 

Glenn, Aaron, Jets. 

Ismail, Raghib, Raiders... 
Milburn, Glyn, Den. ... 
McDutfie, O.d., Mia... 
MeNair, Todd, Hou. .. 
Bates, Michael, Sea... 
Crittenden, Ray, N.E... 


A 
2 

2 

0 

0 

1 
wD 
send) 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Pro Line Doesn't... 
with I Autographed Card 
GUARANTEED even aides Ja 
ihe protests are flying pecouse he Class nt € 
1995 Pro Line Series, a n. 
sy say that inse ting one ‘autograph hed « into 


ev x box is against the rules! We say D break ‘out the 
ary it ving 1S tov ve ie 


1 addition to our standard set we've also added 


pov wer ful i inserts, such as Printer’s Pr the hottest 


version e 


aod BT AGSIO fase Le 
Apt ion, an 
ie r 


So a top prize of a 
' T ft b » 


C1 AN) AN ae] P| Lee ee 
$100.00 pri paid 
. nal 


Odds of receiving a pack containing a: Pro Line Silver card 1:1; Printers Proot Regular card 1:18; Autographed 
card 1:36; Pro Line Game Breaker card 1:36; Printer’s Proof Siver card 1:36; MVP Interactive card 1 
Basketball Rookies Preview card 1:72; Printer's Proof Game Breaker card 1 (432; Hot Boxes 1:60 boxes. 


Made In USA = tem Number 35210 = 

yw Available Late July At Your Local Nobby Shops 
] (7 | And Other Fine Outlets E 
Officially licensed product of NFL Players, Inc. PLAYERSS 


1995 NFL PRO LINE...EVERYTHING YOU LOVE ABOUT THE GAME 


JUST ADD 
BACARDL ... 


@ e ) oS 


im Pay a her 


Bacardi. rum. Made-in Puerto Rico. Bacanol, THE BAT DEVICE, AND THE WAVE DEVICE ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF BACARDI & COMPANY LIMITED. 
© 1995 BACARDI IMPORTS, INC., MIAMI, FL. 40% ALC. BY VOL. 


Street & Smith’s 
The best inside information in the field. 
C YESS | want the inside story on the sports | love. Send me a year of Street & 
Smith's for only $19.97, plus $5 postage and handling. 


Enjoy the convenience of home delivery, starting with our next exciting issue, by 
calling 1-800-544-6748 or completing the information below. 


4T16 


SS 
ee: ee) 5 big 
er Zip. issues 
a Gono obs MasterCard 0 American Express only 
Gonder i Date $19.97! 
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In Canada, Street & Smith's is $36, including GST. Elsewhere $36. 
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INVITES YOU TO 


/, \ AN AUTOGRAPHED 
EMMITT SMITH FooTBaLL 


Here at Street & Smith's, we enjoy knowing who our readers are. Please fill in the informa- 
tion below and then we'll enter you in a drawing to win an autographed Emmitt Smith 
Football. Just fill out this card and send it in. Who knows? You could be the proud owner of 
this collector's item! 


Name: 
Address: 
City/State: ——— 


Please check the other Street & Smith’s magazines you read: 
4 Baseball | College Football Pro Basketball  College/Prep Basketball 


Times per week you pick up an issue of Street & Smith's: 


Please Print PF 


MI 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 2056 NEW YORK, N.Y. 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


STREET & SMITH’S 
140 E 45TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NY. 10017-3144 
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